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STATEI4ENT BY THE PRNSTDENT

ON CUBAN RNFL]GEE POLICY

I would like to make a statement to you and to the
nation about the extremely critical probr-m with the
cuban citizens who are escaping from their country and
coming to our shores in a very haphazard and dangerous
way. Tens of thousands of Cubans are fleeing the
repression of the Castro regime under chaotic andperilous conditions.

Castro himself has refused to permit them a safe
and orderly passage to the united states and to other
countries who are also wirling to receive them. Repeatedinternational efforts to resolve this crisis have blen
rejected or ignored by the Cuban government. At 1east
seven peopre have died on the high seas. The responsibi"tj"tyfor those deaths and the threat of further loss oi l-iferests on the shoulders of Fidel Castro, who has so far
refused to cooperate with uso with those escapihg his
regimer or with other countrj-es in establj.shing a legal
and orderly procedure for dealing with this cuban problem.

fn keeping with the laws and traditions of our owncountry, the United States has provided a safe haven
for many of these people who have arrived on our shores.
since the beginning of this crisis we have been operating
under three basic principles. First, to treat the
escaping Cubans with decency, fairness, and humanity;
second, to observe and to enforce the existing United
States law; and third, to work with other"countries and
with international organizations to develop an orderly
and legal solution to this very painful human dilemma.
That is still- our fundamental approach.

But now we must take additi.onal steps to end Cuba's
inhumane actions and to Lrring safety and order to a
process that continues to threaten lives. Therefore
we will implemerrt a five-point program to permit safe
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and orderly passage from Cuba, for those people who
sought freedom in the U.S. fnterest Section in Havana
first of all; for political prisoners who have been held
by Castro for many years; for those who sought a haven
of freedom in the Peruvian embassy, some of whom are
still being held there; and for close famil)'members of:
Cuban-Amerieans who live in this country an<l who have
permanent resident status. Those four: caLegories will
be given priority in their authorization to come to our:
country.

Firstr w€ are ready to start an airLift and a
sealift for these screened and qualified people to eome
to our country, and for no other escapees from Cuba.
We will provide this airlift and sealift to our cr:untry
and to other countries as well, just as soon asi the
Cubans accept this offer. The U.S. Government vril.l have
an aircraft ready and will inrnediateJ-y charter ships,
one of which will. be stan<ling by in Key West. to lrring
the first group of Cubans, after they are screenetl, to
our country. These ships and the Key West p1-anes will
be ready to go to Cuba to receive properly screened
Cubans for entry to the Unj-ted States and to otht--r
countries, to help in their resettlement.

To insure legality and order, a1I people will have
to be sereened before departure from Cuba. We will wcrk
with the Congress, the Cuban-American community,
interested nations and the Cuban government to determine
the total nurnber of people that we will receive, both
on a monthJ-y basis and during the next L2 months.

Second, t"omorrow we will open a family registration
center -i.n Miami, and later perhaps i.n other cofirmunities,
to begin receiving the names of per:ple who are eligible
for immigration to our nation because they are close
members of Cuban-American families who have permanent
residence here.

Third, the Coast Guard is now conmunicating with
al} hroats which are en route to Cuba and those in lvlariel
Harbor in Cuba, to urge them to return to ther Unit.ed
States without acceptinE additional passenqers. No new
trips to Cr.lba by these unar.rthorized boats should be
started, Those who comply wi.th tiris request or command
will have nothing to fear from the law, but we will
insure that t-he law is obeyed. Persons who violate this
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requirement, and who violate U.S" immigration custom
laws by traveling to Cuba to pick up additional passengel:s,
will be subject to civil fines and to criminal
prosecution. Furthermore, boats used to bring people:
unlawfully to this country will be seized. f have
directed the various law enforcemenL agencies to take
additiclnal steps as necessary to assure that this
policy and the law are obeyed.

Fourth, in an unprecedented and irresponsible act,
Castro has taken hardened criminals out of pri.son and
forced some of the boat owners whcl h;rve gone to Cuba
from our country to bring these criminals back to the
United States. Thus far over 400 such per$ons have been
detained. I have instructed the Attorney General to
commence exclusion proceedings immediately for these
criminals and others who represent any danger to our
country. We wilI ask also appropriate international
agencies to negotiate their return to Cuba.

These steps are fully consistent with the consensus
which was reached by 22 nations and seven international
organizations in the lian Jose conference on May thc Bth
this last week. In addition, the Secretary of State wil]
continue consultation with other nations to determine
additional steps that the internat.ional community can
take to resolve this problem. We will seek the help
of the United Nations, the Organization of American
States, and other international organizations as wel1.

The Cuban-American community has, of course,
contributed much to Miami, to Florida, and to our own
country. f respect the deep desire to reunite divided
families. fn the interest of that great and valiant
ethnic community, and in the interest of our countryr
we will continue to work closely with the Cuban-American
community to bring about a safe and orderly resolution
of this crisis.

I continue to be greatly concerned about the
treatment of Haitians who have also come to this country
recently on small L:oats. t have instructdd all appropriaLe
Federal agencies to treat the Haitians now here in the
same, exact, humane manner as we treat Cubans and others
who seek asylum in this country, our laws never contem-
plated and do not adequately provide for people coming
to our shores directly for asylum the way the Cubans ernd
the Haitians have done recently.
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r will work crosely with the congress to formulate
a ronq term sorution to this prolrlem, and to deter:minethe legal status of the i:oat people once this current
emergency is under control.




