
United Nations 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 
ELEVENTH SPECIAL SESSION 

Official Records 

President: Mr. Salim Ahmed SALIM 
(United Republic of Tanzania). 

AGENDA ITEM 7 

Assessment of the progress made in the establishment of 
the new international economic order and appropri
ate action for the promotion of the development of 
developing countries and international economic co
operation: 

(a) New international dev~lopment strategy for the 
third United N 1itions development decade; 

(b) Global negotiations relating to international eco-
nomic co-operation for development; 

(c) Other matters 

1. The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the decision 
taken by the General Assembly at its plenary meeting 
this morning, I call on His Eminence Bernardin 
Cardinal Gantin, Special Envoy of His Holiness Pope · 
John Paul II, to deliver the message of His Holiness 
addressed to. the Assembly. I invite him to come to the 
rostrum. 
2. Cardinal GANTIN (Special Envoy of His Holiness 
Pope John Paul II) (interpretation from French): Mr. 
President, Mr. Secretary-General, ladies and gentlemen, 
representatives of States: I wish to thank you for the 
invitation you have extended to me to read out the mes
sage which His Holiness Pope John Paul II wishes to 
convey to you at this meeting of the eleventh special ses
sion of the General Assembly, under the presidency of 
His Excellency Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim. The message 
reads: 

"The importance of this special session and of the 
content of its work prompts me to send to this dis
tinguished Assembly some thoughts and reflections 
on a subject which has been a constant concern of the 
Holy See, especially during the past two decades. The 
Holy See intends moreover by this message to pledge 
its continued interest in this area. The work of prep
aration for this session has been long and involved. It 
has absorbed the energies am\. the resources of the 
major organs <;>f the United Nations, and has been the 
focus of much work and of great expectations on the 
part of peoples around the world. The Holy See has 
followed all this work closely and with an earnest 
desire to be of service. 

"Whatever may have been the gains or shortcom
ings of past efforts, this special session should be seen 
as a new opportunity to set a course that will benefit 
all peoples and nations. It deserves to be a new oppor
tunity because of the work that has been put into it, 

· but even more because of the n~eds and just aspira
tions of. so many people who rightfully continue to 
look for a better and more humane future for them
selves and their children. 

"To be a new opportunity, this session of the 
General Assembly must not become submerged in the 
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past. Rather it should be an occasion f<;>r everyone to 
learn from the past and to make new strides forward, 
being aware of what may have hindered progress in 
the past, so that sterile checkmates may be avoided in 
the future. This work cannot afford to be caught up 
in old polarities. It must transcend them. It cannot be 
the captive of stale ideologies; it must instead bypass 
them. If the participants in this gathering are of one 
mind in the desire to look afresh at common prob
lems, then already the atmosphere has been created 
that ·will make this one of the most productive ses
sions that the United Nations system has seen. 

·"In these discussions the Catholic Church has its 
own role to play. It does not seek to speak out on only 
economic or technological questions. It does not 
attempt to give concrete solutions to the complex real
ities which are not its proper responsibility. This does 
not mean that the Church is unaware of the complexi
ties of the problems before this Assembly. Nor is it 
unknowledgeable about the substance and the content 
of the issues that must be confronted here by the 
experts from various parts of the worl~. But the 
Church speaks here first of all to give witness to its 
concern for everything that touches the human condi
tion. Many of you know already that the Holy See has 
taken part in various ways in most of the preparatory 
work for this special session and has participated in 
the work of the various organizations whose own con
cenis figure largely in this Assembly. 

"While the Holy See rightly leaves the purely tech
nological and economic matters to those whose 
proper responsibilities they are, it continues to be 
present at these meetings in order to add its voice in 
the discussion themselves. It does so in order to offer 
a vision of the human person and society. It does so in 
order to propose some helpful criteria to ensure that 
human values, values of the spirit, values of peoples 
and ·cultures, are not inadvertently made subservient 
to some lesser goal of merely economic or material 
gain that ultimately would prove unworthy of the 
human being and the society all of us seek to foster. 

''As. has been recognized, ever greater importance 
is now attributed to non-economic considerations in 
forming new structures of international relations. In 
this regard, religious and ethnic factors, education 
and public opinion play a great part. Peace itself 
becomes a driving force of so many parts of the 
global community-that peace which is irreconcilable 
with military or economic wars. 

"Such a perspective does indeed lie before us at this 
special session. And if I speak to you out of my Chris
tian heritage and use a vocabulary that is proper to 
those of us who follow the one whom we call the 
Prince of Peace, this is done with the conviction that 
the words I speak can 'be readily understood by all 
men and women of good will and be of benefit to 
them. · · 

"My first major point is an appeal to all of you 
here, to a11 peoples everywhere. It is an appeal to go 
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beyond any static positions that belong to a particular 
ideology. Let every system and each functioning part 
of a system look to what in fact it can do, ask what in 
fact it can contribute, see how in fact it can advance 
the real goals of human life, regardless of whatever 
positions the stale arguments of ideological bias may 
wish to impose artificially-positions and biases 
which may hinder rather than promote real progress 
and fraternal collaboration, 

"There is no question but that this great Assembly 
is composed of men and women of different, even 
opposed, systems and ideologies. We cannot, how
ever, afford to let the limitations of ideological biases 
obstruct our concern for man-man in the concrete, 
the whole man, every man. Therefore we cannot let 
these ideological categories imprison us. We cannot 
let outdated conflicts control us to the extent that we 
cannot respond to the real needs of peoples every
where. 

"In the place of ideological stalemates that have 
perhaps prevailed in the past, I should like to suggest 
a criterion that represents an attitude and a guiding 
principle to measure each and every concrete decision 
that all of you, members of this Assembly, will make: 
it is hope, a solid, realistic hope for every man, 
woman and child and for society itself. 

''This hope is not a wish; it is not a vague senti
ment. It is a category born of our experience of his
tory and nourished by our common desires for the 
future. As such, this hope accepts history as the place 
of its own operation and declares quite openly and 
quite realistically that the future is history to be made, 
to be made by us with the help of Almighty God. 

"It is a future to be built by united efforts to secure 
the common good through mutual co-operation and 
collaboration. This hope is, then, the guiding crite
rion which tells us that, if there is a history to be made 
and if we are responsible for the common good now 
and in the future, we must together work out and put 
into practice the modifications that are necessary 
now, so that the future we yearn for will correspond 
to the hope we share for all individuals, peoples and 
nations on this earth. 

"Viewing this attitude of hope as our common out
look and as a guiding principle in the actions of this 
Assembly, I wish to point out a few of the items that 
deserve serious consideration at this session and 
beyond. The issues I speak of are not the only ones of 
great importance. They are, however, some of the 
more urgent concerns that have already been dis
cussed at various United Nations meetings; and they 
demand our attention both by reason of the work 
already devoted to them and by reason of the urgency 
of the current world condition. 

''There is a paramount need for a greater and more 
equitable sharing of resources. This includes the 
transfer of science and technology, which was the 
subject of a United Nations meeting in Vienna last 
year. It means a technology that is appropriate to the 
needs and best interests of the peoples and nations 
involved. But it means much more than just material 
sharing. There is an urgent need for a sharing of the 
resources of the mind and the spirit, of scientific 
knowledge and cultural and artistic expression. Such 
a sharing is not one-way; it is mutual and multilateral 
and it implies that the cultural, ethical and religious 
values of peoples must always be respected by the par
ties involved in this sharing. It implies mutual open
ness to learning from one another and to sharing with 
one another. 

"In this sharing, there is no question but that tech
nological development and economic growth will 
involve some change in the social and cultural pat
terns of a people. To a certain extent this is inevitable 
and must be faced realistically for the sake of the 
growth of a people. But if we are honest when we say 
that man is not just homo economicus, then all of us 
must take care to see that any harmful change 
wherein positive values are sacrificed is minimized 
and that ethico-moral, cultural and religious values 
are placed ahead of the merely economic indicators of 
growth. 

"In this sharing, finally, it is good to recognize and 
to support the many new ways of co-operation among 
peoples and nations. Not only is there sharing 
between one group and another; developing nations 
are also learning to share among themselves and 
regional groups are aiding one another to help to find 
the best means to further their mutual interests. 

"You Member States of this Assembly cannot rest 
content with lofty perspectives or ethical ideals alone. 
You have the responsibility to negotiate together in 
good faith and mutual respect. The negotiations you 
carry out should be as all-inclusive as possible, taking 
into account the advantages to be had from the most 
complete and far-reaching agreement possible on all 
the items before you for negotiation. This kind of 
enlightened realism will do much to construct the 
necessary modifications for our common future built 
on our common hope. 

"My predecessor Paul VI called on the developed 
nations to contribute 1 per cent of their gross national 
product to the cause of development. The figure that 
is actually set aside today for this purpose seems very 
much lower. I recognize that inflation is a world-wide 
problem affecting the industrialized as well as the 
developing countries. However, the Holy See wishes 
to reiterate the appeal of Paul VI: no, 1 per cent of 
the gross national product is not an unrealistic goal. 
The contribution of this percentage would greatly aid 
the Common Fund agreed to through the negotiations 
of UNCT AD as well as a possible world development 
fund. 

"For initiatives of this kind to be effective, there 
must be a renewed effort on the part of all nations, 
developed and developing, to end all waste, whether 
material or human. 

"On the material level, the questions of the envi
ronment dealt with by the UNEP and other agencies 
deserve renewed study and action. 

"The whole problem of energy might well be seen 
in this context so that the most effective and appro
priate energy resources are made available without 
unnecessary waste and exploitation of materials. 

"On the human level, many United Nations confer
ences have highlighted concern for children; for 
women, for the handicapped, for so many categories 
and peoples whose resources are being exploited or 
not used for their good and the good of society. Once 
again, our commitment to various aspects of human 
development for the common good can rekindle hope 
for people, giving them the prospect c5f a fuller and 
more fruitful existence. 

"Finally, I should be untrue to my charge if I did 
not call attention to the poor and to those on the mar
gin of society throughout the world. There are coun
tries rich in cultural and other spiritual and human 
resources, but which are among the poorest econo
mically and among those who are suffering most 
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from the current situation. We all know the stagger
ing statistics about the real horror of famine that 
afflicts so many around the globe. Suffering peoples 
in various regions cry out to us to give them relief now 
so that they can survive. 

"Can not all of us who have so much at least com
mit ourselves to giving new hope to these poor of the 
world by fulfilling a pledge first to relieve their plight 
and then to provide for their most basic needs, such 
as food, water, health care and shelter? To relievethe 
immediate suffering and to provide those elements 
that will help people become more self-reliant would 
be a sure indication that we are contributing to the 
hope that this earth and its peoples need. 

"In so many of these matters what will be needed is 
the political will that goes beyond immediate self
interest. Such a political will has, in the past, led to 
great achievements, such as the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. Such a will must be constantly 
guided by criteria that exalt the human and social, the 
ethical and cultural, the moral and spiritual over the 
~::conomic and technological. 

"Such a will needs to be developed not only among 
world leaders, but among all peoples at every level of 
life. Many issues can be solved only on the global 
level, and you, the members of this Assembly, have 
these tasks before you. But many can and ought to be 
brought to fruitful agreement at the continental or 
regional or other intermediate level. The need for glo
bal solutions to many problems should not blind us to 
the possibilities of resolving problems and building a 
better future on a less than all-encompassing level. 

"In fact, applying the notion of subsidiarity, we 
can see that there are many groups and peoples who 
can solve their own problems better at a local or inter
mediate level, and that such action moreover gives 
them a direct sense of participation in their own des
tinies. This is a positive advance and one to which we 
should all be sensitive. 

"In my pastoral visits in Europe, in North Amer
ica, Latin America and Africa, I have spoken often 
and in varying ways of the need for the conversion of 
hearts. I have stressed the need for each one of us to 
be converted, to see in the other person a brother or a 
sister united by the bond of a common humanity 
under God. My predecessor Paul VI in his encyclical 
Populorum Progessio, a document which remains 
one of the enduring and valid contributions to the 
work of development, said: 

" 'There can be no progress towards the complete 
development of man without the simultaneous 
development of all humanity in the spirit of solidar
ity ... Man must meet man, nation meet nation, 
as brothers and sisters, as children of God. In this 
mutual understanding and friendship, in this sacred 
communion, we must also begin to work together 
to build the common future of the human race.' 1 

"May I complete this message to you today by 
recalling these words and this perspective for your 
reflection. May I ask that, as you·seek a change in the 
structures that will better serve the common good in 
justice and equity, you will not forget the education 
and inspiration of your peoples that will help bring 
about the conversion of hearts. Only through a con
version of hearts can brothers and sisters build the 

1Encyclical Letter of His Holiness Paul VI . .. on the Development 
of Peoples (Vatican Polyglot Press, 1967), p. 35. 

common future of the human race and construct the 
great and lasting edifice of peace. And it is to this 
same peace-the new name of which aptly remains 
'development'-that all the efforts of this special ses
sion must be directed. With God's help may it be so. 
"The Vatican, 22 August 1980 

(Signed) JOHN PAUL II" 
3. The PRESIDENT: In connexion with the agenda 
item under consideration, I should like to inform mem
bers that it is my intention to close the list of speakers on 
Wednesday, 27 August, at 12 noon. 
4. Before calling on the first speaker, I wish to 
announce that the Director-General for Development 
and International Economic Co-operation will intro
duce the analytical report on developments in the field 
of international economic co-operation at the first meet
ing of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Eleventh Special 
Session. 
5. I now call on the Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole Established under General Assembly Resolu
tion 321174, Mr. Bogdan Crnobrnja of Yugoslavia, to 
give an account of the work of the Committee. 
6. Mr. CRNOBRNJA (Yugoslavia), Chairman, Com
mittee of the Whole Established under General Assem
bly Resolution 32/174: I have the honour to present to 
the General Assembly the report of the Committee of 
the Whole on preparations for global negotiations on 
international economic co-operation for development. 
The report is before members in document A/S-11/1 
(Part IV). 
7. To the report are annexed, in accordance with the 
decision of the Committee, the written proposals con
cerning the agenda, procedures and time-frame for glo
bal negotiations submitted to the Committee by the 
representatives of some countries and groups of coun
tries, as well as the texts of official statements made at 
the last session of the Committee. 
8. The bulk of our work in the Committee was 
devoted to the consideration of items 2, 3 and 4 of the 
provisional agenda, namely, the agenda, procedures 
and time-frame for the global negotiations. In addition 
to this, we also dealt with organizational arrangements 
for this special session. Our agreed proposals on these 
questions are embodied in annex III to the aforemen
tioned report. 

9. The Committee held four sessions, from January to 
July this year. However, as seen in its report, the Com
mittee was unable to complete the main task that the 
thirty-fourth session of the General Assembly had 
entrusted to it, namely, to submit to this session of the 
General Assembly proposals concerning an agreed 
agenda~ procedures and time-frame for the first round 
of global negotiations. 

10. The dialogue we had in the Committee showed 
that, owing to reluctance and unwillingness to imple
ment the provisions of General Assembly resolu
tion 34/138, it was not possible to reach agreement. 
Without blaming anybody, I must however state that 
the main responsibility lies with those who hold the 
steering wheels of the world economy. 

11. I should like now to deal briefly with some con
crete questions concerning the work of the Committee 
and to say a few words about the situation in which we 
find· ourselves today. ! 

12. I feel that the intensive work of the Committee was 
not useless. We now have a much clearer view of where 
everyone stands and along what lines solutions should 

·~ 
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be sought. In my personal view, we shall not be able to 
reach agreement on the basis of exclusive stands. 
13. We had very detailed discussions and we attempted 
to elaborate a draft agenda for the global negotiations. I 
have the feeling that we were not far from finding com
mon formulations with regard to a certain number of 
questions in the fields of food and agriculture and devel
opment financing, as well as on certain problems involv
ing energy and trade, although not the most important 
ones among them. On the other hand, we remained far 
apart as far as some items of the agenda crucial for 
developing countries were concerned, such as the pro
tection and strengthening of the purchasing power of 
the exports of developing countries and also on some 
issues of importance to developed countries. 
14. The crucial unsolved problems are the nature of 
our commitments in the globai negotiations and, in this 
connexion, the role and the mandate of the central body 
in New York. We all agree that such a body should 
exist, but we differ with regard to its competence and 
actual power of desicision making. However, I should 
like to point out that the idea of global negotiations was 
largely supported in the Committee. There was also 
agreement-as I have already said-concerning the need 
to establish a central political body in the United 
Nations for global negotiations and a time-frame for the 
first round of negotiations. 
15. As far as the role of the specialized agencies is con
cerned, no one disagreed that "these negotiations 
should not ... have any adverse effect upon the nego
tiations in other United Nations forums but should rein
force and draw upon them" [resolution 34/138, 
para. 3]. All Member States wish to avoid overlapping. 
The developing countries in particular want to ensure 
more effective performance by these institutions and 
more democracy in their work. All this mearis that the 
real problems arose when we turned to discuss the char
acter or the nature of the negotiations. It became clear 
that the agenda and everything else depended on the 
character of the negotiations. 
16. Another area of disagreement was whether to con
centrate on structural and long-term issues or to select 
those which are likely to be solved in a relatively short 
time. One cannot deny the existence of these two sets of 
problems. However, to impose the alternative "either
or" would be contrary to the ·resolution of the General 
Assembly. No one-and the developing countries least 
of all-should underestimate the importance of solving 
urgent short-term problems. On the contrary, an ade
quate approach to these problems should support the 
solving of long-term issues. Meaningful solutions to 
these short-term problems cannot be separated from the 
long-term ones. 

17. The question whether global negotiations and 
international co-operation in general should lead to an 
adjustment or to a change of the existing situation in 
economic relations was debated at some length in the 
Committee. My assessment of this problem is the fol
lowing: if, while bearing in mind the complexity and the 
interrelationship between all problems, we devote our 
attention to the search, through negotiations, for posi
tive solutions to every concrete important issue con
ducive to concrete results and effectively amounting to 
progress, and if we ensure the implementation of con
crete agreements, then international relations will inevit
ably undergo the necessary structural changes. 
18. There was some criticism describing the positions 
of developing countries as being "emotional and un
businesslike' '. Perhaps some of their proposals may 

contain "unbusinesslike" elements. However, no one is 
preventing anyone from responding to such proposals 
by advancing more businesslike ones. Unfortunately, 
we did not see enough of that in our work in the Com
mittee. Another clarification is required here. Business
like behaviour does not mean that we should solve pri
marily those problems that will benefit one side predom
inantly or exclusively. Such businesslike behaviour 
would amount to a perpetuation and increase of the 
dependence and subordination of the developing 
countries. 
19. The misconception that, in negotiations between 
the developing and developed countries, what the for
mer gain the latter must lose has also contributed to the 
situation we are now facing. That cannot be the logic of 
co-operation and negotiations. Such misconceptions are 
obviously harmful and, in my opinion, to a great extent 
responsible for the meager results achieved in the prep
arations for global negotiations. 
20. It is a fact, however, that scientific and other cir
cles even in the developed countries are ever more aware 
that supporting the development of developing coun
tries does not mean diminishing one's own benefits. On 
the contrary, it means ensuring a more stable and secure 
growth of both developing and developed countries. 

