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Assess~ent of th~ prog~s made in the establishment of 
' tlie. new international economic order and appro
. priate action for the promotion of the development 
.·of. develophig countries and international economic 
co-operation (continued): 

(a) . New international development strategy for ·the 
.. · third United Nations development decade; · 
(b) _:Global negotiations relating.to intematic:)ftal ec.o
. · · . nomic· co-operation for development; 
.(c) Other matte.rs . · 
. L ·Mr. KIRCA (Turkey): Mr. President, once more 
the General Assembly is meeting under your distin
guished presidency. Your wisdom, long experience and 

. riegoti!lting skills give us confidence that we shall be 
properly ·guided in proceeding towards our goal of a 
better world for alllllankind. 
2~ · For the third time in six years we are meeting in a 
special session of the General Assembly devoted to 
development ~nd international economic co-operation. 
On this occasion I should like to express my profound 
appreciation. to the Secretary-General, Mr .. Kurt W ald
heim, and to the Director-General for Development and 
International Economic ·.Co-operation, M~. Kenneth 
Dadzie, for their intensive and untiring ef(orts in the 
prepanition of this session, which, we anticipate, will 
provide a. sound and constructive basis for a better 
understanding of tbe major- economic issues that 
confront the international community. . 
3.. Permit me also to avail myself of this opportunity 
to express our warm welcome to Zimbabwe on the occa
simi of its admission to the United Nations. We consider 
this to be a further step towards the true universality of 
this. Organization. 
4: The manner in which Mr. Mugabe, the Prime Min- .. 
ister of Zimbabwe, has conqucted the affairs of his 
State .since the establishment of his country's indepen
dence indicates that a great new leader has appeared on 

·the world's political stage. The wise anQ · determin.ed 
initiatives taken by the Prime Minister of Ziml:labwe in 
reconciling the various elements in his country and his 
emergence as a factor of stability in southern Africa·are 
already guarantees of his continuing success. Turkey 
extends to the nation of Zimbabwe, through the person 
Cifthis most.exceptionalleader, its warmest wishes for 
happiness-and ·prosperity. 
5. I must concede that I am in a rather advantageous 
position by being one of the last speakers to address this 
forum. Indeed, the advantage lies in the fact that I can 
now take better stock of the deliberations and draw 
some useful conclusions· from previous statements. I 
should like to take this opportunity to elaborate· on 
some of the outstanding issues facing us as I see them. 
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6. Our major concern in international relations is the 
establishnient and maintenance of peace, security and 
stability among nations. Traditionally, peace ha$ been 
considered as a product of an equilibrium based on· the 
security and political independence of States. Today, 
there is a growing-awareness that this equilibrium has, 
in fact, economic and social dimensions as well. There 
can be no stability in an international environment 
where. the disparity between the rich and the poor 
nations reaches such disquieting proportions as we are 
now experiencing. As a developing country, Turkey is 
of the opinion that' unless an equitable new economic 
order is established between the developed and develop
ing countries, the existing disp.arities between them ~ill 
dangerously increase . and Will have adverse soc1al, 
economic and political effects on the world scale . 
7. The speakers who have preceded me have analysed 
in ·. detail . the great economic difficulties· and major 
uncertainties that we all face at this juncture. Many 
representatives have outlined the options before us and 
the responsibilities that all countries, both" developed 
and developing, havein solving these problems. I do not 
wish to repeat theni. In the search for solutions to these 
problems, the correct approach should first be to 
discern the real causes. . 
8. There seems to be a clear convergence of views that 
the world is in a deep crisis, as elaborated in the Brandt 
Commission's report; 1 that this crisis is of a structural 
and therefore; long~term natui:e, as stated iri the Inter
futu'res2 study of. the Organization of Economic Co
operation and- Development (OECD~, at;~~ that the 
energy situation greatly compounds this cnsis. Indeed, 
both world stagflation and developments in the w:orld 
oil market over the past years have posed serious m~jor 
difficulties for all of us. No country, be it centrally 
planned or market-oriented, developed or developing, 
oil-importing or even oil~exporting, has been spared the 
adverse effects of this situation. · 

Mr. Piza Escalante (Costa Rica), · Vice-President, 
took the Chair. 
But many developing countries, including my own, are 
unable to afford the costs of their oil bills and of other 
necessary imports. Thedeteriorationf9f their terms of 
trade and the increased burden of _their balance-of
payments deficit, coupled with increased borrowing, 
subject their social. and political structures to severe 
strain. For some o(them, the strain induced by such 
situations is alarming. In our view, it is neither possible 
nor accurate to classify developing countries according 
to their varying degrees of vulnerability to the crisis. All 
of them feel the brunt. None of them can survive with
out co-operation and assistance. It is therefore impor
tant for these countries that, in addition to the well-

1 North-South: A Progr:am for Survival; ~eport of the Independe!lt 
Commission on International Development Issues under the chair
manship of Willy Brandt . (Cambridge, MassachUsetts, The MIT 
Press, 1980). , 

2lnterjutures: Facing· the Future: Mastering the Probable and Man
aging the Unpredictable (Paris, Organisation for Economic Co
operation and Development, 1979). 
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unanimously recommended Zimbabwe for membership 
in the United Nations. It was in light of this that my 
delegation readily joined the numerous other sponsors 
of the draft-resolution by which the General Assembly 
admitted Zimbabwe to membership of our Organization 
(see General Assembly resolution S.-1111]. The attain-. 
ment of independence by the people of Zimbabwe was 
the culniination of a long and difficult struggle of which 
we in the United Nations are aware and for which, from 
the very beginning, the Philippines-as shown by. the 
records of this Organization-expressed encouragement 

·and support. We' wish the Prime Minister, Mr. Mugabe, 
all the best in his future endeavours for the well-being 
and prosperity of his people. , · 
29. I should like to extend to the General Assembly the 
best wishes of the-President of the Philippines, Mr. Fer
dinand E. Marcos, on behalf of. the Filipino people. Our 
President conveys his earnest hopes and urgent appeal 
for success as we continue in this special session to con
front the serious problems of international economic 
co-operation. 
30. The Philippines recognizes the seriousness of this 
responsibility to participate in this special session of cru
cial significance for the world community. If we cannot 
agree on,a co-operative global strategy to manage the 
litany of crises that plagued the decade of the 1970s, the 
prospectsfor mankind in the 1980s can only be worse. 
31. As the Secretary-General wrote in his recent book, 
Building the Future Order: 

"This .task, a major priority for the coming years, is 
a unique challenge to the international community, 
calling for political determination, co-operation, and 
creative thinking of an unprecedented order." 3 

32. ··.We are all too familiar with. the list of problems of 
the 1970s. The international responses to them have 

' been pathetically ad hoc and inadequate. For instance, 
the collapse of the monetary system at the start of the 
1970s was met by an evolutionary reform that has not 
been conducive to the promotion of financial stability, 
trade, development and growth. International trade has 
been hampered by a rising tide of protectionism. Crit
ical resource requirements for development are con
fronted with declining trends in the share of their gross 
national product which developed countries allocate for 
official development assistance. The shocks and jolts of 
energy supply and prices have aggravated the constraints 
. on growth and development. Even the most elemental 
·or' human needs-food-is becoming increasingly 
scarce for populations in major regions of the develOJ:?~ 
ing world. The scale of ·those and other problems. IS 
becoming alarming, sowing seeds of conflict that 
threaten the peace and security of nations. Ironically, 
large amounts of limited resources continue to be 
diverted as a matter of priority, to armaments for the 
preservation of the vecy peace and security that can be 
better preserved by channelling such resources to the 

·production of basic needs and economic development. 
33. It is not my intention to 'ignore the many positive 
measures and efforts undertaken during the 1970s to 
cope with the problems I have referred to. Indeed there 
were important initiatives taken both at the national 
levels and at the international levels. 
l4. Many countries, both de~eloped and developing, 
have achieved important shifts in energy utilization, 
made significant gains in food production, raised levels 
of domestic savings to finance their investment require-

3See Kurt Waldheim, Building the Fuiure Order (New York, The 
Free Press, 1980), p. xxiv. 

ments and successfully tapped the international stream 
of savings to supplement their requir.ements. . 
35. At the international level, financial institutions 
have increased their lending op~ratioris and mQbili?:ed 
part of their assets to provide concessional assistanc~ to 
needy countries-for example, the trust fund and oil 
facility of the IMF. In trade, gains have also been made 
in concluding agreements on trade liberalization and 
on the Common Fund as· a potential instrument for 
restructuring world commodity trade. ' 
36. As I have noted earlier, all those measures have 
not been sufficient to contain the escalating magnitude 
of problems. It is of the utmost. urgency that we get on 
top of them instead of being overwhelmed by them. 
That can be done. The basic respQnsibility resides in 
each of us to adjust to these problems, but in our inter
dependent world that i~ not sufficient. We cannot 
ignore the consequence on others, nor can any member 
of the community refrain from doing its share in the 

·global effort to contain the problem. Above all, the glo
bal system must be restructtired to remove the biases 
that prevent the developing countries from earning ~heir 
fair share. 
37. Allow me to make some suggestions on the specific 
subject of the international development strategy and 
other aspects of the international economic order. 
38. The international development strategy for the 
third United Nations .development decade must now 
come to fruition. After protracted negotiations there is 
an urgent need to reach agreement on the strategy if it is 
to be an effective instrument in influencing accelerating 
world economic development in that decade. 
39. The targets must not be overly ambitious, nor too 
modest. They· must reflect an appropriate mixture of 
our aspirations and reality. They will be manifestations 
of our serious concern about the current world econo
mic crisis, and will reflect our collective determination 
and our capability to solve that crisis. Nevertheless, 
while it may essentially be a crisis-oriented. strategy, it 
must be a strategy for more than .survival. 
40. The strategy must alleviate the present world prob
lems and thus have a pervasive influence on the nature 
and pace of our development efforts in the 1980s. We 
feel that there is mutuality of interest and concern 
regarding the problems in the areas of trade, monetary 
reform, development assistance, food and energy . 
Those problems deserve prioriW attention., 
41. We strongly feel that if they are to be meaningful 
and effective the solutions pr~scribed · in .the strategy 
must evolve a fair distribution of responsibilities among 
the members of the international community. In that 
task we must take into account the-different capabilities 
and endowments of the various countries. 
42. On the specific target adopted, we share the view 
that the average annual growth target for the 1980s 
seems ·ambitious for some developing countries in the 
light of the present global economic difficulties. Never
theless, whatever target is evolved, those countries that 
can afford to sustain a much higher economic growth 
rate should not be constrained by the global objective. 
Similarly, attainment of the global target should not 
frustrate the efforts of countries to aspire to and reach 
higher growth rates. Efforts to achieve that target 
should not be-viewed as a simple prerogative but as a 
responsibility of the international community. The 
benefits of higher rates of growth undeniably transcend 
national· boundaries. 
43. ·In the field of money and finance, wehave a fuli 
-agenda ahead of us for the· 1980s, both for immediate 
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attention and for longer-term negotiation. The non-oil
. producing d_eveloping countries are increasingly facing 
paymelnts imbalances of a nature different from those 
envisioned in the Bretton Woods Agreement of 1944 
. and. experienced during the two decades or so following 
·the coming into force ofthat Agreement. At that tiii?e 
payments imbalances were often the result of domestic 
policy 'deficiencies and could be j:;orrected by domestic 
policy changes. Th.e system fun~tioned quite efficiently 
at that time, with countries with surpluses absorbing the 
surpluses and deficit countries working off their deficits. 
44. However, the payments imbalances experienced in 
the 1970s, which are likely to continue into the 1980s, 
arelaigely structural, exogenous'in origin, and require 
much longer periods to correct. Thus the present 
·facilities should be liberalized as to conditionality, 
lengthened as to repayment periods, and supported with 

. interest subsidy accounts. Moreover, the burden of 
. adjustment cannot be pfaced solely or evenprimarily on 
'the countries experiencing the imbalances, which are 
more likely than not.io be the non-oil-producing devel
oping countries. This burden must be shared by the 
international communitY as a whole because it is a glo
bal problem. Ttiis adjustment must be supply-oriented 
rather than the traditional prescription of demand 
restriction. 
45. The world must also move forward from what 
were at best interim measures comprehended in the 
Second Amendment to the Articles of Agreement of the 
IMF drafted in Jamaica In March 1976. There must be 
an orderly creation .and distribution of international 
liquidity, and the special drawing rights, improved as to 
some features, must increasingly become the principal 
reserve asset of the international monetary system, 
replacing national currencies rather than suffering a 
progressively diminishing role, as has been happening to 
date. A substantial and continuous allOC;ation of special 
drawing rights should be made to meet the special needs 
of the developing countries and to counterbalance the 
maldistribution of international liquidity, which seems 
to be inherent in the functioning of the present system. 
The correction of the maldistribution would incidentally 
result in a transfer of real resources to the less developed 
countries. 
46. Aside from these matters of immediate concern; 
whose implications are not confined to the short 
term, long-term reform in the international monetary 
system requires recognition of the drastically altered 
economic relations among countries today compared to 
tl.te origins of the Bretton Woods Agreement at the end 
of the Seconq World War. Equitable participation and 
representation in the decision-making pro~ss governing 
the international monetary system implies that the 
developing countries as a whole should have a greater 
voice than at present. I recognize that in a world of sov
ereign nations with different degrees of economic power 
the major role would still have to be played by the devel
opeq market economies as a group.· But certainly the 
change in relative economic power between that group 
and developing countries must be reflected in a bigger 
role for the latter. That could be manifested in a revi
sion of.the formula for calculating the quotas of the 
IMF. 
4.7.. . There must also be an equitable and effective sym
metrical adjustment process with a progressively dimin
isl.ted dependence on . national currencies as reserve 
assets. There must be a progressively increasing role for 
an internationally created and managed reserve asset 
which would have to partake of some of the attributes 
of a· world currency. The maintenance of the real value 
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of financial assets, in which national-currency
denominated reserve assets have conspicuously failed, 
should be incorporated in such management. 
48. The. present regime of unstable exchange rates 
among the major trading currencies, which has been 
brought about by widespread floating, has ironically led 
to an increased need for reserves instead of the theoreti
cally expected result . of lessening dependence on 
reserves. Thus there· should be. a stable exchange-rate 
regime, with provision for adequate flexibility. . 
49. The new world monetary system. cannot confine 
itself to merely facilitating trade and' promoting 'cur
rency stability. It must be designed to' support posi
tively the objective of economic development of the less 
developed countries. . 
50. The present international ·monetary and· financial 
organizations are universal in the sense that membership 
is open to all. But there are a few countries that, for one 
reason or another, have not felt it possible to join or 
that have withdrawn from them. While those countries 
are few, their role in world trade cannot be ignored and 
we should ·work towards some kind of associative 
relationship between the . international monetary . and 
financial organizations and the regional arrangements 
to which those co.untries may belong. In facilitating that 
association, the United Nations, and especially 

. UNCTAD, could play a useful role. It is our hope that 
that could lead eventually to full membership for all. 
51.· Given the factors I have already mentioned, there 
should be, specifically, an increase in programme lend
ing especially for structural adjustment purposes and, 
generally, greater provision for the transfer of real 
resources. While it is commendable to have special 
regard for the requirements of the neediest countries, 
that concern should not lead to a diminution of re~ource 
·transfers to the developing countries as a whole but,. on 
the contrary, should lead to their increase. 
52. There is also increasing mention of constraints on 
private international lending from developed-country 
institutions owing to country exposure limits, capital-to
asset ratios and other prudential guidelines. Modalities 
must therefore be found to rechannel capital surpluses 
from developing countries directly to other developing 
countries in need of external credit. Such rechannelling 
should recognize the mutual .interests of both lending 
and borrowing countries. 
53. On energy, the overwhelming fact is the need for 
an otderly transition from oil-based energy systems to 
the increasing . use of new and renewable resources. 
Great uncertainties now beset this period of transition; 
they arise· from wasteful trends in consumption, the low 
level of investments in the energy field, and even the 
unstable world political situation. 
54. Yet the· discussions and studies of the past few 
years already indicate significant areas of agreement. 
55. · Every shortage' in developing co1,1~tries ~esults in 
dire consequences for the bulk of the world's poor. 
Beyond difficulties with their balance of payments, 
many developing countries have to contend with dimin
ished food production, difficulties of .distribution, 
reduced industrial capacities and the inability: to provide 
the basic services of mass transport and even cooking 
·fuel. 
56. The present session must ensure that the most vul
nerable oil-importing countries are. given priority so that 
they may meet essential requirements, especially during 
periods of reduced supply. To achieve that, special 
arrangements, including financial assistance, should be 
made for developing countries. 
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57: Allow me to refer briefly to the energy programme 
in the Philippines, which may offer some insights on the 
role of energy in developing countries that are heavily 
dependent on energy imports. 

