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Chapter 1

MATTERS CALLING FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION

A. Draft resolutions

1. The Committee on Natura1 Resources recommends to the Economie and Social
Oounci1 the adoption of the fo11owing draft reso1utions:

DRAFT RESOLUTION 1

Water resources and progtess in the imp1ementation
of the Mar deI Plata Action Plan*

The Economie and SOCial Counci1,

Reca11ing its reso1utions 1979/67, 1979/68 and 1979/70 of 3 August 1979,
1981/80 of 24 Ju1y 1981, 1983/57 of 28 Ju1y 1983 and 1985/49 of 25 Ju1y 1985,
concerning the implementation of the Mar del Plata Action Plan, 1/

Recalling a1so its reso1ution 1981/81 of 24 Ju1y 1981, concerning
co-operatiye measures among international river and lake organizations and
telated actiYities within the United Nations system,

Noting that the Interregional Symposium on Improved Efficiency in the
Management of water Resoutces: Follow-up to the Mar del Plata Action Plan was
conyened by the Sectetary-Genera1 in New York fr~ 5 to 9 January 1987 in
order to reYiew the recommendations of the United Nations Water Conference ten
years after the Conference,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the oral report on the conclusions
reached at the Interregional Symposium on Improved Efficiency in the
Management of Water Resources: Follow-up to the Mar del Plata Action Plan,
made before the Committee on Natural Resources at its 196th meeting, on
14 April 1987, by the representative of the United Nations SecretariatJ

2. Requests the Secretary-General ta circula te for the information of
Goyernments the final report of the SymposiumJ

3. Requests the secretary-General ta submit to the Committee on Natural
Resources at its eleventh session, together with the report on the follow-up
of the Mar de1 Plata Action Plan, a supp1ementary report that wou1d inciude
the follow ing:

(a) Views of Goyernments on the report of the SymposiumJ

* For the discussion, see chap. II be1ow.

11 Report of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar de1 Plata,
14-25 March 1977 (United Nations publication, sales No. E.77.II.A.12), chap. 1.
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(b) Developments in co-operative action undertaken in the field of
shared water resources, including specific items on co-operative action to
reduce land degradation and desertificatian, to establish and make operational
a hydrometeorological data collection netWork and publicize the data, to
alleviate flood risks, and ta prevent and control transboundary pollutionl

4. Invites all Governments ta continue and possibly increase their
efforts to train personnel in technical and managerial skills, g1ving due
regard ta the role of women in water resources development and managementl

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with regional
commissions and organizations of the United Nations system, ta report ta the
Committee at its eleventh session on progress in formulating proposals for a
comprehensive strategy ta implement the Mar del Plata Action Plan during the
decade 1991-2000 and to include an assessment of these proposals as they
relate to the activities of the United Nations system.

DRAFT RESOLUTION II

Trends and salient issues in mineral resources*

The Economic and Social Oouncil,

Recalling its resolutions 1985/47 on small-scale mining, 1985/48 on
mineral resources and 1985/54 on the rationalization of the wark of the
Oommittee on Natural Resourees, all of 25 July 1985,

Recognizing the effective contribution of the mineral resources sector to
the economies of developing countries,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on trends and salient
issues in mineral resources, l/

Also taking note of the section on mineral resources, of the note by the
Secretary-General on issues in natural resources and energy for consideration
in the preparation of the medium-term plan for the period 1990-1995, 1/

1. Decides that the Oommittee on Natural Resourees, at its eleventh
session, shall g1ve pr10rity consideration to mineral resources, subject to
the concerns expressed in paragraph 3 of Economic and Social Oouncil
resolution 1985/54,

2. Also decides that, within the overallsubject of mineral resources,
special attention shall be given ta small-scale mining, as defined in Oouncil
resolution 1985/47, /

*
y

1/

FOr the discussion, see chap. III below.

E/C.7/1987/8.

E/C.7/l987/CRP.l, sect. II.
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3. Requests the Secretary-General ta prepare a report on small-scale
mining prospects in developing countries, as called for ln resolution 1985/47,

4. Also requests the Secretary-General ta submit to the Oommittee at
its eleventh session a report on trends and salient issues ln the mineral
sector, giving special consideration to cost-saving technologies in the mining
industry and prospects for geolO9ica1 exploration in developing countries,
with due regard ta the developnent of industc1al minerals.

DRAP'!' Rl!SOLUTION III

New techniques, including remote sensing, for identifylng,
exploring for and assessing natural resources·

The Economie and Social Council,

Recalling Economie and Social Oouncil resolution 1985/50 of 25 July 1985
on the application of microcomputer technology in the-development of vater,
energy and mineral resources,

Recalling alsa General Assembly resolution 41/65 of 3 December 1986 on
princip1es relating to remote sensing of the Barth fram outer space,

Recognizing that ln order to optimize utilization of satellite remete
sensing developing countries require facilities and better access ta data
through an information referral system containing information on remote
sensing data and on how to gain access ta such data,

Oonsidering also that developing countries need to be apprised of the
limitations and opportunities of commercial and non-eommercial hardware and
software systems for digital processing of remote sensing data and of
procedures for obtaining access ta such systems,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the application of
microcomputer technology in the assessrnent, development, and planning of
natural resources: water, energy and mineral resources, ~I

1. Takes note of the conclusions and recommendations contained in the
report of the Secretary-General, y

2. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, within existing
resources, a feasibility study on the establishment of an information ref~rral

system, showing area, coverage, type of data, quality, and how, and where to
secure imagery and other relevant information that can guide users in the .cet
efficient way to obtain remote sensing data and ta sOOmit the study ta the
Commlttee on Natural Resources at its eleventh session,

3. Also requests the Secretary-General ta establish, within existing

•
il

POr the discussion, see chap. V below.

E/C.7/l987/3.
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resources, a remote sensinq library and referral system to provide users with
guidance on available commercial and non-commercial hardware and software
systems for diqital processinq and analysis of remote sensinq data,

4. Purther requests the Secretary-General to convene, within existinq
resources, a small qroup meetinq of experts in hardware and software systems
for remote sensinq to assess properly the constraints and capabilities of such
systems and provide the Oommittee and user countries, especially developinq
countries, with the results of that technoloqy assessment meeting.

DRAF'l' RESOLO'1'ION IV

Application of microcomputer technology in the assessment
and development of natural resources and energy*

The Economic and Social Oouncil,

Recalling Economic and Social Oouncil resolution 1985/50 of 25 July 1985
on the application of microcomputer technoloqy in the development of water,
enerqy and Mineral resources,

Mindful of the acceleratinq pace of progress in microcomputer technology
and its application to the assessment, planning and development of natural
resources and energy,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General concerninq the
application of microcomputer technology in the assessment, planning and
development of natural resources: water, energy and mineral resources, ~

1. Takes note of the conclusions and recommendations contained in the
report of the Secretary-General, il

2. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify his efforts to promote
the transfer and dissemination to the developing countries, of microcomputer
technoloqy for the assessment, planninq and development of water, enerqy and
mineral resources,

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the Oommittee on
Ratural Besources at its eleventh session on the proqress achieved in the
Implementation of these recommendations and in the application of
microcomputer technology,

4. Requests the Secretary-General to establish a software reference
library comprising a collection of software packages developed by various
orqanizations of the United Nations system and references to software packaqes
available in the commercial and public sectors for use in the exploration for
and development and management of natural resouroes and to distribute software
to developing countries through application-oriented workshops, seminars and
training courses, to be orqanized at the regional or country level, preferably
ln developinq countries.

* ~r the discussion, see chap. V below.

E/C.7/l987/3.
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DRAP'l' RBSOLV'l'ION V

united Nations Revelving Pond for Natural Resourees Exploration*

The Economie and Social CouneU,

RecalUnq General Asse1Dbly resolution 3167 (XXVIII) of 17 December 1973
and Bcono1Die and Social Cauneil resolution 1762 (LIV) of 18 May 1973,
coneerninq the establlsh1Dent of the United Nation. Revelvinq Fund for Natural
Resourees Ex1:)loration, ....

Reca111nq also General A.se1Dbly resolution 33/194 of 29 Januarv 1979 on
1Dultilatera1 d~velopment assistance for the exploration of natural resourees,

Reoognizinq the importance of the Pond as an effective instrument for
assistina deve10pinq eountries in the development of their natural reBOUrees,

Expressing caneern at the very 1imited financia1 eapaeitv of the Fund to
fu1fil its mandate,

1. Takes note of the aehieveaent. and continuinq efforts of the United
Netions Revolving Fund for Natural ReBOurees Exploration in the fields of
1Dineral and qeothermal enerqv exploration,

2. Weleomes the further efforts of the Pond to promote pre-investment
follow-up ta its suceessful mineral discoverie., in close ca-operation vith
recipient Governments,

3. Reeoqnizes the urgent need to increase finaneial support for the
Pond bv means of voluntary contributions BO that it uv fulfil Us mandate,

4. Weleomes the further efforts made bv the Fund to seek co-finaneinq
partners as a means of expandinq its immediate fundinq eapaeity to meet the
demands for projects.

DRA1"T RESOLUTION VI

Permanent soverei,nty over natural reBOurees**

The Economie and Social Couneil,

Recoqnizing the problems that the present international economie
situation causes' all countries, in partieu1ar the developinq eountries,

Noting the importance for all countries, in partieular developinq
countries,.to make oDtimua eeon01l1e use of their natural resourees in order to
strenqthen their ecanomie development,

* For the discussion, see eha~. VI below.

** For the discussion, see chao. VII belav.
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Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on permanent
sovereignty 0ger natural resourees 6/ and the comments made thereon by the
Commlttee on Natural ReBOUrees at its tenth session,

Taking into account the work done in other forums of the United Nations
system regarding permanent sogereignty oyer natural resources,

1. . Reaffirma the importance of the ongoing work of the Commission on
Transnational Corporations en a code of eonduct on transnational corporations
as it relates to natural usourcesl

2.
permanent
Re80urees
Commlttee

Requests the Secretary-General to submit a concise report on
s0gereignty 0ger natural resources to the Committee on Natural
at its elegenth session, beating in mind the commente made by the
at its tenth session.

DRAFT RESOLUTION VII

Co-ordination of programmes within the united Nations
system in the field of natural resources*

The Economie and SOCial Council,

Baying receiYed the report on programme actiyities of the United Nations
system in the field of natural resources, y

Bearing in mind the gery broad range of actiYities proposed for the
united Nations in preparation for the medium-term plan for the period
1990~199S, !I .

Con9inced of. the need to incuase the effectiyeness and releyance of the
wark of the United Nations system,

Concemed that the docwuentation prepared for the tenth session of the
Committee on Natural Resourees vas insufficient to allow the Committee to
pr09ide guidance on the programming and implementation of actiyities in the
united Nations system for the degelopment of natural resources, as called for
in its terms of reference,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to sübmit to the Oommittee on Natural
ReBOUrces at its elegenth session a report containing an oyerYiew of the
actiyities of the united Nation system in water, mineral and energy resources,
identifying the organs or units vithin the united Nations system mandated to
carry out work in these fielda and assessing the extent to which the
guidelines proyided ~ the Committee have been followed,

*
!I

1/

!/

For the discussion, see chaps. VIII and IX below.

B/C.7/l987/2.

B/C.7/1987/7.

See E/C.7/1987/CRP.l.
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2. Requests the Secretary-General to ldentify in tbis report the
existing priorities and objectives for the work of the United Nation syst.. 1ft
the field of natural resources.

B. Draft decision

2. The Committee on Natural Resourees reeommends to the Economie and SOCial
Couneil the adoption of the fo11owing draft decision:

Report of the Committee on Batural Resourees on its tenth
session and provisional agenda and documentation for the

eleventh session of the Committee

The Economie and Social Couneila

(a) Takes note of the report of the Committee on Natural Resourees on
its tenth session,

(b) Approves the provisional agenda and documentation for the eleventh
Bession of the Committee set' out below,

(c) PUrther decides that the comBdttee shall give priority to ~he

question of mineral resources at its eleventh session,

(d) Request8 the Secretary-General, in preparing the documentation for
the e1eventh session of the Committee, ta pay SPeCial attention ta the
priority subject of mineral resources, bearing in mind Couneil tesolutions
1957 B (LIX), 2116 (LXIII), 1983/59, 1985/53 and 1985/54.

