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I. IIITRODUCT ]Oi'{

l-. The present report is subr.ritted. in accordance vith paragraph B of
General Assembly resolution 3\116 of 9 November L979.

2. Tn that resolution, the General Assembly, inter alia, noted vith satisfaction
the d.ecisive role played by the United. Nations Sudano-sahelian Office in helping
to combat the effects of the drought ancl to implement the medium-term and long-
term rcr.nrrerw errfl rehabil-itation prograi[me ad.opted by the States members of thevvv v v4J

Permanent fnter-State Coromittee on Drought Control- in the Sahel, and in mobilizing
the npneqsnrrr resources to finance priority projects. The Asserrbly also
exnressed its pratitude to the Governments, United. llations ageneies and other
intergovernmentaJ- organizationso private otganizations and ind.ivid.uals who have
contributed- to the implementation of the med.ium-term and long-term recovery and.

rehabilitation progra^tnme in the Sud.ano-Sahelian region, and. urged a1l
Governments, United. Nations agencies, intergovernmental organizations, private
organizations and ind"ividuals to continue to respond favourablyo either bilaterally
or through the United Nations Sud.ano-Sahel-ian Office or any other intermediary,
to requests for assistance from the Governments of the States members of the
Permanent fnter-State Comrittee and from the Commi.ttee itself . fn ad-d'ition, the
Assanbly reaffirmed. the role of the United- Nations Sudano-Sahe1ian Office (UNSO) V
as the central point and principal body responsible for co-ord.inating the efforts
of United. Nations agencies to help the countries of the Sahel to iraplenent their

'recovery and rehabilitation programme, and invited. that Office to continue to
co-ordinate the efforts of the specialized agencies and. other otganj.zations and
progra.nnnes of the United. Nations system with a view to ensuring an effective
contribution by the United. i{ations system to the implementation of the recovery
and" rehabilitation progranrme for the eountries of the Sahel- and to increasing its
^-* ^L.i1r'+"- +^vwrr @v!!rur u- r€spofid adequately to additional requests for assistance from the
Governments of the States nembers of the Permanent Inter-State Con'rrnittee on
Drought Control in the Sahel and from the Comr:rittee itseff. The Assembly further
invited. the Office to continue its close co-operation with the Permanent
Inter-State Comrnittee with a vier,r to the imptementation of the recovery and.

rehabilitation progrannne and of priority projects.

3. Since 1973, when the plight of the orought-stricken countries of the
Sudano-Sahelian region was considered. by the Generaf Assembly and the Economic and

Social Council, those bod.ies have adopted. resolutions rrhich have consistently
supported the rehabilitation and devefopment efforts of the countries concerned., at
both the rrational and. regional levels, and have responded favourabl-y to the
requests for assistance from the Governments in the region, na-mely, Chad, the
Camlia, I'talin Mauritania, the Niger, Senegal and the Upper Volta, r+hich were

V Formerly called. the United Nations Sahel-ian Office. Follotring
adopt-ion of General Assembl-y resolution 33/80, the name \'Ias changed- to
Nations Sudano-Sahel-ian Office to reflect more accurately the enlarged
geographical scope of its responsibil-ities.

the
the United.
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joined. by Cape Verd"e in 1975. fn this connexi.on, the Assembly ad.opted thefolloving resotutions: 305i+ (xxvrrr), of 1T october f9T3; 3153 (xlvrrr), ofth Decenrber r-973;32i3 (xxry), of b lecenrber t97\;35ri' ixxii,-"r 15 Decenrber 1975;
31/180n of 21 December 79TQ;3z,:-5g, of 19 leclmrer tgTTt zz'/is3, otf9 December 1978; and Z)+/l6u of 9 November LgTg. The Economic and Social_ Council_
adopted the fot_towing resolutions. ITS} (lfV), of Ig May t9T3; I9T9 (tV), or
11 Jury 1973; r83l+ (lvr;, of 14 May 197\; t-BTh-(i,vrr), or 16.rury t9T\;
1918 (Lvrrr)o of 5 May LgTr;2103 ilxrrr), or 3 August rgTT; :r{btj1', ot
21 July ISTB; and, L9T9/!1, of 2 August 1g.fg.

4. During the thirty-fourth session of the General Assembly, the Secretary-
General submitted a report dated 3l August LgTg G/3\/)+lz) ctmpternenting and
?rnr'n--'nm rr'^ -t-a .iur.lrrBrrj.g up r,o oate his earlier report, dated. 1I April LgT9, on the implementationof the med-ium-term and long-term recovery and rehabilitation progranme in the
Sudano-Sahel-ian region (np/:gl+) u vhieh had been submitted to the Assembly throughthe Governing Corrncil of the United. Nations Development Programme (UwOp) and. the
Economie and. Social Cor.:r:cilo in accord.ance with Assembly resolution 33/f33 of
19 December 1978. Both of these reports provided information on the work of UrrISo in
support of the mediurn-term and long-term recovery and rehabilitation programme ofthe d'rought-stricken countries of the Sudano-Sahelian regiono member States
of the Permanent Inter-State Coromittee on Drought Control in the Sahel, including
the resul-ts achieved. in resource mobi.lization and the status of the
implementation of their priority projects. fn addition, docr.ynent Dp/39\
furnished information on the mod.alities agreed. upon between UNDp and the United
Nations Environment Prograrnn,e (UwSp) for a joint venture to enlarge the
organization and. functions of the United. Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office L/ in
conformity with Assernbly resolution 33/BB, of 15 December I9TB. fn the iesolution,
the Assembly d.esignated. that Office, in add.ition to its current functionso as the
arm of the United. Nations to be responsibl-e for assisting, on behalf of UNEp, the
efforts of the 15 countries of the Sud.ano-Sahelian region situated. south of the
Sahara and north of the equator 2/ to implenent the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification (a/corvr.7\/26, cGp. r). subsecluentlyo the Assembly adopted
resoLution 3\/t6 of 9 Novernber 19?9, in whicho inter aIIa, it took note rnith
satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-cenGt--a requested. him to continue to
report to the Assembly, through the Governing Council of UNDP and the Economic and.
Social Council, on the implernentation of the medium-term and long-rerm recovery and
rehabilitation progranme in the Sud"ano-sahelian region.

