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In the period uhich has elapsed since the Soviet Union submi tte,1 its fifth 
:::ieriodic report, the principle of freedom and eq_uality of nations and of the 
eQ_uali ty of rights of citizens of different race 2_nc1 nationality has continued to 
be consistently applied, 

An outstanding event in the Efe of all -i;]1e nations and nationalities of the 
USSR •.ms the adoption in 1978 of ne,r Constitutions (Ft.md3111ental Laus) in all the 
15 Unj_on Republics and 20 Autonomous Republics of the multinational Soviet State. 
Expressing the will ancl interests of the peoples of tl1e vc~i'ious Republics, the 
constitutions reaffinned the volunta:cy na•:ure of the associc.tion of Soviet Socialist 
Republics with eC1_ual rightE; ir:: a cinc;lc 1.rnitc,1 nul tina~c;i_onal State founded on the 
principle of socialist federalism, as a result of ·che free self-detei,,1ination of 
no,tions. In the constitutions, the peoples of the Rc:Jublics, av,2-re the, t they form 
an intec;ral part of tJ1e Soviet people s.s a ,,hole, have emphasi~ed the historic 
signific2.nce of t11e fo:rnation of the Union cf Soviet Socialist Republics, uhich 
embodies the Sta/ce unity of t)_1G Soviet peo1Jle and c1raus all its nations and 
nationalities toe;ethor fo:c the purpose of jointly buildin[.; coDr-:.unism. The 
conctitutions :reflect the fundmnental cocial and economic c:'.-1anc;es •.rroueht in the 
national Republics durinG the ;/e2,rs of Soviet l}Ouer, the construction in them of a 
clevelopecl soci2,list society, and the f:ratei"112,l co-operation of the nations and 
nationalities of all the Republics. 

1./ li'or previous i~eports submitted by the Gove:."Dt1Gnt of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and the sm11m2-i'y- recoJ:x13 of meetinc;s of the Co;rrmi ttee at uhich 
such rei,orts vere considered, see: 

(1) 

( 2) 

( 3) 

(4) 

( 5) 

Initfa.l re1)ort ·· CbRD/C/R,3/Ac1d.12 (CIJR.,_1)/C/m?.,,tl ancl 56); 

Second l)eriodic report - CEPJJ/C/R,30/Adc1.19 (CE®/C/SR.137); 

Third periodic report - CE®/C/R.70/Adcl.12 (CEIID/C/SR,193); 

Pourth :perioclfc report - CI:JPJJ/C/I/.,90/Adc1,14 (CE?JJ/C/SR.298); 

1''ifth :periodic Teport - CE®/C/20/Acld.18 ( CERD/C/SR.412), 

GE,80-12315 
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The neu constitutions provide nunerous c:uarantces of national and racial 
ec;_u3,li ty and prohibii n2.tional and racial cti::icrmination in all its forr.is or 
manifestations, thereby demonstrating their unity uith the principles of the 
Constitution (mndamental Lau) of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Thu::i, article 32 of the Conotitution of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist 
Republic (RSFSR) provides: "Citizens of the RSFSR are equal before the law, without 
distinction of origin, social or property status, race or nationality, sex, 
education, langua0e, attitude to religion, type and nature of occupation, domicile, 
or other circunstances. 

Eq_uality of riGhts of citizens of the RSFSR is guaranteed in all fields of 
economic, political, social and cultural life. 11 The Constitution provides for 
equality of citizens not only before the lav but also before the court: "Justice 
is ac1ministerec1 in the TI.SFSR on the 1Jrinciple of the equality of citizens before the 
law and the court" (article 160). 

Similar provisions are contained in the corresponding articles of the 
consti tut:i_ons of all other Union anc1 Autonomous Republics. 

The principle of national and racial equality is also given concrete 
e::pression in other articles of the Republics' constitutions. Thus, article 34 
of the Constitution of the RSFSTI reads: "Citizens of the RSFSR of different races 
and nationalities have eq_ual rights. 

The exercise of these rights is ensured by a policy of all-round development 
and drauing together of all the nations anc1 nationalities of the USSR, by educating 
citizens in a spirit of Soviet patriotism and socialist internationalism, and by 
the possi1-Jility of using their native lancuage and the languages of other people of 
the USSR. 

Any direct or indirect limit~tion of the rights of citizens or establishment 
of direct or indirect privileges on c-rounds of race or nationality, and any 
advocacy of racial or national exclusiveness, hostility or conte~pt, are punishable 
by lau." 

Similar provisfons are included in the constitutions of all the other Republics. 

According to article 62 of the Constitution of the RSFSR and similar articles 
of the constitutions of all tl1e other Republics, it is the duty of every citizen 
of a Union or Autonomous Republic 11 to respect the national dignity of other 
citizens and to strengthen friendship amons tho nations and nationalities of the 
multinational Soviet State." 

DevelopinG the provisions of the Constitution of the USSR concerning the 
equality of rights of citizens of the USSR, the constitutions of the Republics 
include additional l)rovisions concerning the eciuali ty of rights of citizens of one 
Republic in the territory of another. Thus, article 31 of the Constitution of the 
RSFSR reads: 11 Citizens of other Union Republics in the territory of the RSFSR 
enjoy the same rights as citizens of the RSii'SR." 