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE ELEVEN'Œ
SESSION OF THE CCMMI'l'TEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES

1. Election of offieere.

2. Adoption of the agen~ and other organizational aatters.
1

,1

3. Mineral resourees.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on trends and salient issues in mineral
resourees (Council resolution 1761 B (LIV) and draft resolution II)

Report of the Secretary-General on prospects for small-scale minin9 in
developing countties (Couneil resolution 1985/47 and draft resolution II)

4. Energy resources.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on trends and salient issues ln energy
resourees (Couneil resolution 1761 B (LIV»
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s. Water resourcesl progless in the Implementation of the Mar del Plata
Action Plan.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on progress made by Governments and the
organizations of the United Nations system in the implementation of the
Mar del Plata Action Plan (General Assembly resolution 34/191 and draft
resolution 1, operative para. 5)

Report of the Secretary-General on improved efficiency in the management
of water resources and on developments in co-operative action in the
field of shared vater resources (draft resolution 1, operative para. 2)

6. New techniques, inc1uding remote sensing, for identifying, exploring for
and assessing natural resources.

DoCumentation

Report of the Secretary-General on the application of microcomputer
technology in the assessment, planning and development of natural
resources: vater, energy and mineral resources (draft resolutions 111
and IV)

7. United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resoucces Exploration.

Documentation

Report of the Mministrator of the United Nations Developnent Program_
- on the United Nations Revo1ving Fund for Natural Resources Exploration

(Council resolution 1762 (LIV»

8. Permanent sovereignty over natural resources.

DoCumentation

Report of the Secretary-General on permanent sovereignty over natural
resources (Council resolution 2120 (LXIII) and draft resolution VI)

9. Co-ordination of programmes within the United Nations system in the field
of natural resources and biennial programme of work and priorities of the
United Nations.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on United Nations and releted activitie.
in mineral resources (cOuncil resolution 1985/53)

Report of the Secretary-General on the actlvities of the United Nations
system in vater, mineral and energy resources (Council resolution 1985/54
and draft resolution VII)

10. Provisional agenda for the twelfth session of the Committee.

11. Adoption of the report of the Committee on its eleventh session.
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C. Decisions of the Committee brought ta the attention of the COuncil

3. The following decisions of the Committee are brought to the attention of the
Council:

Decision 10/1. Reports considered in oonnection with
the question of water resources

At its 196th meeting, on 14 April 1987, the Committee took note of the
following reports:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the progress achieved and
prospects in the Implementation by Governments of the Mar de1 Plata Action
Plan (E/C.7/l987/4),

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on financing of water resources
development (E/C.7/l987/S),

(c) Report of the Economie Commission for Afdca on the review of the
situation with regard ta the development of water resources in the drought
stricken countries of the African region (E/C.7/1987/6),

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on programme activities of the
United Nations system in the field of natura1 resources (E/C.7/1987/7).

Decision 10/2. Report of the Secretary-General on trends
and salient issues in the development of
energy resources

At its 196th meeting, on 14 April 1987, the Committee took note of the
report of the Secretary-Genera1 on trends and salient issues in the
deve10pnent of energy resources (E/C.7/1987/9 and COrr.l).

Decision 10/3. Report considered in connection with the question
o~co-ordinationof programmes within the United
Nations system in the field of natura1 resources

At its 196th meeting, on 14 April 1987, the Committee took note of the
report of the Secretary-Genera1 on co-ordination and co-operation in water
resources deve10pnent (E/C.7/1987/10).

Decision 10/4. Review of the functioning of the
Oommittee on Natural Resources

At its 198th meeting, on lS April 1987, the Oommittee decided to submit
to the Special Commission of the Economie and Social Council on the In-depth
Study of the United Nations Intergovernmental Structure and Functions in the
Economie and SOCial Fields the review of the functioning of the Committee set
out be1ow, together with'the related chapter of its report on its tenth
session (chap. X).
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Review of the functioning of the Comrnittee on Natural Resources

1. Pursuant to Economic"and Social Council decision 1987/112, the Committee
on Natural ReBOurces, at its tenth session, conducted an in-depth and
extensive review of the rnanner in which it was carrving out its mandate, its
relationship te other bodies of the United Nations system, and the nature and
structure of the secretariat support available to the Oommittee.

2. The Committee vas unanimous in its view that the sub;ect-matter with
which lt dealt, namelv the exploration, development and management of energy,
mineraI and vater reSQurces, was of vital importance to aIl Memher States and
particularlv te the economic development prospects of the developing
countries. There was general consensus on the need to increase the
'effectiveness of the existinq intergovernmental machinerv within the United
Nations BO as to promote international co-operation in those key sectors,
provide both a technical and a policy forum to examine critical issues, and
provide quidance te Memher States, United Nations bodies and organizations,
and specialized aqencies, on programmes and activitles that should he
undertaken bO increase the effectiveness of exploration, development and
management of natural resources in the developing countries. The Committee
draws the attention of the SPecial Commission of the Economic and Social
Council on the In-depth Studv of the United Nations Intergovernmental
Structure and Fonctions in the Economic and Social Fields to the fact that the
Committee has heen instrumental in launching a number of initiatives in the
natural reBOurces sector that remain important contributions to the vork of
individuel Member States and to the international communitv as a whole. These
have included the United Nations Water Conference, the follow-up to the Mar
deI Plata Action Plan, ~ the establishment of the United Nations Revolvinq
Pund for Natural ReBOurces ExPloration, and the convening of the United
Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energv and its adoption of
the Nairobi Programme of Action for the Development and Utilization of New and
Renewable Sources of Energv. 10/

. -
3. The committee reviewed its mandate, and the concerns expressed bv its
members are reflected in the report of the Committee on its tenth session (see
chap. X be1ow).

1. POSSIBLE MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE COMMI'l'TEE' S
WORK AND IMPLEMENTATION OF l'l'S MANDATE

4. . Members of the Committee expressed the view that the Committee's mandate
and its contributions continued to he of central importance to their
Governments, especia11y those of deve10ping countries. They asserted that no
other body in the United Nations system had been entrusted vith the mandate of
the Committee. There was unanimous opinion that the functioning of the
Committee needed to he and could be improved, inter alia, by the followlnq
lIleasures:

!/ Report of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar deI Plata,
14-25 March 1977 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.71.II.A.12), chap. 1.

1&1 Report of the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of
Energy, Nairobi, 10 to 21 August 1981 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.81.I.24), chap. l, sect. A.
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(a) Actions taken by the Committee shou1d be given proper follow-up by
Governments, other United Nations principal bodies such as the Economie and
Social Oounci1 and the General Assemb1y, and the governing bodies of the
specia1ized agencies concerned,

(b) There shou1d be increased participation by experts from States
members of the Committee, and ways shou1d he sought ta coyer the costs of the
participation of experts fram the deve10ping countries;

(c) The agenda shou1d be streamlined,

(d) The contents and themes of reports to he considered by the Committee
shou1d he examined in the 1ight of current global concerns re1ating to the
natura1 resources sector, the needs of deve10ping countries and the
requirements for faci1itating increased international co-operation,

(e) The quality of reports shou1d be improved and they should be made
more relevant to the work of the Oommittee,

(f) More attention shou1d he devoted to evaluating Secretariat
programmes and ta sectora1 priorities and the Committee shou1d more active1y
assert its ro1e in providing substantive guidance to the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination and the Economie and Social Council on priorities
for United Nations activities in the natural resources and energy fields,

(g) Documents should he received at 1east three months in advance of the
Oommittee's sessions so that they may be properly studied by experts in
capita1s,

(h) The possibi1ity shou1d be exp10red of increasing the number of
seminars and symposia held inter-sessiona11y, and the Committee shou1d receive
their reports, which shou1d contain more concise recommendations for action
for consideration by the Oommittee at its biennia1 sessions,

(i) Every effort should he made to ensure that sessions of the
Committee, when schedu1ed and subsequent1y convened, do not coincide with
other high-priority intergovernmenta1 meetings that strain governmenta1
servicing capabi1ities,

(j) There shou1d he effective and full participation of United Nations
organizations, particu1ar1y the regiona1 commissions, since budgetary
provision has heen made for their participation in the biennia1 sessions of
the Oommittee,

(k) Representatives of the specia1ized agencies shou1d participate more
fu11y and effective1y in the work of the Committee,

(1) The Committee should provide c1ear directives to the Secretariat on
the content and approach expected in reports, as we11 as on the format of
recommendations;

(m) The in-session working procedures of the Committee should he
reviewed with a view to maximizing the effectiveness of deliberations and the
results,

-11-



(n) Criteria should be developed for the periodic review of the work of
the Committee and the implementation of its decisionsl

(0) The possibility of streamlining the secretariat support structures
servicing the Committee should be studied.

II. RELATIONSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES
TO OTHER BODIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

s. The issue of the Committee's relationship to other bodies of the system
received considerable attention. Members were of the view that the need to
provide adequate intergovernmental leadership and guidance for the activities
of the United Nations in the imPOrtant field of natural resources eemained as
valid as it had been in 1970, when the Economie and Social Council established
the Committee. While it was recognized that othee intergovernmental bodies in
the United Nations, as weIl as the governing bodies of a number of specialized
agencies, dealt with certain aspects of natural resources and energy issues,
it was not clear to what extent the work of those bodies duplicated or
overlapped with the work of the Committee. In that connection, it was noted
that the Secretariat had been requested to prepare, for consideration by the
Committee at its eleventh session, an analytical report on the activities of
the United Nations system in the field of natural resources.

6. The Committee recognized the need to continue to carry out its mandated
role as a formulator of general policy guidelines for the United Nations
system and as an adviser to the Economie and Social Council on programming the
activities of the United Nations in the field of natural resources. In
providing guidance, the Committee should articulate basic principles, measures
to be undertaken by Member States, measures to be undertaken by the other
organizations of the United Nations system, and objectives and priorities in
the fields of water, energy and mineraI resources. The Committee's actions
had led to the convening of the United Nations Water Conference and its
adoption of the Mar deI Plata Action Plan, and the convening of the United
Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy, and its adoption of
the Nairobi Programme of Action. The Mar deI Plata Action Plan and the
Nairobi Programme of Action still stood as comprehensive policy guidelines in
their respective sectors and served as frameworks for action by Governments
and the organizations within the United Nations system concerned. In recent
years, there had emerged a broader recognition among members of the Committee
that perhaps it had devoted a greater amount of its attention to technical
developnents.

7. The deliberations at the Committee's tenth session seemed to manifest a
greater awareness among members that the changing circumstances in the world
economy, the place of natural resources in economic development, and the
requirements for a more prudent use of financial resources within the
Organization aIl suggested the need for a higher degree of input fram the
Committee on substantive programming and on issues of co-ordination 
functions which in the past and under different circumstances, the Oommittee
had not been able to assume. There was a consensus in the Committee that
assisting the cornmittee for Programme and Co-ordination and the Economie and
SOcial Council in determining priorities for the programme activities of the
United Nations system was clearly one of the Committee's major mandates and
required intensified efforts. It was recognized that the Commi~tee should
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continue to be the principal co-ordinator of activities in the field of
natural resources. There was a consensus that Member States needed to follow
up the work of the COmmittee in the principal bodies, such as the Economie and
Social COuncil, more effectively than they had in the pasto It was also
generally consiBered important for the COmmittee, in carrying out its mandate,
to have information on the relevant activities of the regional commissions
included in its documentation. Whil~ recognizing the complexity of the
structure of the United Nations system, several members expressed concern over
the apparent lack of interest and representation in the COmmittee on the part
of the specialized agencies.

III. SECREl'ARIAT SUPPORT SERVICES

8. There was unanimous agreement that the secretariat servicing of the
Committee required improvement. The late receipt of documents in the capitals
of member countries severely hampered preparations for the Committee's
sessions. As a result of the adoption of General Assembly res01ution 32/197,
the Committee was being serviced by two substantive departments of the United
Nations Secretariat and one technical-servicing office. The COmmittee
considered the situation confusing, and members were of the view that the
arrangements did not faci1itate the most effective servicing of the
COmmittee. SomeCommittee me~rs expressed the view that the Committee
should he serviced by on1y one Secretariat unit.
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Chapter II

WATER RESOURCES: PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE MAR DEL PLATA ACTION PIAN

4. The Committee considered item 3 of its agenda at its l87th to l89th, 193rd and
196th meetings on 6, 7, 9 and 14 April 1987. It had before it the following
documents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the progress achieved and prospects in
the implementation by Governments of the Mar del Plata Action Plan (E/C.7/l987/4)1

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on financing of water resources
development (E/C.7/l987/S)1

(c) Report of the Economie Commission for Afr ica on the review of the
situation with regard to the development of water resources in the drought-stricken
countries of the African region (E/C.7/l987/6)1

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on programme activities of the United .
Nations system in the field of natural resourees (E/C.7/1987/7).

The report of the Interregional Symposium on Improv~d Efficiency in the Management
of Water Resourees: Follow-up to the Mar del Plata Action Plan, held in New York
from 5 to 9 January 1987, was circulated for information.

5. The Under-Secretary-General for Technical Co-operation for Development said
that the decision of the Committee to examine water issues in depth at its tenth
session s~emed to be particularly timely, since the session.coincided almost
exactly with the tenth anniversary of the United Nations Water Conference, held at
Mar del Plata, Argentina, on 14-25 March 1977. The Mar del Plata Action Plan,
adopted by the Conference and subsequently approved by the General Assembly, had
provided basic guidelines to Governments and to the international community at
large on the actions that would be required to deal with existing or potential
water shortages, particularly in developing countries. His Department had recently
organized the Interregional Symposium on Improved Efficiency in the Management of
Water Resources, whlch dealt with five selected areas of water resources
management: flnanclal resourcesJ human resourceSI technology, water quallty, and
natural hazards (floods and droughts).

6. The Under-Secretary-General for International Economie and Social Affalrs sald
that the task of the international communlty with regard to water resources
deve10pment was monumental. At the end of the International Drinklng Water Supply
and Sanitation Decade in 1990, a large number of developing countries would
continue to face serious prOblems ln providing safe water supply and sanltation to
the urban poor and rural areas. Drastic measures would be needed te generate the
financial resources necessary to bring about the kind of development envisaged at
the Water Conference.