21. As we all know, the present-day world is extremely 
diverse in many respects. We live in an era of transfor
mation taking place at times at a more rapid pace and at 
other times at a slower pace. That variation, on the one 
hand, hampers and, on the other, accelerates negotia
tions and .makes them imperative. Of course, respon
sibilities for the prevailing economic situation are not 
the same. Our basic task, however, is to build jointly a 
more equitable new international economic order. In 
the building of such an order, all countries should 
actively take part. 

22. When reviewing the work of the Committee, I 
cannot but deplore the lack of mutual confidence. 
Entrenched positions were very much in evidence. How
ever, I feel that the developing countries were ready to 
make considerable concessions, particularly with regard 
to the agenda, so as to make their proposals more 
acceptable. Unfortunately, these efforts were to no 
avail. It is true that some developed countries, especially 
the smaller ones, also came up with somewhat more 
flexible and helpful proposals. 
23. Thanks to the work of the Committee, the special 
session will not start from scratch in its efforts to solve 
these problems, since we now have a clear picture as to 
which stands can be harmonized relatively easily and 
which positions should be thoroughly reassessed. 

24. All this shows that there is a need to review and 
reconsider our behaviour. The present situation is not, 
in the final analysis, the cause but the consequence of 
long-standing and current political practices with deep 
roots. There is, I would say, something inevitable in all 
this, as a result of rapid changes in the world. There
fore, it is indispensable to exert deliberate efforts to 

. overcome the difficulties and promote universal co
operation. 

25. The time the Committee had at its disposal was, 
one could say, comparatively short. However, if we had 
continued to act in the way we had been acting for the 
past seven or eight months, it would have taken us a 
very long time to reach genuine agreement. As. Chair
man of the Committee I felt that we should exert maxi
mum efforts to reach agreement on how to conduct a 
new and different dialogue between the developed and 
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the developing countries. I was and I am still confident 
that this can be achieved. 
26. It seems that we have already gained enough exper
ience and a sufficiently clear insight into our mutual 
positions to be able to agree on the basic framework. I 
am convinced that compromise is the way by which an 
agreement can be reached. 
27. As far as the agenda of global negotiations is con
cerned, I feel that the solution could be based on two 
premises: first, the agenda could encompass substan
tively, and not merely formally, all major problems in 
the areas mentioned in resolution 34/138. I propose this 
not only because of our adherence to the letter and spirit 
of the resolution, but also because of the objective state 
of affairs. Furthermore, it is difficult to imagine glcibal 
negotiations if they do not include substantive issues in 
the fields of energy and monetary questions. Secondly, 
the agenda could be viewed as an initial agreement 
creating conditions for the start of global negotiations. 
In the course of the negotiations themselves, all the par
ties will undoubtedly have to display much more nego
tiating patience and persistence in order to achieve con
crete results. Therefore, we should leave enough room 
for future negotiations. I believe that we should opt for 
an agenda which, while not ignoring any of the major 
areas, will not prejudge the final results. 
28. We should reach a substantive political agreeme_nt 
with regard to the most difficult question of organiza
tion and procedures of negotiations. The resolution on 
global negotiations stipulates that there should be no 
overlapping and duplication of activities with the spe
cialized agencies. Consequently, the specialized agencies 
in the United Nations system will have to find their 
place in global negotiations, in accordance with their 
fields of competence. On the other hand, however, the 
idea of global negotiations was launched because, inter 
alia, negotiations in those organizations had failed to 
produce the desired results over a number of years. 
From this we can clearly conclude that, as stated by the 
Secretary-General, "Throughout the negotiating pro
cess, the General Assembly or the organ designated by it 
[will] have a central role to play" .2 Therefore, the cen
tral body should possess the prerogative of integral and 
co-ordinated guidance and determination of desired 
results. 
29. I have tried to express some of my personal views 
that might be of some help. Before concluding, I should 
like to emphasize that in spite of the present difficulties 
I am profoundly convinced that global negotiations 
remain the most important new avenue in the search for 
solutions to the global problems of development with 
which the present-day world and the developing coun
tries in particular are faced. Such negotiations would be 
all the more important as they would evolve under the 
roof of this universal Organization, an organization of 
all of us in which no one should feel like a second-class 
citizen. 
30. No other initiative undertaken so far has such a 
global and universal character as this one. Previous 
initiatives were partial in character, either with regard to 
the number of participants or with regard to the prob
lems they dealt with. I do not ~ish to say thereby that 
other initiatives are not useful. They can play a positive 
role. However, they cannot be an alternative to global 
negotiations. 

2See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1980, 
Plenary Meetings, 24th meeting, para. 21. 

31. I think that we can say without exaggeration that 
what is involved is an undertaking without precedent in 
the United Nations. I am convinced that the vast major
ity of the representatives present here hope that the 
authority of this gathering and our common awareness 
of the gravity of the moment will enable the Assembly 
to muster sufficient political strength to adopt the deci
sions for the start of global negotiations. Conscious of 
the non-existence of any valid alternative, we cannot but 
use all possible means to reach the necessary degree of 
agreement. 

32. The PRESIDENT: I now call on the Chairman of 
the Preparatory Committee for the New International 
Development Strategy, Mr. Niaz A. Naik of Pakistan, 
to give an account of the work of the Preparatory 
Committee. 
33. Mr. NAIK (Pakistan), Chairman, Preparatory 
Committee for the New International Development 
Strategy: We are very glad to see the Secretary-General 
back among us. We hope that he has fully recovered 
from his recent ailment. 

34. Mr. President, I have the honour to submit, 
through you, to the eleventh special session of the Gen
eral Assembly the report of the Preparatory Committee 
for the New International Development Strategy for the 
third United Nations development decade, contained in 
document A(S-11/2. 

35. During the past two years the Preparatory Com
mittee has been engaged in an intensive process of prep
aration involving the entire international community. 
The Committee held six sessions, during which it pre
pared draft texts on the preamble, goals and objectives, 
policy measures and a review and appraisal mechanism 
for the implementation of the strategy. 

36. Those drafts evolved from the informal consoli
dated text submitted by the Chairman of the Committee 
on the basis of technical preparations carried out by the 
United Nations system and the detailed and comprehen
sive proposals submitted by various groups and delega
tions, as well as the intensive discussions that were held 
in the Committee. I should like to take this opportunity 
to express my deep thanks for the co-operation that has 
been extended to me by the entire Committee in the 
completion of my task. 

37. The extensive technical preparations made by the 
United Nations Secretaria,t and the Committee for 
Development Planning and the invaluable inputs pro
vided by all the relevant organs, organizations and 
bodies of the United Nations system have been an 
important and significant part of the work done during 
this period. The entire United Nations system, including 
the specialized agencies and the regional commissions, 
have thus made valuable contributions to this vast and 
complex undertaking. On behalf of the Preparatory 
Committee, and on my own behalf, I should like to 
express sincere appreciation and thanks to the Secretary
General, the Director-General for Development and 
International Economic Co-operation, the Under
Secretary-General for the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs and his colleagues, the Committee for 
Development Planning and all the relevant organs, 
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system 
that have contributed so significantly to the work of the 
Committee. 

38. The report of the Preparatory Committee indi
cates that, although we do not have the satisfaction of 
presenting a fully agreed text of the new strategy, the 
Committee has been able to evolve a draft of the strat-
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egy that reflects the considerable progress achieved over 
the last two years. · 
39. The preamble of the new strategy, on which there 
is a large degree of consensus, makes it clear that the 
strategy forms an integral part of the efforts of the 
international community to establish a new interna
tional economic order. While emphasizing the funda
mental objective of accelerating the development of 
developing countries, it lays special stress on the need 
for far-reaching changes in the structures of the present 
international economic system on the basis of equity 
and justice. 
40. Furthermore, in the context of the primary respon
sibility of the developing countries for their own devel
opment, the preamble clearly defines the role of econo
mic and technical co-operation among developing 
countries with a view to promoting their individual and 
collective self-reliance and thereby contributing towards 
the establishment of a new international economic 
order. The preamble also restates the principles on 
which international peace and security should be based 
and calls for urgent disarmament measures, which could 
release resources for the promotion of economic and 
social development. The main outstanding issue in the 
preamble relates to the right of nationalization, since 
the question of its consistency with international law has 
not been resolved. 
41. In regard to the goals and objectives of the strat
egy there is broad agreement on the objectives to be pur
sued at both the national and the international levels in 
the areas of trade, food and agriculture, industrializa
tion, the reduction of inflation, infrastructure, natural 
resources, niw materials and the strengthening of the 
scientific and technological capacities of developing 
countries. 
42. There is also agreement that the most pressing 
problems and the deteriorating situation of the least 
developed countries must receive special attention. 
Likewise, the particular and pressing problems of other 
countries in special categories will also be met through 
specific measures and actions. 
43. There is a consensus on the objective of promoting 
economic and technical co-operation among developing 
countries on the basis of the principle of individual and 
collective self-reliance as a dynamic component in the 
restructuring of international economic relations. The 
solution of the environmental aspects of development 
figures as one of the important objectives of the decade. 
44. An important new feature of the present strategy is 
that it conceives of development as an integral process, 
and the objectives of social and human development 
have been accorded a new emphasis. This in fact has 
been the most significant result of the negotiations on 
the strategy. The social content of the new strategy will 
represent a major advance for the international com
munity. The developing countries have adopted a clear 
and forthcoming attitude on social issues that reflects 
their commitment to improving the lot of their own peo
ple. The strategy thus contains specific goals and objec
tives relating to the elimination of hunger, universal 
primary education, primary health care for all, and a 
sharp reduction in infant mortality by the end of the 
century. In particular, the role of women in develop
ment and the need to integrate them into all sectors of 
development have been fully recognized. It has also 
been agreed that the results of the World Conference of 
the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, 
Development and Peace will be fully reOected in the 
strategy during this special session of the General 
Assembly. 

45. In the section on policy measures a consensus has 
been reached in the areas of food and agriculture; 
science and technology; economic and technical co
operation among developing countries; the problems of 
special categories of countries; social development; the 
environment; human settlements; disaster relief; and the 
relationship between disarmament and development. In 
addition, there is broad agreement on a number of 
important issues related to trade and industrialization. 

46. Despite the encouraging progress on the social as 
well as some economic issues, a number of central issues 
and questions relating to the new strategy are out
standing. Foremost among these is the question of the 
quantitative targets of growth for the developing coun
tries in the next decade. There was a general consensus 
in the Committee that the objective of accelerating the 
development of developing countries cannot be realized 
without aiming for ambitious growth rates for the 
decade. The Committee for Development Planning also 
recommended a high growth target for the 1980s and, in 
his opening statement this morning, the Secretary
General aptly emphasized that: 

"The objectives of such a strategy ... may appear to 
be ambitious but they do not exceed the needs of pro
moting the new international economic order and the 
social and human development of fast-growing popu
lations." [1st meeting, para. 51]. 

4 7. Keeping in view all those considerations, as well as 
the need for realism, I had proposed an over-all growth 
rate of 7 per cent for developing countries for the third 
development decade. That found considerable accept
ance in the Committee, and it is my earnest hope that 
developed and developing countries alike will find it 
possible to reach a consensus on that target. 

48. Apart from the question of quantitative targets, 
the other most important outstanding issues in the sub
stantive parts of the strategy relate to the financial, 
monetary and energy fields. It is a matter of concern 
that on the question of commitments to the interna
tionally accepted target of 0.7 per cent of official devel
opment assistance, as well as of 1 per cent, and the time
frames ·for those targets, which are at the core of the 
strategy, very little progress has been registered so far. It 
is evident that the new strategy can be meaningful only 
if we can accomplish a significant step forward on the 
questions of concessional resource transfers, which are 
central to the success of the strategy. 

49. In the monetary and energy fields, the issues are 
intimately related to the global negotiations. The most 
propitious outcome of the special session would be 
simultaneous progress on these issues in both the strat
egy and the global negotiations. However, it is my view 
that, irrespective of the outcome of the global negotia
tions, the strategy for the 1980s must contain the broad 
objectives of international development co-operation in 
the critical fields of energy and monetary reform. The 
more difficult and sensitive aspects of the monetary and 
energy questions which are directly related to global 
negotiations could be reflected in the strategy in an 
appropriate manner once an international consensus has 
been reached on these issues. 

50. A final agreement is yet to be reached on how to 
reflect the need for far-reaching policies of structural 
adjustment and change, especially in the areas of trade 
and industrialization. I feel, however, that given the 
necessary goodwill those differences can be resolved and 
appropriate solutions can be found by negotiations at 
the special session of the General Assembly. 
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51. Another pending matter is how best to define the 
concept of countries in special categories, or countries 
where the development problems and needs are the 
greatest. Here again, I feel that we have come a con
siderable way towards finding a solution and, given the 
necessary goodwill and understanding, this problem 
also can be solved. 
52. It is encouraging to note that there is already a 
broad agreement on giving priority consideration to the 
immediate and urgent needs of the poorer and most ser
iously affected developing countries, in particular the 
least developed countries, and to establishing emergency 
programmes of assistance for those countries. 
53. Turning now to the review and appraisal of the 
implementation of the new strategy, I am gratified to 
say that we have registered significant progress. I am 
confident that the few remaining issues, related to the 
respective responsibilities of developed and developing 
countries, can be resolved at the special session through 
mutual accommodation and ingenuity. 
54. The review and appraisal mechanism has evolved 
in the new strategy as a dynamic and policy-oriented 
process. It is expected to be carried out at the national, 
regional, sectoral and global levels and will be aimed at 
giving political impetus to the implementation of the 
new strategy; An important new feature of the review 
and appraisal is that the regional commissions and other 
regional institutions are expected to play an important 
role, both in support of the efforts of their member 
Governments to implement the strategy and in review
ing the development experience in their respective 
regions. 
55. I have endeavoured to present to the Assembly an 
objective assessment· of the progress achieved in the 
Preparatory Committee. The results have been mixed. 
Although significant progress has been made, we have 
yet to resolve some of the key issues in the strategy. It is 
my hope that the special session will give the political 
impetus required to achieve a consensus on a meaning
ful and effective international development strategy for 
the next 10 years, which can make a significant contri
bution to the establishment of a New International 
Economic Order. 
56. Mr. President, I am deeply gratified that in your 
own opening statement and iri the statement of the 
Secretary-General this morning the unique significance 
·of the international development strategy as one of the 
key instruments for realizing the long-term goals of 
international development co-operation has been fully 
recognized. I have no doubt that as the Secretary
General also said: 

"A strong and dynamic strategy providing a gen
eral framework for international action in support of 
the development of developing countries during the 
coming decade would be a major contribution of this 
session.'' [Ibid.] 

57. It is my earnest hope that the international com
munity will rise to the historic moment of this special 
session and formulate such a strategy for the develop
ment of the developing countries. What is needed is a 
response of international solidarity and co-operation 
which can transform the recognition of interdependence 
into the reality of genuine co-operation. 
58. Mr. RAO (India) (Chairman of the Group of 77): 
Allow me, Mr. President, to congratulate you on your 
election as the President of this eleventh special session 
of the General Assembly on international economic co
operation for development.· I believe I reflect the views 
of everyone present here when I say that with yo:Jr 

experience and wisdom you would be able to guide the 
deliberations of this important session to a successful 
conclusion. 
59. On behalf of the Group of 77 and of my country, 
India, as well as on my own behalf, I would like to con
vey our warm greetings to the fraternal people of Zim
babwe on the occasion of their entry into the United 
Nations organization. Only a few months ago we wel
comed this country's emergence into life and freedom 
after decades of darkness imposed by colonial rule and 
exploitation. I personally had the privilege of being 
present in Salisbury for the independence celebrations 
last April and of partaking of the sense of euphoria at 
that momentous juncture in history. The example of 
Zimbabwe demonstrates once again that truth and jus
tice will triumph. The heroic struggle of the brave 
people of Zimbabwe against external domination and 
racial tyranny has won the admiration of all those who 
cherish freedom and human dignity, and will always 
serve as an example to oppressed peoples, wherever they 
may be. The ramparts of colonial domination and racial 
bigotry are crumbling. With their tradition of out
standing courage and sacrifice, the people of Zimbabwe 
stand on our side today, strengthening our relentless 
struggle against the vestiges of racism and colonial rule 
in southern Africa. We rejoice in the fact that the ranks 
of freedom fighters have been significantly reinforced. 
60. The people of Zimbabwe will now have to face the 
task of reconstruction of their national economy, 
ravaged by almost two decades of war and strife. They 
are fortunate in having as their leader the illustrious son 
of Africa and of Zimbabwe, Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe. On this auspicious occasion we would like to 
extend the assurances of our whole-hearted support
moral, political and material-in the challenging task he 
and his countrymen face. 
61. The world economy is undoubtedly undergoing 
profound changes; but the process is haphazard, leading 
to great turmoil, whereas the need of the hour is its 
orderly restructuring. It is therefore highly appropriate 
that a special session of the General Assembly, at a high 
political level, devoted to vital issues of economic devel
opment should be meeting at the present juncture. 
There is growing recognition that the world economy 
today faces a crisis of unprecedented dimensions. But 
the international community finds itself unable to 
formulate clear-cut remedies and is still groping for 
ways and means to cope with the crisis. 
62. Years ago, our late Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru had observed that it was a sign of a nation's 
maturity when it devoted more attention to economic 
rather than political problems. In that view, there has 
come about-or so one hopes-a new and altogether 
gratifying maturity in the thinking of the international 
community. While the line between the political and the 
economic is not always clear and beyond doubt, it is 
time to realize that a continued preoccupation to look 
for short-term and narrow political gains in dealing with 
complex economic issues is bound to prove increasingly 
counterproductive. The quest for the co-operative spirit 
that must accompany the recognition of the primacy of 
international economic relations has so far eluded us. 
As a result we face a climate of frustration, mistrust and 
helplessness which is not conducive to progress or, 
indeed, to world peace. 
63. As we contemplate the critical issues of the, 1980s, 
we need deeper awareness of the fact that they are pro
foundly and qualitatively different from those of the 
past. In the first instance, the scale of remedial measures 
required is truly staggering, simply because of the per-
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sistent and accumulated neglect of the crisis over the 
years. Secondly, the time horizon <;>Ver which such reme
dial measures must be forthcommg needs to be tele
scoped to avert an imminent catastrophe._ Thi~~ly, th_e 
differential impact of the world economic cnsis as It 
affects the developed and developing countries has 
acquired new and more frig~tenin& aspects. On the one 
hand, the developed countnes can no longer hope to 
escape the . malignant consequences of the cu_rrent 
economic situatiqn. On the other, the impovenshed 
economies can no longer defend themselves further 
against the rising .economic burdens and find themselves 
on the verge of collapse. 
64. Proposals for reform of the international econo
mic order have not been wanting in recent years. It is 
not surprising that one of the most recent and eloquent 
of these has been called "A Program for Survival". I 
am referring to the report of the Brandt Commission,3 

which has underscored mutual interdependence between 
the developed and the developing world. The report has 
asserted that it is in the best interests even of the devel
oped world to sustain and support the development of 
the developing world through a massive transfer of real 
resources and a refashioning of the international econ
omy so as to give the developing c~mntries !heir rig~tful 
place in the structure of productiOn and mternat10nal 
trade. So far as they go, the Brandt proposals are not 
only reasonable: they are eminently feasible given ade
quate political will to back the ideas and implement 
them. 
65. When compared to the minimum requirements of 
the world economy, and in particular of the ~eveloping 
countries, to extricate itself from the deepenmg abyss, 
the various proposals put forward so far are modest. 
They would succeed in tackling only a few sectors of the 
world economy and that too to a limited extent. And yet 
none of these proposals has gone beyond the realm of 
discussion. Clearly there is need to ponder over the rea
sons for this state of affairs. 
66. An objective analysis will lead to the inevitable 
conclusion that it is neither lack of comprehension nor 
lack of resources that is responsible for the dismal 
response to successive proposals for b~inging ab~ut 
massive transfer of resources to developmg countnes. 
Clearly it is a lack of politica_l wil~ th~t is _acting ~s the 
stumbling block to progress m this directi~n. It Is the 
same-lack of political will that was responsible for the 
string of infructuous negotiations ranging from the fifth 
session ofUNCTAD to the third session ofUNIDO, not 
to mention the North-South Conference on Interna
tional Economic Co-operation, held at Paris. I therefore 
feel that these words "lack of political will" deserve 
closer scrutiny. 
67. Political will, or the lack of it, is a combination of 
many factors. In some cases, it is a short-sighted trade
off where programmes and policies with immediate 
popular appeal are preferred to _those which are in _the 
long-term interests of the people m developed countnes. 
In others it is the failure to recognize that what may 
today seem a so-called concession to developing coun
tries will in the near future redound to the benefit of the 
developed countries themselves through expanding mar
kets and employment opportunities. In still other 
cases-and perhaps this is more widespread than many 

3North-South: A program for survival; report of the Independe_nt 
Commission on International Development Issues under the chair
manship of Willy Brandt (Cambridge, Massachusetts, the MIT Press, 
1980). 

of our partners in the dialogue care to rec~gniz~-;-the~e 
has been very little effort to educate public opm10n m 
developed countries to create in them the far-sighted
ness necessary for taking hard decisions in their own 
long-term interest. 