58. OU has consistently accounted for more than 
90 per cent of our energy consumption. As .a result of 
modest economic growth and industrialization, the per 
capita consumption has nearly doubled in about 
10 years. Given a much larger population and price 
escalations, our country allocated at the end of the 
1970s nearly a third :or its export proceeds to pay for 
fuel. That is indeed ~ heavy burden on our develop
ment efforts, as . is the case. in many other developing 
countries. 

59. Our response to this critical situation points to the 
crucial. role of programmes of self-reliance bolstered by 
international assistance. We drew up and implemented a 
bold energy programme of exploration and develop
ment of indigenous resources, including oil and coal, 
and geothermal, hydroelectrical, biomass and solar 
energy sources. We are happy to announce that our 
efforts in oil exploration have yielded modest results in 
off-shore oil drilling under service contracts with well
known oil exploration companies. We are now produc
ing locally about 10 per cent of our oil needs and from 
our ongoing oil exploration we expect more production 
next year and in the year to come. In the process we 
needed support from international institutions,· public;· 
and private. Although we had achieved modest success 
by the second half of the 1970s, much remains to be 
done and we urgently need to tap more development 
assistance. · 

60. Our. experience shows that the exploration and 
development of energy and mineral resources require a 
substantial increase in the transfer of resources and 
technology. 

61. The current situation in the trade sector manifests 
the strengths and weaknesses, the successes and failures, 
of global economic co-operation and negotiations. With 
firm determination and resolve, it wiU not be unrealistic 
to ex:pect that we can overcome thol!e weaknesses, and 
that we cannot but succeed. 

62; ·The recent gains in the global trade liberalization 
efforts. at the Tokyo Round of the GATT multilateral 
trade''i1egotiations, held between September 1973 and 
Apri11979; and the positive initiatives, notably the con
clusion of the negotiations on a Common Fund for 
Comriiodities, for the restructuring of the existing world 
commodity trade system have somewhat assuaged our 
fears and anxieties. However, there is no reason for us 
to be complacent or to build castles in the air. The fun
damental problems remain to be resolved. North-South 
trade is still asymmetrical. World commodity trade is 
highly.· unstable and the resurgence of protectionism 
coilstit~ies a stumbling-block to world trade liberaliza
tion and negates our efforts to achieve a more efficient· 
international division of labour. 
63. ·we believe that this session should address itself to 
those basic problems .. Consequently, the strategy must 
pursue the following principal thrusts. First, a stable 
and equitable world commodity trading system must be 

· · · . _established. We maintain that there is a substantial 
· . mutuality of interests in stable and remunerative prices 
· · for commodities, as the benefits would undeniably 

' accrue to both the producing and consuming countries. 
Thus the potential for global co-operation in this area· 
should be "fully tapped. Towards that end, this session 
must resolve fully to implement the Integrated Pro-

gramme for Commodities4 and should consider 
concrete measures which are supportive of 'diat 
Programme. . · . . . . ; ' . .,. 
64. The Philippines remains fully committed to that 
Programme and, as part of the region of the Associa~ 
tion of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), whichJs 
highly dependent on commodity exports, it has 9ffere9 
Manila as the site of the Common Fund.he;tdquaiters.' 
The creation of the Common Fund is reeognized as a 
landmark in international economic co-operation for 
the particular benefit of developing countries that prO
duce raw materials. We look forward to favourable sup
port for our offer of a site for the Fund headquarters~' 
65. Secondly, with regard to· the improvement qf 
access of the exportation of manufactures and semi
manufactures of developing countries, we note with 
concern the continuing imposition . of barriers tc> 
the exportation of the manufactiues and serrii~ 

· manufactures of developing countries; particularly the 
non-tariff measures imposed by some developed counJ 
tries. We fully share the view that improved ·market 
access for that type of export would not only bring sta.,. 
bility in the trade regime of the developing countries 
but, more importantly, accelerate their industrialization 
efforts. We believe that this session should supportspe.:. 
cific measures that are consistent with the industrial.;. 
ization strategy envisaged in the Lima Declaration 
adopted at the Second General Conference of UNIDO 
held in March 1975 5 particularly the 25 per cent target 
for the share of the developing countries in world mariil~ 
facturing by the year 2000. We shall extend oQr suppQrt 
to any initiatives in that direction. . . 
66. Thirdly, in respect of the acceleration of structural 
changes in the developed countries, we are extremely 
alarmed by the fact that the developed countries have 
shown signs of turning away from adjustment towards 
intensified protectionism. We believe that the resump~ 
tion of protectionist policies would only worsen the vecy 
problems for which a solution is sought. We therefore 
find it imperative that this session initiate measures to 
counteract protectionism and work towards the acceler~ 
ation of the industrial adjustment process. in .the 
developed countries. ·· · · , · 
67. Fourthly, the special pr.ogramme for the least 
developed countries, adopted at .. the fifth· session of 
UNCTAD, held at Manila from 7 May to 3 .June 1979,~ 
must receive high priority in the strategy for the new 
decade. The Philippines, in its own modest way, has 
implemented a technical assistance programme for the 
least developed. We hope to continue this programm~ 
and we look to the international community to do ·no 
k~. . ... 
68. We fully realize that the establishment .of the New 
InternatiQnal Economic Order cannot be accomplisbed, 
in one stroke. We have charted the right course· and.we' 
should expect nothing less than a long a11d diff,ictilf 
journey. · . · :. , ., ., 
69. We appreciate the positive contrib~tion~ maq~~py_, 
the. existing international institutions towards settling 
some of the global economic problems. Through the, 

4See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade. and. 
Development, Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (Uni.t~d 
Nations publication, Sales No. E. 76JI.D.IO and corrigendum),· pa~. 
one A, resolution 93 (IV). · · · · · · ··• \· 

5SeeA/10112, chap. IV. . ···:5>'' 
6gee Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade'and· 

Development, Fifth Session, '(OI. 1, Report and Annexes (United· 
Natio~ts publication, Sales No. E.79.II.D.l4), part one A, res?!';!~. 
tion 122 (V). · 

"'•···:-.·. 
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nieehlinism of international dialogue and negotiation, 
iD'td:national relations between the North and the South 
a~e, beginning to reflect a consensus.. As a result, our 
faith 'in multilateral economic co-operation and diplo~ 
macy"has not been lost in the midst of ling~ring world 
ecohoinic difficulties. We believe that the existing inter
naiidrlal 'constitutions. cannot disregard the . pressures 
ot cli~e ~~ go on with business as usual. To resist 
the'' present· reform· initiatives is to accelerate the 
obsolescence ~nd decay of these institutions. 
70~ · Oui: efforts to reform the present international 
economic order, if they are to be meaningful and dur
able, should be governed by the principle of universal
ity •. It is difficult to visualize any future international 
e!=o.riomic system with claims to legitimacy and fairness 
that exdu~es the full participation of the developing 
countries in negotiations ·on global economic issues. 
7.l< Tl;le 'con~ening of tliis session at this most oppor
tut;~.e time. is a clear indication that we have made the 
dght choice. We ar!;.gathered here today as one com
munity of mankind to perform a delicate historic task: 
tQ :initiate a major transformation in economic relations 
ru:nong States in the direction of universal equity, justice 
and stability. The central focus of this task is to acceler
a~(!:the economic development of developing countries. 
'I;hi~ •. · to us, should be the principal concern of the 
international development strategy for the third United 
N_a,ifons d.evelopment decade and the global negoti~tions 
th.atwe are about to launch. . 
72; ·,At no other time in history has the existing inter
national economic system been under such tremendous 
pressure on many fronts.: money, trade, investment, aid 
and, energy. In recent years we have witnessed the deter
ioration of traditional international arrangements to the 
point.where reform has become the only feasible alter
native. The magnitude of the global problems should 
nc::ither overwhelm us nor shock us into inaction and 
resignation. Indeed, this is the challenge before us: to 
pursue positive and continuous progress for mankind. 
73. · Mr. JAMAL (Qatar) (interpretation/rom Arabic): 
The delegation of Qatar is extremely happy to see the 
Republic of Zimbabwe among us as a fully fledged 
Member of the United Nations. On this occasion I join 
my colleagues in conveying my sincere greetings to 
Zimbabwe and to those who led it in its heroic struggle 
against colonialism and for the attainment of 
independence and freedom. · 
i4. ·,. Th~ principal goal in convening the sixth special 
sessiop of the General Assembly in 1974 was to embark 
on common action to restructure economic relations 
arid Jo establish a New International Economic Order 
based·on equity, justice and democracy. The task of the 
present eleventh special session is to assess the progress 
maqe '.in·· solving international economic problems in 
order to enable us, on the basis of that assessment, 
to . aqopt the appropriate measures for promoting our 
cofilriion;aspirations, namely, the development of devel
opinjfcountries, the solution of their existing problems 
arid the achievement of international economic co
operation. 
75. The last six years have witnessed an abundance of 
activities. Some of them have taken place· within the 
frame\vork of the United Nations and its specialized 
agenCies cencerned with international economic rela
tions. Others have been undertaken under the aegis of 
well~known international forums, notably those repre
senting,· on the· one hand, the developing countries
such· as 'the Group of 77 and the Sixth Conferen~e of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun.:. 

tries, held at Havana from 6 to 9 September 1979-and, 
on the other hand, the developed countries-f9r 
example, the so-called North-South dialogue. The one 
thing the documents resulting from all these activities 
have in common is their recognition Qf the deterioration 
in the world economic situation and the deadlock which 
has come about in the negotiations between developing 
and developed countries. , . 
76. The ro9t-cause of the deterioration in the world 
economic situation-if we may use such an expression 
in such an extremely complex area-is the failure of 
developed countries to control their underlying disequili
bria and their reluctance too to admit that those dis
equilibria are the basic cause of the-imbalaJ:i.ee in- their 
economies and in international economic relations as .a 
whole. However, problems that have faced developing 
countries for a long time, particularly in the areas of 
trade, commodities, money, finance and technology, 
still exist. Far from having been solved, they have 
become all the more acute and complicated. The heart 
of the matter is that the develo~d countries have not 
been entirely satisfied with their inaction with regard to. 
tackling these questions, which must be an active pro
cess. They went so far as to press for the adoption of 
new concepts such as freedom of .access to supplies, 
gradualism, selectivity, the benefits to be derived from a 
world strategy in respect of basic necessities and the 
concept of discrimination. This was considered by the 
Group of 77 as distorting the concept of co-operation~ 
Furthermore, it was regarded as a design likely to divert 
the attention of the world community from the more 
urgent international economic problems and the nego
tiations for bringing about a New International Econo
mic Order. Hence the rejection by the Group of 77 of. 
such concepts as run counter to the aspirations of devel~ 
oping countries and to their unity of purpose and their 
solidarity with regard to safeguarding and furthering 
the interests of their peoples. 
77. The call which was voiced during the sixth special 
session of the General Assembly in 1974-a call which 
still maintains its force-for the establishment of a New 
International Economic Order that advocates justice in 
international economic relations, was not made in a 
vacuum. It resulted logically from the collapse of the 
outdated economic system, or at least was a corollary of 
the bankruptcy of that system, founded on traditional 
colonialism, following the latter's complete elimination, 
with the exception of a few pockets of resistance here . 
and there. This bankruptcy was coupled with the ep}er
gence of newly inqependent developing countries which 
subsequently engaged in new fierce battles to ~proot 
that colonialism that had been usurping their wealth; 
embodied in what came to be called transnational cor
porations. These historic developments, both political, 
and economic, reinforced by the triumph of a number 
of oil-producing developing countries in their protracted . 
and bitter struggle against the gigantic transnational cor
porations to affirm their sovereignty and their mastery 
over their natural resources and national riches, have 
led to the need to reach a New International Economic 
Order commensurate with the negative as well as the 
positive variables in political and economic world 
conditions. 
78. It would not be appropriate at this time to define 
the problems which have so far impeded the achieve
ment' of this commonly desired objective. Despite· all the 
sincere and painstaking efforts exerted at. the level of 
international action, it is the task of the committeeS of 
this momentous session, which will undoubtedly com-. 
prise the elite of the world's experts in the· various 
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aspects of trade and the economy, to undertake such an 
endeavour; However, I wish to tackle in some detail a 
single question related to a strategic vital commodity 
that heads the items of discussion and research in all 
international forums similar to this Assembly, namely, 
the question of energy. Each country in the world in fact 
deals with this question from a different perspective, 
according to how it is affected by the question, as well 
as its special e<::onomic conditions. Yet, there is a trend 
which is apparent and which. was first aqvocated by the 
Governments of industrialized StateS. Recently, the mass· 
media of the Western industrialized States have been 
persistently seeking to, spread and widely instil this 
trend. It is a trend stemming from the evasion by tradi
tional colonial States of their fundamental responsibil
ity for the deteriorating condition to which the world 
economy has been reduced. Their attempt to place the 
responsibility on the oil-producing developing States 
has been clearly displayed throughout this debate. It is 
an OVert attempt to SOW dissension among the third
world countries. But th~ third world has already mani
fested its presence on the international scene as a politi
cal entity to be reckoned with. This attempt, which is 
regrettaply still being made, soon revealed the political 
motive behind it, when it began to centre on certain 
States ainong the group of oil-producing States. Those 
States, singled out in irresponsible official statements 
and by Western commentators as the ones to blame for 
undermining the world economy, are the Arab oil
producing States. I need not track the course of this 
unfair campaign, at least as far as its information aspect 
is concerned, or trace it to its real source, that is, world 
zionism. It would be simplistic to accuse zionism with
out tracking down the other complex political and eco
nomic · motives that this campaign strategy involves, 
regardless of the difference in purpose. Indeed, while 
H1e recovery by the Arab oil States of mastery over their 
natural resources, represented in a single commodity 
which is oil, their success in managing this vital industry 
and their use of the earnings accrued to develop and 
advance their communities set a worthy example to 
other developing countries which are economically 
dependent on one or more raw materials, their example 
prompted attempts on the part of transnational corpor
ations to undermine it by any possible means. Our suc
cessful experience startled transnational corporations 
and shook them to their foundations. We have to 
imagine the enormous profits reaped by those trans
national corporations through exploiting the natural 
resources of developing countries, in order. to realize 
thek savage reaction to what they see as a menace to 
their interests. It would be most pertinent, in this 
resp'ect, to bear in mind UNDP. statistics which point 
out that, while consumers in the industrialized world 
pay an estimated $350 billion for the purchase of com
modities from the developing world, the developing 
world receives only an estimated $35 billion to $40 bil
lion as export earnings. Ninety per cent of the real earn
ings of commodity exports slips away through interme~ 
diary services such as marketing, distribution and 
transportation. The main reason for this situation is the 
domination practised by the transnational corporations 
which are centred in the industrialized countries. It 
would have been inconceivable to believe that, in the 
last quarter of the twentieth century, 90 per cent of the 
sales value of developing countries' commodities went 
to transnational corporations had this startling and ter
ribly alarming fact not been documented by the United 
Nations. 
79. in the course of this debate, some have attempted 
directly or indirectly to censure the oil-exporting coun-