7. The Director of the Natural Resources and Energy Division of the Department of
Technical Co-operation for Development said that the Department's activities since
the Conference had been mainly in the field of ground-water exploration and
development for rural water supply, especially in Afrlca. A related area of
emphasis had been the mitigation of natural disasters, such as droug~ts and floods,
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through various activities, including well-drilling and the creation of oases in
the desert. In the future, the Department would focus on assisting Governments in
better management of ground-watet resources; rehabilitation of existing
infrastructures, disaster mitigation, including better communications systemsJ and
planning for international aquifers and river basins, including control of
transboundary pollution and flood-warning systems.

8. The representative of the Department of International Economie and Social
Affairs introduced the reports of the Secretary-General on progress achleved and
prospects in the implementation by Governments of the Mar de1 Plata Action Plan
(E/C.7/l987/4) and on financing of water resources development (E/C.7/l987/S). He
noted that a1though limited progress on a global basis had been made in water
supply and sanitation since thé International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation
Decade began in 1981, many developing countries could face a severe and growing
problem in that regard in both the poor urban fringe and rural areas. Yet changes
in perceptions concerning the role of local communities, and especially women, in
planning, financing, and managing facilities and with regard to low-cost
technologies, were hopeful signs for future progresSe The use of water for
agriculture and the assessment of water resources were still matters of serious
concern, since bath were crucial to development. The lack of Integration of
institutions dealing with water and Inadequate human resources development
constituted serious constraints to progresse

9. He noted that financial resources remained at a fraction of the estimated
amounts needed to achieve the objectives stated at the time of the Water
Conference. While continued efforts by the international community were needed in
that regard, Govecnments ucgently needed to increase their capacity to generate
their own financial resources and to use more efficiently those available to them.
Cost recovery and operation and maintenance were among the most critical issues in
water resources development and utilization.

10. The representative of the Economie Commission for Africa (ECA), introduced the
report of ECA containing a review of the situation with regard ta the development
of water resources in the drought-stricken countries of the African ragion
(E/C.7/l987/6). He said that the drought-prone areas were climatically determined,
could be easily delineated and were quite extensive. The causes of the drought had
not yet been determined, although many theories existed. The components of an
emergency drought relief plan, as weIl as longer-term measures, were outlined in
the report. In the medium term, it was necessary to strengthen national
institutional capacities regarding water resources deve10pment and to focus on
national soil and water conservation programmes. He hoped the response of the
international community to the medium- and long-term needs of Africa would be as
noteworthy as its emergency assistance had been.

Il. The representative of the oepartment of Technical Co-operation for Development
spoke on the outcome of the Interregional Symposium on {mproved Efficiency in the
Management of Water Resources. He said that on the management of financial
resources, participants in the symposium had pointed out that the existing level of
funding for water resources development was only a small fraction of the estimated
requirements. Developing countries would therefore have ta significantly increase
allocations of financial resources to the sector, especially from national sources
of revenue. Participants had considered that well-prepared, more soundly designed
water resources projects and programmes were likely to receive financial and
technical support. They had also considered that it would be useful for the
inter-national community to collect and disseminate information concerning cost
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recovery practices, along with analyses of the reasons for success or failure in
particular instances.

12. with regard to the management of human resources, participants had suggested
that it would be best ta establish or strengthen permanent training structures at
the national level, based on existing institutions where possible. Within those
structures, it would he most effective to train trainers first and ta design
programmes according to needs. Training women in technical and managerial skills
and training high-Ievel engineers at regional centres had alao been suggested. The
international community should co-ordinate its efforts in the training field. The
representative of the Department of Technical Co-operation for Development referred
to two subregional centres which would he used to train 400 drillers in 13
francophone African countries.

13. As for technology, participants in the Symposium had stressed the importance
of using technology appropriate to a given situation and the need ta avoid -tied
aid-, which usually implied non-standardized equipment. Countries were encouraged
to move towards technological standardization, particularly for the law-cost
options. The international community could initiate a programme to disseminate
information on successful approaches.

"",

14. Regarding water quality, participants had noted that laws should be amended in
order to control pollution, that such legislation should he enforceable, and that
offenders should he prosecuted. At the international level, management of water
quality was necessary because of the nature of transboundary pollution. Increased
international funding was required for expanded water quality monitoring networks.
Funding agencies should require environmental impact statements for proposed
projects.

15. On the question of natural hazards, particularly droughts, participants had
suggested contingency plans for emergency supplies, rapid communications systems
and comprehensive soil and water conservation programmes. The international
community could support hydrological, meteorological and agricultural research,
including improved assessment of land use systems. As for floads, participants had
noted that bath structural and non-structural measures for flood mitigation should
he executed within the framework of a comprehensive, long-term, integrated land and
water development plan. Local-level planning and self-help civil defence
programmes were encouraged. At the international level, it was considered that
close co-operation between States should he actively promoted in relation to the
use, management and development of shared water resources.

16. During the Committee's discussion on water resources, several delegations
congratulated the Secretariat on the quality of the reports and on identifying the
constraints to attainment of the goals of the Mar deI Plata Action Plan. SOme
delegations addedthat the Action Plan remained a valid guideline for water
resources development. One delegation pointed to the shortcomings and limited
achievements in implementing the Action Plan mentioned in the Secretary-General's
report. He urged that any future actions or recommendations ahould take due
account of past work and experience in connection with the Plan.

17. Many delegations stated that water resources aasessment was of fundamental
importance to sound planning and exploitation of a country's water resources. same
delegations considered that assessment should he made at the river-basin level. In
the case of shared water resource~, it was suggested that a network of data bankS
could be established, especially with international assistance. The representative
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of the united Nations Educational, SCientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
mentioned that a handbook had been prepared jointly by UNESCO and the World
Meteorological Organization to assist membec States in the evaluation of their
assessment activities.

18. Sorne delegations oonsideced that it was very important to implement
progressive socio-economic reforma and to formulate national water resources
development plans in the context of national social and economic development
plans. SOme delegations stressed the importance of strengthening the role of the
State in economic development and noted that natural resources should be the
property of the State.

19. In the field of human resources development, several delegations stressed the
importance of training operators, technicians and engineers for water resources
development. The importance of the role of women was recognized, as was the need
for providing more technical and management training for women and for enhancing
theic involvement in water projects and programmes. Several developed countries
described the training programmes they had supported in developing countries and at
regional levels. One delegation said that the Economic and SOcial Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) had initiated a regional training network in watec
resoucces for the region and that some developing countries had offered facilities
for training in areas in which they had particular expertise.

20. With regard te the financing of water resources projects, several delegations
agreed that it was necessary to intcoduce cost recovery and pricinq policies to
generate funds for local water resources pcojects, at least for operation and
maintenance. While sorne delegations emphasized that water was an economic good and
should be paid for, especially when water was used in commercial undertakings, one
delegation said that the concept of water as a free good was still embedded in the
cultural heritage of some countries. Therefore, pricing of water sbould be
approached with caution. Another delegation considered that an additional real
source of funds for development could be found from funds freed as a result of
disarmarnent. Several delegations expressed the view that the united Nations should
disseminate information on successful cost recovery approaches to .water resources
development.

21. Several delegations stressed that the prOblem of water resources development
should be dealt with in the context of democratizing the international economic
order, noting, in that regard, the principal role of States and national planning.

22. Many delegations spoke on the related subjects of environment, water auality
and natural hazards. Sorne delegations considered that deterioration in the quality
of both surface water and ground water was an extremely serious problem and would
become worse in the future. Two delegations referred to the increase in acid rain
and others te the serious problem of cross-boundary pollution. SOrne considered
that international agreements and joint river basin development would he réquired
to improve the quality of shared waters. The representative of the World Health
Organization noted that WHO had prepared guidelines for drinking water quality in
three volumes, which suggested actions that could be taken in developing countries
to monitor water quality. Another delegation suggested that environmental impact
assessments be required by donor agencies for fundinq of projects.

23. One delegation pointed out that natural hazards,including droughts, floods,
erosion and sedimentation, were often man-induced. Several delegations agreed that
watec and land management wece essential prerequisites for agricultural and
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economic development. Conservation of existing water resources and infrastructure
was also required. It was pointed out that Such measures might well be conducive
to an efficient and sustainable use of existing resources. One delegation cited
hisèountry's success with recycling waste water.

24. The representative of WHO noted that an analysis of 1985 figures for water
supply and sanitation showed that service coverage of the population had improved
greatly in developing countries since 1981. Hawever, precedence was still being
given to urban over rural areas and to drinking water supply over sanitation
services. The population segments with the greatest need in rural and peri-urban
areas should be given priority attention. A few delegations noted that the proper
exploitation of ground water was crucial to water resources developnent, especially
in drought-prone areas.

25. Several delegations stressed the importance of law-cost technologies, which
could serve a greater number of people with limited financial resources. The World
BanklUnited Nations Development Programme (UNDP) hand-pump testing project had
demonstrated the potential of durable low-cost technologies for producing village
water supplies. Other delegations also mentioned the importance of. community
participation, self-help programmes and the training of women ta operate and
maintain village water supply systems.

26. Several delegations stated that proper operation, maintenance and repaie of
existing structures were essential-to the efficient management of technology and of
limited financial resources for water resources development. Provision for
operation and maintenance should be included in project proposals.

27. Many delegations felt strongly that co-ordination among bilateral donors, as
well as among organizations of the United Nations system and other international
organizations, had become increasingly important as total funding for water
resources development had becometighter. It was important ta avoid overlapping
and duplication. Oon~ultative meetings of donors and the Intersecretariat Group
for ~ter Resources of the Administrative COmmittee on Co-ordination (ACC) were
cited as good examples of co-ordination mechanisms.

28. Finally, several delegations expressed the view that the conclusions of the
\

Interregional Symposium'on Improved Efficiency in the Management of Water Resourees
were useful. They regretted that the report had not been circulated officially
before the session of the Committee and that delegations had therefore been unable
to study it properly and express their views on it. Without going into the merits
of the report of the Symposium, one delegation said that it would be premature and
inadvisable for the Oommittee at its current session to consider the conclusions of
the Symposium as a basis for action. Its Government, for one, had not had
sufficient time to examine the report in detail and therefore was not in a position
to endorse it.

Action taken by the Committee

29. At the 193rd meeting, on 9 April, the representative of Argentina introduced a
draft resolutioll' (E/C.7/l987/L.4) entitled "Water resources: in the
implementation of the Mar del Plata Action Plan". progress

30. At the 196th meeting, on 14 April, the Secretary of the Committee informed the
Oommittee that, during informal consultations, the follawing amendments had been
agreed UPon:
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(a) The first preambular paragraph was deleted,

(b) Operative paragraph 3, which had read:

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to include in the report on the
follow-up to the Mar del Plata Plan of Action the following:

(a) Views of Governments on the report of the above-mentioned symposium,

(b) New developments in co-operative approaches to shared water
resources~ including specifie items on co-operative action to reduce erosion
and desertification, to establish hydrometeorological data collection network
and publicize the data, to alleviate flood risks, to prevent and control
tcansboundacy pollution and to review approaches to joint development of the
water resources of individual basins·,

was replaced by the follow 10g text:

"Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Committee on Natural
Resources at its eleventh session, togethec with the report on the follow-up
of the Mar del Plata l\ction Plan, a supplementary report that would include
the following:

(a) Views of Governments on the report of the symposium)

(b) Developments in co-operative action undectaken in the field of
shared water resources, including specifie items on co-operative action to
reduce land degradation and desertification, to establish and make operational
a hydrometeorological data collection network and publicize the data, to
alleviate flood risks, and to prevent and control transboundary pollution",

(c) Two new operative pa~agraphs wece added, reading:

"4. Invites all Governments to continue and possibly increase their
efforts to train personnel in technical and managerial skills,· giving due
regard to the cole of women in water resources development and management,

"s. Reguests the Secretary-General, in consultation with ragional
commissions and organizations of the united Nations system, to report to the
Committee at its eleventh session on progress in formulating proposals foi a
comprehensive strategy to implement the Mar del Plata Action Plan during the
decade 1991-2000 and to include an assessment of these proposals as they
relate to the activities of the united Nations system".

31. At the sarne meeting, the Committee adopted the draft reso1ution, as ora11y
amended (see chap. l, sect. A, draft resolution 1).

32. The representatives of Venezuela and Argentina made statements.

33. Alse at its 196th meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Committee took
note of the reports of the Secretary-Genera1 on water resources (see chap. l,
sect. C, decision 10/1).
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Chapter III

MINERAL RESOURCFS

34. The Committee considered item 4 of its agenda at its 192nd meeting, on
9 April 1987. The Committee had before it the reports of the Secretary-General on
programme activities of the united Nations system in the field of natural resources
(E/C.7/l987/7) and on trends and salient issues in mineraI resources
(E/C.7/1987/8).

