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III]MAN RTGHTS A}ID SCTENTTFTC A}ID TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMEJ{TS

lllot g* blr the Secf:_e_tary-General

1. On 19 December 1968, th_e General Assenbf]'adopted_ resolution 2)+50 (fXfff ) inr'rhich, ]A!S-I*4ig, sharing tl-re concern expressed- by the fnternational- Conference
on Hrrmnn Rr'r]r*c held" at Teheran in 1958 t/ tnat reeent scientific d.iscoveries and.technological advances r although they opened up vast prospects for economic, social
qnrl nrr'l *rrvcl nfnsrru Lur'/uror pruffreSS: ffi&Y neverthel-ess endanger the rights and freed.orns of
ind"ivicluals and peoples and conseouently called. for constant attention, an<1
end'orsing the idea that these problems require thorough and eontinuous
interdisciplinary studies, both national and. international, r^rhich may serve as a
basis for draving up appropriate stand.ards to protect human rights and fundamentalfraarlnmc ;t i-""ited. the Secretarv-Genera.-l - inter a'l in - to rrndertakc e qtrrdrr nfvf usu utrs ugutgud_., 
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the problems in connexion with human rights arising from developments in science
and technology"

z. Pursuant to this and subsequent resolutions of the General
the Coninission on Human Rights , Z/ a study of hrman riehts and
J-polrnn'l nor'nc'l A6*-*r *svelopments has been caried. out.

acaamhllr ond 
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scientific and

3. An account of the work in progress und,er the relevant resolutions and of the
documents issued as at 26 January LgT6 is contained in a note by the Secretary-
General on the programme of work in connexion rvith human rights and. scientific and.
technological developments i,rhich was submitted to the Comnission on lluman Rights
at its thirty*second session, held- from 2 February to 5 l.llarch 19T6. Copies of the
document (E/CN.)+/l.f:f: and Corr.l*lr) will be mad.e available to deleeations.

t? Al3' /r0 .

1/ See Final- Act of the International Conference on Human Rights (uniteo-
Nations publication, Sales llo. E"68.Xffr.Z).

^2/ General Assembly resotutions 2721 (Xxv) of 15 December L9TO" 3026 (XxVff)
of 18 Decenber LgTz, 3150 (XriTTT) of t[ Decembez. 1973 and- 3p6g ixxix) or
l0.December l-97L; cornmission on Hurnan Rights resolutions 10 (xxvrr) of 18 l4arch rgTr,2 (xxx) of L2 February t9Th, tl (xxXI) of 5 l,rarch L9Ti" 11 (xxxrr) of 5 Marcrr ig,le
and 10 (XXXfrr) of tt- l,{arch I9TT.
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)r" On 10 December IoTL, the Ceneral Assembly adopted resolution 3268 (XXfX) ir"
vhich it ' 

j-nler a.l:Lq, clrev the attention of States to the ad.vantages vhich night
be CLerived from the elaboration and adoption of meas'.rres designed to adapt national
-l epi sl ati on nnd nrsnf i r.eq r.rhora annrnnri qf a na* nn] rr J-n l-olra orutjrrruuavrr qllu r ,rrrer e *y.y- v.f .{ revv } lrvu vrrf,ll/ uv uaf\s oCCCUIlt Of nef,f
technofogy but also to safeguard, the fund,amental rights of the individual and of
groups or organizations in all sectors of social life, and invited Governments
which already had expe::ience in this fietd, to transmit to the Secretary--General
the informa.tion available to them" The Assembly also d,rev the attention of the
Economic and. Social Council and the Commission on Human Rights to the importance
of collecting qualified- opinions in the study of probfems of human rights and
scientific and technological developments, particularly with regard to a code of
ethics, ancl requested" them to take the necessary measures for the implementation
of the resolution in fiaison, in particular, with the Committee on Science and.
Technolo-ey for Development and the Ad,visory Committee on the Anplieation of Science
and Technology to Development, which were invi.ted to follow these problems as a
r.rhole at regular intervals; recluested the Secretary*General to invite the
specialized" agencies to, inter alia_, consid.er the preparation of recommendations
concerning international standard-s in the areas r,iithin their comr:etence falling
vithin the purv-ier,,r of the resolution' and, in paragranh 5, reo_uested the Comrnission
on Hurnan Rights to drar^r up e programne of r.rork in conne:lion with human riehts and
scientific and technological developments. vith a view to undertaking in particular
the formulation of standard.s in the areas which vould appear to be sufficiently
analysed.

