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1. The Economic and Social Council considered the question of international 
co-operation on the environment at its second regular session of 1980 under agenda 
item 11. 

2. For its consideration of the item, the Council had before it the following 
documents: 

(a) Report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme on the work of its eighth session (UNEP/GC.8/10 and Corr.l and 2); !J 

(b) Statement submitted by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, a non-governmental 
organization in category I consultative status with the Economic and Social Council 
(E/1980/NG0/4). 

3. At its 23rd meeting, on 2 May 1980, the Council allocated the item to the 
First (Economic) Committee, which considered it at the 8th to lOth and 
20th r>1eetings, from 7 to 9 and on 18 July 1980. For the report of the Committee 
on this iterrc, see document E/1980/95. 

ACTION BY THE FIRST (ECONOMIC) COMMITTEE 

International co-operation on the environment 

4. The Committee considered a draft resolution entitled "International 
co-operation on the environment 11

, which was sponsored by States Members of the 
United Nations which are members of the Group of 77. ?) 

5. At the 20th meeting, the Committee considered a second draft resolution 
issued under the same title, which was submitted by the Vice-Chairman, 
Mr. Zoran Lazarevic (Yugoslavia), as a result of informal consultations, held 
under his chairmanship, on the basis of the draft resolution submitted by the 
Group of 77, }/ 

6. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the draft resolution and submitted 
it to the Co~ncil. For action by the Council, see paragraph 7 below. 

ACTION BY THE CGUITC IL 

7. At the )_~3rd meeting, on 23 July 1980, the Council considered the draft 
resolution reccrr~ended by the Committee in its report (E/1980/95, para. 10) and 
adopted the draft resolution. For the fiP-al text, see the annex below, Councjl 
resolution 1980/49. 

1/ For the printed text, see Official Records of the General Assembly, 
Thirty-fifth Session. Supplement No. 25 (A/35/25). 

2/ In accordance with rule 72 of the rules of procedure of the Econor>1ic and 
Gocial Council. 

3/ J\ statement by the Secretary-General on the programme budget implications 
of th~ draft resolution was circulated under the symbol E/1980/C.l/1.12. 
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.Al'TNEX 

Resolut;!,_<;!_n adop-ted by the Economic and Social Council under a,«:enda item 11 ?:1 

heso.lution 1980/lt9. International co_-·operation on the environment 

'l'he l:conomic and Soc~_al Council" 

Recalling General Assembly resolu-tions 3201 (S~VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
1 lilayl97h, containing the Declaration ar:..d the Progra:rrrrne of Actlon on tl•e: 
~stablishrJ.ent of a New International L:;conoraic '-:rrdcr 1 3281 (XXIX) of 
12 Decer.iber 1:)74 containing the Charter 01.~ Economic Rights and Duties of St :J.tcc:s 
and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 w development and international econumic 
co-operation, 

Recalline; also General Assemuly r'2solution 34/188 of 18 0eceml;er 1~rr9 .. in 
which the Assembly, inte.E_ alia:, stresse6.. the need for the United Nations 
Environment Programme to increase the resources available for its projects in 
the developing countries, in &,ccordance with their requirements and priori tif;S, 
bearing in mind the need for regional balance and the environmental problems 
arising from under--development and poverty, as -vrell as the balance betwe·2n !'.:;lobal 
and regional prograrmnes as identified in the relevant decisions of the Governin~ 
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme, 

Reaffirming that environmental considerations should be vievred in the context 
of national plans and priori ties and the development ob,jecti ves of all. countries 0 

in particular the developing countries, 

HavinF~ considered the report of the Governin1; Council of the United na~.:::.ons 
Environment Progrn .. r:cc on the work of its eighth session, £1 

Taking note_ of the results of the High-.level l•leeting within the frameHork of 
the Economic Commission for Europe on the Protection of the :t:nvironment. held at 
Geneva from 13 to 15 November 1979, r;:} and of decision 8/16 of 29 April 1960 of 

~/ A compilation of the resolutions and decisions adopted by the Council in 
1980 will be issued as Official Records of the Economic and Social Councilo 1920. 
Supplement .i.~os. l, lA and lB (.t:;/1980/oO and Add.l and 2). · 

b/ UI\T:WP/GC.8/l0 a."l.d Corr.l, 2 and 4 to 6~ for the printed text, see Of'ficic:l 
Records of the General .Assembly, 'l'hirty-fifth Session, Supnlement No. 25 ttJ35/?5).