35. The item vas introduced by a representative of the Department of Technical
Co-operation for Development. He recalled that at its ninth session, in 19S5, the
Committee had adopted a resolution recommending that small-scale mining be
considered in the context of its deliberations on mineraI resources at its eleventh
session. With respect to the report before the Committee (E/C.7/l9S7/S), he noted
that the priees of mineraIs and metals had been at low levels for many years.
Structural changes had occurred, leading to lower growth rates for consumption of
mineraI rav materials wotld wide, declini"9 intensity of use in the developed
market economies and continued substitution of other materials, such as plastics
and ceramic products, for metals. He referred to the technical co-operation
activities of the Department: at the end of 1986, about 70 major projects vere
operational in the mineraI resources field, with about 60 per cent of total
expenditures in Africa, some 20 per cent in Asia and the Pacifie, and the remainder
in Latin America and the caribbean, Western Asia and Europe. Those projects
covered aIl aspects of mineraI exploration and development, including grass-roots
and target exploration, institution-buildi"9 and strengthening, training, computer
applications, mining legislation, contract negotiations and investment promotion~

36. Delegations generally welcomed the report of the Secretary-General on trends
and salient issues in the development of mineraI resources (E/C.7/19S7/S), as it
contained usefuI information on a seètor of importance to many countries,
particularly the developing countries dependent on exports of mineraI commodities,
which were seriously affected by the continuing veakness of the international
mineraI markets. One delegation highlighted the external debt situation of
developing countries, notably the alarming leveis of debt in Latin America. Many
countries vere caught ih a cycle of poverty. There vas recognition that the low
consumption growth rates', experienced during recent years, as compared vith the
1960s and early 19708, reflected both structural and cyclical economic factors,
including a change in the demand for mineraIs and metals. It was also recognized
that in many countries, particularly in the devel0Ped market econom!es, vhich
accounted for a major share of vorld-wide consumption, there had been a shift from
manufacturing to service industries, which required smailer amounts of raw
materials. In commenting on the structural transformation within the mineraI
industry, one delegation noted the marked change in the importance of industrial
mineraIs relative to metallic mineraIs, as evidenced in the growtn of fertilizers,
ceramics and fibre optics. Technical progress had unavoidably resulted in
conservation and substitution. On the production side, there continued to he over
capacity, pa~tly explained by the high level of investment activities during the
1970s, when prospects for rapidly increasing demand vere bright and a perception of
shortagesin the. 19S0s prevailed. Such over-capacity had continued because several
countries vere maintaining production, or selling below production costs, owing to
their social and foreign-exchange situations.
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37. A number of delegations referred to the role of transnational corporations in
the mineraI industries of developing countries. Some noted that their practices
and impact on the mineraI markets were not always clear or to the benefit of
developing countries. On the other hand, delegatlons noted that each country coùld
choose its own system and determine Whether private or state ownership of mining
companies was more appropriate, taking into account the principle of permanent
sovereignty over natural resourees. One d~legation underlined the importance, in
that regard, of concluding a code of conduct on transnational corporations.

38. Sorne delegations mentioned that the over-supply of mineraIs in recent years
stemmed fram the inherited dependence of developing countries on exporta of mineraI
commodities due to historical situations beyond their control. other delegations
stated that market forces should be given more importance, but that selling below
production costs was disadvantageous to aIl producers. One delegation noted tbat
stabilization of earnings was of little help to the developing countries in the
light of their declining trend in foreign-exchange earnings. On the subject of
export earnings, one delegation referred to the Stabex-type scheme of the EUropean
Economie Community recently implemented to assist least developed countries that
were not signatories to the Lomé Convention.

39. A number of delegations cited the recent difficulties in the tin market and
with the International Tin Agreement. Some delegatlons said that the priee of tin
had been artificially held at a high level until funds required to stabllize the
priee at that level had been exhausted. It was noted that for commodity agreements
to be effective, a stabilized priee level had to be chosen that would balance
supply and demand in the medium- and longer-term but that it was practically
impossible to accurately determine or adjust that priee level. Moreover, in order
for export controls to be implemented efficiently, aIl the main producers needed to
participate. It was also important to avoid financing buffer stock with borrowed
money. In short, the collapse of the Tin Agreement was largely a result of the
aforementioned conditions not being met.

40. Sorne delegations referred to ongoi09 activities within the eontext of
international study groups such as the establishment of an International Nickel
Study Group and recent exploratory meetings for establishing a forum on copper.
Sueh study groups, whieh were discussed under the auspices of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), were useful for establishing a
dialogue between producers and consumers and improving market ~ransparency through
exchange of information. Examples cited of existing studygroups included the
International Lead and Zinc Study Group and the UNCTAD Committee on Tungsten. One
delegation observed, however, that while study groups were highly desirable it was
also important to focus attention on new end-uses.

41. Some delegations fram developing countries referred to their countries'
efforts to improve the situation of their mineraI resources sector, particularly
small-scale mining industries and the production of precious metals (in particular
g~ld) and non4metallic mineraIs. Although those activities did not require large
investments, they provided ernployment opportunities and contributed to regional
development. In that regard, sorne delegations enoouraged the United Nations to
play an active role in the promotion of small-scale mining activities in developing
countries. Some noted that specifie programmes should be developed, since small
scale mining required conditions different fram those of medium- and large-scale
mines and processing installations. Same delegations questioned the usefulness of
eontinuing an ongoing United Nations project concerning a nine-volume study on the
mining of manganese nodules, particularly in the light of the questionable
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profitability of deep sea-bed mining and the current ov~r-supply of manganese in
worid markets.

42. One delegation referred to the importance of agricultural mineraIs for the
: developing countries. Those would include peat as a soil additive and raw
materials for the fertilizer industry, such as phosphate rock. Sorne delegations
noted that remote sensing for evaluation of mineraI resources was a cost-effective
method for assessing large areas not easily accessible otherwise. One delegation
JIlf:altioned, however, that sorne developing countries lacked the experti~ to use such
advanced technology properly. Another delegation referred to the use fuI
presentation in the report on trends in consumption and in metal priees. He noted
that information on platinum and palladium would have alao been useful,
particularly given the intensive exploration for palladium in a number of
countries.

43. Sorne delegations criticized the report of the Secretary-General for using data
fram international sources, such as the World Bank, rather than from Governments

-themselves. One delegation noted, for example, that its Government's estimate for
future growth of gross national product was much higher than the estimate in the
report and urged that that be taken into account in future reports. Sorne
delegations had provided additional information that had only become available
afterthe report had been drafted.

44. One delegation referred to technological changes taking place in metallurgy
and in material science, leading to the development of new metals, alloys and
products, which in turn had had a bearing on the demand for mineraIs. It suggested
that that subject be discussed by the Committee in its priority consideration of
mineraI resources at its eleventh session. Th.e Secretariat should prepare a
comprehensive report with up-to-date information on technological changes in the
metallu~gical field to provide a basis for the deliberations.

45. In respondipg to points raised ducing the discussions, the Director of the.
Natural Resources and"Energy Division of the Department of Technical Co-operation
for Develop~ent agreed that cost-saving technologies were indeed very important for
developing countries and couId be dealt with in more detail st the next session.

Action taken by the Committee

46. At the 196th meeting, on 14 April, the representative of Colombia introduced a
draft resolution (E/C.7/l987/L.8) entitled "Mineral resources: trends and salient
issues" •

47. At the 197th meeting, on 15 April, the Secretary of the Oommittee informed the
Committee that, during informaI consultations, it had been agreed to delete the
third and fourth preambular paragraphs of the draft resolution, which had read:

"Mindful of the importance given by the Committee on Naturai Resources at
its tenth and earlier sessions ta mineraI resources ,

"Reaffirming the terme of reference of the Committee on Natural Resources
set out in Council resolution 1535 (XLIX) of 27 July 1970 _ in particular,
paragraph 4 (a) referring to the main subjects ta be examined by the
Commit tee" •
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48. At the same meeting, the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics proposed that operative paragraph 4 be amended by adding the words "and
prospects for geological exploration in developi~ countries".

49. At the same meeting, the representative.of canada proposed that operative
paragraph 4 be further amended by adding the words "giving due regard to the
development of industrial mineraIs".

50. At the same meeting, the Committeeadopted the draft resolution, as orally
amended (see chap. 1, sect. A, draft resolution II).

51. The representative of Colombia made a statement.
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Chapter IV

ENERGY RESOURCES

52. The Committee oonsidered item 5 of its agenda at its 193rd meeting, on
9 April 1987. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on trends and
salient issues in the development of energy resources (E/C.7/1987/9 and Corr.l).

53. The representative of the Department of International Economie and Social
Affairs introduced the report, noting that it stressed the developmental aspect of
energy resources in keeping with the emphasis accorded that aspect by the General
Assembly in recent years. The sharp fall in the priee of oil in the past two years
had caused the priees of other forms of energy to decline and had had a deleterious
effect upon investment in the energy sector as a whole. The timing and impact
differed according to the energy source and the geographic ragion. Particular
energy sources were subject to influences peculiar to themselves, which varied
between the market economies and the centrally planned economies. Developmental
activity in oil and gas in the market economies had fallen by about 55 per cent.
In the centrally planned economies, oil development had slowed somewhat, while
natural gas development had increased. Coal development had suffered fram various
constraints in the market economies. The generating capacity of nuclear power
plants in the market economies had risen, but the ordering of new reactors had been
slowed, inter alia, by lingering safety concerns exacerbated by the Chernobyl
accident. In the centrally planned economies, however, both nuclear generating
capacity in operation and reactors under construction had increased. Progress in
the deve10pment of new and renewable sources of energy had been slowed by the faIl
in oil priees. In the future, government policies would be important determinants
of the course of energy supply and demande There were areas in which oo-operative
efforts among Governments seemed to be needed, in particular in relation to
financing energy development in developing countries and their free access to
markets for petroleum products.

54. Several delegations emphasized the negative impact of the recent decline of
oil priees on investment in the enecgy sector in many regions. Other delegations
referred to the need to expand the pool of human skills available in ~he energy
sector, especially in developing countries. The importance of hydropower in some
countries was highlighted by sorne delegations, although its high capital intensity
was also noted. One delegation stressed the difficulty of delivering electricity
to rural populations both economically and without power cuts, Which were endemic
in many countries. Another delegation emphasized that a viable market and
financial resources were prerequisites to energy resource development.

55. Several delegations commended the overall quality of the report, althOugh most
speakers thought that more attention should have been given to the fuelwood
crisis. One delegation pointed out that the coverage of accidents at nuclear power
stations was unbalanced in that the report only described the Chernobyl incident
and had failed to provide data on similar radioactive leakages in other countries.
In the view of that delegation, the one-sided interpretation given by the
Secretariat was a breach of its mandate, which was to analyse facts and events in
international economic relations in an objective, unprejudicial manner. Moreover,
when information on a Member State was provided in such a report the Secretariat
should, in the first instance, use data from official 90vernment' sources rather
than compile information fram tendentious sources. In short, the delegation felt
that comprehensive, objective analysis of all nuclear accidents would he helpful
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for examining the consequences of different technical.and organizational factors
and for preventing tragedies in the future. One de1egation stated tbat its
Government would have liked uranium resources to have been discussed in the
report. One delegation noted that although market factors were well covered in the
report, other more basic factors under1ying market forces had been omitted.

Action taken by the Committee

56. At its 196th meeting, on 14 April, the Committee took note of the report of
the Secretary.General on trends and salient issues in the development of energy
resources (E/C.7/l987/9 and COrr.l) (see chap. l, sect. C, decision 10/2)'.
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Chapter V

NEW TECHNIQUES, INCLUDING REMOTE SENSING, FOR IDENTIFYING,
EXPLORING FOR AND ASSESSING NATURAL RESOURC~

57. The Committee considered item 6 of its agenda at its 190th and 196th meetings,
on 8 and 14 April 1987. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General
entitled "Application of microcomputer technology in the assessment, development
and planning of natural resources: water, energy and mineral- resources"
(E/C.7/1987/3).

58. One delegation focused its remarks on the importance of interactive processing
of satellite remote sensing. Although the cost of such systems ranged from $50,000
to $100,000, such costs were still high for developing countries. TO maximize
utilization of that technology, developing countries required better access to
remote sensing data and mechanisms for obtaining data on a more affordable basis.
It would be useful to develop an index system for satellite data and establish how
to secure such data.

59. Another delegation advocated the approach of using remote-sensing products on
a regional basis. The trend towards remote sensing frcm aircraft rather than from
satellites for detailed scale information was noted.

60. One delegation described certain bilateral technical co-operation projects in
which multivariate analysis of exploration data was performed, using
microcomputers. The results had been promising and its Government intended to
exp~nd activities, applying microcomputer technologies. A warning was given that
uniess precise field-work and desk-work in mapping and prospecting were undertaken,
no satigfactory results could be obtained fram processing.

61. The importance of training programmes and technical co-operation in remote .
sensing was stressed by one delegation, which recalled a suggestion to establish a
United Nations interregional centre on remote sensing in its country.

62. Several delegations stressed the importance of training and of matching
suitable technologies to needs. It was not enough, and perhaps not the best
solution, to systematically provide the developing countries with the most modern
technology. It was more important ta ensure that the technology was Adequate to
meet the needs of the country and that there were sufflcient skills in the country
to adapt and use such technology. Therefore, training was an important component
of the process of the transfer of technology.

63. . One delegation said that a good data-base network was required ta support
natural resources work. The network should provide not only technical information
but alsa information on worid market conditions. That information was important
for determining the viability of new mineraI deposits.