Eq_uali ty of rights without distinction of nationality and race is guaranteed 
by all the constitutions not only to citizens of the Republics, \mt also to other 
persons in the territories of the Republics. i11or examrJle, article )5 of the 
Constitution of the RSFSR provides that: "Citizens of other countries and stateless 
persons in the RSPSR are guaranteed the rights and freedoms provided by laH, . 
including the right to apply to~ court antl other State bodies for the protection of 
their personal, property, family and. other rights." 
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Guarantees of national and racial equality are also provided in all the 
constitutions in connexion uith the specific richts and freedor1s granted to the 
citizens of each Republic. Thus, besides numerous other guarantees, the right of 
the citizens of the Republics to education is ensured by the "opportunity of beinc­
taught at school in their mother tongue 11 (article 43 of the Constitution of the 
PuSFSR and similar articles in the constitutions of other Union and Autonomous 
Republics). · The citizens of the Republics arc also guaranteed the right to address 
the court in their mother tonQle. Thus, article 171 · of the Constitution of the 
RSFSR provides: · "Judicial proceedings in the RSFSR are conducted in the Russian 
language or in the lancuage of the Autonomous Republic, autonomous region or 
autonomous area, or in the languaGe spoken by the ma jority of the people in the 
locality. Persons participatin0 in court proceedin0s ilho do not know the language 
in uhich they are being conducted shall be guaranteed the right to ·.become fully 
acquainted vith the materials in the case, the services of an interpreter during -
the proceedings; and the right to acldress the court in their mm language." A 
similar provision is to be found in tho constitutions of all the Republics. 

A nun1ber of other important legislative measures guaranteeinc the equality of 
rights of citizens of different races and rn1tionali ties and prohibi tin[s racial or 
national discrimination were enacted in the Soviet Union in 1978-1979. 

On 1 December 1978 the Supreme S-oviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics adopted a neu _\.et on Citizenship of the USSR, which entered into force 
on 1 July 1979. The principles of internationalism, humanism and democratism, 
vhich form the basis of lam, on Soviet citizenship, are further developed in this 
Act in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of the USSR. 

The preamble of the Act reads as follows: "The Soviet socialist national 
State protects the rights and freedoms of USSR citizens and guarantees their equal 
rights in all fields of economic, political, social and cultural life." 

Guaranteeing racial and national equality, the Act provides in article 1: 
"In accordance with the Constitution of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
uniform federal citizenship is established for the USSR. 

Every citizen of a Union Repubiic is a citizen of the USSR. 

USSR ·citizenship is equal for all Soviet citizens irrespective of the grounds 
upon which it ·has been acquired." 

In the USSR there are-no discriminatory conditions or limitations of any kind 
vith regard to questions relating to the acquisition of USSR citizenship. 
Article 15 of the Act provides: "Citizens of other countries and stateless persons 
my, .upon application, be e;ranted USSR citizenshil) in accordance with tlie present 
Act, irrespective of their race, nationality, sex, education, language or domicile." 

Under articles 1 and 26 of the Act, a decision by the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of a Union Republic to grant ·citizenship of that Union Republic to 
citizens of other countries or stateless persons having their permanent domicile 
in its territory signifies that they are ipso facto admitted to citizenship of the 
USSR •.. 

The Act does not establish any connexion behrnen the forfeiture of USSR 
citizenship and any circumstance relating to the r.::tce or nationality of the person 
concerned (articles 16-18 of the Act on Citizenship of the USSR). 



CDRD/C/66/1\.dd.14 
page 4 

The leg~l,guarantees of specific political, civil, social, economic and 
cultural rights· of USSR citizens have been improved through a number of new or 
revised legislative acts 11hich- thus help further to guarantee national and racial 
equality. 

On 6 July 1973 the Supreme Soviet of the USSR adopted the Act on Elections to 
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. On the basis of the USSR Constitution, the Act 
provides far-reaching guarantees of the electoral rights of Soviet citizens, 
excluding all. d_iscrimination on racial or national erounds from this as from other 
spheres of social life. 

The Act reaffirms the electoral principles uhich have long been in force in 
the USSR: 11 I11 accordance with the USSR Constitution, deputies to the Soviet of the 
Union and the Soviet of Nationalities of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR are 
elected on the basis of universal, equal and direct suffrace by secret ballot" 
(article 1). 

Guaranteeing universal suffrage, the Act provides: "Elections of deputies to 
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR shall be universal: all citizens of the USSR who 
have reached the age of 18 shall have the right to vote, with the exception of 
persons who have been legally certified insane. 

To be eligible for election. to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR a citizen of the 
USSR must have reached the age of 21. 

All direct or indirect limitations of the electoral rights of the citizens of 
the USSR based on origin, social or property status, race, nationality, sex, 
education, language, attitude tOirards religion, length of residence in a locality, 
or type and na~re of occupation, are prohibited" (article 2). · 

i!ith a view to guaranteeing universal and equal suffrage, the Act provides 
that members of electoral commissions, officials of State or public bodies who 
violate the Act, "as uell as persons "I-rho impede a USSR citizen in the free exercise 
of his right to elect or to be elected to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, shall 
bear the responsibil=i;.ty established by lawn (article 11). 

Laws concerning elections to Supreme Soviets of Republics and ·to local Soviets 
of People's Deputies, in which the above-mentioned principles of the Soviet 
electoral system and the electoral rights of USSR citizens are also reflected, were 
enacted in the USSR during the period under consideration. 