II. ACTIVITfES OF THtr UNITED NATIONS SUDAI:'IO-SAHELIAN OFFICE

5. In l-974, the Secretary-General, pursuant to the relevant resolutions of the
General- Assembly and the Economic and Social- Council, established. the United. Nations
Sahelian Office, now called the United. Nations Sudano-Sahel-ian Office, as the
primary unit of the United. Nations for (a) the co-ord.ination of the activities of

U Cape Verde, Chad,
ItTigeria, Senegal , Somalia,
Volta.

E'bhiopia, Gambia, Kenya, Mali, Mauritania, Niger,
Sud.an, Ugand.a, United. Republic of Cameroon and Upper
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the United. Nations system related to the medium and long-term recovery and.
rehabilitation of the d.rought*stricken Sahelian countries; (b) the establishment
and maintenanee of close and. effective working rel-ationships with the Sahelian
countries and. their regional organization, the Pe::manent fnter-State Committee on
Drought Control in the Sahel-; (c) the rnobilization of the necessary resources for
the iurplementation of the priority projects identified by the States rnenbers of the
Permanent fnter-State Comrnittee', and (a) tne management of the United" Nations Trust
Fund. for Sudano-Sahelian Activities, established by the Secretary-General for that
purpose, and the monitori.ng of the implementation of projeets financed by the Trust
Fund. The responsibility for the over-all supervision of UIISO was originally
entrusted to the Office of the Und.er-Secretary-General for Pol-itical and General
Assembly Affairs" Subsequently, in October 1976, the Secretary-General transferred.
the responsibility to the Office of the Administrator of the United. Nations
Development Programme, to vhom it reports directly"

6. In caruying out its mand.ate, UNSO has been guided. by three main objectives:
(a) to mitigate the effects of future d.rought; (b) to achieve sel-f-sufficiency in
food. staples; and (c) to accel_erate the sccio-econonic cr.evelonr.ent -lrocess. rn
working toward"s these objectives, the Office ad.heres to the following operational
principles: (a) eactr project must be identified., approved and gi.ven priority by
the Government concerned; (b) the involvement of the United. Nations system must be
in harmony with the rehabil-itation and. d.evelopment objectives of the Governments
and. the Permanent fnter-State Cornmittee on Drought Control in the Sahel, and with
their explicit approval; (c) any i.nvolvement of the United Nations must be within
the special competence and. capacity of the specialized. agencies, organizations and
prograrnmes of the United" Nations system.

7 " The results of the efforts of the United. Nations Sahelian Office, in accordance
with prior collaborative planning with the countries concerned., have been the
activation of programmes and projects in several socio-economic sectors vhieh are
of fund.amental significance in realizing the rehabilitation and. d.evelopment
objectives of the countries and the Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought
Control in the Sahel. These resril-ts have been concentrated mainly in the
d-evelopment of agricultural prod.uction, including the d.evelopment of hyd"raulic
resources, assistance for the d.evelopment of irrigation systems, the locat
manufacture of agricultural tools and equipment, the establishment and operation of
seed. mul-tiplication prograrnmes, the strengthening of crop protection capabilities
and the preparation of plans for the loca1 manufacture of agricultural tools and.
equipment. fn ad"d.ition, special emphasis is given to the d.evelopment and
strengthening of national- and regional economic infrastructure in the fields of
feed.er-road transport systems, storage facitities, teleconmunications and agro*
meteorol-ogical and hyd.rological services. Projects have al-so been underbaken in
the development of fishing resources and. livestock production. fn und.ertaking
these activities, UNSO stressed. the supporting aspects of strengthening national and
regional institutional capabilities, vocational and managerial training, research
and. health"

8. The resource mobillzation efforts of the United. Nations Sahelian Office are
aimed at promoting the participation of donors in the rehabititation and development
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programme in the Sahel by (a) und.ertaking to implement, either bilateral-ly ormul-ti]aterally, a specific priority project or pro3ects; or (l) providing fund.s tothe United" Nations Trust Fund. for Sud"ano-sahelian Activities, established by theSecretary-General for that purpose. Contributions to the Trust Fi-urd may be
earmarked- for specific projects. Regular reports, and special reports as requested,are provid-ed. by UNSO to the concerned. d.onors on the disp-sition of theircontributions to the Trust Fund. Resource mobilization efforts vere initiated., atthe request of the Governments of the region , in rgTi on 52 priority projects(2t regional, 31 national) with an initial investment requirement of approximately
$t53 mirtion" Given the emergence of new economic realj.ties and the dynamics ofproject planning and implementation, this portfolio has increased. to 1b8 projects(24 regional, Bl+ national) r^rith an over-alI requirement of over $605 miff;;;:: 

-

Towards this tota1, confi.rmation has been obtained. on the availability of over
$340 ni[ion in financing from either bilateral or multilatera] sources, or frornthe Unitecl Nations Trust Fund. for Sudano-sahetian Activities. Of the $i)+O miffiol
thus mobilized-, the Trust Fund itself has provided. over $52 million for 5L of thepriority projects, both regional and national, of vhich 28 have been completed. and"23 aye currently und.er active impfementation.

9. It shoul-d be stressed. that the efforts of the United. Nations Sahelian Office in
resource mobilization shoutd be measured. not only by financing provideci. through theTrust Fund-, but also by the total amount of resources it rras leen instrumentai innobilizing from other sources as well. In regard. to bil-ateral und,ertakings, therole of the United. Nations Sahetian Office has generally been that of a catalyst
and information source. On the other hand-, UNSO has served as a source of financing
and as an over-all co-ordinator where project implernentation has been undertaken bythe United. Nations system through the utili zation of Trust Fund. resources.