tries and attribute to them the responsibility fot pdce 
rises and monetary inflation in the international niaiket. 
80. Before quoting figures to respond to. such .a 
groundless allegation, I wish to note a fact Of para
mount importance: in all the published reportS. and 
studies on oil, we never find two significant facts that 
are unavoidable if we are to explain or U:nderstarid the 
behaviour of oil States. · · · · 
81. The first fad is that transnational corporations 
abused this national wealth without limit or control for 
decades, without paying the producing countries fair 
prices. Even the oil revenues of those countries were 
insufficient to balance their payments. Most of their 
Governments were continuously indebted to foreign oil 
companies. Secondly, oil constitutes the only revenue 
for most of these countries. Its value as a source. of 
wealth is subject to the rates of production. 
82. Despite the harshness of those two facts, the coun:
tries members of the Organization of Petroleum Export
ing Countries [OPEC] in general and the members of 
the Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Coun
tries [OAPEC] in particular, rising above self~intetest, 
have sought to contribute a certain percentage of their 
oil revenues to assist the most affected third-world 
countries, notwithstanding their own enormous and 
urgent development requirements to compensate for 
long years of exploitation and wastage of their wealth. 
Let me substantiate that with the following facts. · .'· 
83. The targeted assistance of 0. 7 per cent of the g~os~ 
national product, as set forth by the United Nations 
more than a decade ago and as reaffirmed recently by 
the Brandt Commission as a target to be achi(:ved l>Y 
1985 has been exceeded by the OPEC countries a8 a 
group. As for the more relevant cases that are called 
Arab "surplus" countries, they have actually surpassed 
that target many times, ranging from six to 22 times, 
depending on the country and the year. Indeed, sirice . 
1974 the five leading donor countries in the world-as 
far as official development assistance as a percentage· of 
the .gross national product is concerned-have contin• 
ually been Arab States members of OPEC. The contri
butions of some of those co:untries, even in absolute 
value, are much in excess of those of the richest indus
trialized States. It is said that all the countries of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Develop
ment (OECD) contributed 0.34 per cent of their gross 
national product in 1979. However, their actual contri .. 
bution is below that percentage, because they include in 
their assistance figures their aid to southern Europe, to 
Israel and to their independent principalities. It is note
worthy that the total gross national product of the 
OPEC countries, according to the most recent statistics 
of the World Bank for 1979, amounted to 7 per cent of 
the gross na~ional product of the OECD countries; 
while the contributions of Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates to assistance at a certain time surpassed, in 
absolute value, those of France or the Federal Republic 
of Germany, the total gross national product of all the 
Arab countries members of OPEC, including Qatar, 
Iraq and Algeria, represents 36 per cent of France's 
gross national product and 27 per cent of West Ge~
many's gross national product. OECD statistics ind~cate 
that the total development assistance of four "surplus". 
States on the Arab Gulf surpasses, in absolute value, 
that given by the United States of America, and their 
gross national product represented 4.5 pet cent. of .. the 
gross national product of the United States of Amerjca:, 
However, an annual study published by the Develop7. 

ment· Assistance Committee of OECD noted. ~h~t 
Qatar's development assistance for the year 1979 repre-
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sented 5.6 per cent of its gross national product. Thus it 
held first place among all the donor countries for that 
year. 
84. Although those statistics authoritatively refute all 
the calumnies of biased Zionist propaganda, they omit a 
significant and serious aspect of the situation: the Arab 
oil-producing countries extend their assistance in cir
cumstances that require the full use of their own 
resources. I do not believe that, although we are at pres
ent debating purely economic issues, we can turn a deaf 
ear to the reality of the situation in the Middle East. 
Two thirds of the established international oil reserves 
lie deep in the soil of the Middle East. In view of the 
tense situation that prevails, the concerns of the Arab 
oil-pr,oducing countries are divided between implement
ing the objectives of development for their communities, 
the achievement of peace and stability vis-a-vis the 
Israeli enemy, which threatens to ignite the whole region, 
on the one hand, and coping with the greed of great 
Powers, on the other. Such greed has been manifested 
through the feverish super-Power rivalry to encircle the 
Indian Ocean zone and install military bases-a matter 
which has been denounced by the Government of Qatar 
and all the Governments in that area. It is no wonder 
then that this mood of concern and tension has had its 
repercussions on the international oil market itself, as 
we all know. The Government of Qatar believes that as 
a result of the mounting tensions in the region the inter
national market will always remain unstable, unless sta
bility is restored to the .Middle East through Israel's 
withdrawal from all the occupied Arab territories and 
the Palestinian people attain their legitimate and inalien
able right to establish their national homeland in 
Palestine. 
85. In conclusion, I wish, on behalf of the Govern
ment of the State of Qatar, to express our confidence 
that, guided by Mr. Salim's efficiency and wisdom, the 
work of the special session will be crowned with the 
su¢cess to which the entire international community 
aspires. 
8~. Mr. CARIAS (Honduras) (interpretation from 
Spanish): First of all, may I convey to President Salim 
a,nd the other officers of this eleventh special session of 
the General Assembly our respects and warmly express 
my Government's satisfaction at seeing him preside over 
our debates aware as we are of his talents and his devo
tion to the cause of the United Nations and to genuine 
international co-operation. 
87. May I associate myself with the congratulations 
and words of welcome to the Republic of Zimbabwe, 
which, in joining our Organization at this session of the 
General Assembly has successfully crowned 20 years of 
valiant struggle for the dignity of a people and the 
affirmation of its sovereignty in its own territory. 
88. We are meeting at an historic moment, one of par
ticular importance in which tensions and the resurgence 
of various conflicts, which largely originate in the pre
vailing economic disorder and the arms race, are threat
ening to hold up and even prevent the normal develop
ment of global economic negotiations so necessary 
to facilitate understanding among nations and an 
improvement in the living standards of our peoples, 
within an increasingly interdependent world economy. 
89. The arms race feeds under-development by divert
ing vast resources from nobler ends. Poverty and econo
mi(; difficulties, for their part, drive peoples to the 
extrei11es of desperation and war. The hegemonic ten
dencies and oppression from which the contemporary 
world is suffering are without a doubt the results of a 
strategic struggle for control over resources and means 

of communication and, hence, of the destiny of billions 
of people who produce goods and ensure transportation. 
90. The Government of Honduras for its part, has 
always believed and so stated through its highest repre
sentatives in various bodies that peace is consolidated 
through development and that it is thus a task for all 
members of the international community-an immense 
task, if you like, but none the less an urgent one, which 
we are tackling under the auspices of the United Nations 
in trying to establish a new international economic order 
that would enable us to overcome historical injustices 
and economic and technological structural short
comings through a large joint undertaking producing 
equitable benefits for the industrialized North and the 
have-not South. 
91. Of course, we do need a greater political will. To 
that end we have to enter into effective commitments 
that are not broken once the debate or deliberation is 
over. The negotiating effort we all make therefore can
not be on one track or in one direction alone, but must 
be translated into binding agreements and mutual obli
gations that can effectively be implemented. This is the 
challenge of the new decade. This is the challenge that 
we must meet. 
92. The developing countries, as was rightly stated in 
the communique of the Ministerial Meeting of the 
Group of 77 of 22 August 1979, are convinced that 

"The aggravation of these negative trends in the 
world economy [have} a profound asymmetrical 
impact, since the economies of the developing coun
tries [are} the main victims owing to their vulnerability 
and lack of capacity to make the requisite adjust
ments". [see A/S-11/19, annex, para. 4.] 

93. Our countries are weighed down by debts, the cost 
of energy and capital inputs. Their endeavours at agri
cultural modernization and industrialization frequently 
come up against trade and tariff barriers and come to 
grief. Their efforts at planning are rendered less effec
tive as a result of monetary instability and the grad
ual but inexorable rise in the cost of financial and 
technological resources in the industrialized countries. 
94. For those reasons, our objectives for the interna
tional strategy for the third decade must be far-reaching 
but realistic when we seek to eliminate disparities and to 
promote sustained growth in the world economy, with 
particular attention to be given to the structural read
justment that would make it possible for a real growth 
to take place in the economy of the developing coun-· 
tries. We must at the same time try to give greate( 
emphasis to an equitable distribution of the benefits of 
growth and, above all, ensure that these benefits can, in 
the short-term and medium-term, be attained through 
concerted action, which would be agreed on and carried 
out in the early years of the decade. 
95. The diagnosis of problems, after all, has bt;en 
fairly thorough and several agencies of the United 
Nations and groups of eminent persons such as Brandt 
Commission have helped Governments to make that 
diagnosis. In the elements that have been analysed, 
representatives can, of course, differ regarding what 
emphasis should be given to this or that factor, but not 
regarding the urgency of the problems involved, their 
nature and possible solutions that might be brohght to 
bear in various sectors of the world economy. Now we 
have to negotiate, and negotiate with a view to the 
future and with universality in mind. 
96. Our delegation feels that the essential elements of 
the strategy fall into four major groups, which could be 
summed up as follows: international support for food 
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production and the elimination of rural unemployment 
and under-employment; change in trade systems, trans
port systems and the international distribution of com
modities; the development of different sources of 
energy, a guaranteed supply of oil for developing coun
tries and the rational use of the same by the industrial
ized countries; and a massive international mobilization 
of financial and technological resources of sufficient 
quantity to promote development. 
97. This is an ambitious programme. It presupposes 
far-reaching objectives which we possibly will include in 
a comprehensive strategy for the third United Nations 
development decade. But they are also general premises 
which will not satisfy our countries unless accompanied 
by an emergency short-term programme of action that 
would effectively usher in a new era of international 
economic co-operation for development. 
98. Honduras is a country of relatively lesser develop
ment in Latin America, seriously !lffected by the energy 
crisis and chronically suffering from instability of 
income caused by fluctuations in the prices of exports. 
Its efforts at development and diversification are fre
quently hampered by quotas, tariffs and other obstacles 
thrown up by Northern protectionism. 
99. In its internal economic policy, Honduras has 
chosen change and constant improvement in the living 
conditions of its population. Its programme of agrarian 
reform has made it possible to integrate thousands of 
peasant families into the process and to include them in 
the benefits of development, increasing food production 
and generating resources to provide basic social services. 
Incentives for industrialization are provided to help 
to supply goods to the population and to combat 
alienation in urban centres. 
100. As for energy, our country has undertaken the 
hydroelectric project of "El Caj6n", a large-scale pro
ject that can meet national needs and consolidate energy 
co-operation iri the Central American isthmus. We are 
also giving high priority to the exploration for mineral 
deposits and the exploitation of marine resources of the 
sea-bed and the continental shelf. 
101. Furthermore, Honduras is fully aware of the 
need to supplement national efforts with the activities of 
the international community and is endeavouring to 
play an active part in international financial institutions 
and to broaden its economic rela:tions with countries on 
different continents and with different economic and 
social systems. 
102. · We are a country convincei:l of the possibilities of 
co-operation among developing countries and, in this 
regard, we welcome the presence at our Assembly of the 
Latin American Economic System, the co-ordinating 
and support body for our region. We also attach great 
importance to subregional co-operation in Central 
America and to the activities carried out in this regard 
by the Permanent Secretariat of the General Treaty on 
Central American Economic Integration and the Central 
American Bank for Economic Integration, which has its 
head office in Honduras. 
103. In the Caribbean, Honduras is pleased to take 
part in the agreement on oil supplies of 3 August 1980, 
concluded by several countries with the Governments of 
Mexico and Venezuela in an action which the acting 
Pr.esident of Honduras, General Policarpo Paz Garcia, 
described as one of solidarity among peoples of a 
common destiny. 
104. None the less our experience in recent years does 
not allow us to be overly optimistic about possibilities 
for international co-operation, if we do not manage to 

act resolutely and with political will to change the 
adverse course which has begun with the disappointing 
results of the round of negotiations of GATT, the fifth 
session of UNCT AD and the Third General Conference 
of UNIDO, which failed lamentably on various aspects. 
105. In these circumstances, it is clear that, if we wi~}J 
to make progress towards a new international econqmiC 
order, we must begin by improving the machinery of:the 
North-South dialogue and its potential for success; We 
have to ensure universality in the negotiating process 
and focus our efforts on the structures which will make 
it possible to attain our objectives of co-operatio·n .. 
106. The round of global economic negotiations envis
aged by the General Assembly must be effectively 
launched by this special session. We cannot delay its 
organization any further. Finally, to go off on a tangent 
and evade our commitments would simply worsen the 
crisis and, at the cost of we know not what sacrifices 
both in the industrialized countries. and in the developr 
ing countries, hamper the implementation of rational 
solutions to highly topical problems seriously affecting 
the peoples we represent. 
107. No one can have any illusion that we still have 
time. Structural reforms in international trade, the sta
bilization of the purchasing power of raw materials and 
commodities, food security, the transfer of financial 
and technological resources, the conservation of oil and 
the development of alternative sources of energy-are 
all, among others, objectives shared by the international 
community, which, individually or collectively, cannot 
evade the responsibility incumbent upon ·it for finding 
viable solutions to the problems they pose. · · 
108. The global economic negotiations are an imper~ 
ative need in the present international economic situa
tion, and the United Nations is the .Proper forum to 
carry them through, given its universality and the high 
degree of technical support that its agencies can make 
available. Although the lofty tenets of the New Inte:t• 
national Economic Order were laid down in 1974 and 
1975, it has become clear in recent years that their appli
cation will be possible only if a highly political world
wide effort is made towards obtaining consistent econo
mic agreements on a series of important questions.·· · 
109. Although, in our view, sectoral negotiations are 
necessary at a certain stage of the global negotiations, 
they can no longer be isolated from co-ordination and a 
central drive that would exercise the necessary influence 
to bring them to a successful conclusion. 
110. Of course, some sectoral objectives can be con
solidated at the same time as the process of global nego~ 
tiations is going on, and within that process, but with
out separating them from the over-all perspectiye that 
must prevail in our endeavours. In this regard it ·goes 
without saying that Honduras hopes that the agree~ 
ments on the Common Fund for Commodities will very 
soon be implemented, together with an appropriate con
clusion of the negotiations on the International Enter
prise and Authority for the sea-bed, which could then 
become examples of a renewed political will for inter
national co-operation, which Honduras is fostering;~ . 
111. In conclusion, I should like to stress again th~t w_~ 
fully concur with the approach calling for a confer~nce 
leading to the supervising and furthering of the negotia~ 
tions on each and every one of its separate subje~ts~a 
machinery making it possible to launch a long process 
of negotiation in 1981, with the necessary recesses for 
instructions and confirmation of partial results, which~· 
benefiting from the support of the agencies of· the 
United Nations system, would at no time loseits charac-
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ter of a universal and, hence, genuip.e and firm commit
ment,·.in an increasingly interdependent world. That is 
becoming increasingly necessary and that is what we 
believe we must begin to achieve. ' 
112: ''Mr. THIOUNN THIOUM (Democratic Kam
puchea) (interpretation from French): I should like first 
of· all to extend to the President, on behalf of the delega
tion of DemocratiC Kampuchea, our sincere and warm 
con~atula~ions on; his U!lani~ous el~tion as Presi~ent 
of'this sessiOn. ThiS chotce, wtth whtch we are particu
larly· pleased, is once again a well-deserved tribute to 
him and to his country, the United Republic of Tan
zania. We hope that, under his wise guidance, the work 
of this important session will achieve full success. 
:113. It is also an honour and a privilege for me towel
come, on behalf of Democratic Kampuchea and on my 