Ui th a view to bringing USSR legislation into line with the neu USSR 
Constitution, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR in 1979 revised the­
provisions of a number of Fundamental Principles of Legislation of the USSR and of 
the Union Republics, bearing in mind, inter alia, the need to guarantee national 
and racial equality. Thus, provisions of the. Fundamental Principles of Civil 
Procedure of the USSR and the Union Republics concerning the administration of 
justice. only by the court and on the basis of the equality of citizeris before the 
lau and the court have been redrafted in greater detail, to read as f ollo,vs: 
"Justice in civil cases is administered exclusively by the court and on the basis 
of principles of equality of all citizens before the la11 and the court, 1lithout 
distinction as to origin, social or property status, race, nationality, sex~ 
education, language; attitude to religion, type and nature of occupation, domicile, 
or other circumstances" (article 7). · 
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The equality of all USSR citizens in receiving an education is guaranteed 
irrespective of any of the above factors. A provision to that effect has been 
introduced in article 4 of the Fundamental Principles of Legislation of the USSR 
and the Union Republics on Public Education. 

The provisions of the "General ordinance on decorations, medals and -honorary 
titles of the USSR", approved on 3 July 1979 by decree of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, play an important role in educating USSR citizens in 
a spirit of friendship among all the nations and nationalities of the USSR and in 

_ a spirit of internationalism. The preamble of the "General ordinance" states that 
"It is the sacred duty of every citizen of the USSR ••• to consolidate friendship 
among the nations and .nationalit.ies of the multinational Soviet State ••• 
f:Ieritorious services in the struggle for pea,ce .ru1a. friendship among peoples ••• are · 
held in high regard and given recognition by the Communist Party and the Soviet 
State". An Order of the Friendship of Peoples has been instituted in the USSR as 
a reward for developing friendship and co-operation among peoples and for other 
meritorious:services (paragraph 14 of the "General ordinance"). The "General 
ordinance" also provides that: "Persons who are not citizens of the USSR, as well 
as enterprises, institutions, organizations and localities of foreign States may 
be auarded USSR State decorations" (article 3). 

A number of legislative measures newly enacted or revised in 1978-1979 impose 
on the appropriate State and public bodies and deputies the obligation to take the 
necessary steps consistently to guarantee racial and national equality and the 
observance of the rights and freedoms of all Soviet citizens. 

The Act on the status of people's deputies in the USSR, revised by the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR in April 1979, lists among the duties of deputies to 
all Soviets of People's Deputies, in particular, the provision of all possible 
assistance to the further strengthening of friendship among all the nations and 
nationalities of the USSR. Article 2 of the Act provides: "In his activities the 
deputy shall be guided by State interests and shall take account of the requirements 
of -the population of the electoral district as well as of the · economic, cultural, 
national or other particularities of the Union or Aut-onomous Republic, autonomous 
region or autonomous · area for which he has been elected or in the territory of which 
his electoral district is located11

• This provision corresponds to the requirements 
of article 1, paragraph 4; and article 2, paragraph 2, of the Convention. 

Guaranteeing the right of all USSR citizens, irrespective of their race, 
nationality or language, to information concerning the activities of the supreme 
body of State power of the USSR, the Regulations of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, 
adopted by the Supreme Soviet of the USSR on 19 April 1979i provide, in accordance 
with the USSR Constitution, that: "Laws of the USSR, decisions and other acts of 
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, and decrees and decisions of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR shall be published in the languages of the Union Republics 
not later than 7 days after their adoption over the signatures of the Chairman .and 
Secretary of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR" (article 66)~ 
"Verbatim records of sessions of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR shall be published 
in the languages of the Union Republics 11 

( article 68). 

The requirements of arti.cle -~' paragraph 4, and article 2, parac7aph 2, of the 
Convention are met by provisions of the "Decision on standing cormnissions of the 
Soviet of the Union and the Soviet of Nationalities of the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR11 , revised in April 1979, uhich stipulate.that: "In their activities, · standing 
commissions of the Soviet of the Union and .the Soviet of Nationalities shall 
proceed on the basis of the unity_ of interests of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and the Union Republics and the need for rational deployment of productive 
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forces, improved efficiency of public produption and quality of labour at all levels 
of the national economy, and integra-ood development ·and specialization of the 
economies of the Union Republics and ecopomic re{Sions, and shall also take into 
consideration the national and other particularities of the Union and Autonomous 
Republics, autonomous regions and autonomous areas 11 (article 3). 

The Act on the Council of I1inisters of the·USSR, adopted by the Supreme Soviet 
of the USSR in July 1978, lists 9mong the principal areas of activity of the Council 
of Ministers of the USSR 11 the f1,2rther strengthening of the unity- of all the country's 
nations and nationalities in building communism, safeguarding the combined 
interests of_ the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the Union Republics 11 and 
"raising the well-bein0 and culture of the people, protecting the rights and 
freedoms of citizens, and c~eating favourable conditions for the all-round 
development of the personality. 11 

The Act on the Supreme Court of the USSR, the Act on the Procurator's Office 
of the USSR and the Act on the Legal Profession in the USSR, ado:rited by the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR on 30 November 1979, do not contain any discriminatory 
limitations on the grounds of race, nationality or other circumstances for persons 
elected to the Supreme Court of the USSR, appointed as procurators or investigators 
uithin the Procur.ator's Office or admitted to the college of advocates. At the 
same time, these Acts provide that the activities of the above bodies are .directed 
towards guaranteeing socialist legality, the protection of the rights and freedoms 
of citizens, and the education of all citizens in a spirit of respect for the 
rights, honour and disnity of other persons. 