10. The priority projects for vhich UIISO has been mobilizing resources are an
integral part of the First Generation Projects, whieh were outlined by the workingor^.rh nr'r-}ra nr'lb du Sahel and ad"opted. by the Heads of State Conference of thei-!v\4y vr

Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought Control- in the Sahel, helil :ln Ranjul on
21 December L977, as the only basis for action for the period IgTT-i-gBZ. ttrus, the
assistance which has been provid.ed., both technical and financial, has been, andwill continue to be, entirely oriented to the priority need.s of the Governments andwill- contribute to the attainment of regional and national rehabilitation and
devel-opment goals. In the allocation of resources from the Trust Fund to countries
and priority projects for purposes of implementation, UNSO consul-ts vith the Councilof Ministers of the Permanent Inter-State Cornmittee. Such eonsul-tation on the useof the Trust Fund is typical of the close working relationship betr^reen those bod.ies
and- ensures the continuous participation of the member States in al1 aspects of the
rehabil-itation and d.evelopment programmes in the Sud.ano-Sahefian region. fn
co-'ordinating the efforts of the Uniteci -lations systern to assist the nember States ofthe Permanent Inter*State Comrnittee and the Committee itself in the implernentationof their medir.rm-term and. long*term rehabilitation and. d.evelopment progra"lnme, UNSO
eounts fu1ly on the support of LJItrDP to supervise project execution und"ertaken by the
specialized agencies of the United. Nations system. This responsibility requires the
active participation of the UNDP resid.ent representative in project planning and in
the rnonitoring and evaluation of project execution. Full co-ordination with the
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concerned eleinents of UitIDP heaclqu.arters in lfer.r Yorli is also maintained by INSO.
Over-all co-ordination and monitoring resnonsibifity is carried on by UNSO in the
interest of the effective management of the Trust !\rnd resources and to assure
that these resources are fu1ly apr:lied to meet project objectives as aflreed vith
the Governments.

ll. Contributions from numerous sources have been made to the United. lfations
Trust Fund- for Sud.ano-Sahelian Activities, established, by the Secretary-General to
facilitate the mobilization of resources. Among the main contributors are the
Governments of Canacla, Denmarl;, Germanlr, Federal Re'oubl-ic of, fran, freland, the
rrletherl-ands. -'.orr,ra-r, the Phitimines, Saudi Arabia, Sveden and tlte United. States of
America.

L2" In ad.clition to the specia.l resouree rnobilization efforts carried out by UNSO

for the rehabilitation and d,evelopment of the Sahel, the United ifations system,
jnolrrflino J-ho Tth?"l  E-h1- l,rnd .lrrr-ino l-]ro nerinrl..vrru !ou-!! rrcr r uar+rrl *-* Iy (3-L) f Or tnfoUgn Lts fegfllaf anC[

sneer'pl rlrop'rrmmeq q,rrnnnrfcd nnrlroximatelw 8OO nnrrntrrr nro ier.ts nnd 'l 3O rerriona.f
.vr v br ? o uplrur !L u a_v rJI v^!!rq uvrJ qrr u r J

and interregionnl nroirrets involvinq the eioht menber States of the Permanent!rLrrv IL

fnter-State Comrnittee, witir a total value of over 1i975 ni[ion " fhis includ,es
over .r,f37 rnillion of emergency relief, notably food assistance, provided. by FAO and
the lJor'l-d. Food Progrardne d.urinr this neriod. A report on these sulporting efforts
rras prepa,red by lJl'ISO and mad.e available to the concerned United" lfations bod,ies as
a means of facilitatinq co-ordination"

13. During L979, scarcity and. irregul-arity of rainfall- caused severe crop
failures, particularty in Cape Verde, Chad and- l:auritania. fn addition, cereaJ-
nrndrrnJ-.inn in Mnr .' +-1-^ ^--r-.i ^ Senega.l and the TInner \/nl tp ,nnFafS insUffiCientutvuuu urvrt lrr :'lqrt, urfg ud!]ur@9 uPPsr vvru@ Gv.pu

to meet the needs of these countries. Thus, althoueh they had made vigorous efforts
towards self-sufficiency in food stanles, the Governments of the region are facing
a food" d,eficit crisis. During the Conference of Heads of State of the Permanent
Inter-State Comrnittee in Ouafladougou, Upper Volta, in January f980, the l4inister
Co-ordinator of the Comnrittee issued an apneal to the international cornmunity for
amaroonnlr acei<f3nge tO the drOUght-stricken Countrj.es of the Sahel-. fn hi,s
^+^r-am^n{- +}a^ rtinister Co*ordinator said. that the cereal need.s for the countriesD !@ Uqlrsrr u , ultg I,,

arrrount to BTO,OOO tons. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United,
Irlations (f'AO) - in coflabora.bion ruith the Governments concerned, carried- out\ - --- / t -

assessment missions in Carre Verde, Chad, Gar:bia, lfali, i4auritania, Senegal and the
Upper Vol-ta. The results of these assessments have been presented" to a meeting
of donors , organized by FAO during tr'ebruary f9B0 in Rome. For its part, UNSO has
collaborated- rrith FAO and has been ready to assist by disseminating information, and
by r:ndertaking, as in the past, nro jects with med.ium-term imp.l-ications r^rhich woul-d
al-feviate the bu::dens of the d.rousht.

t)-r rrlro r.rnrl,ino retlrods of LltSO, vhich have bcen designed to bring flexibility
qnd qnecd in raqnnndino tn thp nhanoino noodq and nr-inrii.i es emerp'inr" fronr newqrru DPueu pvrrurrrtl uv erlu urrqrrr qrJs t,r

economic conditions in the Sahelian countriesr place special emphasis upon the
strenctheninr" of nationrl ca.nabilities and enrra.p'inr" nationa-l services in directveYkv4rr

imnlpmcntaf inn of nroieeis rrnder a swste'n nf f,:l-I fiscaf accountability. Of the
?Q naf inn:'l nrnissf,s imn'l emented rrith UNSO finaneing of approxinate|y :',59 million,J/ LJqvLvLt