68. It is doubtful whether in the developed countries 
today the common man really understands and appreci
ates the imperatives of global interdependence and 
mutual benefit. If only he could perceive that there is 
more for him in the development of the developing 
countries than in exclusively maintaining his own coun
try's high degree of development, there could be a real 
breakthrough. Normally, this process of public enlight
enment could have been easily accomplished in most of 
the developed countries with their constant interaction 
between the Governments and the peoples. However, 
the conspicious absence of any progress in this behalf 
seems to raise, once again, the question whether the 
conviction of interdependence on the part of the Gov
ernments of the developed countries has really gone 
beyond the confines of platitude and entered the phase 
of action-oriented thinking. For who· can succeed in 
waking up one who is pretending to be asleep? 

69. I would like to stress that this argument is not 
meant as a mere allegation. Let me illustrate: take the 
case of official development assistance. The record here 
is depressing in the extreme. As against the internation
ally accepted target of 0. 7 per cent of gross national pro
duct (GNP), the actual performance has been woefully 
inadequate. Official development assistance declined 
from a level of 0.35 per cent of GNP in 1975 to 0.31 per 
cent in 1977. Though it has since risen to 0.34 per cent, 
it is still below the level reached four years ago and, in 
any case is less than half of what was targeted. Barring 
a few w~rthy examples, the developed countries have 
levels of official development assistance which do no 
credit to them. What is even more unfortunate, on the 
present indications it does not seem that official devel
opment assistance levels would rise to more than 0.35 or 
0.36 per cent of GNP by 1985, and this at a time when 
GNP growth in the developed countries is itself slowing 
down. 
70. In this context, it has become necessary to see what 
immediate steps can be taken to augment official devel
opment assistance and to ensure that an inc_reasing pro
portion of it goes to the really needy co~ntr~~s- Furth~r, 
there is need for an assurance of the availability of assis
tance over a long term so that developing countries can 
plan their investments in a more organized fashion. We 
are not belittling the difficulties of such long-term com
mitments in relation to the budgetary practices and pro
cedures of the developed countries or the problems asso
ciated with a sudden step-up of aid programmes in 
relation to national budgets. But here again, given the 
overall capacity and resilience of developed countries, it 
should not be beyond them to make these adjustments. 
71. Similarly, we regretfully note the sluggish act!on 
with regard to putting into effect t~e general_ capital 
increase of the World Bank and the sixth replemshment 
of the IDA. The question, again, is one of political will 
capable of being exercised in the national context. 
72. These developed countries, unfortunately, have 
not lacked the political· will to increase their expendi
tures on armaments-expenditures which stand out in 
sharp contrast to the pittance that they divert to interna
tional development assistance. And ironically enough, 
when it comes to armaments the climate created leaves 
no hiatus of approach between the Governments and 
the peoples. 
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73. There also remains the urgent need to consider 
non-budgetary forms of concessionary assistance like 
the sale of IMF gold and the link between special draw
ing right allocations and development finance and other 
means of automatic expansion of development assist
ance. These are not new ideas. The link has remained 
on the agenda of monetary reform for too long. The 
time has come when these ideas need to be implemented 
in some form or other. 
74.. The crying need for massive transfer of resources 
on a predictable, long-term and assured basis should no 
longer be looked at in the conventional sense of aid 
given on some altruistic motives or vague moral obliga
tions. It is an imperative necessity which is in the interest 
of the donor countries, if they wish to create suitable 
conditions for their own growth and prosperity. Mass 
poverty is both degrading and destabilizing; its eradica
tion is no longer a matter of charity, but security against 
a cataclysmic future. It has been suggested, sometimes, 
that such a transfer of resources could be channelled 
through the international financial markets which are 
now flooded with liquidity. However, there is increasing 
concern that the recycling mechanism may not be as 
effective this time as it proved to be a few years ago. In 
any event, the vast majority of developing countries are 
effectively shut out of the process of international capi
tal market flows. They can be brought into this orbit 
only through the institution of an interest subsidy 
scheme as a method to link the availability of funds on 
market terms to the requirements of these countries for 
funds on concessionary terms. 
75. An asymmetrical relationship currently exists in 
the international monetary system in the matter of 
adjustment of balance of payments surpluses and defi
cits. The deficit developing countries are subject to 
harsh and often uncompromising conditionality in the 
use of IMF resources in the higher credit tranches. 
Often such conditionality has imposed on the economics 
of the developing countries unbearable social burdens,' 
jeopardized their developmental objectives and sub
jected them to external pressure on sensitive aspects of 
national policies. While deficit developing countries are 
subject to such conditionality, adequate surveillance 
over the surplus developed countries has been conspicu
ous by its absence. If arguments can be used to impose 
conditions on deficit developing countries, the same sur
veillance should also extend in the case of the surplus 
developed countries, not merely to exchange rate 
regimes, but also to more general economic policies, so 
as to examine and ensure consistencies of national 
policies with international stabilization efforts. We 
know that developed countries have resisted these 
efforts, for no rational or accountable reason. 
76. Issues of monetary finance are indeed central to 
international economic co-operation. The international 
monetary system today is in disarray. The system built 
on the foundations of the Bretton Woods Charter has 
collapsed and no coherent framework for international 
monetary co-operation exists. This, therefore, is pre
cisely the time when urgent attention needs to be given 
to the restructuring of the international monetary 
system. The new system sho~ld reflect more appropri
ately the current economic realities. It should provide, 
through discretionary and collective international 
action, for adequate liquidity, which an expanding 
international trade environment would need. It should 
also incorporate rules for an equitable and symmetrical 
adjustment process and, most importantly, pay ade
quate regard to the legitimate needs of the developing 
countries. The core of this exercise is to enhance effec-

tively the participation of developing countries in the 
decision-making process so that the organization of 
international finance acquires a broader base and does 
not remain the exclusive privilege of a few developed 
market economies. These principles form the basis of 
the comprehensive set of proposals for reform of the 
international monetary system which the developing 
countries have put forward. 
77. The sixth session called for a just and equitable 
relationship between the prices of raw materials, 
primary commodities, manufactured and semi
manufactured goods exported by developing countries 
and the prices of raw materials, primary commodities, 
manufactures, capital goods and equipment imported 
by them with the aim of bringing about sustained 
improvement in their unsatisfactory terms of trade and 
the expansion of the world economy. One of the major 
aspects of the present disjunction in which the develop
ing economies are placed is the sharp deterioration in 
the terms of trade of a vast majority of them. Take the 
example of primary commodities, which are of crucial 
interest to a large number of developing countries. The 
progress towards ensuring remunerative and equitable 
prices in real terms to the producers of these 
commodities has been painfully slow. 
78. The decision to establish the Common Fund is a 
positive step of considerable significance to producers 
of primary commodities. But it has taken more than 
four years of intense negotiations to agree upon the set
ting up of the Fund. It will take several more years for it 
to become effective. Since the Common Fund is essen
tially a framework, it is imperative that the support and 
co-operation of developed countries be forthcoming for 
prompt follow-up action and in the conclusion of inter
national commodity agreements for all commodities 
which were agreed upon at Nairobi in 1976.4 Only then 
will producers of these commodities be assured of 
remunerative and equitable prices in real terms for their 
exports and benefit from the developmental measures 
under the Fund's operations. 
79. Sustained world economic growth and the acceler
ated development of developing countries are conceiv
able only in the context of expanding world trade. It is 
unfortunate that such growth is being thwarted by the 
spreading contagion of protectionism in one form or 
another and by impediments in the way of access to the 
markets of developed countries, as also by their reluc
tance to bring about corresponding structural adjust
ments. Although the Tokyo round of multilateral nego
tiations did represent a move towards liberalizing the 
world trading system, the fact remains that the results of 
this exercise have fallen short of the expectations of 
developing countries and many of their crucial concerns 
have not been adequately taken care of. Tariff cuts for 
most items of export interest to them have not been deep 
enough. They still face adverse consequences of several 
barriers to the growth of their trade in the name of vol
untary export restraints, orderly marketing arrange
ments, etc. Measures for securing better access to the 
markets of developed countries for the products of 
developing countries, particularly for their manufac
tures, should be accorded high priority. In this context, 
the developed countries should take concrete steps to 
improve their generalized system of preferences schemes 

4See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.Il.D.IO and corrigendum), part 
one, sect. A. 
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and phase out systems like the multi-fibre arrangement 
and quantitative restrictions. Evolution of a non
discriminatory code with regard to safeguard action is 
another measure requiring immediate attention. It is in 
this context that the institutional machinery of GATT 
needs to be reformed. Further, it would help if GATT 
and UNCT AD were to undertake joint action in these 
areas. That will facilitate early realization of these 
objectives. 

80. There is resistance, even objection, to any serious 
discussion of redeployment of world industry. While 
recognizing that industrialization is absolutely essential 
to the rapid growth of the economies of developing 
countries, developed countries continue to resist any 
movement towards restructuring of their industry vis-a
vis those of developing countries based on comparative 
advantage. Here is another area where statesmanship 
and an enlightened long-term perception ofglobal inter
dependence are needed in ample measure, enabling the 
international community to undertake effective 
remedial steps. 

81. At this point, I can almost anticipate the argu
ments of our partners from the developed industrialized 
countries that the display of political will must be uni
versal. We at once agree with this and are, on our part, 
endeavouring to develop procedures and processes 
aimed at strengthening our collective self-reliance, 
especially in the context of economic and technical co
operation among developing countries. Important 
beginnings have been made and we are confident that 
this process will not falter for want of political will. I· 
consider that economic co-operation among developing 
countries can serve as a significant vehicle for stimulat
ing the revival of the world economy from its present 
stagnation. 

82. We are also convinced that the new horizons in 
economic and technical co-operation among developing 
countries and the designing of mechanisms which would 
reflect their collective interest would cement their unity 
and solidarity, thereby contributing both to their 
national and collective self-reliance as also to interna
tional economic co-operation. Economic and technical 
co-operation among developing countries is thus a key 
element in strengthening the role of the developing 
countries in the establishment of the New International 
Economic Order. The Group of 77 is fully conscious of 
this fact and would act up to it in the months and years 
to come. 

83. The international community cannot but pay par
ticular attention to the plight of the least developed 
countries among us. Their economies are on the verge of 
collapse. Urgent steps need to be taken on a priority 
basis to implement those special measures for the least 
developed countries which have already been agreed by 
the international community, like UNCTAD resolu
tion 122 (V)l and, in particular, the Immediate Action 
Programme for 1979-1981 referred to in that resolution. 
Further, the international community should consider 
special and effective measures for elimination of the 
basic constraints facing these countries in their econo
mic development. We look forward to positive and 
action-oriented measures emerging from the United 
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, 
scheduled to be held in 1981. 

5/bid., Fifth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.79.1LD.l4), part one, sect. A. 

84. It is recognized that the most seriously affected, 
the land-locked and the island developing countries, are 
facing unprecedented economic problems and that for 
their solution the assistance of the international com
munity is indispensable. The problems of some of them 
are unique. While they may be having a well-developed 
infrastructural base and a relatively broad industrial 
economy, they do not possess the capacity to make the 
structural adjustments in the short term to the grave 
problems, particularly those of balance of payments 
deficits, which the world economic crisis imposes upon 
them. They do, therefore, have real problems arising 
from the linkage of conjunctural and structural issues. 
All these problems need to be seriously redressed. 
Immediate measures to alleviate their problems are 
called for. In addition, appropriate follow-up action 
should be taken on the relevant resolutions adopted by 
the General Assembly. 
85. In his address to the Economic and Social Council 
at its second regular session of 1980,6 the Secretary
General has made suggestions for overcoming the criti
cal economic situation of many developing countries. It 
is our view that these suggestions need further elabora
tion. It is my expectation that after the suggestions have 
been elaborated it will be possible to consider them and 
to take appropriate action at the thirty-fifth session of 
the General Assembly. 
86. I have dwelt at length on the theme of political will 
because we are at this special session, at the decisive 
stage in the negotiations for the adoption of the new 
international development strategy and the launching of 
a new round of global negotiations. Both those exercises 
are of crucial importance to the developing countries 
and, indeed, to the health of the world economy as a 
whole. The new strategy should be comprehensive, cov
ering all aspects of economic and social development. 
Similarly, the new round of global negotiations is to 
encompass the principal areas of developmental activity 
and deal with them in an integrated and concerted man
ner. It is universally recognized that, like interdepen
dence among nations, there is an inherent interrelation
ship among problems, and that effective solutions in 
one sector require parallel and supporting responses in 
others. What we must seek, therefore, at this special ses
sion is to provide the required impetus so as to facili
tate and promote rapid progress in the forthcoming 
negotiations. 
87. The question of energy is intimately intertwined 
with the economies of the energy-exporting as well as 
importing countries, the inflation exported by devel
oped marl<:et economies and the need to rationalize con
sumption of energy, particularly in developed countries. 
In particular, the developing countries are facing a 
major problem in meeting the demand not only for their 
economic development but even for sustaining daily 
life. The international community will have to pay spe
cial attention to the requirements of the energy
importing developing countries. While there is a grow
ing awareness of this problem in the context of 
economic co-operation among developing countries, the 
rest of the international community also cannot shut its 
eyes. Here is an area where the developed countries can 
co-operate with energy-exporting developing countries 
in alleviating the problems of the energy-importing 
developing countries. In addition, this co-operation 
could and should undertake massive perspective plans 

6See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1980, 
Plenary Meetinf!,s, 24th meeting, paras. 7-30. 
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for the exploration and development of conventional as 
well as new and renewable sources of energy and draw 
up comprehensive and time-bound programmes for 
immediate implementation in the interests of ·all 
countries alike. 
88. If I may quote the following from the address of 
the Prime Minister of India; Shrimati Indira Gandhi, to 
the Third General Conference of UNIDO, held at the 
beginning of this year at New Delhi. She said: 

"You are meeting at a crucial period in the world's 
economic evolution ... The inherent inequities and 
weaknesses of the present economic order are felt 
more deeply and resented more strongly than ever 
before. The existing system, with the world divided 
between the industrialized haves and the developing 
have-nots, no longer commands acceptance. Indus
trial production cannot now be sustained on the basis 
of domination over raw material sources, preserva
tion of captive markets, and the exploitation of unre
sisting labour. For centuries, the colonial concept of 
comparative advantage was pursued with great vigour 
to preclude the industrial output of the developing 
countries. It is ironical that the same concept in a new 
and dynamic situation is being ignored." 