The study of Soviet law and its provisions concerning the equality of rights 
of all races and nationalities plays an important role in the education of Soviet 
citizens in a spirit of fraternal friendship among the peoples .of the USSR and in a 
spirit of proletarian internationalism. 

As stateq in previous report s of the USSR, questions relating to the struggle 
against racism and racial discrimination are included in the syllabuses of 
secondary schools and higher educational establishments throughout the USSR. 

As in the past, the periodic press and other information media in the 
Soviet Union are actively contributing towards educa ting the citizens of the USSR 
in a spirit of relentless opposition to racism and racial discrimination • 

. . The Soviet Union, ,n,ich fights consistently for the elimination of all fonn~ 
of racism and racial discrimination, participates actively in international forums 
aimed at the eradication of this shameful phenomenon. Soviet representatives 
recently participated in the work of the World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination, in the United lTa tions Seminar on Recourse Procedures Available to 
Victims of Racial Discrimination and in the United Nations Symposium on the 
Exploitation of Blacks in South Africa and Namibia and on Prison Conditions in 
South African Jails. 

Widespread public activity in support of the peoples struggling against 
colonialism and racism, racial. discrimination and apartheid continued in the 
Soviet Union .in 1978-1979~ 

Publio meetings and gatherings were held in many ci t _ies of the Soviet Union 
to mark the .International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(21 March) and the beginning of International Anti-Apartheid Year; A Week of 
Solidarity uith the Strugc;le of the Peoples of Southern Africa vas held from 
25 to 31 May. 
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Soviet public organizations took an actj_ve part in organizing expressions of 
solidarity with the struggle of the peoples of southern Africa ?-G'ainst racisn 
and apartheid: Zimbabwe Day on 17 H:1,rch, Day of Solidarity "\·ri th the. Strug5le of 
the Peoples of Southern Africa on 16 June, Southern Africa Freedom Day on 26 June, 
Namibia Day on 26 August, International Day of Solidarity uith Political Prisoners 
in Southern Afric;:i. on 11 October, Day of Heroes of Southern Africa on 16 December. 

Delegations of southern African national liberation or~anization □ - African 
lfational Congress (.A.NC), Patriotic Front of Zinbab•.re and S\TAPO - visited the 
Soviet Union and their leaders spoke at public meetings and gatherings. 

Soviet public organizations provided direct assistance to the national 
liberation movements of South Africa, Harnibia and Zimbabue. Students recommended 
by national liberation movements are studying in Soviet educational establishments 
on scholarships offered by Soviet pubEc organizations. Food, clothes, .other 
industrial goods, medicines, medical equipment, vehicles, ctc. are sent to the 
movements. In 1978-1979, for example, the Soviet Committee for Solidarity with the 
Countries of Asia and Africa provided such assistance to the Patriotic Front of 
Zimbabwe, the South \'Jest Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) and the African 
lfatio:nal Congress (AHC) of South Africa. 

Representativ_es of the Soviet public took an active part in international 
public meetings aimed at combating racism, including the International Conference of 
Activities of Non-Governmental Organizations Against Apartheid (Geneva, 1978), 
the International Solidarity Conference ui th the ,Jtruggle of the African and Arab 
People Against Imperialism and Reo,ction (Acldis Ababa, September 1978), the 
International Conference for the Liberation of Southei'TI Africa and Against Apartheid 
(New Delhi, September 1978), the International Conference on Solidarity ui th 
Front-Line States and Liberation Movements in Southern Africa (Lusaka, April 1979) 
and others. 

A number of international public meetings ,rnre also conducted in the 
Soviet Union. Thus, an international conference of lauyers entitled "The 
Elimination of Apartheid, a Vital Task for our Time" was held at Baku in 
September 1978. 

In May 1979, the Soviet Committee for Solidarity uith the Countries of Asia 
and Africa, together with the Africa Institute of the Academy of Sciences of the 
USSR and in collaboration with the United Nations Special Committee Against 
Auartheid, organized an international seminar at Alma-Ata on "The role of public 
opinion in support of the struggle of peoples of Southern Africa against racism, 
apartheid and colonialism,,. 

Representatives of over 30 countries, national liberation movements and 
international organizations as ,rell as Soviet and forcien scholars and public 
figures took part in the "l'rnrk of the seminar. The participants discussed the results 
of International Anti-Apartheid Year, questions concerning the activities of 
international and national public organizations relating to the implementation of 
United Nations decisions in support of the peoples of southern Africa, and measures 
in connexion ui th the political, economic, cultural and sports boycott of racist 
regimes. 

Soviet public organizations actively support the n.ctivities of the Afro-Asian 
Peoples' Solidarity Organization (i'i.APSO), the International Committee Against 
Apartheid, Racism and ColonL:tlism in Southern Africa and the International Commission 
for the Investigation of Racist and Apartheid Re0imes in Southern Africa. 
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Tl1e press, radio and television reeul~rl~ report the struggles of oppressed 

nconlcn for their independence an<l human d~IJ!1i ty and ~lay a major role ir1_ unn:a.sking 

;elides of raciso, racial discrimination and apartheia_. 

Ar, a fated ir. previous reports, the Sovie~ Union does not mainta~n any relations 

,· -1-h ci~t rerrimes The USSR has ahrays strictly observed and continues to 

1. l." ra ., b • • f t· u ' t d n t. a th 

observe the decisions and recoru:iendatlons o l1e ni e · a ions ana o er 

international bodies conoernin~ economic, diplomatic and other sanctions aimed 

~t the international isolation of r acist regimes. 