· own behalf, the admission ofthe Republic of Zimbabwe 
to ·membership in the United Nations and to extend to 
Mr:.Robert Mugabe, Prime Minister and' leader of the 
J;eople of Zimbabwe, our warmest congratulations. The 
people and the Government of Democratic Kampuchea 
have always supported the heroic struggle of the people 
of ~imbabwe against colonialism and racism. We are 
particularly pleased to see today this struggle crowned 
with :1!. striking victory, which, for all peoples still.st~g
gling for their independence, takes on valuable stgntfi
cance, . that of the inevitable victory of the inalitnable 
right of peoples to independence and sovereignty and 
the. defeat of the forces of oppression, whatever they 
nu1.y be. The people and the Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea wish the people of Zimbabwe a life of 
J)eace, freedom and progress. 
114.· ·International economic relations and the world 
~conomy are suffering from an illness caused by a state 
of constant crisis. The economic position of the devel
opjng countries is becoming worse and worse. Interna
tional economic conditions continue to deteriorate. 
Partial solutions to marginal problems have been tried. 
But is has been proved that the path of partial settle
ments leads to-failure. Thegap between the developing 
and-the developed countries continues to widen, increas
i~. the dependence of the developing countries ap.d 
makb1g them more vulnerable than ever to negattve 
tr:ends in the world economy,. 
11 S, .. If international economic relations and the world 
economy are to escape from this state of constant 
crisis-.which, if allowed to continue, will have unpre
dictable consequences for the world-there is no other 
course than to settle the problem as a whole, in the con
text . of a restructuring of international economic rela
tions and the global development of everyone. It is only 
in that context that we can reconcile the differing 
intereSts . and . reach points of convergence and 
agreement, ensuring that the interests of a global 
de~elopment benefiting everyone prevail. 
116 .. · That is why the del~ation of Democratic Kam
puchea .wholeheartedly calls for the opening of global 
negotiations to define a new international development 
strategy and establish a new international economic 
order that will be just and bring prosperity to everyone. 
My delegation considers that a decision must be taken at 
the en9 of the present session to start these negotiations 
at last. Once that deeision has been taken, the road 
rertuiining to be traversed will of course still be long. 
1J)e .. p,roblem is complex, but there is no other choice. 
117. · However, the success of such an undertaking can
not· be conceived of or ensured without respect for what 
constitutes the very foundation of the· New Interna
tional Economic Order-that is, the.right of peoples to 

d.evelopment and security, a right which in turn iS link.ed 
to and transcended by another right: the inalienable and 
sacred right of peoples to independence and sovereignty 
and to determine their own fate freely without any out
side interference; in a word, the right of peoples to live 
in peace, with their independence and sovereignty 
respected in accordance with the United Nations Char
ter. It is common knowledge that today all those rights 
at the basis of the New International Economic Order 
are being cynically trampled under foot by the expan
sionist forces, which, behind the curtain of detente,·are 
frantically expanding everywhere in the world, seriously 
threatening world peace. Those forces always have 
recourse to the same means: armed aggression followed 
by a deceptive call for detente and peace; in order to 
gain the respite necessary to. strengthen their acquired 
position. Their well-known Justification is also a:Iways 
the same: an "appeal" by the peoplesl'or liberation by a 
foreign armed force, in an attempt to camouflage and 
justify the aggression as an act of international solidar
ity. The intervention of foreign forces in the internal 
affairs of a State, under whatever pretext, is totally 
incompatible with the basis of the New International 
Economic Order and with its great objectives. As the 
preamble to the International Development Strategy for 
the Third United Nations Development Decade rightly 
emphasizes: ' 

"Full respect for the independence, sovereigQty 
and territorial integrity of every country, abstention 
from the threat or use of force against any State, non
interference in the internal affairs of other States and 
the settlement by peaceful means of disputes among 
States are of the utmost importance for the success of 
the International Development Strategy." [AIS-:-1,1(2. 
(part Ill), annex, para. 13.] 

118. For its part, Democratic Kampuchea is. under
going a bitter experience that proves the truth of that 
provision. More than 250,000 Vietnamese troops of 
aggression, strongly backt<d by the expansionist gr~t 
Power are occupying Democratic Kampuchea's tern
tory today, having invaded the country on 25 Decem
ber 1978, in flagrant violation of the principles of the 
United Nations Charter and the principles of the Move
ment of Non-Aligned Countries. Democratic Kampu
chea's many economic and social achievements from 
1975 to 1978 have all been wiped out. A people in full 
health, self-sufficient in all kinds of foodstuffs, a people 
that since 1977 had even been exporting a part of its. 
agricultural produ~tion and industrial crops such as rice 
and rubber, is today dying of hunger, reduced to fleeing 
the homeland by the hundreds of thousands. The crime 
perpetrated by the Vietnamese aggressors against . the 
people of Kampuchea is indescribable; it is the most 
abominable kirid of crime-especially· since massacres, 
famine, destruction and chemical weapons are being 
used to exterminate an entire race and civilization. So 
far, more than 2 million Kampucbean men, women and 
children have become victims of this crime, · 
119. Millions of other persons have become refugees 
in their own country. Those millions of displaced per
sons, both inside and outside the country, have created 
a financial burden for the international community 
unprecedented in the history of mankind. These sums 
could have been better used for economic pur:poses; 
to promote the development of the least-f~voured 
countries and peoples. l 
120. How, given those conditions, can we talk about 
the right of peoples to development and security, and 
how can it be imagined that we can establish a new inter
pational economic order if the expansionist forceS thus 
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continue with impunity to apply the law of the jungle 
and to show the most cynical contempt for the United 
Nations Charter, the principles of the Non-Aligned 
Movement and the principles that govern international 
relations? If the expansionist forces are not contained 
and if their plans are not· halted in time, any attempt 
to establish a new international economic order will be 
doomed to failure. 
121. In this regard, it is common knowledge that the 
present struggle of the Kampuchean people against the 
Vietnamese expansionists, who are supported by their 
master the great expansionist Power, is not only'a strug
gle for the survival of the people and nation of Kampu
chea but even more a struggle to safeguard peace in 
South-East Asia and in the world, and it thus serves 
the common cause of establishing a new international 
economic order. 
122. Initially the world did. not realize the significance 
and scope of the Vietnamese aggression arid this strug
gle. It was only after the invasion of Afghanistan that 
people began to perceive the magnitude of the danger. 
The Vietnamese aggression against Democratic Kampu
chea is aimed at more than the setting up of an "Indo-

. chinese Federation"; it is aimed at the whole of South
East Asia and _the strategic Strait of Malacca. The 
invasion of Afghanistan is aimed at more than Afghani
stan itself; it is aimed at the rich sources of oil in the 
Persian Gulf and the Middle East. 
123: The invaders of Kampuchea and Afghanistan 
support one another, for the two expansionist thrusts 
are part and parc~l of a single global plan for regional 
and world domination, a plan aimed at placing under 
the control of those expansionists points that are vitally 
strategic for the world economy. If those objectives 
were to be achieved, it would be pointless to continue to 
speak about the right of peoples to development and 
security or about the establishment of a just and pros
perous new international economic order for all, 
because that order would then be an order of subordina
tion under the total domination of the expansionists, 
who care not at all about the right of peoples to free 
development and justice. . . 
124. It is certain that, if the Hanoi authorities were 
able to. seize control of Kampuchea, they would not 
limit their ambition to what is called Indochina and that 
once .that ambition was gratified they would continue 
their. thrust in the region. Indeed, the facts have always 
shown that Viet-Nam has harboured the ambition of 
playing the role of a great Power in South-East Asia 
under cover of an alleged internationalist mission it 
must fulfil as an outpost of a so-called socialism, fight
ing against the forces that cherish peace, independence 
and· justice, :which for the needs of its cause it calls 
''imperialist'' and ''reactionary'', namely, those repre
senting other South-East Asian countries. 
125. · This ambition does not date from yesterday; it 
goes back several· decades, to when the Indochinese 
communist party was created, a party that has become 
the Hanoi regional-expansionist party. Its design is to 
create an "Indochina Federation" that would in fact be 
nothing more than a greater Viet-Nam, like a snake 
absorbing its prey, swallowing up the peoples of Laos 

.. and Kampuchea with the aim of wiping them off the 
'-.ap of the world, in a fashion similar to. what happened 

"'te 17th century to the Islamic Kingdom of Champa 
~ore recently, to our Kampuchea Krom, which is 
'~wn as the southern part of South Viet-Nam. 

\~e countries of the region are· aware that 
/danoi authorities are seeking is a second 

Munich in South-East Asia and recognition of theJait 
accompli in Kampuchea, which would give them the 
necessary respite to consolidate their forces for a'new 
thrust in the region when the time is ripe. · ,, 
127. In order to carry out that . dream of regional 
domination the Hanoi authorities are determined to pay 
any pric.e. They have not hesitated to betray the· pro~ 
found aspirations of Vietnamese people to live in peace 
and independence and in a democratic and prosperous 
society. Now that the Hanoi authorities have supplied 
their master with the military bases of Danang and Cam 
Ranh Bay, there is no longer aily' room for doubt. Viet
Nam has very definitely become the spring-board for 
the global strategy of the great expansionist Power· in 
that critical part of the world. . 
128. But in their thrust into South-East Asia the 
expansionists are finding a rock-like obstacle barring 
their path: the resolute struggle of the Kampuchean · 
people under the leadership of the Patriotic and Demo-' 
cratic Front of the Great National Union of Kami:mcheit 
and the Government of DemocratiC Kampuchea, which 
are determined to defend the survival of the nation and 
people of Kampuchea, their national entity, 'their right 
to existence as an independent, sovereign and neutral 
State, their right to development and their right freelyto 
determine their own destiny. . . · : · 
129. Because of this resolute struggle,' the 250,oo0 
Vietnamese troops are today bogged down in Kampu
chea, and the Hanoi authorities have been driven mili
tarily into a total impasse, which will ineluctably lead 
them to final defeat. In order to escape from that 
impasse they are now undertaking all sorts ofr,nanoeu~ 
vres and attempts to dupe world public opinion in orper. 
to achieve diplomatically what they have been unable to 
achieve on the battlefield: that is to say, the legalizatibn 
of their aggression in Kampuchea and acceptance by tlie 
world of that aggression as a fait accompli. · · · · 
130. The diplomatic manoeuvres are all aimed at 6ne 
way or another to ensure, as a first step, that the seat of 
Democratic Kampuchea in the United Nations is left 
vacant, that Democratic Kampuchea is deprived of its 
legitimate rights in the United Nations as the sole legal 
and legitimate representative of the Kampucheapoople. 
The manoeuvres of the Hanoi authorities to depict their 
recent aggression _against Thailand as a conflict between 
Viet-Nam and Thailand are also aimed at achieving that 
objective and thus making the world community 'forget 
their aggression against and armed occupation of 
Kampuchea. · · 
131. In the face of these diplomatic manoeuvres of the 
Hanoi authorities as well as of their aggression against 
Democratic J(ampuchea 'and the South-East Asian 
countrJes, my delegation ~Us upon the world commun
ity to consider the Kampuchean issue in all its aspects, in. 
order to preserve peace in the common interest and in· 
the interest of establishing a New International Econo.-. 
mic Order, to which we are all committed. If in their. 
manoeuvres of diplomatic deception the expansionists 
succeeded, through one expedient or another, i'n legal
izing their aggression in Kampuchea, they would be .in 
such a position of strength that nothing could either: 
check or stop them in their drive into South-East Asia, 
towards the Strait of Malacca, towards a total grip 'on· 
the region-the southern part of the Pacific Ocean and 
the eastern part of the Indian Ocean. By that time if Will 
be too late. With the occupation of Afghanistan,· the 
expansionists would be in such a strategic position that 
nothing could be done to preserve the peace, security 
and independence of any of the countries· in· th'dse' 
regions, which accord with the profound aspiratiorts df 
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their: peoples freely to decide their own destiny and 
tp, develop in close co-operation with each other, on 
the basis , of equality, mutual respect and reciprocal 
advantage. 
132. The war which is ravaging Kampuchea, like that 
raging in Afghanistan, is a threat to world peace and 
thereby to the establishment of the New International 
Econ,omic Order. With a view to preserving peace and 
guaranteeing the right of peoples to development and 
progress, there is no solution for all nations that cherish 
peace and justice other than to support the struggle of 
those two peoples. Firm and resolute support of the 
struggle of the Kampuchean people, like that of the 
Afghan people, constitutes the most certain guarantee 
of peace and security in the world. Supporting the strug
gle of the Kampuchean people means for all peoples 
that love peace and justice increasing their political, 
diplomatic and economic pressure upon the Hanoi 
authorities so that the latter are compelled to withdraw 
all their troops of aggression from Kampuchea, in com
pli~mce with General P,.ssembly resolution 34/22. Thus 
the inalienable right 6f the Kampuchean people freely to 
decide their own future, without outside interference, 
woul<l be restored. Only an independent, neutral and 
non-aligned Kampuc;hea can constitute an effective bar
rier against the expansionist thrust and contribute to 
preserving peace_ in South-East Asia and in the world 
and only the forces of Democratic Kampuchea can con
tribute to the achievement of that objective. The restor
aJidn of peace in Kampuchea after the withdrawal of all 
Vietnamese troops will ensure an era of genuine peace, 
security and stability in South-East Asia and will have a 
considerable impact on the process of establishing the 
New International Economic Order. 
133. Mr. CROS (Guinea) (interpretation from 
French): I should like to begin by performing a pleasant 
duty, namely expressing the great happiness of the 
People's Revolutionary Republic of Guinea at seeing 
Mr. Salim presiding with wisdom and competence at 
this special session of the General Assembly, the excep
tional importance of which is well known to all. He has 
earned the admiration of all, both for the political 
action of his country and for his personal role in the ser
vice of Africa in all the activities of the United Nations. 
It is a happy coincidence that while a representative of a 
brotherly and friendly country, the United Republic of 
Tanzania,· is presiding over this Assembly, the interna
tional community is welcoming the admission of the 
heroic people of Zimbabwe as the 153rd Member of our 
Organization. 
134. We hail with all the more pride the admission of 
Zimbabwe in that it coincides with the twentieth anni
versary of the adoption of General Assembly resolu
tion 1514 (XV) which contains the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, of which Guinea was one of the sponsors. 
135 .. ·It is timely too to pay a tribute to Mr. Kurt Wald
heim; who has worked tirelessly, increasing his efforts 
every day; to give our Organization the direction 
required to expand its influence. We should like to 
assure him of our profound admiration and the friendly 
feelings towards him of the people of Guinea and of his 
personal friend, President Ahmed Sekou Toure. 
136 .. We are meeting here in order together to evaluate 
the progress achieved in the establishment of a more just 
an(:I.equifable New International Economic Order, so as 
to give to international economic co-operation a form 
that will enable it to satisfy the aspirations of our 
peoples and thus give to international economic 
relatipns a new aqd more dynamic impetus. 
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137. Given the exceptional nature of this task in the 
present, extremely difficult economic circumstances, the 
People's Revolutionary Republic of Guinea considers 
that the tim~ has come to put aside the details which 
divide us in order to embark upon a thorough consider
ation of the crux of the problems, the close scrutiny of 
which will doubtless simultaneously be in the interests 
of the peoples of the rich world and those of the poor 
world. To, that end it is indispensable that we take a 
close look at the results of the close relationships 
between developed and developing countries which 
were obtained in the discussions of the problem of 
international economic development. 
138. Indeed, since immediately after the independence 
of our countries, the United Nations, under the stimulus 
of the poor ~:ountries united in the Group of 77, has 
attempted to make a new place for our nations in the 
international economic field. Most of our then colonial 
and neocolonial countries were and still are simply 
adjuncts to the industrialized metropolises rather than 
being part of the system of international economic rela
tions. That is why we took part in the implementation of 
two Development Decades which successively attempted 
to find ad hoc solutions to the innumerable problems 
which characterize the international economic reality. 
Unfortunately, those ad hoc solutions were unable satis
factorily to respond to the pressing needs presented by 
the world economic situation. · 
139. It was necessary to find a more appropriate 
m~thodology for tackling the substance of the question; 
in a word, it was necessary to revise the structural bases 
of the world economy. The idea of such a restructuring 
of international economic relations was to lead us, 
through a meeting of minds, to the formulation of ll 
New International Economic Order and to the North
South dialogue. 
140.. These efforts, however .salutary they may have 
been, have thus far led only to a better common under
standing of the problems, a greater awareness and some 
cogitation at the level of the international community. 
Apart from this progress in attitudes ancl outlook, the 
reality of North-South relations continues to be charac
terized by lethargy due to the real lack of political will 
to tackle with conviction and wisdom a recasting of 
structures likely to lead us on to the path of new 
progress. 
141. Thus, each day, millions of people wait in 
anguish for our discussions to yield solutions which will 
satis-fy their most basic needs. 
142. To evaluate the progress made in the establish
ment of the new economic order we must first of all take 
stock of that anguish and try to find the most adequate 
solutions for it, and to do so as soon as possible while 
excluding the traditional quarrels. It is also-and 
precisely-the task of this Assembly to arrive at a con
crete and realistic approach which will take into account 
our mutual positions while recalling that no nation, 
however rich, can consider itself happy if surrounded by 
the most abject poverty. 
143. This is why the delegation of the Revolutionary 
People's Republic of Guinea shares the view of those 
who consider that the developed countries bear a partic
ular responsibility for world economic restructuring 
because, occupying a privileged position in the inter- . 
national system, they can, with a little political will, give 
a new impetus to the pace of our negotiations thus per
mitting us to formulate a vigorous and dynamic strategy 
capable of ensuring to the developing countries the 
growth which will enable them not only to face their 
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present problems, but also to revitalize the whole world 
economy. 
144. During our various debates it has been generally 
accepted that in our negotiations we should take into 
account principally· five major areas: those relating to 
monetaf;y and financial questions, to raw materials, to 
energy, 'to trade and to development. Our country 
thinks that it is of decisive importance to revise the 
structures of those areas. 
145. On monetary issues, we must note that the pres
ent international monetary system is a mere adjunct of a 
few groups of privileged nations which control this 
essential mechanism of the international economy for 
their own narrow interests. The mass of debts in foreign 
exchange and galloping inflation are beyond our con
trol. This is the place for us to support the proposal of 
the Secretary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity with regard to regionalizing the functions of the 
IMF through the formation of a number of specific 
regional branches and to decentralizing the operations 
of the World Bank, whose loans, as has been rightly 
noted, should be reviewed as regards their procedures 
and their principles. This was the idea put forward by 
President Ahmed Sekou Toure in a work recently pub
lished for the benefit of the African masses, entitled The 
United States of Africa. The Guinean leader affirmed 
that: 