25 nrniecf e nosl;inq more than $3j 'rril lion a.re p'overntnent-executed Or are carriedql yL v'rvL' YJJ

out by government force account arrangement.
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15. In this connexion, UNSO, through the resources of the Trust Fqnd., hasinitiated a major r.rndertaki-ng for the construction, improvement and maintenance
of a region-wide system of all*veather feeder roads essential for therehabilitation and d-evelopment of the Sahelian zone and for rnitigating the effectsof future droughts in Cape Verd.e, Chad, the Gambia, I,4a1i, Ir{auritania, the Niger,
Senegal and the Upper Volta. The feasibility studies for 3,200 kifometres of
these feeder roads had been completed. in two phases (August L9T5 and" May tgTT) Ay
the United i{ations Office of Technical Co*operation , I with the financing by
L'NSO, in seven countries of the regicn; Chad., Ganbia, l4al-i, i'.{auritania, Niger,
Spnooq'l qnA TTnnausrrsbqr orru upycr Volta. This progranme was then extended-, wittr LNSO financing, to
Cape Verde, to cover strengthening of the capabilities of the Publ-ic Works
Department and. the accomplishment of a feasibility study for lO0 kil-ometres of
mountain road-s in the island- of Santo Antdo and 56: Tiago. The extension of the
prograJnme to Cape Verde was executed. by the LllrIDP Office for Projeets Execution,
which has also assuned. the role of executing agency for the construction phase
of this large-scale programme. The estimated. cost of the construction phase of.|ho nrnorqmma i'. all- the Sahelian countries is $rfO rniftion, of which $;5T miUi.onvr+\r*vo4\4rrurlvJlJ

has been nobil-ized., either bilateral-ly or through the Trust Fund.. Of this amount"
UlilSO is providing $45 million for 1,370 kilometres from contributions to the
Trust Frf:nd by Canad.a, the Netherland"s, Norway and Saudi Arabia. This amount
also includes contributions of the Federal- Republic of Germany and. the United
States of America under joint action arrangments with U\ISO. This phase, whichqrerfarl ir ]'0"77 is being ea.rried. out for the most nart hw rrorrernmcnf nrrh'linv LLL &/ | | , !u vvrrrLr u*r rr\ u vuu f uI utlr uiu- lllrrlf u IJuUJ-LUvorks clepartments, and provid.es for road.-building and maintenance, equipment and
spare parts, operating and. other construction costs, technica]- assistance, a
sustained" training activity, continuous feed.er-road maintenance, and the
strengthening of the supporting governmental infrastructure. As at January l9BO,
approximately 500 kilometres of feeder roads had been constructed. and were in
use. Further d.etails on the construction aspects of this n:ajor progralnme are in
the foll-owing cor.rntry*by-cor,u:rtry accounts containing descriptions of the national-
component feeder-road projects,

16. Through its resource mobilization efforts, lli{So, jointly with UNDp" has also
provided strong impetus to the inplementation of a major region*wide programme
for strengthening agro-meteorologicat and. hydrologicaf services regionally and
in Cape Verde, Chad., the Gambia, Mali, l4auritania, the iViger, Senegal and. the
Upper Volta. This programne, which wil] have a significant irnpact on both
rehabili.tation and development in the Sahel-j.an regione was prepared. by the Wortd.
Ileteorological Organization (Wt'lO) with the assistance of UNDP. Fund.s were
provided by UNSO for the preparation of the architectural plans of the regional
agro-meteorological and hydrological centre in Niamey, the construction of which
has now been completed.. An additional $2.5 mill-ion has been provided by UI{SO
from Trust Frind. resources for the further implementation of this region-wid.e
progranme. Through the resource mobilization efforts of UI{SO, financing for
this progralutne has also been provided. by the Governments of Belgiun, tr'rance,
the Netherl-ands, Switzerland- and the United" States of America. In add.ition, UI{DPis a najor contributor to the financing of this programme, both at the country

l-/ lVow known as the Department of Technical Co*operation for Development.
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and regional l-evels . This progralnme, which is now being eval-uated by Wl{O and the

concerned. co.re"rrur,ts, is .i.t.ri-arg a second phase, the purpose of which j-s

tvofold.: to strengthen the communication system for the utilization of the data

gathered through the neteorological and. hydrologicat observation networko in ord'er

to make this netvork fully operational, and to continue to recruit and train
personnel necessary for operating the service sati'sfactorily' The evafuation
nission is also consid.ering the future long-term role of the regional training
centre.

f7. The United- Nations Sud.ano-Sahefian Office has also financed' or co-ord'inated

the united Nations system in, the implementation of additional projects of
regional scope vith fund.amental irnplications on the rehabilitation and

d.evelopment of bottr the region as a vhol-e and of the individual- countries of
cape verdeo chad, the Gambia, Ma1i, lr4auritania, Niger, senegal and the upper

Volta. Among these projects is the preparation by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United. Nations (f,tol, with IJ1VSO finanei"ng, of a detailed plan

foi tfre integrated devel-opment of continental fishery resources ' The plan

addresses itself to the problems of prod.uction, conservation, marketing, research

and. training in the fishery sector. The efforts of CI[SO to nobilize resources

for the further implementation of this inportant progranme continues ' in
colfaboration with the Permanent Inter-State Conrmittee ' A region-wide seminar

on the development of the forestry sector, also financed by LlitiSO and implemented

by FAO, provihed guid.ance and. iaeniifi-ed, projects in this sector which vould

have an impact on combating desertification in the Sud'ano-sahelian region as

vel-l- as on the overall sylvo-pastoral problems of the region' By the combined'

efforts of the concerned Governments, the Permanent Inter-State Comnitteeu the

llnited iiiations llclucational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (u+pSCo) and I1NDP,

a lroject vas formulated. for the estal:h'-slrment and operation of the Tnstitute of the

Sahel , r,rhich rrill serve ilre countries of the Sudano-Sahetian region in the systematic

acq-uisition and cliffusion of L:no-,lledge concerning socio-econonic development' The

Lrnited- lTations Sudano-Sahelian Office, ioirrtly riitlr ul{DP, allocated'
frrnrrq fnz, f.ha nreparation of the architectural- plans for the head.quarters of the

vrrL r.