89. The ministers of the Group of 77 met here last 
week to deliberate over the issues that face us at this spe
cial session. They received valuable assistance from the 
assessments contained in the analytical report of the 
Director-General for Development and International 
Economic Co-operation. As can be seen from their 
communique of 22 August 1980, which has been circu
lated as document A/S"11/19, the ministers, while con
scious and deeply concerned about the lack of progress 
towards the establishment of the New International 
Economic Order, expressed their readiness to engage in 
·serious and earnest negotiations within the framework 
of the efforts of the Group of 77 towards the implemen
tation of the New International Economic Order for the 
successful conclusion of the special session. 
90. On behalf of the Group of 77, I would like to 
assure our negotiating partners of our sincere desire to 
reach agreement. At the same time, it is our hope that 
the industrialized countries and all other participants in 
the negotiations would also approach the special session 
with an equal sense of purpose and the requisite political 
will. We are deeply conscious that failure of the special 
session would have far-reaching adverse consequences 
for international economic co-operation and develop
ment, and indeed for world peace and stability. It is an 
inescapable fact of life today that lasting peace and 
equitable prosperity are really two sides of the same 
coin. The world simply cannot have the one without the 
other. 
91. The abyss of a grave economic crisis lies in front of 
us. As a great statesman said at the beginning of this 
century, "you cannot take two steps across an abyss". 
If we wish to cross it, it would demand determination, 
understanding, right motivation and, above all, a far 
greater effort and bigger sacrifice than we have so far 
volunteered. 
92. Several ancient civilizations, including that of my 
own country, India, have visualized the whole world as 
one family. Today, more than ever before, this concept 
cries for fulfilment in an altogether modern context. 
There is no alternative whatsoever. 
93. Mr. MUSKIE (United States of America): I wel
come this opportunity to address the special session of 
the General Assembly on economic development. I 
intend to speak frankly and I will suggest some specific 

obligations of the world's nations, including my own, to 
secure our common future on a fragile planet. 
94. We meet because we are in the midst of a world 
economic crisis. We cannot escape it. We must respond 
to it. Millions of our fellow humans are starving and 
millions more are malnourished on what can be a boun
tiful planet. Soaring oil prices have crippled the devel
oping world; even the strongest industrial economies are 
struggling. Infectious recession and inflation touch us 
all. Nations in desperate need of growth and develop
ment instead face worsening trade deficits, deeper debt 
and diminishing prospects for meeting the needs of their 
people. 
95. The work ahead is substantial. The time is short. 
But if we take an ambitious view, seasoned with realism, 
we can accomplish our main purposes in this special ses
sion. We can adopt a realistic international development 
strategy that will help to improve development pros
pects. And we can agree on procedures and an agenda 
for a new round of global economic negotiations: seri
ous work aimed at concrete progress where the need is 
urgent and consensus appears within reach. 
96. My country will participate constructively in these 
proceedings. Progress is essential, for the world's inter
ests and also our own. We are encouraged to think that 
progress is possible because progress has been made. 
The fact is that over the past decade many people in 
developing nations have attained better lives. Per capita 
income in the third world has risen by some 3 per cent 
per year. Exports have increased by 8.7 per cent annu
ally. Manufacturing output is higher. Life expectancies 
and literacy rates have improved. Infant mortality rates 
have declined. 
97. Striking progress has been made, much of it 
recently, in adjusting the system to improve third
world prospects. The flow of aid to poorer nations has 
steadily increased. More than $100 billion in replenish
ments for the multilateral development banks and their 
affiliates have been agreed. Access to IMF resources has 
been sharply increased. Terms are more flexible. New 
facilities are in operation., A major quota increase. is in 
process. The World Bank, has also launched an innova
tive programme of lending for structural adjustment. 
The Common Fund negotiations have been completed. 
We have moved ahead on individual commodity 
agreements. 
98. On trade, last year's multilateral trade agreement 
will mean an average cut of 25 per cent in tariffs on 
principal developing-country exports. Preferential tariff 
systems have been adopted by all Western industrial 
countries. 
99. Use by developing countries of world capital mar
kets has increased fourfold-from $11 billion in 1970 to 
$44 billion in 1978. 
100. The effort to increase world food supplies has 
been advanced through IFAD and through the concen
tration of World Bank resources. In the past five years 
the World Bank committed some $11.6 billion to agri
cultural projects. And in another urgent priority area
energy-the World Bank will be lending well over 
$10 billion for energy projects between now and 1985. 

101. This partial listing is not the record of a world 
community frozen in short-sighted self-interest, rigidly 
divided by ideologies or stalemated on methods. Those 
tendencies do afflict us. Yet in recent years we have also 
found the common sense and goodwill to move for
ward. But our accomplishments are still far short of our 
needs. 
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102. My Government has just completed a major 
study7 of the world's population, resources and envi
ronmental prospects for the year 2000-just 20 years 
away. Its conclusions remind us again why these debates 
must move from rhetoric to reality. 
103. Our Global 2000 study begins with a harsh truth. 
In the year 2000, the world's population will be more 
than half again higher than in 1975. Over the last quar
ter of this century more than 2 billion people will have 
been added-2·billion more mouths to feed, bodies to 
clothe, individual hopes to be fulfilled. Given this fact, 
the study tells us what could happen if nations fail to act 
in time and with reason. 
104. Based on current trends, food production should 
nearly double. Still, the number of people going hungry 
will rise by millions. Many nations already hungry see 
their croplands and grasslands drying into deserts.-a 
loss each year equal in size to my home state of Marne. 
On energy, from the vantage of a precarious present we 
could face a punishing future. Unless trends are 
changed, oil supplies will be insufficient and, for many, 
unaffordable. Wood, the main household fuel for over 
1 billion people, will be found only at . ever greater 
distances and in dwindling amounts. 
105. We have become accustomed to warnings about 
the need to conserve non-renewable resources, such as 
oil. But the Global 2000 study also points up serious 
stresses on renewable resources-croplands and forests, 
fisheries, air, water and land-resources we have taken 
for granted as endless. 
106. Another central observation of the study is that 
protecting the environment and succeeding in economic 
development are not competing goals but co~plemen
tary paths. Poverty worsens the most acute environmen
tal dangers, such as the loss of forests and soil. Thus, we 
shall not save the environment unless we also solve the 
problems of the poor and move the global economy 
forward. 
107. Global 2000 is not a forecast. It is a projection of 
present trends. But it is another chilling reminder that 
our common future depends on our common success 
here and throughout the complex of relations known as 
the North-South dialogue. We must work together to 
raise food production, to diversify energy sources and 
to use energy and other resources more efficiently, to 
protect our common environment, to restrain popula
tion growth, to deal effectively and equitably with 
mounting deficits and to keep an open system of trade. 
108. It falls to us to rewrite the future. It is within our 
power to do so. But it will require a change not only in 
the quantity but also in the character of our effort. For, 
as fast as we have run in recent years, the challenges still 
outpace us. Too often, as the Brandt Commission 
reminds us we have engaged in a "dialogue of the 
deaf", in which "we judge ourselves by our good points 
and the other side by their failings. The result is 
frustration and deadlock." 8 

109. That deadlock must be broken. The demands of 
our common future require it. They compel a new 
inquiry. We must ask not only what individual nations 
can take from the global system but also what each 
nation must bring to it. Without exception, we must 
recognize that assigning responsibility for the future to 

7 The Global 2000 Report to the President: Entering the Twenty
First Century, vol. I, Gerald 0. Barney, Study Director (Washington, 
Government Printing Office, 1980). 

8See North-South: A program for survival . .. , p. 26. 

others is not an answer but an abdication. Such excuses 
will not feed nor clothe, nor heal, nor comfort our suc
cessors if we fail. And fail we will, unless all nations are 
fully engaged. I do not by any means exclude my own 
country from this prescription. In suggesting what 
different societies differently situated should offer, let 
me begin with the industrial countries. 
110. First, we must reduce the rate of our domestic 
inflation. Spiralling prices restrain growth and make the 
world economy more vulnerable and less fair. 
111. Secondly, we should keep our markets open, 
particularly to products from developing countries. 
112. Thirdly, the industrial nations must use energy 
more efficiently, increase domestic production, spur the 
development of new energy sources and cut our reliance 
on imported oil. 
113. Fourthly, despite the need for budget restraints to 
control inflation, we should increase our aid to the 
developing nations. This Administration has s~id many 
times to the American Congress and .the Amencan peo
ple that our present levels of assistance to lower-income 
countries are not enough. I intend to keep doing all in 
my power to change that condition. 
114. Fifthly, developed countries sh~uld contin_ue ~o 
accept an increasing role for developmg countnes m 
international economic decision making-a role com
mensurate with their growing importance in the world 
economy and their willingness to share international 
obligations. 
115. Sixthly, we must increase the capacity of develop
ing countries to apply science and technology for devel
opment. We must accelerate the transfer of informa
tion, technology, pollution-control strategies and other 
skills. 
116. Most of these steps will entail short-term sacrifice 
for the sake of long-term returns. I believe the American 
people will support those investments. But as a former 
practising politician, let me speak frankly. The Amer
ican people will insist that their contributions have an 
effect that people's lives must actually be changed for 
the b~tter. And we can ensure that only if other nations 
are also prepared to do their part. 
1 I 7. The oil-exporting nations have a unique respon
sibility. In recent years rising oil prices have been a pon
derous drag on development and growth and a major 
cause of inflation. This year the oil-importing develop
ing countries will have to spend for that single commod
ity almost double the amount they will receive from all 
sources in aid. Thus steps such as these by oil-exporting 
nations will be vital to our common goals: 
I 18. First, they must adopt stable price and supply 
policies to avoid further trauma for the international 
economy. 
119. Secondly, the oil-exporting countries must 
increase their aid and recycle more of their surpluses 
directly to developing countries. 
120. Thirdly, oil-exporting countries should join with 
consuming nations in working for rational global energy 
arrangements. 
121. Whatever the level, external assistance will 
always be a secondary factor. The major determinants 
are internal: the ability to use resources effectively, to 
encourage innovation and to share broadly the bene
fits of growth. Thus there are responsibilities that 
developing countries must shoulder: 
122. First, domestic and external resources must be 
used efficiently and fairly, with concentration on such 
priority areas as energy and food. 
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123. Secondly, serious family planning efforts are 
vital. Nine tenths of the world's population increase in 
the next 20 years will be in developing countries. No 
other single factor does more to darken their future. 
124. Thirdly, as their economic strength grows, indi
vidual developing nations should accept more respon
sibility for the common management of international 
economic problems. 
125. Fourthly, as their development proceeds, they 
must open their own economies to free flows of world 
trade. 
126. The market-economy countries have received 
dominant attention in the North-South dialogue. But 
the centrally planned countries have global responsibil
ities as well. Empty bellies will not be filled by polemics. 
No nation or group of nations has grounds to remain 
aloof from this struggle. World opinion looks to the 
centrally planned countries first to increase their assist
ance ~o developing countries; secondly, to increase 
their unconditioned purchases of what are called LDC 
products, that is products from the least developed 
countries; and, thirdly, to co-operate in international 
efforts to stabilize commodity markets. For all of us, 
the principles I have outlined must be the basis for prac
tical action. For our part the United States is prepared 
to join with others to meet the global challenge. 
127. Our most urgent task is to confront the spectre of 
imminent famine haunting Africa. This summer 
alone the United States has provided an additional 
235,000 tons for emergency African food relief. We 
strongly urge that all nations able to contribute food
stuffs or funds join under the leadership of FAO to co
ordinate relief to drought-afflicted regions. I am happy 
to note that the Director-General will convene a meet
ing . of concerned Governments and international 
organizations in the coming weeks. 
128. Targets have been set for annual food assistance 
in the new Food Aid Convention and for emergency 
food aid through the International Emergency Food 
Reserve. We encourage others to join us in the effort to 
reach those targets, to guarantee that food will be avail
able to those in need. Further, we should develop 
reserves that are adequate to back up donor commit
ments and ensure that food emergencies can be met. My 
Government is working toward a four-million-ton 
reserve of wheat to assure our food aid commitments. 
129. Despite efforts to produce more food, many poor 
developing countries will still have to import substantial 
quantities over the next decade. We should consider new 
arrangements to assist those developing countries that 
are improving their own food production. We should 
explore ways to channel more international funds, both 
concessional and non-concessional, into food produc
tion. We therefore support rapid agreement on an equi
table replenishment of IFAD. We would also consider 
further measures to strengthen that agency. 
130. To help developing countries adjust to oil-driven 
balance of payments deficits, we favour continued 
improvements in IMF facilities, including subsidizing 
the Supplementary Financing Facility. Such arrange
ments should receive strong support from those who 
prosper as oil prices climb. Private capital flows also 
will continue to play a critical role. We look forward to 
the Development Committee's report on proposals for 
increasing non-concessional flows to developing 
countries. 
131. We ate committed to the stimulation of energy 
production world-wide, and to the increased use of 
renewable fuels. The United States strongly supports an 

expansion of World Bank energy programmes, to 
permit Bank participation in multinational risk-sharing 
ventures to discover and develop new energy sources. 
Here, too, as we agreed at the Venice Summit, we are 
open to new institutional and financial arrangements. 
We shall participate positively in the United Nations 
Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy. 
We urge the United Nations Secretariat and Member. 
States to make every effort to ensure its success. 
132. Coal is an attractive alternative to high-priced oil. 
We will expand our capacity to produce and ship coal, 
and we are ready to help developing countries establish 
coal-burning facilities and increase their use of coal. 
133. We support discussions between oil-exporting 
and oil-importing nations on ways to ensure orderly 
market conditions and on further assistance for non-oil
producing developing countries. 
134. Requests for population programme assistance 
have outpaced the international community's ability to 
respond. We are ready to join an international commit
ment to double in this decade the availability and use of 
family planning and related health services. 
135. On trade, my country would support a pledge by 
all countries to restrain protectionism and ease adjust
ment. Such a commitment would provide more assured 
market access to developing countries. Also, beyond the 
sharp reductions in tariffs already agreed, we are pre
pared to increase the benefits of our generalized system 
of preferences for poorer developing countries. 
136. These proposals reflect the positive approach we 
believe our common problems demand, and this special 
session deserves. 
137. Let me conclude with this observation. I am per
suaded, to the depth of my being, that the challenges 
ahead are not beyond us. The Global 2000 report has 
been described a·s a reconnaissance of the future. It 
describes the possibility. I believe it will not be the real
ity. The vision we share is a vision of opportunity and of 
peace. It is within our capacity to alter the future to fit 
that vision. The resources do exist. The solutions can be 
found. Together we can summon the will. Knowing 
what is at stake, we must not fail. 
138. The PRESIDENT: In accordance with the deci
sion taken at this morning's meeting, I now have the 
pleasure to invite the Secretary-General of the Organiza
tion of African Unity, His I;:xcellency Mr. Edem Kodjo, 
to address the General Assembly. 
139. Mr. KODJO (Secretary-General of the Organiza
tion of African Unity) (interpretation from French): 
First, I must pay a tribute, on behalf of the Organiza
tion of African Unity and its President, Mr. Siaka 
Stevens, to you, Mr. President, whose many talents are 
well known to us, as well as to the Secretary-General for 
your constant efforts in organizing this special session 
designed to shed light on a particularly murky horizon 
and to chart new paths to ensure the development and 
progress of people. 
140. I wish to emphasize in particular the qualities of 
Mr. Kurt Waldheim, whose numerous initiatives and 
consistent action in many directions have contributed 
greatly to making the North-South dialogue one of the 
main concerns of the leaders of our times. Indeed, at a 
time when international -tension is reappearing and 
detente is crumbling, when peoples are concentrating 
their attention on the vital questions of disarmament, 
collective security and the balance of forces, the East
West dialogue might conceivably obliterate what to our 
minds remains fundamental: the definition of a new 
international order, the unchallenged basis for the 
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rational development of the nations making up the 
world. 
141. The great contribution of all those who have 
gathered here today is to focus the interest of the peo
ples once more on the North-South dialogue within this 
special session of the Assembly. It is an honour for me 
to bring to this Assembly Africa's message and to make 
Africa's voice heard here. At the outset, we must greet 
independent Zimbabwe, so dear to our hearts, as it is 
welcomed today into the United Nations. We greet also 
Zimbabwe's Prime Minister, Mr. Robert Mugabe, 
whom we regard as a hero of the cause of African unity 
and liberation. 
142. The independence of Zimbabwe, after a long and 
desperate struggle, is the result of the efforts of the great
people of Zimbabwe, supported by the Organization of 
African Unity and the United Nations. It is the prelude 
to the complete liberation of our continent, the southern 
part of which is still suffering from colonialism and 
apartheid. In these difficult times, our efforts should be 
redoubled and directed towards the quest for solutions 
to the problems of development._ 
143. We are indeed living in difficult times, and the 
paradox that now prevails in our deliberations is not the 
least of our difficulties. We have an abiding desire to 
define a new international development strategy while 
absolute poverty has continued apace and, for the great 
majority of third-world States, and particularly those of 
Africa, the era of zero growth has already begun. 
144. Our claim is to take stock, to evaluate the pro
gress made in the establishment of the New Interna
tional Economic Order: a euphemism to describe an 
unending failure, practically all down the line, except 
perhaps in the impact of the developments regarding the 
establishment of a Common Fund for Commodities. 
We hope that we can discuss the generally recognized 
urgent situations of the latter part of this century: infla
tion, energy, the indebtedness of developing countries, 
assistance and global negotiations. But who has come 
here with the declared intent of looking beyond thenar
row framework of his own nation and its immediate 
interests? Who is determined really to attack world 
problems, which clearly include the question of the sur
vival of several nations and several peoples? Surely one 
of the tragedies of our time is that, whereas some are 
fighting to maintain growth-that is, to maintain their 
life-styles and standards of living-entire continents and 
peoples are fighting for mere survival. 
145. Well, let no one accuse us of indulging in pessi
mism and making broad gloomy generalizations con
cerning the harsh realities of our time. Yes, I know the 
world is changing. I know that it is bipolar: it has a rich 
centre and a poor periphery, and is making way for a 
pluripolar entity. I know that new producers are emerg
ing, new financiers and new consumers, and that we 
must get used to a new group of countries-what are 
called the newly industrialized countries. I know that 
major technological breakthroughs are under way 
thanks to the progress made in data processing, micro
chips, computerized telecommunications, management 
and life sciences. But I know, above all, that the poor 
are getting poorer and the rich are getting',richer. How 
can we correct this aberration; how can we overcome 
this inequity? That is the problem of our session. How 
can we go beyond mere words and propose directions of 
thought and action? That should be our goal. 
146. Two development decades have had but very 
meagre results for the majority of the people of the third 
world, but chiefly the two decades amounted to a kind 
of one-way exercise in which the industrialized nations 