In 1979 a population census uas held in the Soviet Union. In accordance with 

the Fourth Coroittee's general recommendation on the elimination of racial 

discrir:lina tion, the results of the census are appended to thic report. 

The Ilussian lanQJ.age plays an important part in the unsuerving process of 

drm-ring tocether of all the Soviet peoples and of strengtheninc their frate.rnal 

fri~ndship and unity. In the census{ 153.5 ttillion persons no.med Russian as their 

native langua.Ge (1970, 141.8 million), includin0 137.2 million Russians and 

16.3 persons of other nationalities, In addition, 61.3 million persons stated that 

they speak Russian fluently as a second language (1970, 41, 9 million). 
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NATIOHAL COMPOSITION 

Breakdown of the population of the USSR 

., -· -- ~-by na-tionali·ty and native · tongue Y 

(Nationalities listed in order of size in 1979) 
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· " --- -----
Percentage j Percentage of the total number 

I Number of 
of each nationality 

persons indicating the ! of nersons 
I 

I of each language of their with E\ fluent command of a 

i Nationality 
nationality nationality as ! second language of a 

' (thousands) . their native 11eople of the USSR 

I ·- - . .. - ... . ... . language j 

I 
Russian I Other 

. - .. 
l i l i 1970 1979 1970 1979 ' 1970 1979 I 1970 1979 
' 

I f 

- . . ... . 
I 

I ! I : 

i:otal population . I I 

of the USSR 241 729 262 0.85 93 .. 9 93.1 17.3 23.4 4.2 4.7 

ussians · 129 015 137 397 99.8 ! 99.9 0.1 0.1 3~0 3.5 

/Ukrainians 40 753 42 347 85. 7 82.8 36. 3 49.8 6.0 7.1 

Uzbeks 9 195 12 456 98. '6 98,5 14.5 49.3 3.3 2,8 

Bye lorussians 9 052 9 463 80.6 74.2 49.0 57.0 7.3 11.7 

Kazakhs 5 299 6 556 98.0 97.5 41.8 52.3 1.8 2.1 

Tatars 5 931 6 317 89.2 85.9 62.5 68.9 5.3 4.9 

Azerbaidzhanis 4 380 5 477 90.2 97.9 16.6 29.5 2.5 2.0 

IArmenians 3 559 4 151 91.4 90.7 30.1 38. 6 6.o 5.7 

Georgians 3 245 3 571 98.4 98,3 21.3 26.7 1.0 0.9 

j foldavians 2 698 2 968 95.0 93.2 36.1 47.4 3.6 3.9 

Tadzhiks 2 136 2 898 98,5 97.8 15.4 29. 6 12,0 10. 6 

Li thuanians 2 665 2 851 97.9 97.9 35.9 52.1 1.9 1.5 

Turkmens 1 525 2 028 98-9 98,7 15.4 25. 4 ,• . 1.3 1.6 

Germans 1 846 1 936 66.8 57.0 59.6 51.7 1.1 1.1 

jKirghizes 
.1. 

l 452 1 906 98.8 97.9 19.1 29.4 3.3 4.1 

..Jews . ·2 151 1811 17.7 14.2 16.3 13.7 28,8 27.6 
i,..h /,. uvashes . · 1 694 1 751 86.9 81.7 58.4 64.8 5.5 5.5 
I 
1.?eoples of 
! ~aghestan, 1 365 1 657 96. 5 95. 9 41. 7 · 60. 3 8.9 8.3 

including: 
Avars 396· 483 97.2 97.7 37.8 59.3 5.7 6.0 

Lezgins 324 383 93.9 90.9 31~6 47.6 22.3 21.3 

Dargins 231· 287 9s.4 9s.3 43.0 64. 1 2.8 2.0 

I 
Kumyks 189 228 j 9s.4 98,2 57.4 72.6 1.2 0.8 

Laks 86 100 1 95. 6' 95.0 56.0 73.0 3.5 2.5 
I 

--· st t ::./ In the census, nationalities and languag-es were recorded on the basis of 

· a ements by the respondents. The nationality of children was indicated by the parents. 
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Nationality 

. . 

- . ·- - ~-

Tabasarans 
.Nogais 
Rutuls 
·Tsakhur~ 
'Aguls 

Latvians 
Ba:shkirs 
lvlardvins 
PO'les 
IE s tonians · 
Chechens 
Udtnurts 

. 1·1aris 
Ossetians 
Komis and 

Komi-Perrniaks, 
includint: 
Komis 
Komi-Permiaks 

Koreans 
Bulgarians 
Buryats 
Greeks 
Yakuts 
Kabardinians 
Karakal :paks 
Uigurs 
Gypsies 
Ingushes 
Gagauzes 
Hungarians 
Tuvinians 

NATIONAL COMPOSITION 

"Breakd:owrt of the population· of the--:USSR 
· by nationality and native ·tongue 

(continued) 

(Nationalities listed in order of size in 1979) 
. -- -r 

' Percentage Percentage of the total numbe i 
indicating the of persons of each nationalit 

Number of persons 
of each language of their with a fluent command of a 

nationality nationality as second language . of a 

(thousands) their native people of the USSR 

language I 

Russian l Other 

I 

I I I 

I 1970 .I 1970 I 1979 1970 i 1979 1970 1979 1971 
, i ... 