Institute, Iocated- in Eamako, Ma1i. In ad.dition, Ul{so and UNDP iointly provided

financing for the organization and implementation, by the Institute, of a

post-grad.uate training progralnme in pasture management for livestock services
personnel of the eight mernber States of the Permanent Inter-State Conunittee ' The

Office has also agreea to finance a project for the provision of consuJtant

services to assist the Institute in the formulation of a plan for the
establishment of a Department of Ecology and Renewable Energy Sourees and for
the d.evelopment of a work progralnme for that Department. The Office also

financed., and. the Department of Technical Co-oplration for Development carried
out, a feasibility study for the establishnent of an inventory of all vater
nointq and ea.rth dans in the region. The regional project concerning the study
}, v ar! v U

of the utilization of rural telecommunications and radio for rural d'evelopment

purpcses \^ras al-so financed. by uNSO and irnplemented by the International
Telecommuni.cation Union (ITUJ' Under this project, plans were prepared' for a

rural telecommunications and- radio network in each of bhe Sahelian countries '
The concerned. Governments halre approved. these plans and national components are

und"er implementation in the Canlia, Mali and the Upper Volta through bilateral-
arrangments. fn addition, a d.etaiied. action plan for a subregional seecl
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multiplication prograrnme for Chad., Mauritania, the iliger and. Senegal was
prepared. by t.he Economic Commission for Africa (eCn; at the request of UNSO,

and a simil-ar pl.an was prepared by FAO for the Gambia, Mali and. the Upper Volta.
Plans for the local prod,uction of fertilizers and pesticides have also been
formulated. for the region by the United. Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNTDO), vhich, with the International Labour Organisation (flO),
has also prepared. a region-wide forraulation project for strengthening local
capacity for the manufacture of'agricultural tool-s and. equipment. Finally'
a prospective study for agricultural development in the Sahelian region has
been prepared by FAO.

l-8. In addition to these regional prograrnrnes, UNSO has financed a nunber of
national priority projects, which have been completed or are now uncler
irrplementation as foll-ows:

(a) Cape Terde. An amount of $e\7,000 has been providecl for the
strengthening of the capabilities of the Public Works Department in this country.
This includ.ed. the detailed. formulation of the action required- as well as the
provision of technical assistance, equipment and sparp parts. The inplernentation
nf fhiq nvcriont" fuss resulted. in a major reorganization of the central rnaintena.ncevr.+ u yr

workshop of the Public Works Ministry, giving it the capability to install and"

manage an inventory of spare parts, which rvas also provided. by the project. It
also provid.ed. extensive on-the-job training for all workshop personnel and
developed, a strong maintenance capability in the public works service, including
the repair of heauy road-building equipment. fn ad-dition, the upclating of a
r^-^i'r^"-r-i+'- ^+"iw for the eonstruction of 100 kilometres of rnountain roads ontE@plUI4l UJ D L UqJ LrjL UVIID Ur UL U.lvll Vl JVV I\f Ivrttq Vl q o vf rriv url

the islands of Santo Antao and San Tiago has been completed at a cost of {ji1J'000'
The United. Nations Sud"ano-Sahelian Office also provided. S2O0TOOO for the
implementation of the second. phase of a major project concerning the exploration
and d.evelopment of und.erground rrater resources for agricul-tural- production anc]

hr.iman consulrption. This contribution r'ras rna-d-e in conjunction vith assistance to
the project from UI{DP, r,rhich al-so financed phase one of the project. Partial
financing from UIfDP and UNfCEI'bas permitted the initiation of the work ln phase
three of the project, vhile UNSO has und.ertaken to mobilize the ad"d,itional
resources need.ed. Under this project, extensive test drilling has been undertaken
throughout the archipelago, giving an improved knowlerlge of the underground.
vater resources available. In adclition, under this project, a number of wells
have been equipped. and are producing water for agricultural purposes as vell
as human consunption. Another completed. project, financed. by ULiISO tor $eOO,OOOe
and executed. by the Office of Special- Retief Operations of FAO, provided. for the
suppl-y and prod.uction of improved vegetable seed and equipment for an agricultural
experimental station. The assistance activities of UNSO have been fu1ly
co-ordinated in Cape Verd.e with the Office of the Secretary-Generaf, which has
a responsibility pursuant to General Assembfy resolution 32/99 of 13 December I9TT
on assistance to Cape Verd-e, i"n vhich the Asseribllr reeuested the Secretarlr'
General to conti.nue his efforts to mobilize the necessary resources for an
effective progra"lnme of financing technical and material assistance to Cape Verd.e.
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(l) Chad. As a result of resource mobilization efforts of the UIYSO for this
project, tilTinancial agreements have been signed. for a total- amount of
$f,[f>,000, inc]-ud.ing $f6,OOO of government contribution, for the implementation
of the prograrlme for the constructron and maintenance of feed'er roads '
Road-building equipment and. spare parts in the amognt of $2,400,000 have been

provided to equip a special mechanized. brigad.e for the purpose of constructing
and. maintaining rppto"it tely 250 kilometres of feeder road-s. In addition,
Tri\iso finanerinp'nrovid,es for all operational costs of the brigade during the life
of the project. The project base facility in N'Djamena, as provided for by the
project d.ocument, h.as been completed, and the repair of I5O kilometres of existing
tou.a", provid"ing access to the planned feed.er road sites, has also been completed'
Recent internal events imped.ed. further operations until a ful-l vork stoppage vas

required, pending a resolution of the situation to permit the reactivation of the
nr.oienf.- Tt is now envisaged, aS soon as circumstances permit, that the
yrvdvuv

inpternentation of the project will be resumed and, in tirat connexion, the United'

S.bates Agency for International Development has indicated, its interest in
participati-ne in this proiect. A feasibility stud'y has also been financed by

Ui\SO, and completed- by FAO, for the reconstitution of livestock herds in the
Kanem region. The bilateral implementation of the reconmendations in this study
will be resumed- when eircumstances permit. fn ad.dition, a project for the
nrasprwaiion of animal- herd.s and. the strengthening of the national capacity for
crop protection rnras compfeted by the Office of Special- Rel-ief Operations of FAO

and financed by UNSO in the amount of .Dl-00,000.

(c) Garnbia. Tvo financial agreements have been signed for a total amount

of gl+ miffi.oilTncluding $foq,OOo contributed. by the Government, for the
construction of a priority febC.er-road. project. Over $1.5 milli-on of road'-
building equipment and. spare parts have been procured internationally and are
nv'esr-nt.tw a.t the work site. The special construction brigade, created- by the
}/4 evvrr v+J

Government and. supported, with equipment, technical ad.visers and operational
costs provid.ed. by-tll{SO, is currently operating at the work site' In February
1980, inore than 150 kil-ometres of road. had. been completed-. Moreover' the
trrrdpra.-l Relrrblie ^f carmnnrr hes decided. to provide further support to this
IguLI(..4 ftlysv! vurlJqt,rl s*- -.---

priority project by contributing an amount of DMI+ million to the extension of this
project. The United" Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office is also provid-ing :$B55,ZOO

for the financing of a priority project for the drilling and. equipment of
deep*bore vells to serve as watering points for both hunans and cattle. This
pro;ect, which complements other projects financed. by UNDP and ui{ICtjF for the
Lxplorati.on a1d- d.evelopment of underground. vater, is being executed' by tL'e
Department of Technical Co-operation for Development, with direct implementation
by a contractor, as requested. by the Government. In ad.d.ition' a project
financed by UltlSO at a cost of over $]-ZO,OOO for the supply of pesticides for
crop protection and for the improvement of cereal seeds has been completed. uncler

direct Government execution.