64. Severai delegations referred to the problems of obtaining enough sufficientlY
well-trained manPOWer to support computer applications and to the fact that
software was expensive. They said that the Department of Technical Co-operation
for Development had a role to play in assisting developing countries. It was noted
that there were many new developments in both the public and private sectors and
that every effort should be made to avoid duplication in that area.
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65. The importance of mathematical models in qeology, mineral and water resources
was stressed. It was ooted that cettain technoloqies, such as mappinq, appl1ed to
several disciplines. One delegation endorsed the continuing co-operation of the
Department of Technical Co-operation for Development with other aqencies engaged in
similar activities.

66., Several delegations supported the dissemination of software packages developed
by national and international agencies. They encouraged the Department of
Technical Oo-operation for Development to continue its activities in promoting the
exchanqe of such information and emphasized the important role that the Department
had in that area. One deleqation advised the Department to include more countries
in seminars related to that field.

67. Most delegations supported the conclusions and recommendations of the report
of the Secretary-General and praised its quality.

Action taken by the Committee

New techniques, including remote sensing, for identifying,
explorinq for and assessing natural resources

68. At its 19Sth meetinq, on 13 April, the representative of the Philippines
introduced a draft resolution (E/C.7/1987/L.6) entitled "New techniques, including
remote sensing, for identifyinq, exploring for and assessing natural resources".

69. At the 196th meetinq, on 14 April, the Secretary of the Committee informed the
COmmittee that, during informal consultations, the following amendments had been
agreed upon:

(a) After the first preambular paraqraph a new preambular paragraph was
inserted, readinq:

"Recalling also General Assembly resolution 41/65 on principles relating
to remote sensinq of the Earth fram outer space",

lb) In the second preambular paraqraph, the word "bOth" was replaced by the
words "facili~ies and better",

Cc) In operative paragraph l, the word "Endorses" was replaced by the words
"Takes note of",

(d) In operative paragraph 2, the words "Department of Technic:l Co-operation
for Development to initiate and support" were replac~ by the words ~ecretary
General to prepare, within existing resources, a feasibility study on, and the
words "and to submit the study to the Committee on Natural Resources at its
eleventh session" were added at the end of the paragraphl

h 3 t he words "Department of Technical Co-operation(e) In operative paragrap , "
for Development" were replaced by the words "secretary-General and the words
"within existing reBources" were inserted after the word "establisb",

(f) Operative paragraph 4, which had read:
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"Further requests the Department of Technical Co-operation for
Development to convene a small group meeting of exPerts in hardware/software
systems for remote sensing to properly assess the constraints and capabilitie$
of such systems and provide user countries, especially developing countries,
with the results of that technoloqy assessment meeting, either through
international warkshops or appropriate training programmes",

was replaced by the following text:

·Further requests the Secretary-General to convene, within existing
resources, a small group meeting of experts in hardware and software systems
for remote sensing to assess properly the constraints and capabilities of such
systems and provide the Committee and user countries, especially developing
countries, with the results of that technology assessment meeting".

70. At the same meeting, the Secretary of the Committee stated that the draft
resolution had no programme budget implications.

71. At the 197th meeting, on 15 April, the Committee adopted the draft resolution,
as ora11y amended (see chap. l, sect. A, draft resolution III).

Application of microcomputer technology in the assessment
. and development of natura1 resources and energy

72. At the 195th meeting, on 13 April, the representative of Marocco, on behalf of
China, Colombia, Morocco and the Philippines, introduced a revised draft resolution
(E/C.7/l987/L.7/Rev.l) entitled "Application of microcomputer technoloqy in the
assessment and development of natural resources and energy".

73. At the 196th meeting, on 14 April, the Secretary of the Committee informed the
Committee that, during informa1 consultations, the following amendments had been
agreed upon:

(a) In the second preambu1ar paragraph, the word "assessment", was inserted
before the ward "planning", and the ward "design" was deleted after the ward
"planning", \,

(b) In the third preambular paragraph, the order of the words "development"
and "planning" was reversed,

(c) In operative paragraph l, the word "Endorses" was replaced by the words
"Takes note of",

(d) '~noperative paragraph 3, the words "and subsequent" were deleted after
the ward "eleventh·,

(e) Operative paragraph 4, which had read:

"ReqUests the Secretariat ta take appropriate measures ta establish a
software library comprising software packages developed by various agencies of
the United Nations system for use in the exploration for, development and
management of natural resources and to distribute them to developing countries
through application-oriented workshops, seminars and training courses, to be
organized at the regional or country leve1, preferably in developing
countries", -
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was replaced by the following text:

"Requests the Secretary-General to establish a reference library
comprising a collection of software packages developed by various
organizations of the United Nations system and references to software packages
available in the commercial and public sectors for use in the exploration for
and development and management of natural resources and to distribute software
to developing countries through application-oriented workshops, seminars and
training courses, to be organized at the regional or country level, preferably
in developing countries".

74. At the same meeting, the Secretary of the eommittee stated that the draft
resolution had no programme budget implications.

75. The committee then adopted the revised draft resolution, as orally amended
(see chap. l, sect. A, draft resolution IV).
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Chapter VI

UNITED NATIONS REVOLVING FUND FOR NATURAL RESOVRCES EXPLORATION

76. The Committee considered item 7 of its agenda at lta 195th and 196th meetings,
on 13 and 14 April 1987. It had before it the report on the Administrator of the
United Nations Development Programme on the United Nations Revolv1ng Fund for
Natural Resourees Exploration (DP/l987/48).

77. One delegation was critical of the fact that, as usual, no information was
provided on the characteristics of the mineraI deposits discovered or studied by
the Fund. The 1ack of technica1 detail made it difficult for delegations to
appreciate the economic signiflcance of such projects. The Director of the Fund
noted that aIl technical details on projects were included in the annuaI and final
project reports and that that information was available for review by delegations.
He also referred to the appraisal of Fund projects carried out by the Joint
Operations Group composed of representatives of UNDP, the Department of Technical
Co-operation for Development of the United Nations Secretariat and the World Bank.
That Group considered aIl technica1 details and made an economic appraisal of
projects for submission to the Governing Council of UNDP.

78. It was observed that the Fund seemed to be reporting on the sarne projects year
after year. The Director of the Fund pointed out that exploration was a long-term
venture with activities being phased over several years and investment follow-up
covering additional years. Moreover, the world-wide decline in the mineraI
industry in the past 10 years has created a situation in which the technical
successes of earlier Fund projects have not been followed up by industry, as wou1d
be exp~ted in times of a healthier mineraI sector.

79. One delegation expressed concern about the situation in a particular country,
where a small deposit had been identified in 1982 and where international bidding
had been unsuccessful, owing in part to the investment conditions stipulated by the
Government of the country concerned. It noted that as a consequence, the Fund had
been forced to continue funding beyond the point where it would have been desirab1e
to withdraw in favour qf mining companies. While it was, of course, the sovereign
right of that country to impose conditions for investment, that delegation strongly
questloned the practicality of using further Fund money in that case. The Director
explained that the Fund was providing further funding in order to obtain additional
information on the deposit.

80. Ooncerning the Fund's geothermal project in a particular country, it was asked
what energy production could be expected, in the most optimistic scenario, given
the requirements of the local market, and what would be the return to the Fund on
an initial investment of $6 million. The Director explained that the Fundls
commitment to the project was $3 million and the Goyernment of the United States of
America was proyiding an additional $3 million. Be assured the Committee that
studies had. been conducted on the anticipated return prior to the approyal of the
project.

81. One delegation commented on resouree availability and utilization as shawn in
the annexes to the report on the Fund. It questioned whether the $5 million
projection for contributions in 1987 was realistic, since the report indicated only
$2,036,210 in anticipated p1edges, including $2 million from Japan. The Director
of the Fond said that because of th~ different fiscal years of donor countries,
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sorne contributions for 1986 wou1d actual1y be received in 1987. This was the case
with Japan and New Zealand, for example, whose 1986/87 contributions were eXPected
in 1987.

82. One delegation also commented on the decrease in programme expenditures frcm
1986 te 1~87 whi1e administrative expenses remained the same and noted that the
administrative expenses constituted approximate1y 25 per eent of total costs. The
Director exp1ained that by UNDP financial rules, unliquidated obligations vere
considered expenditures. Thus, for example, with respect to the project in Saint
Lucia, large-scale contracte had been signed in 1986, but wou1d not be ful1y
implemented un.til 1987. It was quite impossible to compare administrative costs',
which were annual costs, with programme costs, which invo1ved multi-year
commitments costed on a full-funding basis. In reality, the programme leve1s for
1986 and 1987 were basically the same. 'Ble Director stated that the Fund 's small
core staff was responsib1e for project development, project supervision and
investment follow-up as weIl as routine administrative functions.

83. One de1egation commented on the problems involved in attracting investors to
take over successfu1 !Und projects. That delegation observed that in the absence
of an appropriate lega1 framework, an attractive fiscal régime, or an adequate
social and physica1 infrastructure, the existence of a rich ore deposit might not
be sufficient in itself to attract the requisite investment capital. The Director
stated that, in addition te the generally depressed minerals market, there was the
matter of risk calculation, which entered into an investor's decision vith respect.
to a particular project.

Action taken by the eommittee

84. At the 196th meeting, on 14 April, the representative of Japan, on behalf of
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Japan, Kenya and Morocco, introduced a draft
resolution (E/C.7/l987/L.lO) entitled -United Nations Revolving Fond for Natural
Resourees Exploration-.

85. At its 197th meeting, on 15 April, the Committee adopted the draft resolutlon
(see chap. l, sect. A, draft resolution V).
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Chapter VII

PEIMANENT SOVEREIGNTY OVER NATURAL RESOURCES

86. The Committee considered item 8 of its agenda at its 19lst and 195th meetings,
on 8 and 13 April 1987. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on
permanent sovereignty over natural resources (E/C.7/l987/2).

87. Several delegations welcomed the technical orientation of the report and its
comprehensive, detailed presentation of global developments in areas affecting the
principle of permanent sovereignty over natural resources. Seme delegations
expresSed the view, however, that the question of permanent sovereignty over
natural resources should not be exclusively or primarily considered in a legal or
technical contexte Several delegations stressed the importance of the princip1e of
permanent sovereignty not only as a central theme of discussions of the Committee
but also for economic development in developing countries, and emphasized that they
supported permanent sovereignty as a principle of international law. It was a1so
pointed out that that principle was closely connected with the capability of
developing countries to use their natural resources more efficiently and in
conformity with national development schemes. Sorne delegations expressed the view
that State sovereignty implied a free choice of State policies, including polieies
vis-à-vis foreign investment. However, there was also recognition that the
developing countries were increasingly inviting foreign direct investment,
especially when they were unable to raise sufficient capital fram domestic
sources. SOrne delegations stressed the negative impact of transnational
corporations in respect of permanent sovereignty over natural resources, while
others emphasized the benefits of foreign investment at a time of capital
scarcity. Several representatives informed the Committee of recent developments in
their countries relating to permanent sovereignty, such as the enactment of new
mining laws, negotiation of new agreements with foreign investors, and the need to
attract additional investment and to provide stable conditions for mineraI
investment. Representatives of several developing countries also stressed the need
for appropriate policies and regulations to develop emall-scale mining and to
refocus investment on industrial mineraIs, agricultural mineraIs, conseruction
materials, gemstones and gold, together with appropriate training programmes.

88. Several delegations fram centrally planned economies emphasized the value of
economic co-operation between centrally planned economies and developing
countries. They cited many cases of success and appreciated the reference to such
economic co-operation in the Secretary-General ' s report. On the other hand, they
indicated that national papers were practically ignored in that report. Also, they
indicated a preference for greater emphasis in future reports on obstacles to the
Implementation of the principle of the permanent sovereignty, such as the negative
role played by transnational corporations in undermining sovereign national rights
of the developing countries to exercise effective control over natural resources
and economic activities in their territory. Several delegations fram centrally
planned economies also stressed their dissatisfaction with the report in that
attention was focused on the role of the private sector, notably in the field of
mining, and on the activities of the World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund, neither of ~hich, they felt, had much to do with the question of permanent
sovereignty.

89. One delegation called attention to unilateral, arbitrary policies by some
industrialized countries with respect to deep sea-bed mining practices, which, in
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its view, were inconsistent with the provisions of the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea. Many delegations, from bath centrally planned economies and
developing countrie~, emphasized that current depressed commodity prices (for both
non-fuel and fuel mIneraIs) were making it very difficult, if not impossible, for
developing countries ta service their debt. They viewed the debt burden as a
severe impediment to economic development. Sorne questioned debt relief practices
being pursued and called for greater emphasis on practical recommendations and
measures for overcoming the obstacles generated by foreign debt and depressed
mineraI prices.

90. Several delegations mentioned the importance of the work of the Commission on
'Transnational Corporations on a code of conduct. They requested that the principle
of permanent sovereignty over natural resources, along with a survey of current
practlces and policies relating ta permanent sovereignty, should be fully reflected
in the future work on a code of conduct on transnational corporations.