agreed to study the problems of the poor countries. The 
rich agreed that they should make some effort to ensure 
that the new States could be launched, economically 
speaking, through being given aid and assistance 
and through minimal concessions being made on 
commodities-it being taken for granted that the devel
opment model of the rich was the right model-and 
agreement was reached on the granting of some repu
tedly fool-proof recipes through which growth and 
development could be spread out to the periphery. 
147. The prevailing situation requires another way of 
tackling those problems. It is no longer a question of 
granting a new development decade to the proletarian 
nations; it is a question of all defining a global strategy 
that takes into account the needs of the poorest nations 
and the development of the richest nations. The devel
opment decade must involve all the partners in the: inter
national game, here challenging the plans adopted, 
there defining the norms to be res pected.Rich and poor 
must accept the fact that their main economic guide
lines, which provide for their coherent growth ahd 
development, will be sifted and minutely scrutinized by 
the light of reason. 
148. If there is interdependence, which everyone is so 
keen on recognizing, the first manifestation of it must 
be such a change of direction; the international develop
ment strategy must no longer be confined to a debate on 
the development of the third world, but should involve a 
global review of the policies practised by the North and 
South. And if our session is merely to culminate in a 
handful of recommendations to the effect that develop
ing countries sh::1uld make better use of their resources, 
that the industrialized countries should promote 
growth, increase aid and embark on liberalizing trade, 
and that oil-exporting countries should secure a better 
recycling of the capital derived from the sale of crude 
oil, it is to be feared that our development decade, like 
previous ones, will fall short of the real goals and that. in 
the final analysis. we shall once more reduce this impor
tant debate on development to some vague considera
tions on international co-operation-which is a very dif
ferent thing. We believe we must go further than that; 
the situation really demands it. 
149. World economic growth has indeed embarked on 
a path frau·ght with increasing dangers because inflation 
continues to be rampant, amounting to more than 
15 per cent during the first quarter of 1980; in the coun
tries of the Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development, recession continues unabated, unem
ployment has increased and will affect 6 per cent of the 
active population in developed countries this year. To 
this we should add the increase in oil prices-an increase 
called mind-boggling by the World Bank. 
150. While the "oil phenomenon" has improved the 
situation and prospects of one fifth of the population of 
the third world-the inhabitants of the oil-exporting 
countries-conversely, the deficit in the balance of pay
ments of the poor countries may reach $70 billion in 
1980. For the latter countries, according to data pub
lished recently by the World Bank, the economic growth 
rate in the 1980s will not be more than 1.2 per cent to 
2 per cent per year. 
151. For Africa the situation is particularly tragic. In 
its last report, the World Bank says that it considers that 
for the great majority of African States the catastrophe 
is running its full course, because even in relatively 
optimistic conditions their growth will be negligible dur
ing the period 1980-1985, and will not amount to more 
than I. I per cent a year in the period 1985-1990. How 
can one face a future like that, in which absolute pov-
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erty will be the lot of from 800 to 850 million human 
beings, while assistance stagnates and the prospects of 
its increasing are rather gloomy? At the present time, 
the average percentage of global aid for the countries of 
the Development Assistance Committee is 0.36 per cent 
of gross national product (GNP), and it will be only 
0.35 per cent of GNP in 1990, compared with 5 and 
15 per cent of GNP respectively in the countries of the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) for the two periods I have mentioned. 
152. How can we approach the problem of the 
development of specific regions-the African region, 
for example-when we know that the population there 
will double by the year 2000, that self-sufficiency in 
food is in danger of collapsing and will be only about 
60 per cent by the year 2000, while unemployment may 
be the lot of 70 million persons, and that the shortest life 
expectancy is to be found in Africa, which also has the 
highest mortality rate? 
153. How can Africa survive when, for the immediate 
future, its exports are on the decline, when the rate of 
such exports will not be more than 7 per cent in 1980 
and much less in 1981? 
154. How can we not think of starting from scratch 
again, not merely touching up what has been done but 
completely reversing the course of the past two decades, 
when we know that, in order to develop and to attain an 
annual growth rate in per capita income of 2 per cent 
during the 1980-1985 period, the poor countries should 
save and reinvest at least 20 per cent of the increased, 
but still low, per capita income accruing to them, double 
the growth rate of their exports and increase by 25 per 
cent the effectiveness of their use of capital, and that in 
order for this to be done the inputs of official develop
ment assistance for the poorest countries should be 
increased by 50 per cent in real value? Who will main
tain these objectives? Who can guarantee the future, 
when we know that the prospects for assistance are 
already poor and that the prospects for export are 
fading in a world which is craftily undermined by pro
tectionism and the constant deterioratio"n in the terms of 
trade? 
155. Nowadays, when future shock is a reality, when, 
freed from food needs and quantitative objectives, the 
people of the rich world are aspiring to quality of life, 
how can we overcome poverty and misery in the poor 
countries? How can we manage to combine har
moniously the essential devetopment factors-which are 
men, energy, raw materials and technology-to further 
the interests of all peoples? 
156. Faced with these problems, two sorts of solutions 
are possible: on the one hand, a revival, in the 
framework of the United Nations or in accordance with 
various modalities and initiatives, of the North-South 
dialogue, in order to define a new international order; 
on the other hand, the increasingly imperative need to 
implement realistic and effective regional development 
strategies in order effectively to attack the problem of 
poverty in a different spirit, rather than simply trying to 
catch up. 

157. If we want to avoid a situation where the very 
idea of the decade is challenged because it would only 
seem to be a facile pretext, a convenient cloak, the case 
of the global negotiations and the North-South dialogue 
must be re-examined with the patently clear determina
tion to make progress, if not to see them reach suc
cessful conclusions. Energy, raw materials, indebted
ness, assistance, the international monetary system and 
technology are essential but not exclusive aspects of that 

case. They should be broached in a spirit which eschews 
not only illusion and demagoguery but also selfishness 
and short-sightedness. 
158. It is true that our past disappointments have 
taught us how illusory it is to place our faith in the~e 
negotiations to reform the international system. Theu 
slow pace and all kinds of safeguard clauses cruelly limit 
the scope of the conclusions reached. Thus, how many 
commodity agreements have we obtained since we 
hailed the organization of commodity markets? With 
due respect to the preceding speaker, six or seven in all, 
and four of them only are working appropriately, and 
for some of them the negotiating time was very pro
tracted indeed. We had placed some hope in the 
generalized system of preferences, but we quickly real
ized that it was of little benefit to us. The Common 
Fund for Commodities established by resolution 1 (III) 
of 19 March 1979 9 was an important and encouraging 
stage. In this respect, the conclusions reached in Geneva 
on 27 June 1980 paved the way for hope. But is it not 
still true that there remain grey areas where divergencies 
stubbornly remain, while in real terms the overall 
amount allocated for the Fund falls far short of the 
initial proposals? 
159. What will be the real effect of the multilateral 
trade negotiations, the "Tokyo Round", as long as cun
ning safeguard clauses restrict their scope? What, for 
the developing States, are the concrete results of the 
work of the Committee of the Whole created in the 
framework of the United Nations by the General 
Assembly at its thirty-second session? Yet we hastened 
to UNCTAD at Manila, to the Third General Con
ference of UNIDO and to the United Nations Con
ference on Science and Technology for Development; 
we were confident, believing each time that a decisive 
turning point was in the offing. We left them asking 
ourselves vainly: "Where is that extra spirit that would 
change the face of things?" That is why today we 
should make a breakthrough on the following four 
fronts: energy, indebtedness, aid, and the international 
monetary system. 
160. Energy is costly and will remain so. The price of 
oil has increased tenfold in eight years, going from less 
than $3 a barrel before 1973 to more than $32 today. 
And that change was necessary to put an end to waste 
and to ensure a new redistribution of wealth. The world 
economy will thus have to get used to costly, scarce 
energy. That is only fair. But we should also agree that 
we have now reached the breaking point and should 
recall that the oil deficit of the poorer countries will 
amount to $70 billion in 1980, while the surplus of the 
oil-exporting countries will reach $110 billion. 
161. The result is that we should agree that a form of 
negotiations should be started-not necessarily to limit 
the increase in prices, but to study, at least, two series of 
problems: those relating to supply policies, and those 
very important ones relating to a consistent recycling of 
surplus resources. In that regard, it is obvious that, 
more and more, recycling should be the business of 
States and not merely a market phenomenon. Till now 
the market has ensured the recycling process, but it is 
clear that the market has failed in the rational organiza
tion of that process. Thus, today, State intervention is 
needed. And as need be, recycling could be encouraged 
by studying a collective system of guarantees for the fur-

9 Adopted by the United Nations Negotiating Conference on a Com
mon Fund under the Integrated Programme for Commodities 
(TD/IPC/CF/CONF/19). 
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ther reassurance of the holders of financial 
surpluses-be it at the global level or at the level of 
specific interregional co-operation: for example, Afro
Arab co-operation. 
162. There is no point in raising a multitude of objec
tions to delay energy co-operation. Just as we recognize 
the right of energy to be costly and just as we support 
the OPEC countries in their actions, we also call for 
more energetic, consistent and rational co-operation. 
Entire States are foundering, fissures are appearing and 
:nations will disappear. It is time, in this field as in many 
others, that we boldly came to grips with new truths. 
163. Yes, we know that countries with oil surpluses 
have far exceeded the goal of allocating 1 per cent of 
their gross national product to assistance. Yes, we know 
that there are projects to establish machinery to ensure a 
continued flow of resultant transfers, but we stress that 
time is of the essence: States are coming apart, the needs 
are enormous, and in the long term, as Lord Keynes 
said, "we will all be dead". 
164. Whether it is for aid or to combat indebtedness, 
action could be undertaken to enable the poorest coun
tries better to face their development needs. Thus, the 
industrialized countries of the North, whether they are 
from the North-West or North-East, can hardly demand 
that the oil-exporting countries increase their develop
ment assistance when they themselves are allocating an 
ever-decreasing proportion of their budgets to assist 
the poorest nations. The best way to encourage the 
"new financiers" to intervene more massively for the 
benefit of the least developed countries is for the indus
trialized countries, in the same period, to make a greater 
financial assistance effort, if only through official 
development assistance, and on more advantageous 
terms in regard to time-limits and interest rates. 
165. The emergency programme proposed by the 
Brandt Commission for the least developed countries 
requires $4 billion over a 20-year period: a ridiculous 
figure in comparison with the annual expenditures on 
armaments-$500 billion-and with the resources of the 
countries enjoying a surplus-$110 billion. The same 
Commission mentioned the idea of an international 
tax, the adoption of which would limit whatever in the 
concepts of aid and assistance may be at variance with 
the freedom and dignity of peoples. 
166. With regard to debt, it is obvious that its global 
weight is a severe strain on development policies. For 
Africa alone, the total level of debt at present exceeds 
$45 billion. Therefore, this session should take up all 
the proposals made towards a gradual reduction of the 
debt burden, in particular with regard to official devel
opment assistance. In fact, however, it is still quite clear 
that the problem of African debt could be partially 
resolved through the revival of the world economy and 
the expansion of international trade, in particular of the 
exports of the developing countries. 
167. What can we say about the international mone
tary system other than that it is virtually one-way, in 
the interests of some only-and this, once again, with 
all due respect to the previous speaker. Today, every
one deplores the failure of the work of the Committee 
of Twenty and the expedients which were elaborated 
and accepted by the Kingston Conference, held on 
28 and 29 December 1978 in Jamaica. Are not floating 
exchange rates going through a profound crisis, and do 
they not in the end aggravate inflationary disorders and 
the inequalities of development? 
168. Is it not obvious that the IMF system would bene
fit by being reviewed and renegotiated? But who really 

wants once more to place on the list the priorities of the 
regulations of the IMF and the World Bank? Are these 
institutions even really present in our deliberations? 
Now that we are talking about global negotiations, it 
seems to us that the IMF and the World Bank should 
participate, and in a·concrete manner, in the elaboration 
of this strategy. 
169. The present state of the system in force is a pre
lude to catastrophe-that is certain-because the mass 
of claims on the American banking system payable in 
foreign currencies is exorbitant and because it would 
suffice for world production to fall below a critical 
level for disaster to appear. It is therefore time for seri
ous reforms which would reduce national and world 
imbalances to bearable levels, which would alleviate the 
excessive burdens weighing down on the dominant cur
rency and which would be able to return to a world 
currency its essential role of contributing to the increase 
of real goods and services at the disposal of the peoples. 
170. It is appropriate here to support ideas with regard 
to the regionalization of IMF's powers t.hrough the for
mation of several regional centres, as well as the decen
tralization of the operations of the World Bank, the 
modalities and principles of whose assistance should be 
reviewed. It is also time to insist on a review of the rules 
of conditionality and once again to insist on the impera
tive need to establish a link between the creation of 
international liquidity and development assistance. This 
is the only way to remedy the present system, which is 
basically marked by enormous imbalances which gener
ate inequality and inequity. The report of the Brandt 
Commission and the Scheveninge report are clear on 
this matter: they advocate a monetary system which 
would ensure greater stability, would help to control 
inflation, would allow the creation of reserves and their 
distribution in a more rational and equitable way, and 
then adjustments of deficit or surplus situations, and 
which would encourage the flow of resources to the 
third world. 
171. In any event, how is it conceivable that institu
tions such as GATT or IMF can continue in their pres
ent state when we are claiming to set up a new world 
order? These institutions are the recognized underpin
ning of the present order; consequently, to rethink them 
becomes a duty and to reform them a necessity. 
172. But Africa thinks that the time has come to 
review the whole of the problem of development in a 
manner other than through global negotiations and 
the North-South dialogue, however important, even 
essential, they may be. Africa thinks that it is up to the 
peoples <;>f the third world to take up the responsibility 
for their own development and in a clear way to open up 
the way for the shaping of their identity. · 
173. Africa thinks that it would be illusory for the 
entire world community to expect the automatic devel
opment of the poorest countries as a result of the imple
mentation of these reforms, not only because progress 
in the implementation of fundamental changes in the 
present order is slow, but above all because cosmetic 
changes of that order will clearly not bring about 
solutions to the fundamental problems of our times. 
174. Africa thinks that the South has need not only of 
financing, but also of a truly new development path, of 
an original cultural model. 
175. Finally, Africa thinks that it is not through the 
more or less disguised return of an old order which has 
demonstrated its limitations that the solution to the 
problems of the third world will come; nor will it come 
through the distant creation of a new international 
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order-a great and noble idea which is sadly running 
out of steam. With the change in values characteristic 
of this century and the intellectual changes it has 
brought about, with the emergence of the individual
this great discovery, this great event of our time-Africa 
thinks that it is through the taking over of the develop
ment process by the people concerned themselves and 
through agonizing reappraisals and sustained efforts in 
their quest for identity that the light will shine forth and 
that the solution will be found. 
176. And while the debates on the establishment of a 
new order seem to have gone astray, while the accent 
has been placed rather on the need to improve transfers 
towards the developing countries and on the quantita
tive concept of development and while nations find 
themselves classified on a scale of values with essentially 
statistical connotations, Africa considers that it is time 
to put an end to the aim of "catching up at any cost" 
and that the real problem is knowing how to ensure a 
development that will allow people-and all people-to 
remain in their natural surroundings, will ensure that 
they flourish and will guarantee their survival. 
177. That is why the norms and objectives of "another 
kind of development", as defined by certain regional 
bodies, must be supported by the international com
munity and why the primary responsibility of the United 
Nations seems to us to be to encourage, even to pro
mote, a better organization of regional areas, which are 
the only coherent frameworks for true development 
and a ~ealistic dialogue between the North and South. 
178. Today the Africans can no longer be told: you 
must define your own path; you must make efforts on 
the national level. Clearly, Africa is aware of that. And 
the Organization of African Unity, through various 
initiatives, will for its part have helped to define 
"another kind of development" for the African region, 
placing the accent on the will to create a true soCiety 
with a human face, centred on the human being and per
mitting the. human being to assume his identity and 
status instead of having to submit to them. In this con
nexion, the Economic Summit of the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government of the Organization 
of African Unity, held at Lagos on 28 and 29 April1980 
on development\in Africa, was a major event for us. 
Denouncing past mimicry and the tendency to look 
outside ourselves;,_ and having in mind the bleak fore
casts on the horizon, the African Heads of State reso
lutely advocated on that occasion a courageous policy 
of change. The Plan of Action which they adopted 
[see A/S-111 14, annex I)-points out the ways and means 
for national and collective self-reliance. The new inter
national development strategy should take this into 
account. 
179. Today it is clear for Africa that development 
can only be through the creation of a material and cul
tural environment propitious to growth for creative 
participation and to the elaboration of adequate policies 
for the use and rational exploitation of natural 
resources, ensuring above all self-sufficiency in food 
and the local processing of raw materials. Develop
ment ca!Js for the questioning of all educational and 
training-systems and presupposes the abolition of the 
barriers between education and employment, education 

--and society, education and culture: in short the aboli
tion of the wall which separates education and life. But, 
above all, Africa is decided in favour of endogenous, 
autocentric and self-maintained development, as well as 
the "virtue of self-reliance", especially in food, while 
giving an important place to everything that has to do 
with the development of human resources and with the 

safeguarding of social and cultural- values capable of 
consolidating its cultural identity. Above all, it is a 
question of proceeding once more to reverse the trend, 
that is, to replace the outward look which has been 
practised for so long by a policy once more centred on 
Africa, replacing assistance by self-reliance. This does 
not exclude co-operation in any way, either regional 
or international. We would even say that this other 
development presupposes regional co-operation. That is 
why, pursuing an initiative not only for individual but 
also for collective self-reliance, the Lagos Summit called 
for the progressive establishment of an African eco
nomic community by the year 2000 at the latest. 
180. The development approach through regional 
communities seems to be of the greatest possible interest 
on two levels: first, at the development level itself, 
and then at the level of the North-South dialogue. 
181. With respect to development, it now appears 
clearer than ever to everyone that there is a kind of 
"nuclearization threshold" or "critical mass", without 
which development becomes illusory. People are now 
thinking more and more that most if not all the coun
tries of the third world are too small to be able to com
mit themselves to a real development policy. The pres
ent order, the result of the Bretton Woods agreements 
and the GATT agreements, is a free trade order which is 
cruel for the small countries. This order founded on 
unbridled competition, favours the economically strong 
and penalizes the economically weak countries. That is 
why it is absolutely necessary for the small nations to 
reorganize themselves in homogeneous communities 
in order better to resist the aggressiveness of the strong, 
developed markets and make economies of scale likely 
to promote their economic take-off. 
182. Taking the North-South negotiations as a model, 
these regional development communities could promote 
a dialogue which is much better balanced than the pres
ent discussion, where 153 countries, including 115 coun
tries of the third world, are facing each other. What 
could be the political weight of a third world split up 
into 115 units, compared to the monster entities of the 
super-Powers backed up by their internal markets? 
We must recognize here and elsewhere that the era of 
micro-nations is over. The survival of poor countries 
depends on their unity-not the very informal one of 
the Group of 77, but a homogeneous unity which would 
enable regional development communities to become 
established, to strengthen themselves and to co-operate 
on the more realistic South-South basis and to pursue 
the North-South dialogue under more acceptable con
ditions. And if for tomorrow we want a system which 
would no longer be structured round a single geograph
ical centre imposing its law on the whole of the world, 
but organized round several poles, then the choice is 
clear. 
183. Finally, au he cultural level, these regional devel
opment communities might provide the ideal frame
work for affirming and promoting the diverse cultural 
identities which could participate in a real dialogue 
between civilizations. 
184. Utopia? I shall reply that in the mass of Utopias 
that we think up, this one appears to me to be much 
the most realistic. I would quote a great contemporary 
writer who has said that everything great that has been 
achieved has been done in the name of exaggerated 
hopes. Above all I would say that these regional devel
opment communities already exist in embryo: the 
Andean Pact, the Association of South-East Asian 
Nations and ECOWAS; and more recently, 11 Latin 
American countries founded at Montevideo a new com-
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mercia! organization for the "gradual and progressive" 
establishment of a common market for the region. 
185. In the framework of this new decade, the United 
Nations should determine the modalities for action to 
encourage and co-ordinate its efforts. In this respect, 
we should note with satisfaction the initiatives of 
UNITAR and the Club of Rome which, on 9 May last, 
organized a meeting here where the idea of the devel
opment of regional communities was discussed in detail. 
For our part, in Africa, we are making every effort to 
ensure that the African economic community, envisaged 
by the Final Act of Lagos [ibid., annex II], becomes 
a reality. 
I 86. We are really at the crossroads now, and, 
between the threat and hope, where should we place 
virtue? We should go much beyond a mere blueprint 
of ideas, much further than juggling with concepts. 
The third developmen(strategy therefore should enable 
us to free this distress-ridden world and to advocate a 
new humanism. This new canon of faith, which will 
rebuild our world, which will reconcile economics, tech~ 
nology, culture and man, is precisely what.the United 
Nations should work out. It could not be worked out 
anywhere else. Listen and finally heed the appeal of 
those myriads of anxious and exhausted people whe 
are still confident because they know that it is the 
abiding task of humanity to reformulate this order, 
transcending its contradictions. 
187. Yes, thinking about those people shows us the 
direction in which our world must go. We must respond 
to the urgent desire for development which surpasses 
all other desires. We must agree to restrict political and 
make room for ethical considerations. Pope John 
Paul II recalled in this Assembly on 2 October 1979 
that we must galvanize peoples' minds; we must be 
convinced of the priority of ethics over technology, 
the primacy of the person over things and the supei;i
ority of the spirit over matter. 
188. Is not that also the appeal of Africa, that con
tinent open to every wind, always ready to speak with 
the outside, to trumpet and shout its fundmental aspira
tions for justice, equality and dignity? Is not that a 
pressing appeal for peace? 
189. Mr. HAMEED (Sri Lanka): Mr. President, once 
more the General Assembly is meeting under your dis
tinguished guidance. You, Sir, representing the United 
Republic of Tanzania, which gave us the spirit of 
Arusha, are singularly qualified to guide us in the dif
ficult negotiations that lie before us. Your wide experi
ence combined with your wisdom and negotiating skills 
will be crucial to the success of this session. 
190. It is with great pleasure that Sri Lanka welcomes 1 

into the United Nations independent and heroic Zim; 
babwe. For the people of Sri Lanka the epic struggle 
of the people of Zimbabwe constitutes one of the most 
inspiring and noble chapters in the history of tfle 
twentieth century. The victory of the courageous 
people of Zimbabwe, following long years of struggle 
against the forces of racism, injustice and oppression, 
has clearly demonstrated that a people united and 
dedicated to the noble ideals of peace, freedom and 
justice cannot be thwarted. 
191. We salute the people of Zimbabwe on this his
toric day when their independent nation joins this 
community of free nations. This Organization will be 
enriched by the participation of Zimbabwe in its work, 
and my delegation looks forward to continuing in the 
United Nations the co-operation that we have had with 
Zimbabwe in the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. 