(a) Mali. Two financial agreements have been signed for a total of
$f5"5:0,006-Jnct-uding $f .5 miffion contributed by the Government, for the
impiementation of a priority feeder-road. construction and maintenance programme

in lr{a]-i. }{ore than $5,350,000 of road--building equipment and spare parts have

been trocured and are presentty at the vork site. A special brigad.e created'
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operational eosts provid.ed. by UNSO for the purpose of constructinG and maintaining
the Dididni-Goumbou link of 173 kilonetres, is in full operation and. over 100
kilometres of this fink have been constructed,. The Ansongo-And.eramboukane link
nf ?o7 lrirnnofras iS rmder Construction, with the asSistanCe Of a private

Jv I rlf rvlru er v

nontrsotor- E.s requested. by the Governmente and over 150 kilometres of this link
have been completed. An additional U}IsO-financed, project provid.ing for tLre
inrnrowenrcnt of animal herds and crop lrotection in the amount of $ftOrOOO has
been compl-eted" und.er exeeution by the Office of Special Rel-ief Operations of
FAO:

(e) i\,lauritagia. A feasibility study, financed. by UNSO, for the construction
and. operation of a large-scale grai"n storage system has been completed. and is
now moving into the inplementation phase. On the basis of thi.s feasibility
qtrrrlrr the Cnrrovnment of the iVetherland.s has d"ecid.ed- to contribute to the
construction of a system of storage facil-ities vith a total capacity of 20,000
tons. In addition, a joint Ur,lSO/African Devel-opment Bank prograrnr'iing missi.on
was carried out and, as a consequenceJ the African Development Fund has agreecl
to fhe narallel finaneinq of this nroioat in an amount of over $5 mil-l-ion foruv ulau yqf rrLlqrrulrlt) vf urrru yr vJ!uu

the additionaf construction of storage facil-ities, with a total- capacity of'
30r0OO tons, mainl-y in ruraf prod.uction centres. fn ad.d.ition, UI{SO has also
earmarked. $f.5 milfion from the resources of the Trust lund for the
implementation of the feeder-road construction and maintenance programme in
Mauritania. ltlegotiations are presently und-er way vitn ti-re Government of
lvlauritania and several international- sources of financing to finali. ze an
arrangement concerning tho implementation of thr. first phase of this priority
programme. /rnother feasibility study for a project to equip and maintair:36
d.eep-bore wells in l.{auritania has been compl-eted. by the Department of Technical
Co-operation for Development, with UNSO financing, and the implementation of this
project is uncler rray in a joint financing venture by the Governnent of llauritania,
the African Development Fund ($)+ raiffion) and" fllVSO ($f .Z rn:.ffion). An UI{SO*
financed. project, executed by the Office of Special Rel-ief Operations of FAO and
the nationai services concerned-, provides for the procurement of improved sceds
and. for support to the seed- multiplication centre in Kaedi in the amount of
$e8t,OOO. This UitlSO contribution is providing for the irnprovement of the
nhrreienr fanirjties and for the strengthening of the ongoing activities of the
centre which i^ras established. and. has been operating vith LII{DP support. fn
ad"d.ition, the Office of Special- Rel-ief Operations of FAO completed. a UIIISO-

financed. project concerning the strengthening of the national crop protection
and animal health services by the procurement of pesticides and related
equipment, as well as a supply of animal- vaccines, in the amount of $f5O,OOO.

(f) Niger" In the Tahoua region UI{SO is financing, in the amor.mt of
$e,O9O,0OO, a project for the local manufacture of agricultural tool-s and
equipment. This project, which is being executed by the ILO, wiJ-l increase
loea.l eanaeitw fnn'l-ha nrndrrnf-inn nf fhoeo-imnlenpnte hrr fho f.r4iping Ofrvuuf usl/svruJ f v! utlg I,lvuuLUIvlf vf url\ J\ !!ry+gluLr!vp vJ

qrficnnq tho --Ovision of manufacturing equiprnent and the construction of small
icorkshops, and vill strengthen the national capabifity to manage this and similar
projects. At present, the vorkshop has been established, production is rrnder way
and the training unit is effectively functioning. Another project, in vhich
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construction, d.irectlSr 5y the Government, of a major irrigation canal as part of
a larrrr.*scale nroipni" rpceivino' multil-ateral and bil-ateral assistance for theu rqt 6\ y! vJ\

h.yd.ro-agricultural d.evelopment of 2,TOO hectares in the Birni*l{?iionni region.
Itrork has progressed. sufficientl-y in this proJect so that, cluring the last
nlantinp' season- a.nnro:"ima.te-l ir 300 hectares of cultivated. land were being
irr:i1ated.. fn addition, ttTSO is contributing to the implenentation of a feed'er-
road- construction project costing more than $)+ mi]lion' of which $f55,000 is-being
contributed. bv the Governnent of the I'triger. Over $;t.5 'litrion of road-'bui-ldinq
ecl-uiirnent rrilt be 'v.To\ridecl to ecui'p ., ,i"":eL l:risode for the pu-::pose of constructing
and. u:,intaining aprJroreinateii, 130 iiilolretres of feecler rcads forming part of this
nrnianr Tn addition, IJiiSO financing witl be utilized" to provid.e the operational
costs of the brigade, including the employment and. training of local personnel
and" teclrnical assistance.