i I ! i 
' 7,1 I 

55 75 I 9s.9 97.4 31.9 I 59.0 10.2 
52 60 89,8 90.3 68. 5 75.6 1.1 l. ~ 

12 15 98,9 99.1 30.7 52.0 18.8 12 .J 
11 14 96.5 95.2 12.2 22.4 43. 5 - 48,1 
8.8 12 99.4 98.3 39.s 62.9 9.6 8,C 

l 430 1 439 95.2 95.0 45.2 56.7 2.4 2, 2 

1 240 1 371 66.2 67.0 53.3 64.9 2.6 2,8 

1 263 1 192 77,8 72. 6 65.7 65.5 8.1 7, 1 
1 167 1 151 32.5 29.1 37.0 44.7 12. 7 13.1 

1 007 1 020 95.5 95.3 29.0 24.2 2.0 1.9 

613 756 98.1 98, 6- 66.7 76.0 1.0 o. 1 
704 714 82.6 76.5 63.3 64,4- 6.9 6.4 I 

599· 622 91.2 86.7 62.4 69.9 6.2 5.5 
488 542 88. 6 88.2 58. 6 61.9 10.7 12.2 

475 478 83. T 76.5 64.8 64.4 5.2 5,8 

322 327 82,T 76.2 63.1 5. 4 5. 7 64,5 
153" 151 85.8 77,l 68. 5 64.3 4.6 6.0 

357 389 68. 6" 55.4 50. 3 47,7 1.7 2. 2 

351 361 73,1 68.0 58. 8 58.2 7,9 7,9 
315 353 92. 6 90.2 66.7 71.9 2. 7 2.:-

337 344 39,3 38.0 35.4 34.1 14.5 17,1 
296' 328 96.3' 95,3 41. 7 55.6 1. l 1.l 

280 322 98.0 
Q, t 

236 97,9 71.4 76.7 o. s 
10.& ! 303 96.6 ' 95.9 10.4 45.1 3.6 

173 211 9.0 ! 

175 209 
88. 5· 86.1 35.6 52.1 9,5 14, J 70.8 74.1 53.0 59.1 16. 4 

158 186 o.6 
157 173 

97.4 97,4 71.2 79.6 o.9 7 J 
166 93.6 89,3 63.3 68.0 8.6 

139 I 171 96.6 95.4 25.s 34.2 9.8 9.4 
166 98,7 o.i 

I 98.8 38,9 59. 2 0.4 



l 
I 

, ... ..... , .... 

Nationality 
! 

Peoples of the 
North, Siberia 
and the Far 
East, 
including: 
Nenets 
~venks 
Hants 
Chukotians 
tvens 
Hanays 
Koryal<:s 
Hansis 
D::>lgans 
ifivkh 
Selkups 
Ulchis 
Saarnis 
lide ge 
Bskimos 
Itelmens 
Oroches 
Y.ets 
:
1ganasans 
{11kagirs 
~leutians 

. i:egidal ... 
;3linyks "' 
-=ire1 · 
- 1ans 
::rachais 
-,man. 
• 1ans 
·1tds 

NATIONAL COMPOSITION 

CERD/C/66/Add.14 
:page 11 

Breakdown of the population of the USSR 
by nationality and native tongue 

· ( continued) · · 

(Naticnalities listed in order of size in 1979) 

Percentage Percentage of the total number 
Number of persons indicating the of persons of each nationality 

of each language of their with a fluent command of a 
nationality nationality as second lang~age of a 
(thousands) their native people of the USSR 

language I 

Russian I other 
I I 

I 
I ! 1970 I 1979 I 1970 1979 1970 1979 I 1970 1979 

' .. 
i 

... , .. . 

153 158 67.2 61.8 52.3 54.0 7.0 5.3 

29 30 83.4 80.4 55.1 64.2 3.3 3.0 

25 28 51.3 43.1 54.9 51.4 7.5 4.8 
21 21 68. 9 67.8 48.1 52.8 7.3 3.6 

lit 14 82.6 70.3 58. 7 61.3 4.8 2.9 
12 12 56.0 56.7 46.4 52.0 17.6 13.6 
10 10. 5 69. 1 55.8 58.0 49.4 9.4 7.4 

7.5 7.9 81.1 69. 1 64.3 60.8 5.5 5.0, 

7.7 7.6 52.4 49.5 38. 6 40.7 5.4 4.8 
4,9 5.1 89.8 90 .0 61.9 72.9 3.2 1. 6 

4-4. ,:; • 4 49.5 30. 6 43.8 26. 9 5.6 8.1 

4,3 3.6 51.1 56.6 40.8 46.6 8.6 4.4 

2.4 2.6 60.8 38.8 56.8 33.2 7.0 8.5 

1.9 1.9 56.2 53.0 52.9 49.7 9.3 9.9 
1.5 1. 6 55.1 31.0 46.0 26.5 10.l 7.3 
1.3 l r· 60.0 60.7 50. 5 53.7 3.4 5.8 

• :J 

1.3 1.4 35.7 24.4 32.5 20. 7 4.3 4.0 

1.1 1.2 48.6 40.6 44.4 20.4 6.6 7.2 

1.2 1.1 74.9 61.0 59.1 53.5 2.0 4.2 

1.0 0,9 75.4 90.2 40.0 71.3 15.7 2.2 

0.6 0.8 46.8 37.5 29.1 34.3 32.s 20.4 

0.4 0.5 21.8 17.7 18.8 15.0 1.8 9.6 

0.5 0.5 53.3 44.4 45.1 37.7 6.0 5.2 

137 147 91.7 91.3 81.l 84.1 1.5 1.0 

146 138 63.0 55.6 59.1 51.3 15.1 13.2 

113 131 98.l 97.7 67.6 75.5 1. 2 0.9 
16.3 119 129 63.9 41.1 28.5 48,4 14.0 

89 116 87.6 83.6 19.9 25.4 36. 2 40.7 
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l'TA'l'IONAL COMPOSITION. 