"With the creation of a bank of issue, and of banks 
of deposit and financing, operating under the author
ity and in the name of our continent and assisted by 
other African financing banks, we will have truly 
achieved an improvement in the means at our 
disposaL 

"For example, there are countries willing to assist 
Africa. If there was a single and unique institution 
speaking on Africa's behalf, our efforts would be 
facilitated and it would be this bank which would 
undertake all commitments on behalf of our coun
tries. Procedures would be rationalized. 

" 
"Further, if it were possible to make our contin

ental bank a bank for the deposit of our reserves, 
Africa could then have each year at its disposal tens 
of billions of dollars, which would officially establish 
the credibility of that African bank and would create 
conditions favourable for the issuing of a strong Afri
can currency; which is an essential element in the pro
motion of intra-African trade. We would thus have 
provided the conditions for the establishment of a 
proquction structure directed towards the production 
of manufactured goods which would greatly reduce 
our dependence on other countries for the satisfaction 
of our various material needs." 7 

146. Thus, it is necessary to remember thatthe idea of 
recasting structures is fundamental in any international 
strategy which is to be taken seriously. Therefore 
regionalization takes on a fundamental character; this 
regionalization should aim at continental economic inte
gration, indeed at African unity. African unity is a 
necessary undertaking, for. it cannot consist merely of 
extolling the African personality; it must also aim at 
achieving integration in the vital sectors of the African 
economy. It is no accident that a few months before the 
convening of this special session of the General 

7Ahmed Sekou Toure, Des Efats-Unis d'Afrique (Conakry, lmpri
merie Nationale "Patrice Lumumba", 1980), vol. XXV, pp. 75 
an,d 76. 

Assembly, an aware Africa decided to hold at"tag'os, 
the capital of Nigeria, its first session devoted exClu
sively to economic integration. 8 Our continent thus 
demonstrated its determination to contribute in its ·way 
to the establishment of the New International EConomic 
Order. 
147. During this important summit meeting,our Heads 
of State drew up a programme which in its broad outc 
lines covers the other four major areas mentioned above 
and defined in the report of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. The Lagos Plan of Action for tht;: 
Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy [see 
A/S-11114, annex 1] is essentially based on an inte
grated approach comprising the various economic ·and 
social activities, taking into account the interdepen
dence of those activities. The establishment of the New 
International Economic Order should thus, in our view, 
propel the African cquntries towards a gradual and con
sistent economic integra-tion. The objectives defiried ·at 
Lagos should be firmly supported by the international 
community. ·· · ' 

148. With regard to raw materials, in Guinea .. we 
believe that the study of the problems of exploitation 
and processing of raw materials requires that two fund
amentally conflicting attitudes be taken into account: 
first, the attitude of the proletari:;m peoples, the work
ing masses of the countries which produce raw mater
ials, who now see the attainment of one of their legiti
mate, profound aspirations, namely the establishment 
of a relationship of equality or equivalence in tr8:de 
between raw materials and manufactured goods; and, 
secondly, the attitude of the developed world which pos7 

sesses the industrial enterprises for the exploitation and 
utilization of the raw materials and their byproducts 
and which feels a certain anxiety at seeing the countries 
which own the raw materials and which it· exploits, 
jointly deciding to revise their sales prices, as is 
currently the case with OPEC. · · 

149. The opposition between the two attitudes reflects 
the conflict of interests which exists, on the one hand, 
between the countries which supply raw materials and, 
on the other, the industrialized countries which supply 
capital goods and manufactured goods. 
150. This conflict is indeed a fundamental character
istic of the trade relationships between one part of the 
world and the other, and it contributes to polarizing 
attitudes in the negotiation process in which we are 
engaged. Africa, which is aware of the fact that no 
industrial production is possible without raw materials, 
which require prospecting, evaluating and processing, 
stressed in the Lagos Plan of Action the necessity of 
exercising greater control over its own natural resources 
in order to prevent further wastage. 

151. The energy policy becomes more and more 
important every day. While the world economic growth 
is marking time in a most disturbing manner and while 
we are witnessing the inflationary rise of prices, Africa 
must once again confront the problem of the steady rise 
in the cost of energy. Confronted with this situation, 
people endeavour to explain to us that we should require 
the oil-producing countries to increase their develop~ 
ment assistance. While this solution should not be ruled 
out; the industrialized countries of the North; which 
giye us so much advice, should first of all shoulder their 

8Second extraordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of Sta_te 
and Government of the Organization of African Unity, held at.'Lagos, 
from 28-29 April 1980. · · · · · 
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international duties. The oil-producing countries, how
ever xich they may be, are part of an international eco
J1¢miic . system which holds them in a vice generally 
speaking. In a . word, they are the richest among the 
pqor, because they lack the "know-how" for the inven
tion and mastery of techniques and technology, which is 
t11e key to all true development. · 
152 .. This leads me to note the importance of techno
logy in the modern economy. It seems to us more and 
more that the acquisition and mastery of technology is 
one of the essential pillars of true national prosperity 
and development. Energy resources lead to monetary 
resources, while technology and scientific know
ledge lead to know-how, which in turn engenders 
development. · . 
f53. Consequently, the establishment of a new inter
national economic order should devote particular 
attention to the problems of training, culture. and 
scientific research because it has now been established, 
~fter Iiuiny difficulties connected with the nature of the 
link betweeri scientific research and development, that 
development, not only economic development but also 
socio-cultural and human development which our 
peoples are actively seeking, depends essentially upon 
scientific and technical knowledge. 
154. Scientific research can be defined as all of the 
work directed towards the discovery of new knowledge. 
That knowledge brings about new techniques or means 
whereby man attempts to modify his environment. We 
can see from this fact that there is a difference between 
basic research and applied research. But if scientific 
research is to be valid, it must aim at a concrete objec
tive, one which will transform the conditions governing 
our lives. in a positive way along the lines of social · 
progress. 
ISS. · The reform of the structures and institutions 
which serve as the framework for the transfer or acqui
sition· of technology, as advocated by the General 
Assembly, in these circumstances assumes· primary 
importance. The People's Revolutionary Republic of 
Guinea encourages· any progress which can be noted in 
the UNCT AD negotiations for an international code of 
conduct for the transfer of techn.ology. The revision of 
the system of industrial patents and licences by WIPO 
should also.be encouraged. Another question of impor
tance is how to reduce or even stop the brain-drain. 
IS6. Furthermore, the People's Revolutionary Repub
lic of Guinea salutes the intervention of our brother 
Ahmadou Matar M'Bow, who brought out iii his 
masterly statement the true vocation of UNESCO, 
which is to define the cultural bases required for the 
New International Economic Order. 
157. We shall now consider a situation which is of 
gfeat concertt, at this very moment as I am speaking to 
this Assembly, to hundreds of millions of people in 
Africa and elsewhere in the world-I am speaking about 
hunger, drought and food assistance. 
158. . The delegation of the People's Revolutionary 
Republic of Guinea has studied the report of the Com
mittee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes with great 
attention. The main points of that report were set 
forth in a masterly manner in the statement made by 
Mr. Edward Saouma, the Director-General ofFAO. 
J59. In our African countries where the per capita 
food production has been dropping from year to year, 
drought has become an overwhelming reality. Food 
imports are increasing despite the large amount we have 
to pay for oil, and the number of people who are starv
ing to death or suffering from malnutrition continues to 

grow. Until now, drought has been limited to the Sahel 
and the desert areas of the African continent. The 
People's Revolutionary Republic of Guinea, which was 
known as the "water tower .. of West Mrica and where 
ecological conditions have always been normal, is exper
iencing at the present time a drought characterized by an 
exceptionally sparse rainfall, which is affecting more 
than half of. its national territory. The World Food 
Council has already expressed its concern at the chronic 
food shortage in Africa at the present time. It has also 
called upon all States and international organizations to 
give increased food assistance to the affected countries. 
That appeal, we should recall, becomes more urgent 
every day. We therefore feel that this special session 
should take up this important and urgent , question 
in order to find the proper solutions. The confer
ence of donor countries convened by F AO in Rome on 
19 September 1980 to examine the critical food situation 
in Africa is one of the urgent measure-s to alleviate the 
situation. We also feel that the recommendations of the 
World Food Council calling for structural changes in 
the world food economy should essentially be directed 
towards assisting our countries to increase their capacity 
for food production and marketing in order to enable 
them to become relatively self-sufficient. 

Mr. Salim (United Republic of Tanzania) resumed the 
Chair. 
160. The establishment of the New International Eco
nomic Order becomes daily more pressing. WitJ10ut 
wanting to deal here with all the problems, we still 
must state that beyond speeches and remonstrances 
there is a real international situation which we must 
face. President Ahmed Sekou Toure has said: 

"It is not a crime that some countries have. greater 
financial and technical means at their disposal than 
others, nor is it a crime that some countries have more 
raw materials than others. But what certainly is a 
crime is that peoples with conscience and reason do 
not succeed in harmonizing their relations in keeping 
with the interests of all and of their common aspira
tions for justice and solidarity." 

161. The challenge is thus no longer one of evaluating 
the economic constraints imposed upon certain States 
by history, but rather one of working responsibly to set 
up a system capable of promoting the establishment of a 
more just international economic co-operation leading 
to loyal and equitable interdependence among nations. · 
162. Mr. ELFAKI (Sudan) (interpretation from // 
Arabic): It is my great pleasure to extend to you, Sir, on 
behalf of my delegation, our sincere congratulations, as 
we see you presiding over the eleventh special session of 
the General Assembly. We take this opportunity to 
renew our confidence that the wise leadership that you 
have given during previous sessions will undoubtedly 
provide this session with every chance of success. It. also 
gives us pleasure to renew, on behalf of the peoples and 
Government of the Democratic Republic of the Sudan, 
our warm congratulations to the sister Republic of Zim
babwe upon its admission to the United Nations. In 
renewing our warm congratulations to that country, we 
wish that the victory of the heroic people of Zimbabwe, 
under the leadership of the Patriotic Front, in their 
struggle for independence will be repeated in their strug-
gle for reconstruction and development. Now that Zim
babwe is an independent, sovereign State, my country 
pledges its friendship and co-operation in the context of 
bilateral relations, within the framework of the Organ
ization of Mrican Unity (OAU), the Non-Aligned 
Movement and this, Organization. The victory of tbe 
people of Zimbabwe is undoubtedly a victory for those 
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three international forums. It is a victory that reaffirms 
our unshakable belief that the will of a people for free
dom is indomitable. and that peoples bent on achieving 
freedom will certainly do so. It also confirms our belief 
that we will surely see in this hall in the near future, side 
by side with the delegation of Zimbabwe, the delega
tions of independent Namibia, Azania and Palestine
after they have broken their fetters and thrown off all 
restrictions-because they are peoples which aspire to 
dignity and are determined to overcome all forms of 
terrorism. · 
163. We have been- following attentively the state
ments made by previous speakers during the past few 
days. In spite of the different social and pulitical 
systems and the level of development achieved by their 
countries, all speakers have· asserted that th~ world is 
overwhelmed by an unparallelled economic ·crisis. They 
all agree that the world is now heading towards an 
imminent catastrophe that can be avoided only through · 
urgent and concerted action by the international com
munity as a whole, with the aim of finding urg~nt and 
effective solutions for the root causes of the current 
economic crisis. I should also like to reaffirm that, in 
our view, this special session will be the test of our seri
ousness. There is no room for inaction, because we can
not afford to bear the consequences of failure. 
164. For the majority of developing countries, the 
present international economic crisis is not 'the type of 
reality that could be discovered through statistics on ' 
growth rates, inflation, trade and productivity of vari
ous economic sectors; rather, it is a crisis reflected in the 
daily sufferings of the peoples of those countries as they 
go about seeking to meet their daily needs for shelter, 
food, medicine and education, and as they strive for a 
better life for future generations, free from poverty, 
hunger, disease and ignorance. The present interna
tional economic crisis, as most previous speakers have 
affirmed, affects the entire world-the North and 
South, developed and-developing, rich and poor. But it 
certainly strikes the economies of developing countries 
harder and affects them more since they are unable, 
owing to their fragile economic base, to deal with these 
successive crises in the same marmer as the developed 
countries are able to overcome them. . . 
165. Paradoxically, although the developing countries 
are approaching the third development decade, their 
fight is still to ensure their very survival rather than their 
development. 
166. We do not need to illustrate the causes, aspects 
and dimensions of the present international economic 
crisis. They are now abundantly clear. Various studi~ 
by Governments, international organizations and. non- · 
governniental organizations have analysed the causes, 
aspects and dimensions, and pointed out the serious 
repercussions for the future of the world ~conomy. A 
quick glance at the reports of the World Bank, on world 
development in 1980,9 of the Brandt Commission 10 arid 
of the Commonwealth experts,11 the analytical report of 
the Secretary-G~neral [A/S~ll/5 and Corr.l] and the 
reports of United Nations specialized agencies and 
others [A/S-11/6 and Add.1 and 2] is sufficient to 

9World Development Report, 1980; . ·· 
lONorth-South: A program for survival, report of the Independent 

Commission on International Development Issues under the chair
manship of Willy Brandt (Cambridge, Massachusetts, The MIT 
Press, 1980). · 

liThe World Economic Crisis: A Commonwealth Perspective, pub
lished by the Commonwealth Secretariat, Marlborough House, 

· London, July 1980. 