5" On 5 r'larch 1q75, the Commission on Human Rights, at its thirty-first session,
adopted. resolution ll (XXXI), in rrhich it requested the Secretary-Ceneralr amon{j
other things, to achieve as soon as possible the fult implementation of the
resolutions adopted- on this subject by the General Assembly and the Conunission on
Human Fights. Tt also decided., inter_a]le, r,^rithout prejud.ice to th_e continuation
of the study of the other questions referred. to in previous resolutions of the
Assembly and of the Conmission, to draw uil a prograilrme of work in connexion with
human rights and scientific and technological developments pursuant to Assembly
resolution 3268 (XX]X) relating in particular to the d.efinition of stand.ards in
areas r,rhich might allpear to have been sufficiently analysed-"

6. On 10 November I9Tr, the General- Assembl;'adopted- resolution 33Bl+ (XXf)
entitled "Declaration on tlie Use of Sci"entific and Technological- Progress in the
Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of lVlankincl:?. In this Declaration the
Assembly proclaimed, inLe:q_ alia, that all States shall promote international
co*operation to ensure that the r"esults of scientific and technological d,evelopments
are used, in the interests of strengthening international peace and security,
freedom and ind.ependence, and also for the purpose of the economie and social
development of peoples and the vealfzation of hi;man rights and freed"oms. States
shall also take appropriate measures to prevent the use of these d.evelopments to
lirnit or interfere with the enjoyment of huma.n rights and to ensure that scientific
and technological achievements satisfy the material and spiritual needs of all
sectors of the oopui-ation " Under this Declaration, States shall refrain fr"orrr usinf,
scientific and lechnological a,chievements to violate the sovereignty and.
berritorial integrity of other States, interfere in -t,heir internal affairs, wage
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aggressivo l,r&rs: suplress na'cional liberation movements or pursue a policy of
racial- discrimination, and thev shall co-operate in establishing and strengthening
the sci.entific and technolor:ica.l capacity of d.evel-oping countries. l{easures shal-l
also be taken to ertend" the benefits of science and. technology to afl strata of
the population- i;o prornote the fullest realjzation of human rights and fundamental
l'reed-oms and to ensure ccmp]iance with lefislation /tllaranteeing hunan rights anrl
freedolis in the conditions of scientific and technological developments.

7 " 0n 5 lt4arcih 1976, the Cornmj-ssion on Human Rights, at its thirty-second- session,
acionted. resolution ff (rXXff ) in which it recluested the Secretary:General to
continue collecting d-ocu:"rentation on the d-evelopment of ncu technology as it
rrertains t,o human ri.ghbs, r.rhere necessary with the assistance of q,ualified experts,
and to continue and-, if necessary, strengthen co*operation and. ad,eq-uate
co*ord.ination between TJnited" l{ations organs and the special-ized agencies with
rega: d to the In'pact of science and technology on human rights, in particular vith
a vier^r to the proposed. conference on science, technology and developmentl and
decided to give prioritv at its thirty-third session to the item "Human rights and
scientific and technological d-evelopments".

B" On 15 Dece:'rber IqT6. the General Assembllr, at its thirty-first session,
pdontprl rcqnl,r'fisrr 3L/728 in r,rhich it cal]ed upon l{ember States to take accognt
of the provisions and principles contained, i.n the Declaration on the Use of
Scientific and, Technological Progress in the fnt,erests of Peace and- for the Benefit
of i'iankind"', reouested the 1L0, UIIESCO, lfHO and other specialized agencies to take
into account in their programmes and. activities the pertinent provisions of the
Proclarnation of Teheran and the provisions of the Declarationl and requested the
Cornrnission on Human Rights to give special attention to the ini'plementation of the
pro.risions of the Declaration"