91. Several delegations mentioned the import-ance of reviewing in detail
impediments to national investment for mineraI development ereated by over
regulation and excessive bureaucratic interference and requested more extensive
studies on that issue. Export earnings stabilization programmes were praised by
sorne but criticized by others as Mere cosmetic relief. Sorne delegations considered
that the decline of Metal priees was not a cyclical phenomenon but had to do with
structural changes, particularly in metal demand and consumption in developed
countries. However, despite the current market situation, one delegatation pointed
out the importance of continued development of natural resources, which were still
badly needed by the millions of people of developing countries.

92. Some delegations supported the technical co-operation activities of the
Department of Technieal Co-operation for Development in the field of government
policies ta implement permanent sovereignty over natural resources. Some
delcgations considered that such activities should be expanded and that they should
be closely oriented towards assisting Governments, in a practical and realistic
way, to further their objectives of permanent sovereignty, particularly in the
areas of smail-scaie mining, international co-operation and assertion of government
jucisdiction and sovereignty ovec offshore marine areas under the permanent
sovereignty of States. Several delegations fram developing countries expressed
their appreciation for the technical co-operation provided by the Department.
Other delegations fram centrally planned economies expressed their willingness to
contribute their substantial expertise to such technical co-operation. One
delegation suggested that the review of technical co-operation activities should be
more specific, g1ving full details on the type of activity and the receiving
country. Another delegation called for technical co-operation activities to
include measures ta assist developing countries in securing relief from their
foreign debt burden, particularly as it was linked ta the continuous decline of
Metal priees. Another delegation requested that the survey of United Nations
technical co~peration activities be more extensive.

93. The Committee decided to include the question of permanent sovereignty over
naturai resourees in the provisional agenda for its eleventh session.
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Action taken br the OOmmittee

94. At the 19Sth meeting, on 13 April, the representative of the Union of Soviet
SOCialist Republics introduced a draft resolutlon (E/C.7/l987/L.9) entitled
·Permanent sovereignty over natura1 resources".

95. At the 196th meeting, on 14 April, the Secretary of the Commlttee informed the
canmittee that, during InformaI consultations, the following amendments had been
agreed upon:

(a) In the first preambular paragraph, the word "Most" was replaced by the
word ·all·,

(b) In the second preambular paragraph, the words "maximize the benefits fram
the exploration, exploitation and processing· were replaced by the words ·make
optimum economic use·,

(c) Operative paragraphs 1 and 2, which had read:

.1. Requests the Committee on Natura1 Resources ta consider, at its
e1eventh session, an item entitled 'Permanent sovereIgnty over natural
resources' ,

·2. Reaffirme that every State has and shal1 free1y exercise full
permanent sovereignty, including possession, use and disposal, over its
natural resources",

Were d~leted,

(d) In operative paragraph 3, the vords ·they relate·were replaced by the
words ·it relates",

(e) Operative paragraph 4, which had read:

·Requeste the Secretary-General ta prepare a report on the subject of
permanent sovereignty over natural resources, taking into account the commente
made in the Committee at its tenth session·,

vas replaced by the following text:

"Requests the Secretary-General to submit a concise report on permanent
sovereignty over natural resources ta the Committee on Natural Resources at
its eleventh session, bearing in mind the commente made by the Committee at
its tenth sesion·.

96. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the draft resolution, as ora11y
amended (see chap. 1, sect. A, draft resolution VI).

97. The representatives of the United States of America and the USSR made
statements.
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Chapte r VI II

CO-oRDINATION OF PROGRAMMES WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS
SYSTEM IN THE FIELD OF NATURAL RESOURCES

98. The Committee considered ·item 9 of its agenda at its l87th, l88th and l89th
meeting~, on 6 and 7 April. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General
on co-ordination and co-operation in water resources development (E/C.7/l987/l0).
In introducing the report, the repre~entative of the Department of Internationl
Economic and Social Affairs pointed out that as requested by the Committee at its
previous session and subsequently by the Economic and Social Council in
resolution 1985/53 of 25 July 1985, it constituted an update of the report
presented to the Committee at its ninth session (E/C.7/l985/l0), in which the
various existing mechanisms for co-operation and co-ordination in the field of
water' resoucces were outlined. The updated report described the main areas in
which co-operative action was being undertaken through those mechanisms.

99. The representatives of the Department of Technical CO-operation for
Development, the United Nations Childrenls Fund, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and the World Health Organization informed the Committee
about activities undertaken by their respective organizations, notwithstanding
various major constraints identified as impeding progress in the implementation of
the Mar deI Plata Action Plan. The Commi ttee was alao informed that the ACC
Intersecretariat Group for Water Resources would be holding its eighth session·fram
8 to 13 Apri;L, concurrently with the tenth session of the Committee. The
Intersecretariat Group would be reviewing what further co-operative action should
he taken to assist Governments in implementing the Mar deI Plata Action Plan,
particularly in the light of the eommittee1s discussions.

100. ~legations emphasized the need to strengthen co-operation and co-ordination,
in particular with regard to the maintenance of a suitable data base on activities
at the country level, the protection of the environment, drinking watec supply and
sanitation, the enhancement of the role of women, as well as activities concerning
operation, maintenance and cost recovery. Some delegations emphasized the
important role that the organizations of the United Nations system could play in
the collection, processing and dissemination of information, particularly in rural
areas, concerning cost recovery measures that had been particularly successful,
with a view te facilitating their replication elsewhere.

101. The view was expressed that although the report prepared for the consideration
of the item contained useful information concerning the general direction in which
co-ordination and co-operation were proceeding, future reports would need to he
more detailed in order to allow the Committee to hold a better informed discussion
on the matter.

102. One delegation drew attention to the important role of the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990
(General Assembly resolution S-13/2, annex), as a framework for the development
activities of the United Nations system in Africa. Another delegation drew
attention to the relevant recommendations contained in the Nairobi Forward-looking
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Strategies for the Advanoement of Women. 11/ with respect to the water sector, it
was mentioned that the United Nations wasïPlacing appropriate emphasis on continued

'oo-operation and oo-ordination. At the country level, the resident representatives
of UNDP had an important role in such co-ordination.

Action taken by the Committee

103. At the 196th meeting, on 14 April, the representative of the United States of
America introduced a draft resolution (E/C.7/1987/L.ll) entitled ·Oo-ordination of
programmes within the United Nations system in the field of natura1 'resources·.

104. At the 198th meeting, on 15 April, the secretary of the eornmittee informed the
Oommittee that, during informaI consultations, the following revisions had been
agreed upon:

(a) A new first preambular paragtaph was inserted, reading,

.Having received the report on programme activities of the United Nations
system in the field of natutal resources",

(b) In the first preambular paragraph, after the wotds ·United Nations· the'
word ·system· was deleted;

(c) At the end of the second preambular paragraph, the words ·particuiarly in
eiew of the cutrent severe budgetary constraints· were deleted,

(d) Operative paragraph 1, which had read:

·Requests the 5ecretary-General to prepare a document presenting an
overview of the activities of the United Nations system in the fields of
water, mineral and energy resources, including an assessment of ares where
programmes overlap or duplicate each other·,

was replaced by the following text:

"Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Committee on Natural
Resources at its eleventh session a report containingan overview of the
activities of th~ United Nations system in water, mineraI and energy
resources, identifying the organs or units within the United Nations system
mandated to carry out work in these fields and assessing the extent to which
the guidelines provided by the Committee have been followedJ

(e) Operative paragraph 2, which had read:

·Requests the Seccetary-General to prepare a document of proposed
priorities for the work of the United Nations system in the field of natural
resources· ,

11/ See Report of the WorldConference to Review and Appcaise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peaoe, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.IV.IO),
chap. l, sect. A.
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was replaced by the following text:

"Requests the Secretary-General to identify in this report the existing
priorities and objectives for the work of the United Nations system in the
field of natural resources",

(f) Operative paragraphs 3, 4 and S, which had read:

"3. Requests the Secretary-General, based on the priorities established
above, to identify organs or' units within the United Nations best qualified to
carry out the proposed priorities of work, in order to maximize the
effectiveness and to minimize duplication of effort,

"4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit these conclusions to the
Economie and Social Council at its first regu1ar session of 1987 for the
consideration of Governments,

"s. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Committee on Natura1
Resources at its eleventh session on the actions taken in this regard",

were de1eted.

105. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the draft res01ution, as ora11y
amended (see chap. l, sect. A, draft res01ution VII).

106. At its 196th meeting, on 14 April, the Committee took note of the report of
the Secretary-General on co-ordination and co-opertion in water resources
development (E/C.7/l987/10) (see chap. l, sect. C, decision 10/3).
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Chapter IX

PREPARATIONS FOR THE MEDIUM-TERM PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 1990-1995

101. The Oommittee considered the preparations for the medium-term plan for the
period 1990-1995 under item 10 of its agenda at its 195th meeting, on
13 April 1981. It had before it a note by the secretary-Genera1 on issues in
natura1 resources and energy for consideration in the preparation of the medium
term plan for the period 1990-1995 (E/C.1/1981/CRP.1), which brief1y summarized
deve10pments in the 1980s and issues deserving special attention, and proposed
activities that wou1d be considered for inclusion in the United Nations medium-term
plan for the period 1990-1995.

108. Some de1egations noted that the paper provided a 1engthy "menu" of activities
without. indicating priorities. It was noted that the vague and a11-encompassing
nature of the paper did not he1p the Committee to carry out. its task properly.
Some fe1t that the paper did not give complete information on what the United
Nations system was doing in the field of natural resources. One de1egation
insisted on a more detai1ed presentation which would indicate, for examp1e,
proposed programme activities and priorities for consideration by the Committee.

109. One de1egation noted that it was necessary ta look more close1y at the need
for co-ordination of activities and that it was not clear fram the paper how
co-ordination was to be achieved.

110. Many de1egations expressed their dissatisfaction that the paper had not been
submitted to them in advance, which wouId have enab1ed them ta provide detailed
comments and endorse the proposals. The question was raised whether the proposed
plan in fact reflected the priorities and objectives set bY.States members of the
Committee. A number of de1egations considered that the paper did not indicate the
priorities or objectives of the Committee. In that regard, it was noted that the
paper, as it stood, could not be considered a basis for the medium-term plan for
the period 1990-1995.

111. Other delegations said that the paper before the Committee covered many of the
concerns expressed during the current session of the Committee. Sorne delegations
considered that the water resources section of the paper should be brought up to
date ta take inta account the resu1ts of the Interregional symposium on Improved
Efficiency in the Management of Water Resources held at United Nations Headquarters
in January 1981. A number of de1egations stressed the importance of small-scale
mining and the role of the United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resources
Exploration in that regard.

112. It was noted that although repeated reference had been made to structural
changes, no attempt hadbeen made ta examine the impact of those changes on both
the volume and composition of mineral consumption. Moreover, seant attention had
been paid ta the major changes occurring in the market-place. In short, programmes
shou1d not be based on the assumption that once a resource was developed, there
would a1ways be a market for it.

113. Other delegations noted that a number of important points had been overlooked,
such as water resources assessment, the efficient use of human resources, and the
ro1e of women, as mandate by the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Wornen. One de1egation pointed outthat not enough emphasis had been

-38-



given to cost recovery and conservation and noted that environmenta1 recovery was
the most efficient means of cost recovery.

114. One de1egation fe1t that the medium-term plan shou1d deal with advanced
technologies in the.exploration, assessment and deve10pment of minera1 resources.
Another de1egation considered, however, that the medium-term plan shou1d make
reference to appropriate technologies and not necessarily to advanced technologies.

llS. Other issues raised by de1egations inc1uded sma11-sca1e mining, which some
considered less risky than other mining activities because the i~vestment was
spread over a larger number of projectsl the positive ro1e of state enterprises,
which some fe1t was not adequate1y reflected in the ~ecretary-Genera1'snote,
implying that state institutions were not effective in carrying out natural
resources activitiesl the importance of market conditions and the impact of
underlying structural factors, especial1y in the minera1 sector, and the impact of
new technologies on mineral markets. One de1egation also stressed that more
attention shou1d be given ta the deve10pment of specia1ty meta1s and industria1
minerals. The de1egation pointed out that those subjects were not being covered by .
other bodies within the United Nations system.

116. One de1egation ca1led for a separate criapter in the medium-term plan on
activities re1ated to the question of permanent sovereignty over natura1 resources.

117. Some de1egations expressed concern that some of the activities proposed by the
Secretariat wou1d over1ap with those carried out by other organizations of the
United Nations system, notab1y with the activities re1ating to minera1s and metals
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Deve10pment (UNCTAD).

118. Many de1egations stressed the importance of training. It was suggested that
the loss of trained personnel ta other industries and ta the foreign market was a
prOb1em that affected not on1y the energy sector but the other sectors as we11.

119. Finally, sorne delegations requested clarification of references in the
Secretary-General's note to the conditions that developing countries shou1d offer
to attract foreign investment, the feasibility of acquiring detailed knowledge of
the minera1 potential of the deve10ping countries, and the lower costs of
exploration in developing countries relative to the costs in deve10ped market
countries.
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Chapter X

REVIEW OF THE FUNC'l'IONING OF THE COMMIT'l'EE ON NATURAL RESOURCES

120. The Committee considered its response to Economie and Social Council decislon
1987/112 of 6 February 198r at its 194th meeting, on 10 April. In that decision
the Council had reQUested aIl subsidiary bodies of the General Assemblv in the
economic and social sectors and aIl subsidiarv bodies of the Council to submit to
the Special Commission of the Council on the In-depth Study of the United Nations
Interqovernmental Structure and Functions in the Economie and Social Fields, within
30 davs of the conclusion of their forthcoming sessions, their views and proposaIs
on achievinq the obiectives envisaqed in recommendation 8 11/ of the Group of Hiqh
level Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Efficiencv of the Administrative and
Financial Functioninq of the United Nations reqardinq their functioninq and that of
their subsidiary machinery.