Breakdown. of. the p,)pula.t..i.,on.;_9.f the US3H 
by nrdic>n:.\li ty · .nd n, . .d:i.ve tonv.u.c 

(.continue d) 

.... -··- ··--·-··--·· ..... . _____ (llati::mal.Lt.i~fl.ted in. order .. .:-~f---si-:,,e .. in -1979) -----···· · -· ···· ---· · · ·- · 

Ifationali ty 

.Adygeians C 

Turks f 
Abkhazeians 
'Finns 
Khakasses 
Balkars -
Al tayans 
Dungans 
Cherkesses . 
Per.sians 
Abazins . 
Assyrians 
Tats 
Shors 
Other 
I nationalities I 
; , 

.Number of :i:;ersons 
of each 

natfonan +,y 
( thousrmd s) 

1970 1979 

l{)Q . , "1 ')9 J. , 

79 93 
83 91 
85 . I 77· 
67 . I 71 
60 66 · 
56 60 
39 52 
40 46 
28 31 · 
25 29 · 
24 25 
17 22 
16 16 

157 136 

Percentage 
inc1icating the 

language of their 
nationality as 

th0,i.r native 
- . .. - ----

Percentage of the total number. 
cf persons of each nationali tyl 

with a fluent command of a 
second la.~guage of a 

..... _ P:op}q of the USSR 
1 anguag, 1---------.,.--------

Russian - . !. Other 

1970 1979 1970 1979 1970 1979 

'· ). J ;, )· . . . ' J.. 

92.3 i 84.7 22.4 46.4 31.2 I 22. 3 : 
95.9 94.3 59. 2 73.3 2.8 i 3.0 \ 51.0 40.9 47.0 ! 39.9 s.5 

t 
9.0 

83.7 80.9 65.5 68. 3 3.4 

I 
3.0 

97.2 96.9 71.5 T{.4 2.5 1.4 
87.? 86.4 54.9 6B.7 t 3.2 2.4 
94,3 94.8 48.0 62.8 5.7 ! 3.9 . 
92.0 91.4 70.c 69. 6 2 r::; t 2. 3 I . .,, 
36. 9 · 30.7 33. 9 · 57.1 12.7 ! 10.6 
96.1 95.3 69. 5 75.4 6.1 I 4. 6 ! I 64.5 5,1. 9 46.2 · 41.7 I 14.7 21.4 
72.6 I 67.4 57.7 61.3 15.3 ! 13.5 

f 73. j · 61.2 59.8 · 52.6 5.9 ! 6.3 

qr 7 76 7 1 11 1 3 

I 64. 7 · 59.7 38.l 34.9 15.4 I 22.9 -I ! : 



Breakdown by nationality of the population 
. .... . o:t".ea:cb Uri.ion Republic - . . 

Union Republics and nationalities 

RSFSR 
Russians 
Tatars 
Ukrainians 
Chuvashes 
Peoples of Daghestan 
Bashkirs 
Nordvins 
Byel orussians: 
Chechens 
Jews· 
Udmurts 
Maris 
Kazakhs 
Komi~ and Kom,i-Periniaks 1 including: 

Komis 
Komi-Permiaks 

Armehians 
Ossetians 
Buryats 
Yaku'ts 
Kabardinians 
Ingushes 
Tu.vinians 
Peoples of the North 1 Siber{a and the Far East 
Azer.baidzhanis 
Kalmyks 
Karelians 
Karachaevans 
Gypsies 
Adygeians 
Moldavians 
Khak;asses 
Balkars 
Altayans 
Cherkesses 
Other nationalities 

Ukrainian SSR 
Ukrainians 
RussLms 
Jews 
Byelorussians 
Moldavians 
Poles 
Bule;arians 
Other nationalities 

-- r 
. i Thousands 

! 

137 410 
113 522 

5 011 
3 658 
1 690 
1 402 
1 291 
1 111 
1 052 

712 
701 
686 
600 
518 
466 
320 
146 
365 
352 
350 
327 
319 
166 
165 
155 
152 
140 
133 
126 
121 
107 
102 

69 
62 
59 
45 

1 675 

49 609 
36 489 
10 ,+72 

634 
406 
294 
258 
238 
818 
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l 
- j ·" 

I 

Percentage 
of total 

100 
8 2. 6 · 

3.6 
2.7 
1.2 
1.0 
0.9 
o.s 
o.s 
0.5 
0.5 
0.5 
0.4 
0.4 
0.3 
0.2 
0.1 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3 
0.2 
0.2 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.05 
0.04 
0.04 
0.03 
1.3 

100 
73.6 
21.1 
1.3 
0.8 
o.6 
0.5 
0.5 
1.6 

' I 

.1 
i 
I 
' i 
! 
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Breakdo:i.m . b, . na tianali .oL.the no ula., tion 
of each Union .. Republic _ 9ont ' d) 

Union Republics and nationalities 

Byelorussian SSR 
Byelorussians 
Russians 
Poles 
Ukrainians 
Jews· 
Other nationalities 

' Uzbek SSR 
Uzbe~s 
Karakalpaks 
Russj.ans 
Tatars 
Kaza!<hs 
Tadzpiks 
Koreans 
Kirgbizes 
Ukra,i.nians 
Jews. 
Turkmens 
Otber nationalities 