reflect the seriousness of the present international crisis 
apd its _grave implications for the economies of -the 
developing countries in particular. , .. ·· 
167. Since the General Assembly is devoting a special 
session to international . economic issues, we· thought 
and hoped that the utmost priority would be accorded 
to the problems and sufferings of the weakest members· 
of the international community and to the most vulner.: 
able in the face of the economic crisis, namely theAfri~ 
can countries in general and the least developed coun
tries in Africa and other continents of the South in 
partiCular. " 
168. At present, the majority of African countries two 
decades after their accession to independence still stand 
on· the periphery of the world economy, with a wide: gap 
separating their economies from those of other develop .. · 
ing countries, not to mention those of the industdalized 
nations of the North-a gap which is widening every· 
day. In the world economy, Africa is nothing but a:~. 
mine, a farm, a flourishing tn;U'ket, while its people; the I 
owners of this wealth, continue to remain the victims_,of 
hunger, disease and illiteracy. For the majority of the 
African peoples, the debate on a New. International 
Economic Order, access to markets of the industria_lized 
countries, the transfer of technology, the liberalization 
of trade and the reform of the international monetary 
system, important as these matters are, is· :but · an 
academic luxury that brings no satisfaction; especially 
when the continent is sliding towards the brink ·of an 
economic catastrophe with the accumulation of such 
forces of nature as drought, pests and desertification· 
expediting its occurrence. 
169. In these circumstances, the first African_ eco~ 
riomic summit convened at Lagos in April this year is an' 
important landmark in the history of the Africari con;; 
tinent. The peoples of Africa, represented by their heads· 
of State and Government at the second extraordinaiji 
session of the Assembly of the Organization of African 
Unity, reaffirmed in the Lagos Plan of Action and 'the. 
Summit's Final Act [see A/S-11 I 14, annexes I and 11], 
that the development of Africa is the prime responsibil
ity of the African peoples themselves, that self-relianee 
for the African countries, individually and collectively, 
is the only way to achieve that development, and that 
the ultimate objective is to achieve African economic 
integration by the · year 2000 through· national 
development, in the first place, and the promotion of 
co-operation among and· between the different regions 
of Africa. Only by that course of action could Africa 
contribute to the economic co-operation· among the 
developing countries that is based _on collective self
reliance, the promotion of international economic·co
pperation and the establishment . of the - New 
International Economic Order. 
170. The Lagos Plan of Action [ibid, anne:k 11 
emphasizes the importance of self-suffiCiency in footl 
for Africa by the year 2000. It also affirms the impor~ 
tance of the .acceleration of industrial developm¢nt, the 
development of· infrastructural networks in transport 
and communication, the promotion of economic arid 
technical co-operation among African countries, •· the 
integration of African regions through existing and new 
regional economic communities arid the development .of 
African capacities to acquire ·and utilize_ science and 
technology for development. There is no doubt :that 
Africa, in spite of its declared commitment to rely on its. 
own capabilities and resources, expects the international . 
community to contribute effectively in assisting the 
African countries to implement the Lagos Plan 'of: 
Action, espe<;ially through supporting the implementa-. 
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timf of the Transport and Communications Decade in 
Africa: and the Industrial Development Decade for 
Africa, as well as other programmes. Africans and their 
leaders are convinced that the economic development 
and: integration of their continent is not only in the 
interests of the African countries but is, indeed, a way 
for effective African participation in the international 
economy and the promotion of international econonlic 
co"operation for the benefit of all countries and peoples 
ofthe world. · . · . ·. 

·171 -' The Sudan, represented by President Gaafar 
Mohammed Nimeiii, declared at the Economic Summit 
of 'Lagos· its full commitment to the implementation of 
the African strategy for economic, social and: cultural 
development through the Lagos Plan of Action. We 
ha,ve also affirmed our full commitment to playing our 
full role towards establishing · ~n African economic 
community by the year 2000. In declaring our commit
ment to the African development strategy, which is 
based' on individual and ·collective self-reliance in the 
context of regional· co-operation and integration, the 
Sudan reafirms its unwavering belief in achieving max
hnum co-operation and integration with neighbouring 
Arab and African countries with the hope of contribut
ing.towards the promotion of economic and technical 
co~operation among all developing countries. It is· well 
knownthat the Sudan, in drawing up its principles and 
programmes of development in the Sudan and deter:. 
mining .its. priorities, has consistently taken into con
sideration not only Sudan's own needs and require
ments but also those of the neighbouring countries and 
regions. It is our hope that such an approach will pave 
th~ wayfor the achievement of the aspirations of Africa 
aml,the Arab world and help to create regional econo
mic .groups that will be able to advance development 
atlCtprogress in those regions, which for a long time 
hfl~~ .suffer~d from under-development in all its forms. 
The. Sudan, in drawing up its development plans and 
objectiyes which depend mainly on further agricultural 
development and industrialization, is concerned with 
the pr9duction of ~ood as an urgent priority in order to 
meet 1ts own reqUirements as well as those of others. 
Sucil.efforts cannot yield their full, results unless. :the 
Sudan. has available the necessary financial and. tech
n9Jogical assistance. In this context, my delegation 
wop;ld lil~e to express its gratitude for the assistance and· 
co-operation extended to our country by sisterly Arab 
nations and friendly developed and developing countries~ 
112 .. The least developed countries, two thirds of 
which are in Africa, including the Sudan, face a:n 
extremely critical economic situation and a bleak future 
as 'Was rightly pointed out by the Secretary-General i~ 
his analytical report. The majority of these countries 
the weakest in the international community, are in ~ 
precarious position on the brink of economic collapse 
o~irig to their inability to face the international econo~ 
mic. crisis .and to bear the growing burden of import bills 
fQr}<><;lci, prod:uction inputs and manufactured goods. 
M9st · of these countries are unable to provide their 
p~()ple with· the basic necessities, let alone continue the 
ar.<;luous process of spcial and ~economic development. 
173·;• The least developed countries suffer from serio~s 
str-uctural problems related to the lack of all essential 
elements required by a healthy economy. Moreover 
beeause' of infrastructural weakness and a limited ecO:: 
nomic base, these countries are unable to increase their 
productivity and export earnings. This situation is cotn
p~unded by the fact that the least developed countries 
depend exclusively on the export earnings of a single pri
mar-y ·commodity and at a time when prices of primary 

commodities are falling far short; of the prices these 
countries are paying for their essential imports of food, 
manufactured goods and other essential produCts. 
Alarmed by the. deteriorating situation in the least devel
oped countries, my delegation expresses its deep con
cern at the fact that, in spite of international recognition 
of their problems and the numerous resolutions and 
measures adopted in their favour, no significant 
improvement in their economies: has occurred, mainly 
because the international community has failed so far to 
implement the resolutions and measures already 
adopted, the latest of which was the Immediate Action 
Programme for 1979-1981 on behalf of the least devel
oped countries contained in UNCTAD Resolution.l22 
(V) of 3 June 1979 12• Although more than one year·has 
elapsed since the adoption of that resolution, the imple
mentation of the programme has not yet started. We 
urge the international community, and in particular the 
developed countries, to accord priority to the implemen
tation of the Immediate Action Programme in favour of 
the least developed countries. This is because it is the 
prelude to the substantive action programme for the 
1980s that is to be elaborated and adopted at the United 
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries 
to be held in 1981. The General Assembly is therefore 
called upon at this session to adopt the measures neces
sary to ensure the success of that conference and to 
enable it to look seriously at the problems of the least 
develop.ed countries and adopt urgent measures for the 
short, medium and long term to enab~e those countries 
to resolve their problems; through this approach and the 
full utilization of their human and material resources, 
they will be able to lay down the necessary basic infra
structure for the achievement .of social and economic 

· development, to participate effectively in 'interna~ 
tional activities and to terminate their dependency on 
international assistance. · . . 
1 ?4. Together with all of Africa the Sudan strongly 
believes that the responsibility for finding a solution to 
the problems· facing the least developed countries is pri~ 
marily that of those countries themselves through a firm 
commitment to the mobilization of their capabilities 
and resources for economic development and· the 
involvement of their entire populations-both men and 
women-in that process. Nevertheless, owing to the 
particular circumstances now facing the least developed 
countries, now and in the near future, the international 
community is called upon to continue supporting the 
efforts of those countrjes by increasing the flow of 
financial resources on a continuous, assured and pre
dictable basis in order to enable them to plan the future. 
In ·this context, donor countries should ·increase· the flow 
of resources to the least developed countries, so that 
their official development assistance to those countries 
is doubled by 1981 and at least quadr)lpled by 1990. 
Moreover, we urge those creditors who have not yet 
implemente<;l resolution 122 (V) <>f UNCT AD on debt 
cancellation to the least developed countries immedi
ately to meet their obligations. We take this opportunity 
to express our gratitude to those countries that have 
speedily cancelleq debts in accordance with that 
resolution. 
17 5. The developing countries are paying particular 
attention to the present economic session ofi the General 
Assembly, as it may be the starting-point 'for interna
tional economic co-operation and efforts to accelerate 

12See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, Fifth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.ILD.14), part one, sect. A. 
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the development of the developing countries through 
the establishment of the New International Economic 
Order. In our view, the present session provides a neces
sary pause to review and evaluate the past in order to 
formulate directives aimed at the establishment of a just 
and equitable New International Economic Order. This 
special session should assess the progress achieved since 
the sixth specia~ session towards the establishment of the 
New International Economic Order, in particular, the 
progress made in the past two years in preparations for 
the new international development strategy for the third 
United Nations development decade and the new round 
of global negotiations on international economic co
operation.for development. On the other hand, such an 
assessment should be utilized to reorient the future path 
of international economic co~operation and provide the 
necessary political impetus and support for the North
South dialogue to ensure the speedy implementation of 
the New International Economic Order. That can be 
attained only by the adoption, particularly by the devel
oped countries, of concrete policies and measures neces
sary for restructuring international economic relations 
to accelerate the development of developing cou.ntries 
and consolidate international economic co-operation on 
a more just and equitable basis. In. recognizing the 
importance of this special session, my delegation reaf
firms that the United Nations General Assembly, as a 
universal democratic institution with political and moral 
authority, is the only suitable forum for pursuing the 
North-South dialogue and for conducting any global 
economic negotiations. Therefore, the General Assem
ply at this special session should qring aboutthe neces
sary positive change in the international economic 
situation-which is headed for a crisis if matters con
tinue as they are-by ensuring a unanimous. commit
ment to take urgent measures aimed at accelerating the 
devel9pment of developing countries and promoting 
international economic co,.operation. Those measures 
should include the adoption· of the new internatipg"'l 
development strategy and the completion of the prepar
atory work for the global negotiations to be launched 
early in 1981. 
176. The convening of the sixth special session and the 
adoption of the Declaration and Plan of Action on the 
Establishment· of the New International Economic 
Order were due to the sincere belief of the international 
community and, in particular, of the devefoping coun
tries that the existing system of international economic 
relations could no longer respoad to the changes on the 
international scene since the end of the Second World 
War. That outdated system could not respond to the 
demands and aspirations of the developing countries for 
economic and social development, economic indepen
dence and effective involvement in world economic rela
tions. That system was tailored to serve the interests of 
the ·centre of the world economy~ that is, the develpped 
countries-and to ensure ·that the economies of those 
countries would reap maximum benefits at the expense 
of the interests of the developing countries. The result 
has been the ever-widening gap in living conditions 
between the developed and developing countries. The 
newly independent developing countries have come to 
recognize that political independence was not coupled 
with the economic independence that would enable 
them to achieve the aspirations of their peoples for 
economic and social development and secure decent 
living conditions for them. They have also recognized 
that the only way to achieve development. is through the 
restructuring of the world economy and the. establish
ment of a just and equitable order enabling them to par
ticipate, on an equal footing, in the management of the 

world economy in a manner serving their own interests 
as well as that of others and, at the same time, to take 
part in the decision-making process of the system's insti
tutions and to ensure full and permanent sovereignty 
over their natural resources. The developing countries 
are convinced that the establishment of such a .'new 
order is in the interests of all countries .and that .it will 
promote international economic co-operation and.· the 
maintenance of world peace· and security. 
177. Those just and urgent demands were embodied in 
the Declaration on the Establishment of a New Interna
tional Economic Order, adopted at the sixth special ses
sion. In adopting its resolutions 3201 (S-Vl), 3202 
(S-VI) and 3281 (XXIX), the General Assembly con
firmed the commitment of the international community 
to establish the new order. However, a quick review of 
the progress achieved thus far in the establishment of · 
the New International Economic Order, as reflected in 
the analytical report of the Secretary-General {A/S-11 15 
and Corr.1] and the statements of previous speakers, 
indicates, regrettably, the limited headway that has been 
made towards the achievement of that goal. What.has 
been achieved is merely minor reform on the periphery 
of ~he existing economic system, rather than basic struc
tural changes in the system and its institutions. 
Although there have been some welcome achievem~nts 
in the past few years, including the establishment of the 
IFAD in November 1977, the agreement on the Com· 
mon Fund for Commodities, 13 modest progress in the 
field of science and technology for development arid 
limited progress in the operations of the IMF and the 
World Bank, those developments are far from constitut
ing the structural changes sought in the system of inter
national economic relations. The features and institu~ 
tions of the existing system are still intact, partieulady 
with regard to the international, financial and monetary 
system, .international trade, unequal relations in science 
and technology, industril'l,l production and develop
ment. For instance, the international monetary system; 
despite basic changes since its inception at Bretton 
Woods, where the majority of nations were not repre
sented, and despite the recognition Of both the North 
and the South that the system does nor respond to pres
ent realities, has not been reformed. Following the col
lapse of the Bretton Woods system, it was felt, even by 
developed countries, that there was an ~rgent need for 
the establishment of a new system of international 
financial and monetary co-operation more responsiye to 
the interests and needs .of deyeloping countries in which 
decision-making became the mutual responsibility of 
developing and developed countries alike. 
178 ~ The existing international trade system is basic~ 
ally geared to serving the trade interests of the developed 
countries. Those countries dominate the international 
markets by controlling the prices and supply of manu
factured goods and primary commodities. As a result of 
that situation, the developing countries are dealt a dual 
blow: they pay inflationary prices for their essential 
imports, and they receive unremunerative prices . .for 
their exports of raw materials. Urgent measures are still 
needed to redress the imbalance in the link between the 
value of the exports of qeveloping countries and the 
value of the exports of the developed countries. Without 
such measures, the terms of international trade will 
consistently be in favour of the developed countries, 
which will hamper the role of international trade in 
accelerating the development process in the developing 
countries. 