9" At its thirty-third session, the Comrnission on Human Rights adopted
resolution 10 A (XXXfff ) of If l,{arch L7TT, in which it recluested- the Sub*Cornmission
on Prevention of Discriinination and" Protection of l4inorities to study, with a view
t,o for"nula.t-lnq sr'.',1o1 .'-o. -'f nnqqil'1 e. the nrrestion of the nroteCtiOn Of thOSeI rr t/vrrlurr 9 ulru vuuD urrL yrvu
d.etained" on the ground-s of mental i11-health against treatment vhich may adversely
affect the human personalitl' ancl its phvsical and, inte]lectual integrity" Tn its
resolution 10 3 (XXXfff), also of 11 l.{arch L7TT" the Conrmission r,relcomed the
c.d.onl,ion by the General Assernbirr in its resolution 33BIr (XfX) of the Decl-aration
on th"e Use of Scientific a,nd Technological Progress in the fnterests of Peace and.
for t-,he Benefit of r{sn1',ind , accepted" it, together r^rith other relevant international
instrriments, n.s a gtiide for its tirtrlre vork" nrnnhrcizo'l -l-ha irnnnytance Of StateS
Ilernbers taking into accounJ, the provisions and principles of the Declaration:
instructed the Sub-Commission to exa-mine stud.ies relating to this subject in the
light of the provisions of'the Decl-aration and to report its o):r:r.ie.1.icr-s to tilc;
Comrn.ission on Human Rights' rlrer,r the attention of the Commi'i;tee <-,n Scieii:e :rd
Torhnnl norr fnr neveloorrLent i;c the orovisions of the )eclaration and requested_ that
the Committee take those prcvisions into account in the preparation of the United
Nations Conference on Science and Technolog. for Development to be held in L9T9:,
ancl clecided to consider aL its thirty-fsurth session the question of implernenting
the provisions of the ,l)ecl-aration.
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10" Attention is d-rawn to chapter )'i of the report of the Sub-Cor'rilission on its
bhirtieth session (t,/Cw \/l.Z1) re,garding the consideration h./ the Suh.'Co"nrission
^ra 4-r^^ ^.'^^+-'^^ nf rrrrrrn ri rh.t.. a.nd scientifiC and_ technOlOqical CeveloTrmentS"vl. l,rLs \.ruqDufu1l va '14 jatr f r:'_ruD c.l]u 5uIcllu.!rJ_L; dJiLL {,eullllu.'L'}'rfcdL

11" At its thirtv-fourth session, the Con-mission dealt with this ouestion again"
A sunrmary of the Cornmissionis d-'iscussion on the question may be found- in chapter XT
ef the report on that session" 3/

12., The Generaf Assenbry at its thirty-th-ird session ac'iopted resolution 33/53 of
14 December 1978, by',uhich it requested the Cornmission on llunian Riglrts to urge th.at
the study of the q-uestion of the nroteetion of those detained on the grounds of
menial ill-.health be undLertaken as a natter of priority by the Sub-Commission and.
to present a progress report on the question to the Assembly at its thirtT*fifth
ses sion.

13" At its thirty-second session, the Sub-Cornmission on Prevention of
Discrimination and" Protection of riinorities, by its resolution 6 (xrxrl) or
5 Septenber 1979- recluested the iecretary*Generaf to nrer,are a report analysinf
information concerning t,he subject referred to in Comm.ission on Hutman Pights
resolution 10 -{ (fXXfff) ,rith a vier,r to the forrnulation o€ r"uiclelines regarding
the medical measures that may nroperl;r 5. employed in-bhe treatment of persons
d"etained. on the grounds of mental ill-health and proced.ures for d-etermining r,rhether
adecluate grounds exist for cletaining such person and anolying such medi,cal
m.easures 

"

14. ilaving postponed- consi4eratio'r of the agenda iter,: at ibs thirty-fifth session,
the Comraission had before it at its thirty-sixth sessri.on tr,ro annual reports on
Ltrrer.re:l-opments relating to science and technologrr elsewhere in the United Nations
systen of interest to the Commission (t/Clt"\h2TS and E/CIT"\/tZOd). vhich should be
read in conjunction r,rith the first report issued- on the same subject (f/Cn ")+/:'Z3)+),
and an ad-dend.u-m to the report of the Secretary--General on human rights and"
national machinerv for decision-,making on seience policl." rrith par-ticular reference
to technological assessment (t/ctt .)+/l'Z3:_ / \dd. t ) .

15. At j-ts thirty-sixth session. by d.ecision 16 (XXXVI), tne Conmission d-ecirled- to
postpone to its thirty-.seventh session consid-eration of item 15 concerning human
rights and scientific and technological devel_opments.

J9r{isrel-,Re-qplQs-o-Lllr*e--qs9no"lgi"s"-ee"q"*qqq}-a1J*e!u-qr.L.-1!f g-,-
Supplement No" tr (a/ryf\/ZLt)"