(g) Seneggl. The feeder-road- construction and maintenance programme is
und.er oo.y iliTn -financing in the amoqnt of approximatety $3 mj-tfion, including
$f,T5O,OO0 contributed by the Governnent in the form of road-br-rilding equipment.
The construction of the first phase of this progratfire has been und.ertaken by the
Departnent of Public inlorks with technj,cal assistance and supervision by the UNDP

Office for ?rojects Execution. The coinpletion of this phase wil-l be the
construction of the Sanrba Dia-DjifEre feeder-road. link. An extension to this
link is rresentlrr enrrisep'ad r^rith the collaboration of the Government of theyr \ r!11 urJ !rr v4vuor

Netherlands. In additi.on, LJI\TSO has al-so participated., by providing frmding in
t.he arnount of 1;1.1 mifl-ion, in thr. inplementation phase of a project for the

^nrrn 
I nnrnon]- nf rn i nf e.ryrn* ed qwqf om fnr tha qttnrr'- ^r -'n*nr +^ +he nof thefn4'ru!O4 JLL!r rv! -*yPfJ UI wourt Lv u

littora1 of Senegal" The feasibility study for this project vas completed- by
WHO, ryith tli'IDP financing. The project, which also received financial support
from the Governrnent of Senegal and. IlldDP, vas executed. directly by the national
service concerned- and the Office for Projects Execution of UI{DP. The prorrpt
ancl effective start-up of this project provid,ed a substantial increase in the
water supply for the city of Dakar, thus avoid.ing a serious urban water shortage
for 1he growing popul-ation and industrial interests in the city. Recently, the
Government has requested. UI{SO to assist in the nobilization of resources for the
extension of this project to cover the entire country, in order to d"evelop a
qrrqtpm for thc rational use ancl protection of the countryrs aquifers. it{eanwhilet
u!IUrsr4 +vr

Ui{SO is noinr fi-nancing, in the amount of I}1OO,00O, in a joint endeavour vith
Ui'trDP, a pilot project for the artificial recharge of an aquifer in a linestcne
A1-e'?1 whi ch is s-,hi-nL tn sell-'+ater infiltration. This project vilf be anqr\LLJlgvqvd!vv

essential contribution to the management of water resources in Senegal. In
ad.diticn, IINSO has financed., in the amount of $200,000, a project executed. by
the Office of Special Relief Operations of FAO for the strengthening of the
national crop-protection capability by the procurement of pesticides and related
equ.l prlent. Furd"s were also provided by ulrISO in the amount of $2OO,OOO to the
o.r.,o:r, -:overn erL -eXecuted project for tho integrated agricultural development
of the Casamance rr-gion, which has since attracted additional external support on a
bi.lateral basis.

(n) l&lgq Vgl!q-. The feed.er-road construction and" maintenance programme

has been financJilW urusO in the amount of approxirnately $2.8 rni[ion ancl a
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contribution by the Governnent of ahproxinately n.580,000 in the form of road-
building eouipnent, provided by assistanee fron t're Fqdgrl-r 1-cpublic of C'ernany.
The construction nhase of the -prof,ramne is nol.r beinl- carried out by the concerned.
nati.onal service. As at Iebruarr'19BOe more than 50 kilometres of road" forring
part of this progralnme, have been constructed.. Acld-itional- feed.er-roa-d. construction
for this rrajor priority programine has been unclertahen throu,-h bileteral- arranl;e'rents
nitir the Governments of Canada and the United States of .Anerica. fn ad"dition.
TIlTqn 'iq nr^rrr'.ling :';lOOr000 for. tr.ro Governnent -executed projects for the dcvelo'Oc:ent!rvvfqrrrl

of und-erground r.rater resources: the project in OlD Centre-Ouest has alreaciy been
nnnnlatarl r.;1ri'la tlro nrnianf r'- ORD.le fa VOI_ta llOife iS OffgOing.vrrL lJr

.;.-9, fn the planning and impl-er.entatior of priority projects, as r.relf as in
resouree mobilization, UNSO consults cJ-osely rrith the CILSS Councl'-l of i inisters
and Executive Secretary of the Permanent Inter-Sta"te Cormittee on Drought Control
in the Sahel . This consultation characterizes the close r,ro:rking relatj,onshin
'betr'reen IJl\lSO and that Comrittee and ensures the continuous particl pation of the
nernber States on afl aspects of the rehabil-itation and development programme in
the Sudano-Sahelian region. lrom tine to tirre, UllSO and the Conmittee,lointly
review the rnodalities of their relatlonships to assure continued relevanc-1r and
effectiveness. Another aspect of this close collaboration is the active
nartieination l..r UISO in the various workin{: rlrorrnq nf fhc (.nrmittee and the
Club Cu Sahel"

20- Tn eerrwins ortt its resnonsibil-ities to assist the mernber States of ttre
Perrna-nent fnter--"State Committee on Drought Control jn the Sahel and the
Cornmittee itself in their prograilune of recovery and rehabilitation fror. drouqht
nnd in st,rens'theninrt their eanneit.w to cnne r,,r'if.h futrrre drorrrrht.. U\;JC has beenvlr}'gv: v./

deenlv jnvolved rr-iih tlrc n'lnqel.r related- problem of deser.tification. Desertification
has energed. as one of the nost serious probr ems of the la'reliar reg"ion, the
manifestations of which have been nagnified, and accelerated- by th.e recurrent
Croughts in the rerion. .\ccordin3ly, iluch of Lh-e efforts of U;lf'ro i:eiard-in5 d-rought
nrnr.oFiilent hrrra also had. direct ann'licahilitw to the COntrol of rlesertifica-tion.

21. fn its resoluticn 33/BB, of 1) lleeember 1978, on measures to be taken for the
benefit of the Sudano*Sahelian region, the General- Assembl;. desiqnated- UltlSO a.s

the arm of the United $ations responsible for assisting, on behalf of Uli.EP, the
efforts of the 15 cou.ntries of the Sudano*Sahelian region to imrleinent tbe Plan
of Aetion to Combat Desertification (.t/COtlf .T\/56 ) "oart one, sect. I). mhe

desertification control- role of llilSO in the Suda,no-Sahelian region vas confirmed
b)'the General Assembly resolution 3\/187, of 18 Decenber'1979, on the r:lple'rentation
of the Pl-an of Action to Ccmbat llesertification in the Sud.ano-Sahelian region"
vhich reiterated. the Asseir.bly's concern over the parti.cular seriousness of
desertification in the region and noted. r^rith satisfaction the progress -made by UIISO
in reeic-l-'inn the $6ys1nr:.ents of the region, on behalf of U.J:D, in inr:lementin3 the
Plan of Action to Comba.t Desertification" A comprehensj,ve reirort on the activities
of TIISSO in earrwin,cr out its resnonsibil-ities under this nandate is available in the+^4L) v s v