192. This special session has two key items before it, 
namely, the adoption of the development strategy and 
the launching of the global round of negotiations 
required to implement the strategy. Both of them 
remain deadlocked. The issues in dispute centre pri
marily in the areas of money and finance, which have 
a bearing on the resolution of all other issues. The 
North-South dialogue cannot be approached from 
narrow sectarian points of view. Its issues require 
objective examination to enable us to find meaningful 
solutions of tangible benefit to all relevant groups. 
Therefore, unless a politically negotiated package is 
devised, our session cannot be expected to bear fruit. 
193. A spectre is haunting the world today-the 
spectre of economic anarchy. Either we continue to 
allow the world situation to drift, with each nation 
struggling to maximize its own gain in isolation, causing 
economic confusion and chaos, or we seize the oppor
tunity presented to us now by the fact of global eco
nomic interdependence, both to have a more co
ordinated approach to the management of the world 
economy and to implement the structural changes 
required for the establishment of the New International 
Economic Order. 
194. The likely long-term consequence of drift will 
be, as forecast in last week's World Development 
Report, 1980, issued by the World Bank, one of virtual 
economic stagnation for most developing countries, 
with disastrous political and social results flowing 
from it. This is inevitable without a strong policy 
response from the international community during the 
adjustment period of 1980-1985. 
195. A situation of drift means that there will be no 
internationally negotiated solution to the problem of 
protecting the real value of the financial assets arising 
from the exports of developing countries. As stressed 
by the countries principally concerned, they are today 
converting a non-renewable natural resource into finan
cial assets on a scale that is beyond the immediate 
requirements of their own development. The argument 
is that, if mechanisms cannot be found for preventing 
the erosion of these assets through exchange-rate 
fluctuations and inflation, countries have no incentive 
whatever to provide the world economy with a deplet
able resource which would appreciate much more if it 
were left underground. 
196. The root cause of exchange-rate instability and 
inflation has been the dependence of the world's mone
tary system on a single currency. A necessary though 
not sufficient condition for its elimination is a funda
mental and early monetary reform based on the special 
drawing rights-an issue also deadlocked. In the 
absence of negotiated solutions to the questions of 
protecting the real value of the assets of developing 
countries and of international monetary reform, we 
will continue to see internationl economic uncertainty: 
197. A second consequence of drift is, inevitably, 
erratic growth within the world economy. Productive 
investment is founded upon reasonably stable expecta
tions about the future. The national income of devel
oped economies will have declined by nearly 4 per cent 
in 1980 and nearly 5.5 per cent in 1981 below the 
levels which would otherwise have prevailed. These 
represent annual outputs "lost" as a result of recession 
in the order of $300 billion, a magnitude proposed for 
massive resource transfers to developing countries for 
the entire decade of the 1980s. 
198. In the case of the developing countries, growth 
depends on their capacity to import. When their export 
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markets are depressed or shut off by protectionism and 
their terms of trade worsen, they can restore their 
capacity to import only by official development assist
ance, various international financial facilities, private 
capital inflows and the resources of the international 
banking system. The facilities available through inter
national financing institutions-those set up at Bretton 
Woods-are. hedged about with too many conditions 
for developing countries and take too little account 
of domestic, social and political realities within any 
political framework, more so in political systems 
where periodic elections are held. It is therefore scarcely 
surprising that IMF, for instance, has financed only 
about 6 per cent of the developing-country deficits 
during the period since 1974. It is largely the poor 
cotinfries without access to alternatives by way of 
commercial borrowing that have been exposed most to 
the rigours of IMF discipline. 
199. The overwhelmingly greater share of total devel
oping-country deficits has been increasingly financed 
by the· private banking systems on relatively short
term maturities, thereby compounding the debt prob
lem. Bank borrowing now accounts for two. thirds of 
the total financing of deficits, as compared with one 
third in 1974. A good part of this financing in this 
period has been in the nature of channelling or lending 
surpluses to deficit countries. However, it is precisely 
at the time when the banking system is being confronted 
with its second major challenge that there is widespread 
concern about its capacity to continue to meet it. 
200. To summarize, allowing the situation to drift 
means economic uncertainty, international monetary 
disorder, deepening of global recession and inflation, 
imposition of harsh IMF discipline on countries least 
able to withstand them and a collapse of private
bank lending to countries that have so far avoided 
international financing institutions by borrowing from 
the markets. The tragedy is that it is in every single 
area of policy which can serve to arrest such a situa
tion .of drift that we are deadlocked in the strategy. 
These policy areas are, first, the protection of the real 
value of assets of developing countries; secondly, 
fundamental reform of the existing international mone
tary system early in the decade; and, thirdly, the 
transfer of resources to developing countries. 
201. The right combination of corrective policies is 
to be found in precisely those areas where continued 
deadlock will mean only drift. As compared with 
20 years ago, what is new today is the reality of inter
dependence among nations. This has been voiced very 
simply by the Brandt Commission in stating that "the 
South cannot grow adequately without the North" and, 
equally, that "the North cannot prosper or improve 
its situation unless there is greater progress in the 
South". 10 

202. This interdependence manifests itself in the 
spheres of trade and finance. Northern exports cannot 
be. sustained without adequate Southern purchasing 
power, which has been provided increasingly in recent 
years by the private banking system. The growing 
incapacity of the banking system to cope with the 
probl!!ms of financial surpluses suggests the need for 
supporting mechanisms: These will enable the lending 
of the surpluses to deficit countries to continue on 
terms acceptable to those countries and will permit 
the maintenance of a .high level of world economic 
activity. 

10See North-South: A prof{ ram for survival . .. , p. 33. 

203. The key to generating a virtual cycle of world 
economic recovery is the c~;mcept of "massive trans
fers" to developing countries, a concept that can be 
viewed as amounting to nothing more than a better 
channelling of financial surpluses. This can substitute 
for the weakening role of commercial banks today. 
It has been estimated that in 1980 some 12 major 
borrowers will experience a shortfall below their 
requirements of $10 billion, or the bottom end of the 
range of $10 billion to $50 billion annually that is 
currently envisaged in proposals for massive transfers. 
204. The case for massive transfers as constituting an 
engine of growth in the world economy, along with 
the details of a mechanism for this purpose, was first 
set forth by the Group of 77 at its meeting held at 
Arusha in February 1979, prior to the fifth session 
of UNCTAD. 11 At its fifth session, UNCTAD agreed 
that massive transfers were an indispensable- factor in 
promoting the development ·of developing countries 
and could help to stimulate global economic activity, 
largely in a medium-term to long-term perspective. 12 

UNCT AD also spelt out the mechanism for massive 
transfers in the form of certain criteria. · 
205. In essence, the agreement was that funds for mas
sive transfers should largely be raised in international 
financial markets under a system of government guar
antees. Massive transfers would therefore not burden 
the budgets of donor countries. There would, however, 
be an interest subsidy mechanism to enable those devel
oping countries that depend primarily on concessional 
funds for external financing to benefit from such trans
fers. These transfers would be available for project 
development and execution and programme financing 
purposes. · 
206. Subsequently, both the concept and mechanism 
of massive transfers received the endorsement of the 
Brandt Commission. These proposals have ju'st been 
described by the Chairman of the Group of 77, the Min
ister for External Affairs of India, as being not only rea
sonable but also eminently feasible. The Brandt report 
in fact adopts a set of transitional governmental guaran
tees for massive transfers that could pave the way for a 
new universal institution, namely, the world develop
ment fund. This is expected to fill a variety of gaps in 
the existing· system of development finance, most 
notably long-term programme lending. 
207. It would have been reasonable to expect' this 
international consensus on goals and mechanisms for 
massive transfers to have helped the current negotia
tions. However, the deadlock in the strategy is now on 
the key concept of long-term programme lending. 
Whether it takes place within a framework of improved 
and expanded collaboration between the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank or within a world 
development fund is a separate issue. However, the 
existence of the world development fund as an inde
pendent institution would be the best guarantee for the 
transformation of the Bretton Woods institutions in a 
manner responsive to the needs and concerns of 
developing .countries. This: proc'ess can indeed begin 
with a countervailing third-world institution which we 
see emerging from the proposed transformation of the 
OPEC fund into a development agency. The hope held 
out by the forthcoming OPEC summit in Baghdad is 

11See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade ~(ld 
Development, Fifth Session, vol. !, Report and Annexes (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.li.D.l4), annex VI. 

12 /bid., part one, sect. A, resolution 129 (V). 
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that the final seal of approval will be given both to this 
proposal and to the complementary initiative of Iraq, 
among others. 
208. Irrespective of the location of a mechanism for 
long-term programme lending to finance structural 
deficits, the failure to recognize the need for it in the 
strategy amounts to a willingness to see world economic 
activity collapse to the point at which the counterpart 
surpluses would be eliminated. It would surely be far 
better to encourage the maintenance of financial sur
pluses at a high level of global economic activity by 

·mechanisms designed both to prevent the erosion of the 
real value of the surpluses and to provide financing for 
the counterpart deficits on acceptable terms. 
209. Our objective is to maintain a high level of world 
economic activity. This will be possible only if the devel
oped countries acknowledge that the protection of the 
real value of the financial assets and exports of develop-

. ing countries and the financing of the deficits of 
developing countries are two sides of the same coin. 
210. ·If the deadlock in these two central areas can be 
broken during this session-along with related matters 
in the monetary and financial resources field-in the 
strategy document, the stage will then be set for detailed 
negotiations in the global round. This agenda depends 
also on a successful resolution of the deadlock on the 
agenda and procedure for the global round. There 
seems to be no reason why these issues cannot be 
handled within the framework of a United Nations con
ference, as desired by the Group of 77. The United 
Nations system has shown a capacity to undertake quite 
complex financial negotiations, as evidenced recently in 
the decision to establish a Common Fund. 
211. If we are unable to conclude this special session 
successfully, we shall only be perpetuating the situation 
of aimless drift. The world economiC crisis can be 
readily translated into an opportunity if a package of 
policies is adopted through the removal in the draft 
international development strategy [A IS-II 12 (part III), 
annex] ofthe square brackets which, in United Nations 
practice, are traditionally used to denote areas of dis
agreement. What· we of the developing countries cer
tainly cannot afford to do is to go back to our peoples 
and tell them that poverty, hunger and world inflation 
are all now and forever wedged between an ugly set 
of square brackets for lack of political will among 
developed countries. · 
212. We have two clear choices before us: the first is 
for each nation unilaterally and vainly to struggle to 
maximize its own gains and thereby plunge the world 
into economic chaos and confusion; the second is for us 
to move towards a negotiated global consensus to the 
mutual benefit of all. 
213. The first possibility of drift and chaos will with
out doubt ensue if the square brackets in the strategy for 
the 1980s and the global round are not shed. The second 
possibility, a process of moving together towards con
sensus, is within the power of this session to launch. So, 
let the nations of the- world unite: we have nothing to 
lose but-otif'square brackets. · 
214 .. Mr: VRHqVEC (Yug~slavia): Mr. President, it 
gives me great ple~sure to greet you once ag~in in your 
high post. Wf;' are particularly satisfied that you have 
been entrusteg with the presidency of this important 
special session of She General Assembly. Your vast 
experience and wisdom will undoubtedly contribute to 
the successful outcome of our deliberations. 

215. It is an honour and privilege for me to welcome, 
on behalf of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugo-

slavia and on my own behalf, the admission of the 
Republic of Zimbabwe to the United Nations. The 
inexorable march of history towards the complete liber
ation and independence of all countries and peoples has 
been confirmed by this act. We should like to pay due 
tribute to the heroic people of Zimbabwe and their 
victory over colonialism and racism. I also have the 
great pleasure to convey our warm and friendly greet
ings to His Excellency Mr. Robert Mugabe, Prime 
Minister and leader of the people of Zimbabwe. The 
Yugoslav peoples followed their struggle with great 
admiration and supported it whole-heartedly. To the 
people of Zimbabwe, we wish a life in freedom, peace 
and progress. · 
216. Our session is taking place in difficult inter
national circumstances. Besides growing. tension, seri
ous dislocations in the world economy and the crisis of 
international economic relations have contributed to the 
deterioration of general stability in the world. ;, 
217. We note that the reports of the Committbe of 
the Whole Established under General Assembly resolu
tion 32/174 [A/S-11 I I (part IV) and'Corr.l] and of the 
Preparatory Committee for the New International 
Development Strategy [A/S-11 /2], both on the global 
negotiations and on the development strategy, have, 
regrettably, brought us new disappointments and 
concern. 
218. All this casts a dark shadow on the prospects for 
our future. Although aware of the great risks challeng
ing us, we refuse, however, to be fatalistic. In this 
regard I should like to emphasize that the gravity of the 
situation makes it incumbent on all of us to display a 
higher sense of responsibility and to exert joint efforts 
in order to ensure the successful outcome of this session. 
219. In addition to assessing the results of efforts for 

- the establishment of the New International Economic 
Order, a fresh effort should be made with a view to 
reaching agreement on the launching of global negotia
tions and on the adoption of the new strategy for the 
forthcoming development decade. These issues were 
carefully examined by the Ministerial Meeting of the 
Group of 77. We believe that a common language can 
be found if all of us at this special session demonstrate a 
sufficient degree of political realism and goodwill, 
which includes a readiness to perceive the actual sub
stance of problems and of the consequences arising 
therefrom. 
220. The sixth special session of. the General 
Assembly, held six years ago, had already confirmed 
that the problems of.the world economy were not due to 
short-term and cyclical disturbances but were of a struc
tural nature. Therefore, a lasting solution cannot be 
achieved by mere corrections in the existing system, but 
only within the framework of the New International 
Economic Order. The only way to that Order leads, in 
our view, through the elimination of inequities and the 
removal of existing· injustices. This would make it 
ppssible to narrow the ever wider gap between the 
developed and the developing countries. At the same 
time, it would ensure economic and social development 
that would provide a stable basis for the strengthening 
of world peace and security .. 
221. We must note with regret that overall develop
ments have confirmed that the expected progress has 
not been achieved. On the contrary, we are witnessing . 
increasing resistance to structural changes in existing 
international economic relations. This is extremely 
disquieting at a time when the world economy and 
international economic relations are going through a 
deep crisis. The deterioration of the situation of the 
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developing countries is assuming dramatic proportions, 
while the economies of the least developed countries are 
on the verge·of collapse, Thus, for instance, the incre~s~ 
in the gross national prod~cts of the developed' coun~ 
tries between the 1950s and the 1970s was three and a 
hidf times greater than the total gross national products 
Of the developing countries.· At the same time, the total 
indebtedness of the developing countries is rapidly 
approaching $500 billion. 
222. The picture is even gloomier if we take into 
account the fact that the transfer of official develop
ment assistance has not reached even half the agreed 
target of 0.7 per cent of the gross national products of 
the developed countries. At a time of increased 
inte~n3rtion~J tensions, such a situation incites to bloc 
rivalry in the area of non-aligned and other developing 
countries, . threatening their independence and free 
development ~nd exposing them to various forms of 
domination. This underlies the fact that the system of 
security founded on· bloc divisions. is. unstable and 
untenable, existinFthanks not to the promotion of 
confidence but to the balance of fear .. 

223 .... ·We should constantly bear in mind that the grow
ing wave of political and economic emancipation of 
peoples, self-determination and independence, free 
national and social development and the democratiza
tion of international relations has reaclted such propor
tions that it has become impossible to ignore it any 
longer. Today more than ever before it is obvious that 
pt:ace and developmen.t are closely interconnected. Last
ing peace is not possible without development based on 
equity, solidarity and comnion interest. In the same 
way, development founded on justice and equality 
would not be possible without peace and peaceful 
coexistence. 

224. Those are the lessons to be drawn from the anti
colonial revolution, from the emancipation surge of 
newly liberated countries and from the strong impact 
of· non-alignment, which has affirmed itself as · an 
irrevocable historical fact. · 

225_~ Interm\tionalrelations are a:t a crossroads. There-. 
fore, we should clearly answer the question whether we 
shall find in the forthcoming decade, through joint 
efforts and by means of constructive dialogue and nego
tiations, solutions to major international problems or 
whether we shall consent to face an even deeper crisis, 
seriously threatening world peace and stability. 

226. ,The non-aiigned movement has provided a politi
cal platform for a new approach to problems of devel~ 
opment and international economic relations. On that 
basis, ·the developing countries have been drawing 
attention for . a number of years to the necessity of 
dealing with the core of the problems and of under
taking all that is necessary in order to overcome the 
difficulties we are constantly encountering. 