13See document TD/IPC/CF/CONF/26. 
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179. _ ·The initi~tive of the developing countries regard~ 
ihg~ a new round of global negotiations on international 
-~<>:operation for development .was the result mainly of 
the,'liniited achievements in the establishment of· the 
'New International Economic Order. General Assembly 
resolution 34/138 of 14 December 1979 outlined the 
·framework and . objectives of those negotiations and 
entrusted the Committee of the Whole with the task of 
preparing the· agenda, procedures and time~ frame so 

· that this special session could launch the negotiations. 
Needless to say, the Sudan and indeed all the developing 
countries place great hopes in those negotiations,· as 
they are the first ones of this nature to be conducted 
under the direct responsibility of the General Assembly. 
Those negotiations go beyond sectoral neg~tiations, to a 
new-phase where sectoral problems can be negotiated in 
a simultaneous, integrated and consistent manner 
reflecting their. close links and mutualrelation~hip. That 
'approach: would assist the internationid community to 
.arrive at solutions to short~, medium~ and long~term 
'problems affecting · ~.he international economy. More~ 
over, it would support efforts towards the restructur
ing of' international economic relations. and the 
establishment of the New International Economic 
Order. 
ISO;·. We regret that the Committee of the Whole has 
'failed to reach' an agreement on the agenda and proce
dures for· the global negotiations that would· have 
.~Q.abled tqis special session of the General Assembly to 
launch those negotiations. 
i.&! .;' '.That failure, in the light of the current critical cir
C.tJitlfitances, should prompt all of us to exert additional 
effo.r:~l! to overcome and eliminate existing differences 
a_nd;reach an agreement on the globalnegotiations. We 
hQp~ that the references made in the statements by dele~ 
.gat~ons of developed countries at this special session to 
tbe!seriousness of the.present world economic crisis and 
tlj.e_. need for urgent action to defuse itis a positive indi
catio.n of their willingness to continue the dialogue 
t9~ards_ reaching a common understanding. We hope 
aJS() that such a willingness is coupled with the political 
will th!,\t ~~ indispensable to reaching an agreement on 
the. agenda and procedures for the global negotiations. 
182. · The only way to overcome the existing differ
e·nces on global negotiations is through understanding 
arid a creative outlook'regarding the substance and the 
fln,al objectives of the negotiations, and the manner in 
which they should be conducted. We feel that this 
tlnderstanding is lacking among d~;veloped countries, 
which prefer the negotiations to concentrl,l.te on the pres~ 
ent. economic difficulties besetting their .economies in 
pa~icula:r and those of the developing countries in gen
eral. The position taken by most developed countries so 
far indicates a lack of e.nthusiasm for tackling the main 
economic issues in the fields of tr:ade,. raw ~aterials, 
development, energy; mo~ey and finance in· an inte
grated, consistent and simultaneous· way that will ensure 
an'integrated·approach to those issues. We fear that that 
attitude by the developed countries may reflect a repeti
tion of their position regarding the required changes in 
the present economic. order and their insistence on. par
tialreforms rather than basic changes in the system as a 
whole. Therefore, the difference between the developing 
and the: developed countries on the agenda and the pr~ 
cedures for the global round of negotiations is a differ
ence not on formulations or narrow interests, but on the 
basic approach to and the conception and definition of 
the world economic problems and the methods to. find 
solutions to them. This clearly indicates the developed 
countries' unwillingness to go all the way towards estab-

lishing the New Internatio.nal Economic.Order, despite 
their recog~tion of the need to establish it.. · · 
183. The:undeniable interrelationship of the interna~ 
tional econom'ic problems in different sectors leads us to 
insist on treating, those problems in an.integrated man
ner. It.is therefore inconceivable.to discuss energy prob
lems in isolation from the interrelated problems of trade 
and monex and finance. The integrated approach 
would, we believe; greatly facilitate the international 
efforts directed towards devising solutions to those 
problems. . . 
184. ·The other task before this speciat·session is the 
adoption of the new international development strategy 
for the third United Nations development decade; by a 
consensus which would· entail a firm commitment to 
implement the strategy's objecti:ves .. The new,strategy,if 
implement~, would .Promote international .eq:momic 
co-operation and accelerate the· development. of the 
developing countries, the restructurill1! of international 
economic relations and the establishment of the New· 
International Economic Order. 
185. The disappointments ·with the International 
Development Strategy of the Second United Nations 
Development Decade, .and the failure to implement it; 
were an inevitable resulfbf the unjust economic order in 
the context of which the strategy was to be implemented. 
That failure, however, should not lead to the adoption 
of a new strategy that does not include the objectives 
and policy measures necessary for the acceleration of 
the economic and social development of developing 
countries, to ensure their effective participation in inter
national economic interaction and in the international 
decision-making processes. The proposals of the Group 
of 17 for the goals and objectives of the I)ew interna
tional development strategy, regarding growth rates in 
the gross national product and other indicators, sectoral 
targets or official development assistance targets~ are 
the minimum elements necessary for the attainment of 
the final objectives of the strategy. 
186. Despite the failure of the Preparatory Committee 
on the New Internatipnal Development Strategy to 
reach agreement on major issues connected with the 
drafting of the strategy, the progress made in the Work
ing Group during this session is an indication of possible 
agreement on the final draft, reconciling the points of 
difference. Although we keenlydesirethe special session 
to adopt the new strategy, we are particularly concerned 
that the strategy as adopted should meet the aspirations 
and demands of developing countries for development 
and the restructuring of the world economy, in order 
that the New International· Economic Order may be 
established. . 
187. On numerous occasions, and in their proposais 
for the international development strategy, the develop
ing countries have affirmed that the responsibility for 
the attainment of development is primarily thein. How-· 
ever' the-international community, and in particular the 
developed countries, are called upon to support the 
e'fforts of the developing. countries by providing the 
financial and technological assistance necessary for the 
achievement of high growth rates and d(lvelopnient 
objectives. Hence the importance of the flow of finan
cial resources to the developil)g countries on a continu
ous and predictable basis that will enable thein. to plan 
for the future~ The strategy should specify a concrete 
target of 0. 7 per cent of gross national product for offi
cial developmept assistance_ by 1984 at the ·latest, and 
1 per cent by the year 1990. Donor countries should 
commit themselves to those twotargets in the specified 
t~ine-frame: In this connexion, my delegation would like 
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to express appreciation for the commendable perform
ance of the Orgamzation of Petroleum Exporting Coun:
tries (OPEC), whose official development assistance has 
exceeded 3 'per cent of their gross national product. We 
also commend .the performance of the developed coun
tries, and in ,·p~rticular the Scandinavian countries, 
which have achieved, or almost achieved, the target of 
0.7 per cent of their gross national product. · 
188.. In this connexion we should like to emphasize the 
dose link between .. disarmament and development, 
which is mentioned iri the draft of the strategy. The 
huge resources squandered annually on the arms race 
could be directed towards financing the social and eco
nomic development of the different parts of the world. 
We repeat our appealto the developed world to work 

. seriously for total ·disarmament, thereby releasing the 
$US 450 billion they spend annually on armaments for 
the worthy cause of feeding the 500 million persons who 
are starving throughout the world. · 
189. The struggte for the establishment of the New 
International Economic Order through global nego
tiations or the third development decade should not be 
pursued in an atmosphere of North-South confronta
tion. Only through constructive co-operation based on 
sovereign equality can a just economic order capable of 
serving the interests of both developed and developing 
countries be established; 
190. · Confrontation· can only. breed bitterness and . 
intransigence and 'lead to a further deterioration of the 
present situation. The Group of 77, cognizant of that · 
reality, 'continues to extend the hand of co-operation in 
the hope that the Notth will reciprocate. The South is 
still williilg to pursue the dialogue that would certainly 
further the common. interest and benefit all humamty. If 
the ultimate objective· of establishing the new order is in 
the common interest of all nations, then it is imperative 
for all to make a genuine effort and to accept the sacri
fices necessary to realize that objective. The sigriificance 
of this special session is ·that it is a rare chance to 
embark immediately on such endeavours to ensure the 
continuity and success. of genuine dialogue between the 
North and the South. · 
191. ·As we stand on. the threshold of the 1980s, 
leaving behind the 19705 with all their failures, crises and 
conflicts and heading into a gloomy future bearing the 
prognosis of more .crises and catastrophes, we feel 
bound to repeat what has become the slogan of this ses
sion: we cannot afford to face the consequences of 

)t;failure. May God guide us to success. · · · 
192. Mr. OYONO (Umted ·Republic of Cameroon) 
(interpretation/rom French): Mr. President, my delega
tion is very pleased to see you serving as President 
of our Assembly and .guiding the proceedings of the 
eleventh special session. 
193 ... There can: be no doubt that this is a proper tribute 
to'·you for the distingl;lished way in which you ha.ve 
always discharged your responsibilities in the United 
Nations and your qualities as a person and as a diplomat . 
and a tribute to your country, the United Republic of 
Tanzania, which is bound to my country, Cameroon, by 
fraternal and productive co-operation within the con
text of the great family of the Organization of African 
Unity and the non-aligned movement .. 
194. Similarly, it is a pleasure for me to avail myself oL 
this opportunity to express the deep appreciation and 
gratitude·· of my ·delegation to our Secretary-General, 
Mr. Kurt Waldheim, for his tireless efforts to put ·our 
Organization in a position to meet the many challenges 
that confront our world. 

195. The world economic crisis that is currently aff~ct~, 
ing aU activities in all countries, resolution of whicl) CI,Ul· 
in our view be found only through the establishme;nro.f 
a· more just and equitable New Internatio~l Econoinie· 
Order, constitutes one of the major challenges .qf. the 
past 25 years. · · . . _ 
196. This is an historic session if ever there was one. 
We have welcomed Zimbabwe, whose people have 
finally become masters of their own destiny after having 
waged one of the bitterest strUggles against domination 
and racism in the history of decolomzation under the 
aegis of the Patriotic Front, with the support of the 
international community. · 
197. ·It is ~ pleasure for us to ,pay a tribute to the 
brother people of Zimbabwe through its. :Prime Min
ister, l\1r. Robert. Mugabe. In the Organization of 
African Unity we have 'already had an opportunity .to 
celebrate Zimbabwe's achievement of freedom and . 
independence. · · 
198. That brilliant victory constitutes a'very imporhtnt,-' 
milestone, and it encourages the s~~~ngthe'mng of faith 
in the just struggle being waged by the peoples of Na~i
bia and South Africa to attain lib~ation and to wrest . 
their dignity from the inhuman apartheid regime. We 
again assure them of our solidarity with them. ' · 
199. A ·decade ago, describing the world situati9n ·. 
before this Assembly, Mr. AhniadouAhidjo, President · 
of the Umted Republic of Cameroon, stated; · · . · . 

"Contemporary civilization is not only faced with 
·contradictions between an increasing mastery .. ()f' 
nature and rela:tive impotence to guarantee man's 
freedom and between the ideal of peace and hu.rnan . 
brotherhood and continuing efforts to secure pqwer 
and domination. Over and above these there is 
another, greater, contradiction, in a world.ofincreas- .. 
ing interdependence, between ·our present possibih, 
ities of transforming the human condition and .the 
persistent inequality of the conditions in whichll)en; 
live. . . . . . . . 

"This inequality, due to historical causes, of which 
colomalism and racial discrimination are not the · 
least, is daily becoming more pronounced with th~ 
constant deterioration in the terms of trade which, by· 
depriving the developing countries of major resources. 
in their struggle for progress, is helping to wid~n .· 
the gulf separating the prosperous from the . 
underprivileged peoples. . . 
. "While we can congratulate ourselves on the inter~ 

national commumty's increasing awareness. of the. 
importance of this problem for the future of .man
kind,, the fact remains that the 'eff!>rts so far made to.· 
solve it have not yielded the expected results, ~ither a,t 
the level of bilateral co-operation or at the m~lti
lateral level. National interests and egoism continue 
to act as powerful brakes on expansion of the flow of .· 
aid, although there is general agreement that,whafis: 
needed is a concerted global strategy inspired by a real • 
determination to achieve realistically predetermined· 
objectives;" 14 

200. This is perhaps a decisive moment on the l()ng 
and difficult road that we have taken since t.he Charter 
of Algiers, 1s by way of the sixth and seventh speCial ses.
sions of the General Assembly, for instance, up to the 
establishment of the Committee of the Whole Esta~:. 

14See Official Records :Of the General Assembly, Twenty-fourth 
Session, Plenary Meetings, 1780th meeting, paras. 22-24. . . . 

15Charter adopted by the Ministerial Meeting o( the Group of 77, . 
held at Algiers from 10 to 25 October 1967. · 
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lished under Resolution 32/174 of the General Assem
bly;: so as to make a reality of the New International 
Economic Order, the elements of which were outlined 
b}ius all in the Declaration and. Prognimme of Action 
of the sixth special session. [General Assembly 
resolution 3201 (S- VI) and 3202 (S- VI)] 
201. · In fact, the state of the international scene, where 
the' fabric of the world ~c"onomy is undergoing signifi
cant· alteration through inflation, recession and· unem
ployment, is more and more disturbing and is having a 
serious effect on the economies of the poorest develop
ing countries, whose frail structures are threatened with 
collapse. 
20i. Within the framework of the Secortd Develop
ment Decade, which is just ending, the economic matrix 
which had been established did not permit the attain-
ment of the desired results. · 
203. · With regard to the steps that had been recom
mended for the establishment ofthe New International 
Economic Order, we agree with the Secretary-General in 
recognizing that in the course of the six years that have 
elapsed since the sixth special session, the progress 
ac,hieved has not been substantial enough to allow us to 
approach the goals initially set. 
204, As a developing country which is for the most 
par~ agricultural and has an economy dependent largely 
on the ·production and marketing of primary commod
ities, Cameroon welcomes the setting up of the Inte
gr!tted Programme for Commodities and the IFAD, 
although it has experienced difficulties as a result of 
fluctuations in the price of raw materials, economic dis
turbimces and the· resultant inflation. The operating pro
cedtl"res of those funds not only represent a great inno
vation in the effective participation they provide for 
developing countries, but will also strengthen the whole 
range of international machinery for the. monitoring 
of-commodity markets with a view to protecting the 
pufi::hasing power of producers. 
205. We are ·equally gratified to note the establish
ment; within the framework of the Vienna Programme 
of ·Action on Science and Technology for Develop
ment,16 of a United Nations Financing System 
for Scierice and Technology for Development, designed 
to increase the scientific and technical capacity of 
developing countries. 
206. Itis to be hoped that all those funds will receive 
substantial increases in financial resources thereby 
making it possible for them to make a ·meaningful 
contribution in their respective spheres of activity. 
207. With regard to monetary and financial matters, 
we note with interest that improvements .have been 
made in the system of compensatory financing and the 
granting-of loans by the IMF and the World Bank. 
208. However interesting those measures may be, they 
remain, inter alia, timid and transitory and are far from 
meeting the requirement of a global, integrated struc
tural reform that would ensure the promotion of the 
New International Economic Order, in accordance with 
th~ principles and objectives embodied in the Declara
tiorj.~ ~he Programme of Action [ibid.] and the Charter 
of ~conomic Rights and Duties of States [General 
Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX)]. 
209 .. ·· How.can it be that after almosttwo decades of 
negotiations, no decisive steps have been taken towards · 
the establishment of a more just and equitable New 

16See Report· of .the United Nations Conference on Science and 
Technology for Development, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (United. 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.1.21 and corrigenda), chap. VII.· 