121. On the qeneral approach to he taken in the report to the Special Commission,
one deleqation called upon the Committee to advise the Special Commission on three
QUestions: (i) how the Committee on Natural Resources interrelated with other
parts of the United Nations system, (ii) how the Committee was carryinq out its
mandate, and (iii) to what extent the Committee was satisfied with the Secretariat
and whether the Secretariat should he organized in a more effective wav to serve
the Committee. By providinq information along those 1ines, the Committee would
make a valuable contribution to the work of the Special Commission. One de1eqation

. said that the mandate qiven to memhers of the Committee was clear. Whàt was called
for was an appraisa1 of how the Committee was functioninq, how it was inteqrated in
the United Nations system, and whether the existinq arrangements were the MOst
effective way to bring out what the Committee could offer. It was noted that the
terms of reference of the Committee had been defined in the context of advisinq the
Economie and Social Council on co-ordination of activities in the field of natural
resources. One delegation felt that in the Committee's report to the Special
Commission, the Committee should indicate areas where its work related to that of
other interqovernmental bodies and their reSPeCtive mandates. The Committee should
also make an evaluation of its own activities, includinq programming and policv
decisions. It should suqqest measures to improve its efficiency and consider how
the Secretariat cou1d better serve the Committee. The report should he brief and
concise. It should he finalized hefore the end of the current session. If
consensus was net reached on each issue, it would still he helpful to the Special
Commission if a ranqe of views were expressed.

122. During the Committee's deliberations a wide range of views were expressed. On
the question of the effectiveness of the Committee, one delegation expressed the
view that the Committee, rather than beinq the "leadinq factor", seemed to he
laqqinq. It was felt that the Committee had hecome a body that merely reviewed
reports and rubber-stamped what the Secretariat should do in the future. A numher
of delegations commented that there were and alwavs should he ways to improve the
functioninq of the Committee. One deleqation specificallv emphasized the need for
the Committee to (i) develop criteria for the periodic review of its orqanization
and orientation of work, (li )establish mechanisms for follow-up of the committee' s

12/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-first Session,
Supplement No. 49 (A/4l/49).
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work ~nd decisions; (iii) facilitate the formulation of a comprehensive approach to
d~v~lopment issues in the field of natural resources, (iv) qive more emphasis to
reqional and subregional co-operation in that reqardJ (v) prepare guidelines for
the rest of the United Nations system in the area of natural resources and report
thereon to the Economic and Social Councih (vi) fulfil its co-ordinating role in
accordance with its mandate.

123. A number of delegations felt that interest in the Committee had been
deteriorating for vears and that that situation had arisen because of the way
discussions were conducted and support was provided by the Secretariat. One
deleqation que~tioned whether the decreased interest in the Committee was due to
the way it had been serviced by the Secretariat or to the way Member States had
perceived and utilized the Committee. A number of deleqations noted that the nine
vacancies in the membership of the Committee was an indication of insufficient
interest in its work. One delegation deplored the lack of interest shown by Member
States because it felt that the Committee had an important role to play as a focal
POint for enerqv, mineraI and water resources and that it could provide impetus to
planning and future activities in those fields.

124. One delegation, while agreeinq with the need to improve the effectiveness of
the Committee, underlined that it must play a role in co-ordinatinq the work of the
United Nations system in the field of natural resources. Another deleqation
acknowledqed the importance of the work of the Committee but felt that the
perspective of the work needed to be chanqed. There was a need, as others had
noted, to see how the Committee's work fit toqether with the work of other bodies
and to show how the work of the Committee related to the major thrust of world
concerns, namely, economic growth and development. The work of the Committee could
be greatlv improved if there was qreater complementaritv between its programmes and
those of related orqanizations of the United Nations system, such as UNESCO and
WMO.

125. Another deleqation indicated that it saw no move on the part of the Committee
over the years to exercise its mandate. The Committee was not plavinq its part.
It noted that the qoverninq bodies of the specialized aqencies had a more important
role in defininq work in the field of natural resources. The Committee on Natural
Resources of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacifie reviewed
proqramme activities down to the level of work-months. It auestioned whether it
was reallv the Committee's role onlv to review reports. Moreover, it questioned
the value of those reports if Member States were only goinq to review them every
two vears.

126. Finally, sorne delegations expressed their continuinq support for the Committee
despite the need for improvements in its work. One delegation considered the
establishment of the Special Commission an important opportunity for the Committee
to look deeply into its work. It fullv supported the work of the Committee and was
convinced that no other body covered natural resources in the same way. It
emphasized that in lookina at the Committee's relationship to other bodies and to
the potential for duplication or consolidation, members of the Committee should
bear in mind that no single body could do everything. Another deleqation noted the
countless positive statements that had been made in the Committee. In its view,
the results of the Committee met the expectations of Governments. It noted, as
other delegations had, that the fact that several orqanizations were involved in
the natural resources sector did not necessarilv imply duplication. Each
organization approached its work and activities from the perspective of its
particular mandate. The same delegation recoqnized the value of the work of the
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Secretariat. One deleqation associated itself with others that felt that the work
of the Committee should receive appropriate attention in the Economie and Social
Couneil and the General Assemblv. It also felt that the question of permanent
sovereiqnty over natural resources was a priority for the Committee, since natural
resources of developing countries were still beinq appropriated, mainly through
transnational corporations, but also throuqh depressed priees for basic commodities
and throuqh foreiqn debt. As the Committee was the only united Nations body which
considered toqether diverse matters concerninq natural resources, the Committee's
report to the Special Commission must focus on strengtheninq the Cammittee's work
and on improving its quality, rather than on questioninq its very existence.
Another deleqation joined others in citinq the impOrtance of the Committee and the
value of vhat emerged fram it for developinq countries. It noted the value of
havinq a forum for developed and developinq countries to exchange vievs on critical
issues in those impOrtnt sectors. The secretariat's reports and their conclusions
vere of immense value to its Government, and it felt that its time spent in the
Committee.was very worthvhile.

127. On the question of secretariat services and co-ordination of natural resources
activities within the united Nations system, some delegations noted that the United
Nations system did not function in a co-ordinated manner, vith 24 bodies dealing
with natural resources. One delegation noted that it vas unclear vhv different
units vere doinq what they vere doing. It was further noted that 19 organizational
entities vere involved in work in the energv field. The question vas posed whether
this was the MOst rational and effective way to deal vith those important sectors.
Sorne felt it would be better to consolidate such activities into a fev bodies that
could concentrate on several specifie matters where the United Nations oould make a
difference. One deleqation felt that if the Committee had paid more attention to
co-ordination of the work of the Secretariat, things miqht have improved. Bow the
Committee carried out its work was generallv considered important and, in that
reqard, ~ome delegations felt that the efforts of the Committee should be focused,
not scattered. One delegation was of the view that the Committee should formulate
guide1ines for the re~t of the United Nations system. It noted that co-ordination
vas crucial, even though there were constraints on co-ordination of all activities
of the United Nations system. In its view, co-ordination was a critieal function
of the Committee, as a subsidiarv bodv of the Economie and Social Council and as a
body that should specifv, guidelines i~ the field of natural resources for the
specialized aqencies. The Committee should also be ldOkinq at what was beinq done
in other forums dealing with natural resources issues and should comment on planned
proqramme activities.

128. One deleqation pointed to a Iack of interest on the part of the Secretariat,
as evidenced bv the late arrivaI of documents in its countrv's capital. The
lateness of documentation seriously hampered the ability of manv de1egations to
make expert inputs to the deliberations of the Committee and thus hindered the
Committee's ability to take effective decisions. A number of deleqations felt
there was a critical need to improve servicinq of the Committee by the
Secretariat.

129. One deleqation indicated that it was pleased with the documentation for the
session and noted that manv deleqations had cited the qualitv of the reports before
the Committee. Tt was of the vi~w, however, that the time avai1able to review the
documents was insufficient and therefore proposed that documents for the committee
be available to members six months prior to its sessions.
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130. With reqard to the issue of merqing the Committee vith relevant other bodies,
such as the Committee on the Development and Utilisation of New and Renevable
Sources of Enerqv, one deleqation vas prepared to discoss the poBslbUity, upon
revieving the mandates of each bodY. Another deleqation, vhile notlnq the
declininq interest in the Committee, vacancies in membership, lateness of documents
and shortcomings in secretariat servicinq, felt, hOtfever, that those factors did
not provide qrounds for merqing the Committee vith other bodies or elimlnating the
CamDittee altoqether. A number of delegations agreees on the need to consoUdate
mandates of secretariat units but noted that that should he done bV the SPeCial
Commission of the Economie and Social Council. A number of de1egations questioned,
however, the desirability of having ,two separate United Nations departments
servicinq the Committee. One delegation felt it would not he feasible to alter or
restructure the Committee, thouqh 1t miqht he necesBarv to increase the number of
meetings between biennial sessions. Another de1egation aqreed on the need for .
improvements in the timelv deliverv of documents and in the approach to the wark of
the Commlttee, but dld not Agree that the CbmRlttee ahould he merqed vith another
body or eliminated. It noted that the Committee vas of Cffeat ~rtance to the
developinq oountries, ita termination wau1d eliminate the important consideration
of natural reBOurces in a multilateral context.

131. On the question of participation of techn1cal experts, a number of deleqations
cited the non-participation of experts as one of the problells facinq the
Committee. The absence of experts precluded the possibility of havinq in-depth
discussions on technlcal Issues raised ln the Secretariat reports. ~e

deleqat10ns noted that at its ninth session, the Oommittee had decided to
concentrate its efforts on vater resources but that that had not attracted more
experts to the tenth seselon of the CoIIIJIittee. In the view of one deleqation, that
vas because the Committee vas considered marqinal, vhlch raised questions as to
vhether the Committee vas the body vith the requisite expertise to advise the
Economie and Social Council and whether the Comaittee could discharqe its mandate
in the absence of experts. It furthernoted that, out of 13 membership seats
availab1e to the Western European and other States, 5 seats on the Committee
reaained vacant. It noted that that vas because five wealthv countrles wauld not
&Pend moneV to send experts because thev did not feel that the wark of the
Committee vas slqnlficant enough to 1ustifv the expenditure. In short, that
deleqation vas of the viev that there vas a clear dec1ine in the expertise of the
eommittee, that the Committee vas not fulfil1i04 its oriqinal mandate and that
those points should be reported to the Special Commission.

132. SolDe deleqations noted that in order to Improve the Committee's work and make
it more responslve to members' needs, the absence of experts, particular1v from
developinq countries, needed to he remedied. It vas noted that for many deve10pinq
countries, distance and the acarclty of funds vere factors tbat limited their
ability to finance travel and to participate in the Oomaittee's meetings. Several
delegations vere of the viev that the United Nations should finance the
participation of experts from develoPinq countries to overcone that problem.

133. One deleqat10n pointed out that onlv 48 Governaents had chosen to 10in the
Oommittee when 54 seats vere availab1e. In its viev, the absence of experts
derived from the lack of funds to pav for thelr participation as vell as frOID the
diversitv of the CoauIittee's agenda. It vas impossible for anv countrY to coyer
a1l items on the agenda vith experts in New York. It considered that the Committee
shou1d concentrate on onlv a fev itea. Moreover, the frequency of the CoIImIittee's
meetinqs, the number of reports prepared by the Secretariat and the .embershi~ of
the Committee should he reduced.
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134. One delegation emphasized that its Government hadalways managed to send
experts to the Committee, though it was unrealistic to expect Governments to send
experts to coyer all the issues. One delegation noted that it had experts present
on every major subiect. One deleqation emphasized that one of the main problems of
the Committee was findinq ways of gettinq more experts to its meetings,
particularly qiven the technical nature of the material.

135. On the question of follow-up and Implementation of the Oommittee's .ork one
deleqation noted a lack of follow-up on the part of Governments of decisions taken
bv the Committee. One deleqation auestioned whether the permanent missions in New
York were adequatelv oommunicating to their capitals the importance of the .ork of
the Committee.

136. It was emphasized that resolutions adopted bV the Ccmmittee were not iqnored
bv Governments, rather, the problem facing Governments was similar to that facinq
the Committee: how to translate recommendations into action. That required ma10r
expenditures, and it should be recognized that developinq countries could not act
without the necessary financial resources. It was noted that structural defects in
the United Nations machinerv also existed within member Governments. In that
deleqation's view, however, the fundamental problem was financing, other problems
were secondarv. One deleqation felt that one of the main problems of the committee
was to ensure that the results of its .ork vere translated into programmes of value
to Member States.