227. The · developing countries do not advocate 
confrontation and economic war. They are in favour of 
common responsibility and search for solutions condu
cive to a new system of international economic rela
tions. We rightly expect that the developed countries 
will refrain from actions, undertaken either individually 
or by groupings, that would disregard, discriminate 
against or threaten the vital interests of the developing 
countries. The only way to be pursued -is for all of us 
together, regardless of whether we belong to the North 
or the South, to the East or the West, to strive to find 
solutions that will be in the interest of all the countries 
and of mankind as a whole. Only through such ·an 

approach can we enhance the possibility of overcoming 
the crises plaguing the world economy. 
228. Therefore, it is important. to ensure conditions 
for the independ.ent and dynamic-development of the 
riational economies of developing countries. It is toward 
that goal that all the measures and actions taken at the 
international level should be directed. A special.problem 
facing the international community is the extremely dif
ficult situation of the least developed countries. The 
ensuring of conditions for their more rapid development 
constitutes an essential factor iJJ . the overall develop~. 
ment. of the world. At the same,time, I should like to 
stress the importance we attach to the strengthening of 
co-operation among the developing countries, based on 
t~e strategy of self-reliance. . · '·, . .. 
229. This special session is taking place at the end ofa 
decade that has confronted the~ world with problems 
much more difficult than those existing at the beginning 
of the decade. Unsatisfactory progress towards the 
establishment of the New International Economic Order 
and a lack of success in the preparations for global 
negotiations on international co-operation for develop
ment, as well as an absence of actual progress in the for
mulation of the development strategy for . the next 
decade, have rendered even more complex the work for 
which we have gathered here. 
230. It must be· sincerely admitted that at the begin
ning we had high hopes. They were based on the convic
tion that the gravity of the moment and the importance 
of the task we had undertaken would. imbue an· of us 
with a sense. of increased responsibility and willingness· 
to search for genuine and long-term solutions. Unfortu-. 
nately, the developed countries took a differenr 
approach. In fact, the developing and the developed 
countries were not able to reach agreement with regard 
to the essential issue-namely, that if we do not agree 
that our overall work should lead to. structural changes · 
in the world economy, then we must admit that we are 
still in a state of confrontation and not ye~ in a phase pf 
dialogue. we should be fully aware of that truth. and 
make ari adc;litional joint effort to o.vercome this situa~ 
tion. We believe that real progress is possible-indeed 
that it is indispensable and in the interest of all. · 
231. ' we do not deny that some progress has been 
achieved in respect of short-term, cyclical problems and 
that concrete programmes in favour of the least devel
oped countries have been agreed upon. But they.remain 
to be implemented. Nevertheless, negotiations have. 
stalled on issues the solving ofwhich would be com;\u
cive to deeper structural changes in the world economy 
and the international division of labour. We are still 
very far from the tasks and objectives embodied in the 
Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Estab
lishment of· a New International Economic Order 
[General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-Vl) and )202 
(S- VI)], which are in our view in full accord with the· 
basic requirements of the economic situation and actual 
problems of the present-day world. 
232: Among the positive events we include also the· 
recent World Conference of the United Nations becade · 
for Women, held this year at Copenhagen, which was 
correctly placed within the context of equality, develop
ment and peace. Consequently, all countries should be 
actively involved, through the institutions of the United 
Nations system in particular, in the implementation of 
the conclusions and objectives of that Conference. . 
233. In proposing ·the global negotiations on Inter~ 
national economic co-operation· for development, the 
non-aligned and other developing countries have 
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initiated a coherent and integrated approach to the 
solution of major problems concerning international 
economic relations and the world economy-as a whole. 
234. The report submitted by the Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole shows that no agreement has 
been reached on the agenda and procedures-that is, the 
organization-of global negotiations or on the time
frame. Although that outcome is disappointing, we 
should not reconcile ourselves to the difficulties. 
Further efforts should be exerted to find common 
solutions at this special session. 
235. We should like to point out that a spirit of co-op
eration-reflected in the final communique-prevailed 
at last week's ministerial meeting of the Group of 77. 
The developing countries are willing to exert their 
utmost efforts to resolve the existing differences. We 
proceed from the firm belief that there is no alternative 
to global negotiations. 
236. It appears that it would be equally important that 
the developed countries, too, irrespective of their 
economic and social systems, display a greater will to 
treat the global negotiations as a joint endeavour for 
solving major international economic problems for the 
benefit of all the members of the world community. 
This means that our problems cannot be solved by look
ing at the past; we must find solutions for our life of 
tomorrow. In saying that, I have in mind above all the 
need to overcome the existing obstacles, which will 
enable us to start the global negotiations in the 
envisaged period. 
237. I believe that it will be possible to agree on an 
agenda that will cover all major issues and be so formu
lat~d as not to prejudge the outcome of negotiations. At 
the same time it should clearly indicate the direction to 
be followed. Of course, it would not be too wise to 
reject a priori the need for and the possibility of the 
selection of priorities, with a view to ensuring, within 
the framework of global negotiations, the greater 
effectiveness of our work. However, the comprehensive 
character and interdependence of those issues should 
not be brought into question. 
238. With regard to procedures, it seems to me that 
they represent, at this moment, the main impediment to 
be overcome in order to reach agreement on the launch
ing of global negotiations. I feel that, provided there is 
goodwill, we can agree on the substance of this issue 
also. 
239. For the developing countries, the question of the 
future relationship between the central negotiating body 
and the specialized agencies ·is of paramount impor
tance. What is involved here is not an organization but a 
substantive matter. Actually, it is necessary to define the 
criteria ensuring that the negotiations will be conducted 
on genuine issues, that they will not be endlessly pro
tracted, and that the agreements achieved will be 
implemented within the framework of a clearly con
ceived, integrated concept of international economic 
relations. · 

240. The relationship between the central body and 
the specialized agencies has to. be so conceived as to 
secure the active participation of the specialized 
agencies on the basis o'f political agreements reached in 
the central body. It should also provide for the effec
tive and equal participation of developing countries 
in decision making and in the management of inter
national economic affairs. That is, there is a need to 
ensure a substantive democratization of those affairs, 
which is still meeting with the opposition of acquired 
privileged positions. 

241. In global negotiations, the issues of trade and 
finance and monetary matters, industrial development 
and raw materials, the transfer of technology, and 
energy should be-dealt with in an integrated and 
coherent manne~. 
242. The problem of energy is extremely important. I 
should like once again to emphasize that comprehensive 
global negotiations cannot be envisaged unless all major 
aspects of energy and monetary problems are covered 
by them also. In connexion with the world energy crisis, 
I wish to point to the need to devote particular attention 
to the situation of the least developed and the most 
adversely affected developing countries. 
243. The international development strategy for the 
third decade is in many ways interrelated with the global 
negotiations. We are all the more concerned over the 
fact that we have not been able to achieve the expected 
progress in regard to its formulation, as is indi
cated in the report of the Chairman of the Preparatory 
Committee. · 
244. The strategy would not serve its purpose if it 
failed to determine such goals and objectives, as well as 
policy measures, as would ensure the accelerated devel
opment of the developing countries, bridging the widen
ing gap between them and the developed countries. This 
corroborates our conviction that the main targets must 
be above the level of those set for the Second United 
Nations Development Decade. Viewed as a whole, the 
development strategy makes sense only if it repre
sents a clear step towards the restructuring of the 
world economy and the establishment of the New 
International Economic Order. 
245. In finalizing the strategy for the third develop
ment decade we should keep in mind the experience with 
the implementation of the previous strategy so that the 
new one does not suffer the same fate. 
246. We are aware of the concern voiced in orie part of 
the developed world over the negative and uncertain 
international situation, which is considered an obstacle 
to the taking of more resolute action in the sphere of 
international economic relations. Our approach is dif
ferent. The acute crisis of the world economy is to us an 
additional reason for measures aimed at comprehensive 
structural changes, because the root causes of deteriora
tion and tensions are embodied in the present system. 
247. As regards political. and military tension in the 
world, we wish also to warn that failure to solve major 
economic problems would dangerously destabilize 
further the whole structure of world relations, with 
unpredictable consequences for mankind. 
248. True, our task is neither easy nor simple. There
fore we must enhance awareness of our responsibility 
and our obligation to exert maximum efforts and politi
cal will so that this special session may complete its 
work successfully. We cannot allow ourselves to fail. 
249. We do not see a more appropriate body than the 
United Nations, one that would be in a position to face, 
on behalf of, the whole world community and in a 
proper manner, the great trials and challenges that are 
before us. Mankind expects us to build, through our 
joint endeavours, the world of the future-in peace, 
security, solidarity and prosperity. 
250. I may assure the Assembly that the Yugoslav 
delegation will invest maximum goodwill and effort in 
contributing .fully to the achievement of those lofty 
aims. 
251. Mr. BABA-MOUSSA (Benin) (interpretation 
from French): Mr. President, permit me to express to 
you on behalf of the People's Republic of Benin our 
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satisfaction with and our sincere appreciation of the 
remarkable fashion in which you have been conducting 
our various meetings since the beginning of the thirty
fourth session. My delegation would like once again to 
assure you of its fraternal and militant support for you 
as you discharge your heavy responsibilities. We are 
convinced that the deliberations of this special session 
devoted to economic issues will produce results that will 
not disappoint the hopes that led to its convocation. 
252. I would take this opportunity to thank the 
Secretary-General, Mr. Kurt Waldheim, and his team, 
whose devotion has made possible the careful prepara
tion of the present session and the submission of the 
well prepared documents that have been placed at the 
disposal of our respective delegations. 
253. · Finally, my delegation wishes to pay a well 
deserved tribute to the delegation of India, which has at 
all lev,els ably conducted the many meetings, working 
groups and consultations of the Group of 77, leading to 
the adoption of a common platform for neg()tiation. 
The unity of thought and action of that Group will be a 
positive element in our future negotiations. 
254 .. The eleventh special session started this morning 
on a moving and happy note: the solemn admission of 
Zimbabwe to our midst as the 153rd State Member of 
the United Nations. This victory of the courageous and 
heroic people of Zimbabwe, which made such heavy 
sacrifices, is a victory also for all peoples who love peace 
and justice and who are struggling courageously for a 
more just and equitable society devoid of the shameful 
system of the exploitation of man by man. The delega
tion of the People's Republic of Benin wishes very 
warmly to congratulate the delegation of free Zim
babwe, which has become a land of fraternity and a 
reliable· vanguard in the struggle against colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid in the world as a 
whole and in southern Africa in particular. 
255. It seems to us useful here briefly to recall the 
features of the political, social and economic situation 
that prevailed in the developing countries on the eve of 
the adoption by our General Assembly, at its sixth 
special session, of decisions aimed at the establishment 
of a New International Economic Order. This will 
enable us to appreciate .jn a purely objective way what 
has happened since 1974 and to estimate the significance 
of the tasks that remain to be accomplished. 
256. First of all, it should be noted that the decoloni
zation process, which led the majority of States of 
Africa, Asia and the Caribbean to political indepen
dence, has not been accompanied by a lessening of those 
countries' dependence- on the imperialist colonizing 
Western nations: The economic and commercial rela
tions between those States and their former colonial 
metropolises have, in fact, remained relations of depen
dence, exploitation and domination, as a result of which 
the centres where the decisions on the economic activity 
of those countries are made still lie outside their 
national boundaries. This situation of dependence has 
been aggravated by the combined effect of an increas
ingly unfavourable international division of labour and, 
above all, the inequitable workings of the international 
economic co-operation system established by the 
industrialized countries. The result has been ever greater 
vulnerability for our national economies, which cannot 
cope with the frequent ups and downs of the dominant 
economies. 
257. Obviously, in these circumstances, the developing 
countries cannot remain indifferent to this situation for 
long. Thus it was in an attempt to remedy this alarming 
situation that in May 1974 the General Assembly, at its 

sixth special session, adopted the Declaration and the 
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order [resolutions 3201 (S- VI) 
and 3202 (S- VI)], whose guidelines and implementation 
measures called for the total elimination of the present 
international economic system, which is characterized 
by unequal economic relationships, domination, depen
dence, exploitation, the entrenchment of narrow, selfish 
interests and the resort to short-term solutions to global 
problems of economic interdependence. The new 
economic order that was envisaged was to be based 
essentially upon equality of relationships, sovereign 
equality, mutual interdependence, common interest and 
collective co-operation. 

Mr. Mollo (Lesotho), Vice-President, took the Chair. 
258. Thus the basic principles of new international 
economic relations refer to a certain number of key 
economic activities where notorious imbalances can be 
seen, such as permanent control over natural resources, 
the regulation of the activities of transnational corpora
tions, fair and equitable prices for raw materials and 
other products exported by the developing countries, 
the reform of the international monetary system and of 
development financing, the access for products of 
developing countries to the international market, closer 
co-operation among the developing countries, the full 
and effective participation of all countries, on a footing 
of equality, in the solution of international economic 
problems, and, finally, recourse within the framework 
of the United Nations to a search for global rather 
than sectoral solutions to problems of international 
economic co-operation. 

259. The Programme of Action adopted was aimed 
also, through a series of measures, at making opera
tional the aforementioned fundamental principles. 
Indeed, those measures called for the following basic 
reforms: a radical alteration of systems of production, 
consumption and · trade; the transformation of the 
economies of developing countries to coincide with 
changes in the structure of their industrial specializa
tions; effective control of developing countries ·over 
their natural resources; and effective participation in the 
decision-making process at the international economic 
level. 

260. All those fundamental principles and the concrete 
measures for their implementation have been set forth 
in the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States 
[General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX)], which 
concludes with the necessity of establishing new rules of 
the game aimed at ensuring a greater measure of justice 
and equity in inter-State relations. Those are the 
objectives; those are the intentions. But what have the 
results been? 
261. It is disappointing-indeed, traumatic-to note 
how the efforts made so far towards the establishment 
of a new international economic order have failed to 
match the hopes of our peoples. 
262. First of all, most of the measures taken to cope 
with the ups and downs of the economic crisis due to the 
maintenance of the current decrepit system in all fields 
of international economic activity have been uncon
nected with the measures and principles advocated for 
the establishment of a new international economic 
order. Furthermore, international co-operation still 
remains divided according to sectors of activities, while 
the multi-sectoral character of current problems is a 
tangible fact of the present-day international economic 
situation, and this has to be taken into account in any 
serious sear<.:h for a solution. 
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263. On the other hand, the industrialized countries, 
which benefit from the unjust order, look to short-term 
solutions and fallacious classifications, and try to 
regroup the developing countries artificially in order to 
find solutions by category, whereas the problems of our 
countries are identical by nature. 
264. The industrialized nations, in an effort to get 
around the principles of the Declaration and the 
measures set forth in the Programme of Action, accuse 
the developing countries of not showing sufficient 
realism. In particular, they reproach us for being con
cerned only with our own problems, while ignoring or 
paying little attention to their specific problems, which 
amounts to the same thing. Actually, in advocating the 
principle of global negotiations at the same time as we 
establish an international development strategy, the 
third-world countries are· thereby reaffirming their 
steadfast will to seek a solution to their problems as part 
of the search for solutions to world-wide economic 
problems as a whole. It could not be otherwise in a 
world characterized by a complex relationship of 
interdependence and reciprocal actions. 
265. Perhaps it is appropriate to stress that the 
developing countries do not come here to ask for 
international charity: they are just asserting their own 
rights and their legitimate aspiration to a new world 
economic system that will guarantee them free manage
ment not only of their own natural resources, but also, 
and above all, of the fruits of the labour of their 
working masses. In short, the developing countries want 
to be recognized and treated as equal partners in a new 
system of economic interdependence in which exploita
tion, domination and dependence would be replaced by 
multidimensional co-operation among equal partners 
participating responsibly in the decision-making 
process. They want to be the agents of their own 
destiny, freely defining their own priorities and freely 
implementing the measures to achieve them. 
266. As can be seen from the persistence of the prob
lems and the absence of political will to undertake any 
search for solutions, the eleventh special session is open
ing at a time when the economy of nations is painfully 
confronted with crises that have grave and alarming 
consequences. 
267. How can we get out of it? Our experience in 
economic co-operation should lead us to reject isolated 
or short-term actions aimed at stressing the peculiar or 
individual nature of the problems and at establishing an 
artificial classification of States. 
268. The very marked phenomenon of economic inter
dependence leads us to stress the necessity of under
taking over-all action which involves the whole 
community of nations. This approach seems all the 
more necessary to us in the light of the disintegration of 
the world economy. Only comprehensive measures such 
as those defined in the principles of the Declaration and 
in the implementation measures of the Programme of 
Action can lead to solutions which are both effective 
and just. 
269. The delegation of the People's Republic of Benin 
is firmly convinced that the future negotiations should 
comprehend all the principal areas of economic activity 
which call for profound reforms of the present system. 
To seek to give precedence to certain agenda items as 
against others or to undertake short-term actions on 
behalf of artificial groups of countries would be essen
tially to avoid the true problems that humanity is facing. 
It would be a clever tactic to perpetuate inequality, 
domination, dependence and exploitation. To seek to 

attack the effects of an evil without considering its roots 
would be to flee before it. 
270. Simultaneous actions aimed at many areas are the 
only guarantees of change as profound as the present 
crisis. This change should lead developing countries 
fully to participate on the basis of equality, responsi
bility and mutual benefit in the management of the 
international economy. This implies a more developed 
political will on the part of the industrialized countries 
and a total change in the attitudes of all partners. This 
change also requires the transfer of certain decision
making centres from the developed to the developing 
countries. 
271. Further, my delegation feels very strongly that all 
economic problems concern all the world's countries, 
whatever they may be. This is a day-to-day reality which 
no one has the right to ignore or to minimize. The world 
economy is characterized by a complex interdependence 
and it requires collective management by all the 
economic partners on a basis of equality. 
272. Such international action assumes balanced 
economic growth, the measures to combat inflation and 
recession, the elimination of inequalities in balances of 
payments, the development .of purchasing power, the 
strengthening of international economic security, and, 
finally, the reform of the monetary and financial 
system. In 'the final analysis, it means that every country 
should be able to live effectively within its national 
borders on the fruits of its labours, in the justice and 
equity of these new relationships. In these conditions 
it is important to determine finally, and to adopt dur
ing this special session, a· new international develop
ment strategy which would be both coherent and com
prehensive and would include concerted measures in all 
areas of development. ~ 
273. Past experience teaches us that the bu_ilding of a 
new economic order is an arduous and long-term·task. 
It requires sustained political will, complete honesty in 
defining the tasks to be accomplished and a resoh.ite 
determination to face up to the difficulties which litter 
the road to progress. It is obvious that our partners, 
the industrialized countries, will not easily let go of 
the numerous advantages they have acquired at our 
expense. They are seeking through dilatory proce
dures to maintain the old degrading, dominating and 
exploitative order. 
274. But in the People's Republic of Benin we believe 
that you cannot go against the current of history. The 
recent development of the world economic situation 
clearly shows that in the long term the increasing 
deterioration of the international economic system will 
spare no State, however rich and powerful it may be. 
Thus all the enormous means for struggle and for 
defence currently deployed in the developed countries to 
maintain their privileges will be exhausted, and all 
States, without distinction or discrimination, will inevi
tably be exposed to the same danger when it may be too 
late to take the necessary measures. 
275. My delegation is therefore facing the developed 
countries with their responsibilities before history. The 
world economy is a common heritage, which must be 
managed and developed to the benefit of each country 
according to its contribution in labour. As to the 
developing countries, the bitter experience of the past 
has shown us that it is only by strengthening our 
co-operation that we can make the egoistic position of 
our partners more flexible. For our divergences are 
secondary; we must direct all our common efforts at 
resolving our problems and at bringing the international 
community to support us. Our cause is just. 
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276. We have only to hope that the present session will 
be a true meeting-place for give and take, and that dur
ing it the developing and developed countries will finally 
understand that their interests are the same and that the 
only path leading to world .peace and security neces
sarily passes through the establishment of a new inter
national economic order, which will be the result of the 
acceptance and opening of global negotiations. 
277. Ready for the revolution: the struggle continues. 
278. Mr. VAYRYNEN (Finland): It gives my delega
tion pleasure to welcome Zimbabwe to the United 
Nations. The peaceful settlement of the question of 
Southern Rhodesia was a historic landmark, not only 
for Zimbabwe, but also in the history of the efforts 
of this Organization to do away with the last rem
nants of colonialism and racism. My delegation pays a 
tribute to the statesmanship shown by the parties at the 
Lancaster House Conference held at London between 
10 September and 15 December 1979. The peaceful 
settlement reached is _a tribute to the_ wisdom of all 
parties and in particular to Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe, who is honouring us with his presence today. 
279. Her Britannic Majesty's Government showed 
determination and skill in exercisiQ.g its responsibility as 
the administering Power of the colonial Rhodesia. 
Zimbabwe's example demonstrates that conflict in 
southern Africa can be resolved through negotiation, 
even after years of bitter war. 
280. As a token of our commitment to peaceful pro
gress, Finland, for its part, has initiated development 
co-operation with Zimbabwe upon the occasion of its 
independence, and we look forWard to continuing it. 