International Economic Order'? On the contrary, the 
effects of recession and inflation have been aggravated, 
even in the countries for which the current international 
economic system· was essentially conceived, while the 
developing· countries, already marginal in that system, 
are experiencing a crisis of catastrophic proportions. 
210. This already sombre situation has been further 
aggravated by the increasing militarization of the 
Powers that are prey to hegemcinistic rivalries, which 
have been played out in the third world since the Second 
World War. As a result there has been stagnation and 
squa~dering of significant resources, to the detriment of 
the process of economic and social development which 
we strive to bring about for the benefit of the disin
herited of the earth, who constitute three quarters of 
m!lnkind. In that regard, it is particularly enlightening· 
to note the scandalous disproportion, which has been 
deplored here on numerous. occasions; between the 
funds devoted to military expenditure-more than 
$450 billion-and the amount of development aid
$20 billion. 
211. This· development is so worrying that we permit 
ourselves, at this-stage, to be drawn into the labyrinth of 
the controversy about who is 'responsible for it. The 
important thing is that together we become aware of the 
world-wide dimension of the catastrophe and o{ its pos
sible evolution,. if the action and appropriate measures 
we have agreed upon are not rapidly taken to check its 
progress. 
212. In that connexion, global negotiations provide us 
with a golden opportunity to define the machinery that 
would make it possible to achieve the objectives of 
the new strategy, in. ·accordance with the Declaratipn 
and Plan of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order. 
213. In that regard, it is deplorable that the Commit
tee of the Whole, a·s its report attests [A/S-1111 
(Part V)], ·and despite the initiatives and the readiness of 
the developing countries to participate, was unable to 
agree on the agenda, or the procedure and still less on 
the time-frame for the negotiations. 
214. This situation, which is seriously detrimental to 
the world economy, is essentially due to the fa~t that the 
countries which enjoy a position of dominance in the 
current economic system are not ready to take the least 
risk or to accept the uncertainty that is intrinsic in 
any fundamental change. That is why their approach is 
fragmentary and sectoral and the measures they advo~ 
cate are ·for the most part directed ·only at solving 
conjunctural diffiCulties. 
215. It is quite obvious that some aspects of the cur
rent economic crisis require prompt intervention. This is 
the case with regard to the catastrophic situation in the 
developing countries most seriously affected by the 
crisis, the great majority of which are in. Africa. We. 
should like to support the. measures for supplementary 
assistance advocated · QY the · Secretary-General [see 
A/S-11/5, and Corr.1 annex]. . . 
216: Whatever the amount of this aid, it should be 
emphasized that it can serve only to enhance those coun
tries' own efforts to ipromote their own development, 
for it is true that the only true development is endogen
ous and self-generati*, that is to say, a development of 
the people and for the people. 
217. It is in th~ sarhe spir:ii that we are working for 
strengthening co-operation among developing countries 
especially through the establishment of regional econo
mic groups within the framework of our geographic and 
historical solidarity, groups such as the Economic Com-
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munity of West African States (ECOWAS) and the Cen
tral African Customs and Economic Union which will 
soon be celebrating its twentieth anniversary. · 
218. In the !mal analysis, all these stop-gap measures 
are only emergency remedies intended to halt the tragic 
development of the acute crisis in the most seriously 
affected countries, the' deep-seated causes of which 
can be eliminated OJ:llY by a structural reversal of the 
economic trends which have prevailed up to now. 
219. It is fortunate that the Lagos Plan of Action, 
adopted in April 1980 by the Heads of State and Gov
ernment of the Organization· of African Unity, par
ticularly emphasizes the need for this and includes a set 
of short-, medium- and long-term measures aimed at 
achieving national and collective self-sufficiency for 
Africa. This plan, therefore, should have the active sup
port of the international community with a view to its 
immediate implementation. 
220. With. regard to the procedures· for the global 
negotiations, we consider that a thorough examination 
of aU the problems affecting the world economy, as well 
as a study of the questions of raw materials,· energy, 
trade, development, money and finance should be car
ried out with a global approach in view of the effects of 
the links and interaction between those areas. 
22!. These negotiations should be carried on simul
taneouslY,. in a central body and should be open to high
level participation by all delegations; the negotiations, 
which should call upon the technical assistance of the 
specialized agencies of the United Nations system as 
necessary-it being understood that the primary and 
ultim11-te responsibility for the negotiations rests with the 
central ~ody-could lead to 1!. global agreement covering 
all the questions under examination. 
222. With regard to the new international develop
ment strategy which we are called upon tq adopt in prin
ciple during this session and some of whose aims have 
yet to be agreed by consensus, although these are mini
mal proposals, we appeal to everyone to ensure that a 
spirit of interdependence and solidarity shall prevail. 
223. The adoption of the new strategy implies the need 
to initiate global negotiations without delay and to 
ensure their success; indeed, those negotiations must 
lead to the establishment of all the mechanisms that will 
set the objectives of the strategy in motion and make 
them a reality. In this perspective, we must prevent these 
negotiations from degenerating for each country or 
group of cou~tries, into a struggle to gain the. great
est advantages for themselves, for the fact is that bal
anced benefits are the touchstone of any successful 
negotiation. 
224. It is, in fact, a new contract for international 
development which iS involved. As the Minister for For
eign Affairs of my country stated before this Assembly 
at the twenty-fifth meeting of its thirty-fourth regular 
session, it is a contract for development involving a pro
found sense of justice and equity and which "betokens a 
real will to go beyond national self-interest for the bene
fit of the strengthening of the common good, which is 
supranational and of which peace, collective security 
and the welfare of all peoples are the governing ele
ments" .J7 Finally, it must be aimed at concrete measures 
which wilL foster an increased and accelerated trans
formation into reality of decisions adopted in solidar
ity with· a view to promoting the advent of the New 
International Economic Order. 

17See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth 
Session, Plenary Meetings, 25th meeting, para. 176. 

225. Mr. DLAMINI (Swaziland): Although it is, so to 
speak, rather late in the day, Mr. President; .I·sQould 
like to associate my delegation with all the compliments 
addressed to you on your election to the presidency of 
this important special session of the United Nations 
General Assembly. I believe that, with your remarkable 
experience and wisdom, you will be able to guide this 
session to a successful conclusion. 
'226. I should also like; on behalf of my cotrntry, 
Swaziland, !lnd my delegation, to convey through· you, 
Sir, our very cordial welcome and warm greetings to tbe 
people of Zimbabwe on its entry into the Ui:lited 
Nations. The historic. struggle for liberation of our 
brothers and sisters of Zimbabwe has demonstrated 
once again that justice will always triumph. In the xears 
ahead, the people of Zimbabwe will require material 
and moral support from the international community: in 
its national reconstruction efforts, and we hope that this 
will be forthcoming in.sufficient amounts: We pledge 
our full support to this new nation. · · · ::: 
227. Although the Comm1ttee:-O'f the Whole Estab
lished under General Assembly Resolution 32/174 was 
unable to agree at its sixth session on proposals for the 
agenda, procedures and time-frame· of the global neg()~ 
tiations in accordance with General Assembly resolu
tions 34/138 and 34/139, I wish nevertheless to'con
gratulate the Secretary-General of the Unlted Nations·, .. 
Mr. Kurt Waldheim, and all those who were involved in 
the preparatory work for this special session, for having 
made it possible for us to have at our disposal all 'the 
working documents now before us. .. 

'''·· i 

228. This session is convened at a time when the world 
economy is experiencing the most serious crisis since .the. 
great depression of the early 1930s. We are expected to 
come up with s.ome possible solutions. However, i:p 
order to get or bring solutions, we need r~t to rev~ew 
and apprise ourselves of the progress and problems of. 
the International Development Strategy of the· Second 
United Nations Development Decade. This will enable 
us to assess our successes and failures. It is in this con
text that my delegation noted with appreciation the 
statement of the Chairman of the Preparatory Commit-· 
tee for the New International Development Strategy in 
his address to this body that the review and appraisal· 
will be carried out at national, regional, secto~al·and 
global levels. . · 
229. The economic development of. the past decade 
has been characterized by several factors which include 
the high rate of inflation and recession, the rapid rise .of 
unemployment, the instability of the international 
monetary system, the energy crisis, the stagnating, trade. 
flows and, of course, in developing countries the low. 
food production, accompanied by poverty, ma,lnutri
tion and illiteracy. Unfortunately, the trend has not 
improved despite numerous conferences, declarations 
and resolutions calling for the restructuring of world 
economic relations and placing emphasis on the needs 
of the developing countries. · . 
230. Now we are gathered here again to launch a new 
round of global negotiations on international economic 
co-operation for development and to adopt a new devel..: 
opment strategy for the third United Nations develop
ment decade. Unfortunately, this is taking place when· 
there is turmoil on the international economic scene,· 
However, because of the lessons we have learnt from the 
pa~t decade, ram confident that the international com
munity will be able to formulate and agree on a strategy 
for remedying the problems that we are confronted with 
today. 
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231:. . One of the cornerstones of the United· Nations is 
the::;principie of the equality of nations. In political 
terms· one. could say that this equality exists to.a certain. 
degree.,;:But th~ ~qu.~lity of !lations in the. fullest sen~e 
of .the ·:word · cannot be achieved as long as economic 
inequalities persist as they do today. The problems of 
the widening gap between industrialized countries and 
developing countries have. been the subject of concern 
and discussion in :various United Nations forums. It is,. 
J\q\¥eyer, disappointing to note that <fespite all the s~rn~ 
P,!!-t~~ tll.at hills often been expr.essed towards devel~pn~g 
nations; .so httle has been achieved. In my delegation s 
view; the reason for this' failure has been insufficient 
political'will to implement.decisions taken collectively. 
A:s a result, the .little that has been achieved has been 
d6n"e half-heartedly. .. ·. · . . 
232.·. >rhe eco~omic problems facing the international 
community vary in nature but all weigh.heavily on the 
ec.onomies of developing nations. While the areas of 
concern are of equal significance, I shall address my ' 
remarks to a few which .I feel require urgent attention. 
2j3 ~ : :O~e of ~he ni~~t;erious problems facing develofl
ing economies has been the unpredictable fluctuat,ions 
iiiprimary commodity prices on international markets;. 
These. price 'fluctuations have played a destructive ),"ole 
in:the,economies of developing nations, especially in 
thekterms of trade. The sixth special session called for 
ari',equita'Qle relationship. between prices of raw mater
iaJs,, .. manufactured and semi-manufactured goods 
e:xpo~ied by ch:veloping countrie~ and the ~rices of raw 
materials,' manufactures and capital goods 1m ported by 
them, with the aim of bringing about an improvement in 
tlllii.f'' ietms or' trade and the expansion of the world 
edonorny. However' the ptogresl) tOWI,IJ'dS accomplish
ipg ;{~s :~arrangement and ensuring remunerative prices 
iri real terms to producers of raw materials has been very 
slow:·:rhe decision to establish a common stabilization 
f:tlnd' 1is·.·a: positive step for producers of primary com
rri89,ities. We would plead that the effective entry into 
op'eration of this fund. be expedited .. 
234:·. Ano'ther problem. which is faced by developing 
countrieS, and which is linked to fluctuating prices of 
niw·,·materials is protectionisi,D. Protectionist policies 
takitheform of high tariffs, quota restrictions, domes
tic. pricing policies, controls and numerous. other mea
sures which have constituted effective barriers to prod
ucts from developing . countries . .free and unrestricted 
ac'ces·s .·· of all products from developing nations to 
markets of industrialized nations should be an integral· 
basis' Of the new economic order. Only in this way 
can we hope to induce an accelerated rate of develop
ment of the economies of developing nations by imple
menting the principle of comparative advantage in our 
international trade practices. 
2J.$ .. .In iny view, preferential or equal treatment of 
produ~ts from developing countries should be extended 
u'riconditionally and on a non-reciprocal basis. 
236: .. 'uniess trade barriers are totally eliminated, mar~ 
kets.- (o~ products from developing nations will be 
limited and sustained growth of the developing nations 
cani:iot'be assured. . . 

j '. ' •• · ' 

237.,cc The decision by major strong-currency countries 
to;discontinue.·gold payments against the dollar in the 
early:· ;1970s indicates that international financial rela
tions:cbased on the Bretton Woods Agreements of 1944 
were no longer suitable for the present times. Since the · 
1Q7,0s~ ·no ,suitable stable international financial agree
ment' has;.been.formulated. There is an urgent need to 
strengthen financial institutional arr:angements which 

will respond to the liquidity requirements of developing 
countries. 
238. My delegation recommends that a rhore demo
cratic mechanism be devised with the participation of 
developing countries. The floating and fluctuating 
exchange rates seriously reduce the export earnings of 
coirtmodities from developing countries. In this regard, 
my delegation further recommends that the reinstate
ment of special drawing rights for exchange purposes be 
re-examined. · ·. . · · ( 
239. Financial assistance for development has not 
been forthcoming i~ sufficient ~mounts, as has q~en 
pointed out by previOus speakers. The 0.7 per ceijt of 
gross national product as official development · st
ance to developing countries. was· not ~chieved , . ing 
the past decade. The modest capital assistance PfOVtded 
has been directed ·at. capital-intensive indljStries in 
eccnomies·where unemployment· is very high) 
240. I wish to reiterate the observati6ns already 
brought to the attention of the present session on the 
crucial issue of energy; The Chairman of the Group of 
77 has succinctly highlighted the fact that the problem 
of energy is intimately intertwined with the economies 
of the energy-exporting and energy-importing countries 
[2nd meeting, para. 87]; further, that the inflation 
exported by the. developed . market eConomies has 
left the developing countries with a major problem of 
meeting the· demands· not only of their economic 
development but even of sustaining their daily life. 
241. I need· hardly emphasize the crippling effect that 
the energy crisis has 'bad on my country, Swaziland. 
Rapidly rising transport costs in particular have tended 
to stifle development hi all sectors .of the economy, It is 
in this vein that I associate my delegation with the call to 
undertake massive perspective plans for the exploration 
and development of conventional and new and renew
able sourees of energy a.nd the drawing up of compre
hensive ·and fixed-term programmes for immediate. 
implementation in the interests of us all. To that end, 
my country is eagerly looking foward to 'the United 
Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of 
Energy, to be held at Nairobi, Kenya, in August 1981. 
242. My delegation associates itself with the call for a 
rational use of energy, as was more ably expressed by 
the respresentative of Kuwait in this forum last week. 
He said: " . . ~ we want to conserve, not to converse 
about conservation, which so far has been the. case". 
[2nd meeting, para. 284.] We likewise encourage all 
attempts aimed at cutting down. oil consumption. We 
have also noted with keen interest the progr~ss made 
by the Federal Republic of Germany in this regard. 
Mr. Genscher has informed the Assembly that Germany 
has managed to cut down energy consumption, in spite 
of the 15 per cent increase in industrial production [5th 
meeting, para. 60]. My delegation cannot but urge the· 
sharing· of proved prescriptions such as these. · 
243. Food and agriculture, as has b~n pointed out by 
numerous representatives, constitute a critical area 
where progress should be made in the global negotia
tions. The fact that developing countries should increase 
their food production, intensify agricultural develop
ment, reduce their dependence on imports and improve 
nutritional standards cannot be overemphasized. 
244. In most developing countries food production is 
not keeping pace with the increase in population growth. 
While food aid from the international community is 
welcomed in times of drought and other natural disas
ters, what is really needed is capital assistance to. 
improve production methods in developing countries. 



330 General Assembly Eleventh Special Session - Plenary Meetings 

Food production in most developing countries is 
adversely affected by the tendency of those countries to 
channel 'the greater part of the available resources to the 
production of cash crops to enable them to pay for their 
imports. It should be noted here that 80 per cent of · 
imports by developing countries ·are financed from 
export earnings-of course at the expense of local food 
supplies. 
245. The Rural Development Area Programme of my 
country-.,..a multidonor financed programme-:-aim~ at 
increased food production, reduced urban mtgratlon, 
increased rural employment, as well as reduced depen
dence on impOrts, with the long-term· objective of 
improving the well-being of our people. 
246. I should like to draw the attention of the Assem
bly to the.problems of particularly disadvantaged coun
tries. The international_community has-recognized that 
there is a large .number of d~eloping countries charac,. 
terized by low l~els of income, excessive dependence on 
international market forces beyond their control, eco
logical constraints, and in most cases geographical loca
tion. Those factors constitute serious obstacles in the 
way of their transition to sustained development, It is in 
recognition of those 9evelopment constraints that my 
delegation· wholeheartedly supports a propos~l for 
immediate measures in favour of the most senously 
affected countries contained in the Secretary-General's 
repor~ in document [AIS-ll/5 and Corr.l and Add.l), 
of ll August 1980. 
247. While appreciating efforts towards target assist
ance to those countries which belong to that category, I 
should like to appeal to the United Nations to pay spe
cial attention to- the problems of those nations whose 
peculiar-circumstances-be it their size,· geographical or 
political situation-place them in a disadvantageous 
position vis-a-vis .other trading nations. 

. . 
248. I am putting before this sess~on the plight qf 
small countries like mine whose land areas are· sm'all and 
land-locked, the population too sma}.l to forrq '!-. _POQ}e 
market, and the health condition of the population too 
poor. _ . . , 
249. Naturally, the economies of small countries are 
export-oriented and, therefore, most vulnerable .-to 
international monetary instability and inflation. While 
for_larger countries those factors _can and d9 have 
serious repercussions, for the small countnes the 
international economic instability inay mean absolute 
disaster. 

250. The United Nations has officially acknowledged 
the fact .that land-locked countries are among the poor
est of the developing countries. The difficulties imposed 
by lack of access to the sea coupled with isolatio[l frotp 
world markets and the high cost of internation~l trans
port services act as some of the mqsf.se~ous. co~t!~nts 
on their economic advancement. Irw~s m recogmtto:n of 
those difficulties that the United Nations, · through 
UNCTAD resolutions 63 (II), of19May 1972, 98 (IV), 
of 31 May 1976, and 123 (V), of 3 June 1979, urged the 
international community to give assistance to these 
countries. My delegation cannot but appeal for more 
generous contributions. - · ... 

251. In conclusion, I should like to appeal to this body' 
for immediate action that will enable the <,leveloping 
nations to accelerate their development prog~ammes. It 
is my delegation's sincere hope that the deliberations_ ~f 
this session will result in the finding of -concrete apd, 
workable solutions for ·the economic problems facing 
us all. ;-·: -

The meeting rose at 8 p.m. 
-.-,; 
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