137. A number of other issues were raised in the discussion on this sub-item. One
delegation noted that the issues before the Committee on Natural Resources were
also dealt with, in part, by the Intergovernmental Ccmmittee on Science and
Technoloqy for Development, that technical assistance activities were reviewed bv
the Governinq Council of UNDP and that mineral resources were heinq dealt with in
UNCTAD.- That delegation felt that it miqht he best for the United Nations to
orqanize itself better to carry out the .ork envisaged oriqinally in the field of
natural resources.

138. One delegation noted that the Committee should go back to the basics on which
it was founded and should encourage its members to exchanqe vievs on how to improve
its .ork.

139. One de1egation emphasized the importance of incorporating information on
regional and subregional developments and activities in the reports for the
Committee.

140. Another delegation fe1t that the Committee should focus on its functioninq and
its response to mandates qiven by the Economic and Social COunc!l and the General
Assembly.

141. Some deleqations emphasized the importance that their Governments attached to
the Committee fram a substantive point of view and welcomed the opportunitv to
improve the functioninq of the Committee. Many deleqations felt that it vas
essential to beqin with an examination of the Committee's mandate, followed bv an
identification of weaknesses and consideration of how the Committee could he
improved. A number of deleqations also indicated that, upon review, it might he
determined that other bodies miqht better aeet the needs of Member States. One
deleqation emphasized the need to keep in mind the impact that any decision would
have on the functioninq of the United Nations system as a whole.
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142. One deleqation suggested that the Committee needed a new theme that would be
of practical interest to Member States. A possible means of improvinq the
efficiencv 6f the Committee's work vas to have more expert symposia and seminars
convened bv the Secretariat betveen sessions, and for the Committee to consider
their conclusions and recommendations and to &~ke further reoommendations to the
Economie and Social Council. It did not feel that the Committee had outlived its
usefulnessl rather it considered the Committee to he an important political body
dealinq vith some of the most important sub1ects vithin the United Nations. It
concurred on the need to avoid anv duplication or overlappinq and felt that the
Committee should make recommendations in that reqard to the Economie and Social
Council and the General Assembly.

143. Another deleqation indicated that some comments ~de by members of the
Committee vent beyond the mandate given by the Economie and SOCial Council in
decision 1987/112. In particular, it sugqested that paraqraphs 3 (b) and (d) of
recommendation 8 of the Group of Hiqh-level Interqovernmental Experts 12/ should be
left to the SPeCial Commission. It fu1lv aqreed vith other delegationS-that the
issues covered by the Committee vere important to developinq countries.

144. Another delegation questioned the relevance of the issues contained in the
reports befote the Committee and the relevance of the work of the Committee to the
comman interest in economic growth. It expressed the viev that there was a
tendency for the Committee to treat enerqy, mineraIs and water as separate
sUb1ects, vith 1itt1e effort spent on demonstratinq in capitals what should he done
in those sectors in order to promote economic qrowth. It also felt that tao much
emphasis was p1aced on preparing reso1utions in the Committee.

145. Pinal1y, one de1eqation noted that manv had diaqnosed the problems facing the
Committee, for example, the absence of experts on the subject-matters and the
question of duplication, but had not prescribed treatment. One sugqestion it had
heard ::as euthanasia, which usuallv implied that aIl other options had been
explored. The purpose of the Special Commission's studv was to identifv measures
to rationalize and simp1ifV the Committee's work and to avoid duplication of work.
It noted, as had other deleqations, that there were many entities involved in
activities relating to natural resources and enerqy. It was important to know
vhere the Committee stood in the system. Merqer or consolidation should only he a
remedV of last resort. There vas a need for improving the system of reporting fram
subsidiarv bodies to the principal bodv. Pollow-up of the results of the Committee
consisted mainly in their beinq taken note of bV hiqher bodies. As for the Many
references to the lack of interest of Governments and experts or lack of
secretariat support, it vas that deleqation's view that the Secretariat should not
be blamed, but that the Committee needed to give clear directions to the
Secretariat on the types of reports it vanted.

Action taken by the Committee

146. At its 198th meeting, on 15 April, the Cornmittee considered a draft text on
the review of its functioninq for submission to the Special Commission of the
Economie and Social Council on the In-depth Study of the United Nations
Intergovernmental Structure and Ponctions.

147. At the same meeting, the Committee decided to submit the text, as orally
amended, to the Special Commission, toqether with the related chapter of its report
(see chap. 1, sect. C, decision 10/4).
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Chapter XI

148. fte ee-tttee conrJlcJere4 ft.. 11 of It8 aqenda et its l'7th ...tinq, on
15 Apdl 1987. It hac! before lt a note by the Secretariat contalnlnCJ a draft
provl.tonal aqendà for lta eleventh 88ss1on, toqether vith the llst of requested
dccu.entaticn (B/C.7/1987/L.3).

Action tek.n br the ea-lttee

14'. At the ,.a...tinq, the CoruItttee, on the propo881 br the Chair_n, decided
to recoGBMnd the Bconcaic and Social Colmeil to teke note of the report of the
a..ittee on lt. tenth ....len and to approve tbe provi810nal aqenda and
doouIIentation for ta ele..nth H881on, a8 ...nded, in the llqbt of the draft
re801utlone adopted b'f the ee..ittee (ue ehap. 1, sect. 8, draft deoision).
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Chapter XII

ADOPTION or ms RBJIOR!' OP ms CDlMIftBB OH rrs '1'BU'lII 81SSI0if

150. At its 198th aeetinq, on 15 April 1978, the eoeaittee COIIstdececl the draft
report on Its tenth 88selon on the baste of docnents B/C.7/1987/L.5 and McI.l-&
and three Infor"l J)al)ers contatninq the sections of the draft report on the United
.ations Revolvln9 Pond for .atura1 ReBOUrees _loration, the preparations for the
-.dlua-ten plan for the perloc! 1990-1995,. and the revlew of the funotionlftCJ of
the ee.aitt...

151. At the .......tlftfJ the ca..lttee adoptee! the draft report, as orallv revleed
and a..nded.

• Replaclnq BIC.7/1987/L.5/Md. 7, vbloh vas vlthdravn t'Y the Rapporteur.
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Chapter XIII

ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

A. Opening and duration of the session

152. The Committee on Naturai Resourees held its tenth session at United Nations
Headquarters from 6 to 15 April 1987. The Committee held 13 meetings (186th to
198th meetings).

153. The session was opened by the Under-Seeretary-General for Teehniea1
Co-operation for Development.

B. Membership and attendanee

154. In accordance with Economie and Social Couneil resolution 1621 A (LI) of
30 July 1971, the Committee is composed of 54 States Members of the United Nations;
eleeted on the prineiple of equitable qeoqraphieal distribution. Two members from
Afriean States, two members from Asian states and five members fram Western
European and other States remain to he eleeted.

155. The followinq States members of the Committee were represented: Argentina,
Bangladesh, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Burundi, Bvelorussian Soviet Socialist'
Republie, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, France,
German Democratie Republie, Germanv, Federal Republie of, Ghana, Greece, Hunqarv,
India, Iran (Islamie Republie of), Japan, Kenya, Libvan Arab Jamahiriya, Malavsia,
Moroceo, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Poland, Sudan,
Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Uqanda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republie, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republies, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zaire.

156. The following States Members of the United Nations were represented bv
observers: Belgium, Guatemala, Indonesia, oman, Peru, Trinidad and Tobaqo, United
Klnqdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Yuqoslavia.

157. The followinq reqiona1 commissions vere represented: Economie and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacifie, Economie Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean, Economie Commission for Afriea, Economie and Social Commission for
Western Asia.

158. The followinq United Nations bodies and speeialized aqeneies were
represented: United Nations Children's Fund, Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, United Nations Edueational, Seientifie and Cultural
Orqanization, World Health Orqanization, United Nations Industrial Development
Orqanization.

159. Pax Romana (International Catholie Movement for Intellectuai and Cultural
Affairs and International Movement of Catholie Students), a non-governmental
orqan;zation in consultative status, eateqorv II, with the Economie and Sociai
Couneil, vas also represented.
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C. Hl.cUon of officera

160. At ite 186th to 188th meeUnga, en 6 and 7 April 1987, the CcIIImittee elacted,
by acclamation, the following olUeers.

Chairmana Victor KJ:ilhanovaky (Oterainian SOviat &ociaUet Republic)

Viee-Olair.n. M'ballUll8C! Olafik Bl lhatib (Moroccc)
Malik Alhar Bllahi (Pakistan)
Jorge Alberto aelo-Barfouche (COlombia)

RaPpOrteur. l'recJ.doka Gregory (canada)

D. àenda and orsranisatlcn of ..ork

161. At ite 186th meeting, on 6 April, the CCIIJDlttee adoptee! theprodetonal agenda
for the ••e.ion (B/C.7/1987/1 and MeS.I), which ie rep1'ocSucecS in annex 1 to the
pree.nt report.

162. At the-a.e meeting, the Ccmmitt.e approvocS the organisation of work of the
a.eeion (B/C.7/1987/L.2).
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Annex 1

AGBNDA 01' TBB '1'BN'1'B SESSION

1. B1ection of offieera.

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organisationa1 matters.

3. Water resourcea, prQ9ren in the illlP1e_ntation of the Mar deI Plata Action
Plan.

4. Mineral resourees.

5. Bnergv resources.

6. New techniques, ine1uding re.ote sensinq, for identifyinq, exp10rinq for and
assessinq natural resources.

7. United Nations Revo1vinq l'und for Natura1 Resourees Exploration.

8. Permanent sovereigntv over natura1 resourees.

9. Co-ordination of proqra.-es within the United Nations system in the field of
naturai resources. .

10. Other matters.

11. Provisiona1 agenda for the e1eventh Bession of the Committee.

12. Adoption of the report of the Comaittee on its tenth session.
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Annex II

LIS'l' OP DOCUMENTS BEFORE '!'HE COMMI'l"l'EE A'l' ITS "l'ENTH SESS ION

Agenda
Document numbec item 'l'iUe oc descdption

DP/1987/48 7 United Nations Revolving Pund for Natural
Resources Exploration, report of the
Administrator of the United Nations
Deve10puent programme

B/C.7/1987/l and Add.l 2 Annotated provisiona1 agenda

B/C. 7/1987/2 8 Permanent sovereignty over natural
resources: report of the secretary-General

E/C.7/1987/3 6 Application of miccocomputer technology in
the assessment, deve10pment and planning of
natural resources: vater, energy and
mineral resources: report of the
Secretary-Genera1

E/C.7/1987/4 3 Progress achieved and prospects in the
implemen ta tion by Govemmente of the Mar deI
Plata Action Plan: report of the
Secretal'y-Genel'al

BIC.7/1987/5 3 Financing of water resources development:
report of the 8ecretary-General

B/C.7/l987/6 ' 3 Review of the situatiœ with regard to the
developuent of water resources in the
drought-stricken countries of the Afrlcan
region: report of the Economie caamission
for Afriea

E/C.7/1987/7 3, 4 and 5 Programme activities of the United Nations
system in the field.of natural resoureess
report of the secretary-General

B/C.7/l987/8 4 Trends and salient issues in mineral
resources: report of the secretary-General

E/C.7/1987/9 and Corr.1 5 Trends and salient issues in the development
of energy resources: report of the
8ecretary-Genera1

E/C.7/l987/l0 9 OO-ordination and co-operation in vater
resources developuent: report of the
8ecretary-General
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Document number

E/C.7/1987/CRP.1

E/C.7/l987/L.1

E/C.7/1987/L.2

E/C.7/1987/L.3

Aqenda
item

10

2

2

11

Tit1e or description

Issues'in natura1 resources and enerqy for
consideration in the preparation of the
medium-term plan for the period 1990-1995:
note Dy the Secretarv-General

Report on the state of preparedness of
documentation for the session: note by the
Secretariat

OrQanization of the wark of the session:
note by the Secretariat

Provisiona1 aqenda for the eleventh session
of the Committee: note by the Secretariat

E/C.7/1987/L.4 3

E/C.7/l987/L.5 and Add.1-6* 12

E/C.7/l987/L.6 6

E/C.7/1907/L.7 6

E/C.7/l987/L.7/Rev.1 6

E/C.7/1987/L.8 4

E/C.7/1987/L.9 8

E/C.7/1987/L.lO 7

E/C.7/l987/L.ll 9

Argentina: draft resolution

Draft report of the Committee

Philippines: draft resolution

Colombia, Morocco and Philippines: draft
resolution

China, ColOlllbia, Morocco and Philippines:
revised draft resolution

Colombia: draft resolution

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: draft
resolution

Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Japan
and Marocco: draft resolution

United States of America: draft resolution

• E/C.7/1987/L.5/Add.7 vas withdrawn.
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world. Consul! your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales Section, New York or Geneva.

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences dépositaires
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KAK nOJIY1.JI1Tb I13JlAHI1H OPfAHI13AUl111 ObbE.llI1HEHHbIX HAUI1H

113naHHlI OpraHH3auHH OG'benHHeHHblx HauHll MOlKHO KynHTb B KHHlKHblX Mara3HHax
HareHTCTBax BO Bcex pallcHax MHpa. HaBonHTe cnpaBKH oG H3naHIIlIX BBaweM KHHlKHOM
Mara3HHC HnH nHWHTe no anpecy: OpraHH3aUHli OG'bellHHeHHblx HaUHll, CCKUHli no
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