281. When, a year ago, I had occasion to speak from 
this rostrum, I spoke in rather pessimistic terms._ There 
was little positive to be seen in the development of inter
national economic relations. Events have confirmed this 
view. The World Development Report, 1980, published 
only a few weeks ago by the World Bank, brings this out 
in clear terms. The stark reality is that close to one 
billion people live in abject poverty with no hope of 
improving their lot by their own efforts. 
282. Yet the wasteful use of scarce natural resources 
continues. So does the senseless waste of resources on 
the arms race. This arms race prevents the international 
community from devoting adequate resources to devel
opment. This makes it not only legitimate but impera
tive for this special session-economic though it be-to 
call for an immediate halt to the arms race and for the 
start of genuine disarmament. 
283. It is clear to everyone that poverty and inequal
ities among and within nations cannot be explained by 
referring to lack of resources. The question is the 
distribution of resources. 
284. The two previous special sessions on inter
national economic co-operation produced an inter
national understanding in the form of the Declaration 
and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a 
New International Economic Order. My Government 
continues to support the aims of those documents. They 
reflect the need for a qualitative change in the structure 
of international economic relations. This commonly 
shared perception has been the basis of international 
efforts in this field ever since. It also provides a viable 
framework for this session, particularly when the call 
for changes in North-South economic relations is now 
more acute than ever. The two main issues before this 
special session-the launching of the global negotiations 
and the adoption of a new international development 

strategy--,-will be instrumental in furthering these 
objectives. 
285. Finland has supported the initiative by the non
aligned nations for a round of global negotiations on 
key economic questions. The adoption last fall by the 
General Assembly of a resolution on these negotiations 
[resolution 34/ 138] was an important step in the 
development of a fresh and more balanced approach to 
international economic co-operation. It was a reflection 
of changing circumstances. While recognizing the 
special and urgent needs of the developing countries, it 
also stressed the principles of equity and common 
interest. One of the guiding principles for the global 
negotiations is that they should take into account the 
economic capability of each country. Indeed, the differ
ent sizes, interests and possibilities of individual 
countries-developed and developing alike-must be 
taken into account in these negotiations. 
286. Finland has actively participated in the prepara
tion of the international development strategy for the 
1980s. I note with satisfaction that the draft before this 
session for finalization and adoption reflects our-and 
the Nordic-concept of the development process, It 
does so in emphasizing the importance of social 
questions, ecological considerations and the role of 
women and children in development. Agreement on 
the strategy will be instrumental in strengthening 
confidence in the North-South dialogue in the 1980s. 
287. The international community is increasingly 
focusing on the need for structural change in the world 
economy. However, official development assistance 
remains an indispensable element in international 
economic co-operation. It is of particular importance 
for the poorest among the developing countries. 
Finland, for its part, has accepted the target for official 
development assistance of 0. 7 per cent of the gross 
national product. We intend to reach that target during 
the latter part of the decade. I should wish to add that I 
concur with those in this Assembly who seek even more 
ambitious international volume targets. 
288. I shall now make a few comments on three areas 
which in the past years have emerged as central in the 
global dialogue, whether in the context of the envisaged 
global negotiations or the new international -strategy. 
These are agriculture, energy and financial and 
monetary matters. 
289. Compassion and solidarity call for the abolition 
of hunger. Translating into action the 4 per cent growth 
target for the agricultural output of the developing 
countries will entail immense efforts. Rural develop
ment and increase of food production in particular 
must remain the- top priorities in both national and 
international development policies. 
290. Experience demonstrates that the increase of 
agricultural output in the developing countries and 
equitable rural development cannot be achieved without 
determined efforts fully to involve the small farmers 
and the landless in the development process. At the 
same time, it is also essential that such policies should 
constantly be in harmony with ecological requirements. 
291. My Government recognizes the importance of 
international co-operation for agricultural develop
ment. As an expression of our appreciation of the work 
perfonned by IFAD, we are prepared to participate in 
the replenishment of the Fund's resources at the level 
suggested to guarantee a real increase in its lending 
programme. -
292. Accelerated rural development is fully in 
accordance with our aid principles. We assign to it the 
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highest priority. At the same time, we recognize the 
need for continued food aid. Accordingly, Finland has 
recently doubled its contribution to the World Food 
Programme. Recently my Government also decided to 
join the International Emergency Food Reserve. 
293. Energy has become central to all questions of 
economic development. Indeed, it is impossible today to 
conceive of negotiations on global economic issues that 
would not include energy. I am convinced that all 
parties would gain if such basic issues as the predicta
bility of supply, demand and prices of energy were set 
out as topics for the forthcoming global negotiations. 
Other important aspects of the energy iss).le include con
servation and rational use as well as increasing use of 
alternative sources of energy. The' United Nations 
Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy 
will no doubt be an important contribution in this 
respect. It is also necessary to pay urgent attention to 
the problems relating to important sources of energy 
other than oil. Coal and nuclear energy are a case in 
point. The increasing use of these sources of energy, 
which occupies a central place in the plans for meeting 
future energy demands, does, however, present serious 
ecological problems. In this context, I should like to add 
that I have noted with satisfaction the announcement 
yesterday by Mr. McNamara of the World Bank's inten
tion to expand substantially the Bank's lending 
programme in the energy sector. 
294. My last comment concerns financial and mone
tary matters. Here the most urgent task is the con
sideration by IMF and the World Bank of additional 
possibilities for financing and forestalling balance of 
payments difficulties in developing countries. This task 
is closely connected with effective recycling of huge 
current account surpluses in a number of countries. My 
Government appreciates the work done by Bretton 
Woods institutions with respect to these questions. The 
annual meeting of those institutions in a few weeks' 
time will provide a further opportunity to deal with 
these specific issues. 
295. The international monetary system was created in 
a world largely different from today's. The system has 
since undergone revisions and proved adaptable to new 
requirements. The international financial and monetary 
mechanisms as such are not at the root of the present 
economic instability. Yet it is evident that further 
improvements would be desirable. Last year the devel
oping countries presented an outline for a programme 
of action on international monetary reform. This 
programme has been taken up for discussion in the 
International Monetary Fund. 
296. When adopting the International Development 
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development 
Decade [resolution 2626 (XXV)], the General Assembly 
set a goal in the following words: 

"Youth everywhere is in ferment, and the 1970s must 
mark a step forward in securing the well-being and 
happiness not only of the present generation but also 
of the generations to come.'' 

297. That was 10 years ago, at a time when the overall 
economic situation was far less serious than now. Since 
then the economic and political strains have grown 
severe, the number of destitute people in developing 
countries has not ceased to augment and the deteriora
tion of the human environment has accelerated. The 
contrast between solemn intentions and harsh reality is· 
glaring. 
298. Today there is a widespread mood of gloom and 
frustration. Pessimism does not, however, move us 
forward on the path towards our commonly shared 

goals. What we now need is a thorough reorientation of 
both our thought and action if these goals are to be 
reached. All Governments, whether acting individually 
or jointly, are called upon to contribute. The tasks are 
immense and they are global in character. That is why 
the role of the United Nations, representing humanity in 
its entirety, is central in providing us with a forum for 
seeking appropriate, realistic and balanced solutions to 
the problems facing each and every one of us. 

Mr, Salim (United Republic of Tanzania) resumed the 
Chair. · 

299. For my part, I pledge my Government's pre
paredness to intensify its efforts to find those solutions, 
here at the United Nations and in all those specialized 
intergovernmental forums that are conducive to 
carrying our work forward. 

300. Mr. DIALLO (Upper Volta) (interpretation from 
French): After the fifth session of UNCT AD, at 
Manila, where dialogue led to a new strategy for migo
tiations, although all hopes were not fulfilled, after 
the North-South Conference on International Economic 
Co-operation, held at Paris, which we are waiting to see 
get its second wind; after the Economic Summit of 
Lagos, a symbol of an Africa that desires true 
independence, here we are gathered once again, this 
time at the United Nations, this shrine of dialogue and 
co-operation, to ~ttempt in the spirit of tolerance and 
selflessness to find the best possible way to confront the 
current economic crisis. It is a multifaceted crisis, the 
adverse effects of which are spread daily throughout a 
world in complete disarray, buffeted by inflation and 
economic recession, and, worse, a world that is unable 
to safeguard what is dearest to it: international co
operation. Basically, the crisis that we are experienc
ing, above and beyond the contingencies and hard facts 
of our times, finds its true source in the selfishness of 
nations and the slackening of international solidarity. 

301. It is therefore in the hope that we shall to a 
certain extent surpass ourselves that the Upper Volta 
has come to the session, convinced that we will do useful 
work and that we will rekindle mankind's trust which 
has been extinguished by growing frustration. This 
consultation at the world level is necessary and 
indispensable. 

302. That is why, on behalf of the Government and 
people of the Upper Volta and my delegation, I should 
like to congratulate and thank all who have taken this 
welcome initiative to organize a special session of 
the United Nations devoted to economic problems. I 
should like to congratulate and thank in particular the 
Secretary-General and his co-workers, who have guided 
our institution with tact and competence, as well as the 
President of the General Assembly who, during his term 
of office, has demonstrated great qualities. 

303. I should li.ke to avail myself of this opportunity 
to salute a most welcome event, that is, the admission 
of Zimbabwe to the United Nations. The entry of that 
State into this concert of nations will surely be a produc
tive contribution to our collective work of building a 
world of justice, peace and dignity. 

304. As we are in a position to draw up a balance sheet 
of the efforts that have already been undertaken in the 
field of development, in particular over the past two 
decades, it is not unreasonable for us to dwell on the dif
ficulties that we consider to constitute bottlenecks in 
development and which therefore should be the priori
ties that should be solved by the third United Nations 
development decade. 
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305. Those problems can be placed into two cate
gories: those relating to the general evolution of the 
international economic situation, and those concerning 
the strategic sectors that are considered to be the core·of 
any international development strategy, that is, food 
problems, the thorny energy question, raw materials 
and the trade imbalance between industrialized and 
developing countries. 
306. In so far as the global evolution of the inter
national economic situation is concerned, I already had 
an opportunity in my statement to the fifth session of 
UNCTAD to express my Government's views concern
ing the world economic situation, a situation that, to the 
detriment of the developing countries, is essentialiy 
characterized by economic stagnation, a resumption of 
the deterioration in the terms of trade, the aggravation 
in the deficit of trade balances, and increased economic 
dependence on industrialized countries. · 
307. However, the efforts deployed by the United 
Nations to improve the material condition of underde
veloped countries and to promote the establishment of a 
new international economic order are eloquent. During 
its sixth special session, the General Assembly adopted 
the Declaration on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order and a Programme of 
Action to implement it. Shortly afterwards, at its 
twenty-ninth session, it adopted the Charter of 
Economic Rights and Duties of States. By that mandate 
the General Assembly intended to dismantle the out
dated structures that impeded the establishment of a 
new system that would give more consideration to the 
legitimate .aspirations and interests of developing 
countries. 
308. Despite all those measures, the objectives are far 
from being achieved. Let us recall that those aims were: 
an increase of the order of 6 per cent in the global eco
nomic capability of developing countries; an increase of 
3.5 per cent in their gross national product; an increase 
of 4 per cent in agricultural production; an increase of 
8 per cent in their manufacturing output; and an 
increase of 7 per cent in their exports. 
309. In so far as official development assistance is 
concerned, it was to increase at 0. 7 per cent of gross 
national product but it increased only over the first five 
years of the Second Decade. Since that time, it has 
tended to decline. Similarly, for the countries of the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Develop
ment the rate of growth in official development assist
ance fell from 0.34 per cent in 1970 to less than 0.32 per 
cent in 1979. With regard to the Eastern countries, the 
rate has been only 0.03 per cent since 1976. 
310. Together with this difficult economic situation, 
the major strategic sectors, that is, food problems, 
energy problems, the question of raw materials, and 
international trade, have experienced a crisis that has 
had a considerable impact on world economic relations. 
Only an effort of considerable magnitude on our part 
will make it possible to readjust the situation in 
those sectors, which remain the nerve centres of any 
international development policy. 
311. An essentially agricultural country, the Upper 
Volta attaches high priority to the food sector. The 
society in the Upper Volta is 80 per cent composed of 
rural workers, who, often with o.utdated tools, draw 
their daily substance from a soil that is not particularly 
fertile. In view of this sociological fact, my Government 
made a choice-first, to feed man. It will therefore be 
understandable why our development is based on this 
major sector, which for a long time to come will condi
tion the fate of mankind. Unfortunately, we must 

remark that international co-operation in the food sec
tor is as yet insufficient because of the selfish policy of 
States, the inadequacy of the infrastructures and inap
propriate ·organization at the international level. For the 
world to survive, we should therefore design and imple
ment a global policy tilatwould not necessarily 
adversely affect the policies of national self-sufficiency 
in commodities. At the core of this inter-State co
operation, one might establish a .system of food reserves 
that would basically be designed to aid those countries 
that have been threatened by nat1,1ral disasters. 
312. Agriculture, perceived from the angle of produc
tion and processing,· immediately brings to mind the 
problem of energy. Everything has already been said 
concerning the energy crisis, which affects international 
economic relations. In our view, this crisis, which was 
created by a transitory political situation, can be tr1,1ly 
solved only by a reconsideration of hegemonic relations, 
that is, essentially by a redefinition of the terms of the 
dialogue. Producers and consumers must readapt their 
negotiating procedures so as to achieve a balance that 
will safeguard the legitimate interests of all. In any case, 
the non-oil-producing developing countries, whose oil 
bills are a serious burden on their national budgets, wlli 
not be able to bear the cost of a situation whose long
term effects on international relations may be fearsome. 
Faithful to its philosophy of seeking dialogue and dyna
mic compromise, the Upper Volta will support any pro
posal that will make it possible to resolve this vital 
question. This is why, at the Economic Summit Confer
ence of the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern
ment of the Organization of African Unity, held this 
year at Lagos, it firmly supported the idea of establish
ing an African energy commission. Such a commission, 
because of its well-founded opinions, ·suggestions and 
recommendations, might play a decisive role in a global 
reconsideration of energy policies. At the outset, this 
African initiative, should it be reflected in other regions 
of the world, might lead to a decisive settlement of the 
energy crisis. Other proposals should be considered at 
this special session, such as the establishment of a 
United Nations research institute on energy ques
tions, a stepping up of research projects with regard to 
alternative energy sources, and so forth. 
313. With regard to raw materials, one can never over
emphasize the deterioration in the terms of trade, a phe
nomenon that is outrageously unjust and, far from 
slowing down, is picking up pace in many areas because 
of the push of inflation and the economic recession. The 
Second United Nations Development Decade, which has 
just concluded, emphasized in particular this unequal 
situation. From such an angle, the negotiations under
taken by UNCTAD to establish a Common Fund for 
Commodities are supported by us in so far as the rele
vant interests of developing countries are safeguarded, 
taking into consideration their privileged position as the 
major producers of raw materials. 
314. In any case, only a new approach to international 
co-operation can make possible an equitable readjust
ment in trade relations between the industrialized coun
tries and the developing countries. By way of example, 
let me mention the case of my own country. 
315. From 1960 to 1977, the deficit in the Upper 
Volta's trade balance rose from $20 million-that is, 
4 billion CFA francs-to $185 million-that is, 37 bil
lion CFA francs. Such an unenviable situation can be 
explained basically by the implementation of outdated 
trade laws, which can be traced back to practices of 
another era. With regard to countries like the Upper 
Volta, this inequality becomes injustice in view of the 
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fact that the Upper Volta is land-locked and among the 
least . developed cou11tries. Situated 1 ,000 kilometres 
from·the sea and possessing a rudimentary communica
tions infrastructure, the Upper Volta encounters serious 
difficulties in transporting its merchandise. In certain 
cases, transportation costs represent more than 100 per 
cent of the cost of. the products themselves without 
taking into consideration the lengthy delays in trans
port. In view of this unfavourable geographical situa
tion, the climatic difficulties and the fact that we do not 
have much in the way of funds, the Government of the 
Upper Volta welcomes the General Assembly decision 
to convene a· United 'Nations Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries in 1981 [resolution 34/203]. May 
this meeting lead to concrete solutions that will make it 
possible for such countries to achieve progress towards 
development for the greater good of the peoples for 
whom they are responsible. 
316. In a time that is essentially characterized by tur
bulence and threats to peace, only the instinct for sur
vival has brought us here. We have come because we 
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feel that great cataclysms are on their way, announcing 
an uncertain future, because we are witnessing a pro
found questioning of the universal political .order and 

· envisage the need for a new international economic 
order. Our special session should open up perspectives 
that will comfort the millions of human beings who are 
still plagued by famine, ignorance and poverty. Our 
deepest wish, the wish of the Government and people of 
the Upper Volta, is that this session be truly crowned 
with success. 
317. In the tumult of men and events, mankind is inex
orably moving towards this great rendezvous with his
tory, a history that will no longer draw distinctions 
between the rich and the poor, but the history of a world 
freed from any. kind ofalienation, degradation, m!)tila-
tion ·and disregard for the human person. ·· 
318. The· Upper Volta will be ready for this great 
rendezvo.us with history. 
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