c/ For the repo:tt of the M::::eting, sc·c L/:.~C-:':'./993. See 
of thZ J;ccnm;ric and Social Council, 19c.O, Sunple:rr:.ent Eo. o 
JiJ-62, and ul;EP/CC.cl/10" p.~cra. 67. ----· 

~3-

also Official 1?.::-cords 
( T'jln ?"'r) ~~-0-)-,-, "'· r--~-s--
-l / ,., - u .) ! '-- (.. ' • 



the: Governing Conncil of the United Nations ~nvironment Programme, requesting the 
Executive Director of the Programrue to co--operate closely with the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe in the im:9lementation of the 
decisions of that Lleeting, g_/ 

Concerned that the target for the Fcmd of the United Fations Environment 
Progra1r·me for the period 1978-1981 rmy not be attained 9 

L 'I'akes note o:l' the report of the Governing Council of the United Nations 
l.:,1vironmcnt Prcgrarame on the \Wrk of its eighth session and transmits it to the 
General ).ssembly for consideration; 

2. Rec~mmends to the General Assembly the consideration of the decision of 
the Governing Cotmcil of the United Nations Environment Procramme on the 
int-2rrelationsh:i.ps cehreen resources, environment 9 :people and development 9 e/ and 
~~mphasizes that models for studying such interrelationships should take due­
account of the _,p~:;cific requirements of different regions and conntries and 
i_ncl-ude tt1e elaboration of a programme of vJOrk on the interrelationships, w·hich 
si:101Jld ,:,::; ,-:losely linked. with the integrated system-wide interagency programming 
and planning and t,e placed tmder the direction of the Director-General for 
Development and International :economic Co-operation, lvho should assume overall 
respo:J.sibility for the CO·-ordination of the cystem-vide efforts~ 

~ Calls ur:;cn the United Nations Environment Programme, in pursuance of 
Ce~cral -~ss~mbiy-r~~clution 34/188, to elaborate concrete and specific proposals 
on enert::;:,· and the er1vironillent, aimed at making an effective and meaningful 
contrioution to the United J~ations Conference on Hew and Rene~rable Sources of 
l.';nen;y, and to report thereon, through its Governing Cotmcil, to the Economic and 
Social Council at its second regular session of 1981; 

lL 1J,:lcomes_ tl1e groHing co-operation betvreen the United Nations 
Environment r L'Ogramme and the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(liabi tat), and invites them to intensify that co-operation; 

5. Calls ~pon Governments, international financial institutions and 
multilateral financial organizations to give high priority to and allocate 
sit;nificant rE·sourc:es for tbe implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat 
Deser·tification: f./ 

6. Invites the General Assembly to give favourable consideration to the 
recorr.rr.endation of the Governing Co-c.ncil of the United Nations Environment 
Progr.s.r::me., contained in its decision 8/2 of 29 April 1980 J g) that the Governing 

!!:_/See:: Lr·;~P/GC.S/10 9 annex I. 

~/ E:.i· .. r:: j.uicl., decision 8/l of 29 April lC)80 9 sect. II, and annex II. 

!./ A/C01\JF.74/36 9 chap. I. 

pj See UIEF/GC.8/l0 and Corr.l and 2, annex I. 



Council should hold, in 1982, a session of a special nature to corr@emorate the 
tenth anniversary of the United liJations Conference on the Human Environment, vrhich 
would be open to all States Members of the United Nations, members of the 
specialized agencies and of the International Atomic Energy Agency as full members 
of that session; 

7. Expresses its appreciation of the efforts of t:be United Nations 
Environment Programme in the development of the System--wide Medium-term Envirunment 
Programme, in co-operation w-ith the entire United LTations system, and requests all 
organizations within the system to continue to co-operate fully with the United 
Nations Environment Programme in this endeavour; 

8. Strongly appeals to all Governments to make every effort to pled~e, in 
1980, substantial increases in their contributions for 1981 or, to those 
Governments that have not yet contributed to the Fund of the United Nations 
Environment Programme, to pledge to do so in 1980" in order that the ac:reed target 
for the Fund for the period 1978-1981 may be reached~ 

9. Invites Governments to consider proposals whereby additional 
contributioostathe Fund of the United Nations Environment Programme 1rould be used 
for measures dealing with serious environmental problems in developing countries 9 

taking into account the relevant provisions of General Assewbly resolution 34/188 0 

and requests the Governing Council of the Programme to report thereon to the 
Economic and Social Council at its second regular session of 1981. 
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