Kazakh SSR 
Kaza:khs 
Russians 
Ukrainians 
Tatars 
Uzbeks 
Byelorussians 
Uigurs 
Koreans 
Azerbaidzhanis 
Dungans 
Other nationalities 

Georgian SSR 
Georgians 
Ossetians 
Abkhazeians 
Armenians 
Russians 
Azerbaidzhanis 
Greeks 
Ukrainians 
Jews 
Kurds 
Other nationalities 

I 
L 

Thousands 

9 532 
7 568 
1 134 

403 
231 
135 

61 

15 389 
10 569 

298 
1 666 

649 
620 
595 
163 
142 
114 
100 

92 
381 

14 684 
5 289 
5 991 

898 
313 
263 
181 
148 
92 
73 
22 

1 414 

4 993 
3 433 

160 
85 

448 
372 
256 
95 
45 
28 
26 
45 

Percentage 
of total 

100 · 
79.4 
11.9 

4.2 
2. L'" 

1.4 
0.7 

100 
68. 7 
1.9 

10.8 
4.2 
4.0 
3.9 
1.1 
0.9 
0~7 
0.6 
o.6 
2.6 

100 
36.0 
40 .8 
6.1 
2.1 
1.8 
1.2 
LO 
o.6 
0.5 

. 0.2 
9.7 

100 
68 .8 
3.2 
1.7 
.9 .o .. 
7.4 
5.1 
1.9 
0~9 
o.6 
0.5 
0.9 



:Breakdown b nationalit 
· · of· ea:ch··Union: BE3public ·· 

I - ... ~- - --····· ·· -·- .-•~- .- ·· 

Union Republics and nationalities 

Azerbaidzhan SSR 
Azerbaidzbanis 
Armenians 
Russians 
Peoples of Dagbestan, including: 

Lezgins 
Av~rs 

Jews· 
Tatars 
Other nationalities 
Lithuanian SSR 
Li t .huanians 
Russians 
Poles 
Byelorussians 
Ukrainians 
Jews 
Other nationalities 
Moldavian SSR 
Moldavians 
Ukrainians 
Russians 
Gagauzes 
:Bulgarians 
Jews 
:Byelorussians 
Other nationalities 
Latvian SSR 
Latvians 
Russians 
Byelorussians 
Ukrainians 
Poles 
Lithuanians 
'Je\:rs . 
Other nationalities 
Kirghiz SSR 
Kirghizes 
Russians 
Uzbeks 
Ukrainians 
Tatars 
Uigurs 
Kazakhs 
Tadzbiks 
Other nationalities 

i 
I 
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p • • -- · ·- , . - • 

l Thousands Percentage 
I of total 

6 027 100 
4 709 7s.r 

475 7.9 
475 7!9 
205 3.4 
158 2.6 
36 o.6 
35 o.6 
31 0.5 
97 1.6 

3 392 100 
2 712 ·s-o;o . . 

303 8~9 
247 1-.3 
58 1.7 
32 0.9 . 
15 0.4 
25 .· o.~s . 

3 950 100 
2 526 63.9 

561 14.2 
506 12.8 
138 · 3.5 
81 2.0 
80 2.0 
11, 0.4 
44 1.2 

2 503 100 
l 3t.-f.. 53.7 

821 32.8 
112 4.5 

67 2.7 
63 2.5 

·-· .38 . . . .1.5 
28 1.1 
30 1.2 

3 523 100 
l 687 47.9 

912 25.9 
426 12.1 
109 3.1 

72 2.0 
30 O.B 
27 0.8 
23 0.7 

237 6.7 

. ·t 
; 
j 

i 



i 
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·_ J3reakclown-b -na-ti-cnali - - ef ·the· o ulation 
of e2-ch-Uni0n · Regµ,-blic---(cont I d 

! 
I 

Union:Republics and nationalities t Thousands , 
·- ·-- . --· -- - .. ! ..... .- ... ·--·--·----------· --· ·-- i• 

Tadzbik SSR 3 806 
.. 

- • I 

Tadz11iks 2 237 l 
Uzbeks 873 I 

I 
Russ·ians 395 I 
Tatars 80 

I Kirgbizes L~ 

Ukrainians 36 
Jews 15 I 
Turkmens 14 
Other nationalities 108 

Armenian SSR 3 037 
Armenians 2 725 
Azerbaidzhanis 161 
Russians 70 
Kurd·s 51 
Other nationalities 30 

Turkmen SSR 2 765 
Turkmens 1 892 
Russians 349 
Uzbeks 234 
Kazakhs 80 
Tatars 40 
Ukrainians 37 
Armenians 27 
Azerbaidzhanis 2L1, 
Other nationalities 82 

Estonian SSR · 1 465 
Estonians 9,]8 
Russians ,409 
Ukrainians 36 
]yelorussians 23 
Jews 5 
Other nationalities 44 

Percentage 1 

of total l 
. . -- -·- ----- ·-- ~---: 

100: .:-- ... .-. 

58 .8 
22.9 
10.~. 

2.1 
1.3 
0.9 
0.4 
0.4 
2.8 

100 .. 

89.7 
5.3 
2.3 

· 1. 7 
1.0 

100 
68 .4 
12. 6 
8.5 
2.9 
1.5 
1.3 
1.0 
0.9 
2.9 

100 
6L~~1 
27.9 
2.5 
1.6 
0.3 
3.0 