report of the Governing Council of UI:{EP on the subject, r.;hich is before the
Asserlbly. The present repo::t vil-l be confined to a brief accoun.t of the
desertification control activities of UI{SO relaied only to the member States of
the Permanent Tnte::-State Conmittee on DrouEht Control in the Sahel"
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22. During the first half of L979, UI{SO conducted a series of planning and
prograruning rnissions to the countries of the region and prepared, in collaboration
vith each of the Governments concerned, a report on the problem of desertification
and a revier^r of on4oli-ng and proposed- activities to implement the Plan of Action
to Combat Desertification. The concerned agencies of the United. i{ations system
1-.:r.rticipated in the rnissions and in the preparation of the reports. Annexed.
i.o each of the reports a.re a number of detailed proposals, each describing a
specific priority d.esertification control- project for vhich the Government
concerned has aske.l- UjiSO assistance in the mobilization of resources. I,Iith regard.
tn the ei.oht mernlsy States of the Permanent Inter-State Comrnittee on Droushtrt v qbrr v

Cont::ol in the Sahel, JJ desertification control projects, r.rith an estimated-
rost of +;Z6O::ilJ-ion, were d-elineated" A number of these projects are ongoing
lnd irave already been partially financecl. l-ccordingly, of the over-all cost of
:1260 :rill-ion, $'t?2 rnillion have a.lready been essured. by previous financing, leaving
an adclitional amount of $f:B miffion to be nobilized. These projects are mainly
in the fiefds of afforestaJion, rrater nanager4ent, arid- land agricul-ture, land
range management, fuel-vood. plantations, sand-dune fixation and institutional
*qupport. A11 of them fall r,rithin the framework of the recommendations of the
Pl-an of Action to Cor,lbat Desertification.

23. In addition, UNSO has unciertaken the implementation of a number of
a.nti-desertification projects in the Sahel, financed. from contributions to the
Trust Fund." One of these is a large-scal-e pilot project for the protection and
norral^hh^h+ ^€ +he Casamance forests, the l-ast remaining naturaf forests in senegal.ue vLrvF,r,.e

This project, which has been und,ertaken r,rith the use of a $1 million alfocation
bv U]'tso from the rl]rrrcf I'rrnA moAp l6qqihle hw rn earmark_ed contribution from the4vr! vj

Governrnent of the iTetherl-ands, is Governrnent-executed. and. was preced-ed. by an FAO
forest survey, und.ertaken r^rith UNDP financing. It vil-I have a favourable impact
on energy resources and d"esertification control by providing for the protection
of the Tabor fores't in the Casamance region through (a) ttre establishment of fire
belts and- pasture reservations, (l) its na.tural regeneration by selected cutting of
d"ead ancl surplus trees and (c) reafforestation vith cornmercial species" The
finan.cing of these o'oerations r,rill come from revenues derived. from the sale of
tinrber and of charcoal prod.uced. fromTnrood- rrhich is otherwise uniirarketable" At
the en.i of the nresent nhase (t-o w."r=) tlre Governnent will d.ecide whether a!,.rupe \vvvv Jlsrplr urrv uv

national company should be formed to carry on the oroject activities throughout
al-l- the forests of the Casarnance region. Another desertifica.tion control- project,
financed. by UITSO from Trust Fund. resources in the amount of S2O0r0O0 is a large-
s r.: l e - l p-nor rr_.i n+ ^- - it rsvvq! vu l/!rv! !f vu!ee ur-ryrvlvf1rE

scale irriqation schenes and soil erosion prevention r"rorks, i'rhich r,rill provide
a significant increase in productive land as rrell as a strong impact on
desertification control- in Sao Joao Baptista Vatley in CaIle trerde. This project,
v'hich is governnent-executed, is complernentary to, and is closel-y co-ordinated ruith,
an F-\O reafforestation project in Cape Verde. In addition, UITSO is in the process
nf -Por'ntt'latin- seven additional- institutional sunnort nroieets in the member StatesJlupvJgt,yvawylvd

of the Permanent Inter-State Couinittee on Drought Control- in the Sahel" These
nrOieehs - whi 3l hnrra l.aen ronrroclarf trrr 4-ha nnrrntTjes cr)neerned - ffifl be fUnd_ed ffOmvLu vJ larrvv 9

the resources of the Trust trund..
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24. l',{ost of the desertification control projects, both those planned- and under
innlernentation, reflect the close relationship betveen development and
the rehabil-itation and. maintenance of stable ecologica1 environrnents. In fact,
n:nrr nf fhoqo --OieetS eoncFrn inteorefed clprrrrlnn'rent. '.rhieh inteft"lineSv e4vvirrerr v )

desertification control with the d.evelopment process, in order to increase the
--^'i"a+"-'r'+i' ^€ the natural resources at the d-isposaf of the countries over the!r vuuL ur v r vJ vr

l-ong term.

25, tdith a view to promoting full collaboration betrrre€n UNSO and- the Permanent
Inter:State Conrmittee on Drought Controf in the Sairel- in combating desertification
in the member States of the Committee, UllSO financed a meeting at Dakar in
Tilnrrorlray 'lO7O 

'.nder the joint snonsorshin nf thc CnrrniJ-tae fhe Qfft dU Sahel1/ | / ) uv! rrlry v! urru vvrru t urrL

and. UNSO and with the participation of representatives from each of the member
States of the Committee. The purpose of this meeting r^ras to design a unified
UI'ISO Committee Plan of Action to Conbat Desertification in the member States of
the Committee. Based on the priority requirements of each of the mernber StaJes of
the Conrnittee, the participants in the neeting formul-ated a joint strate,.y unifiecl
nlan tn nnml.af aesertification, r.rhich provided for the co-ordination of the
respeetive d.esertification control activities of the Conr-mittee and UITSO. The
unified, plan took full account of the reports of UNSOI on the problem of
desertification and. revier,r of ongoing and" proposed- activities in each of the
countries of the Sahel-i.an region and will serve as a basis for the further
collaborative efforts of the Committee and. UltTSO.

^a26. The unified pla.n to combat desertification in the Sahelian region of UITSO and
the Permanent fnter-State Comrnittee on Drought Controf in the Sahef r,ras
subnitted to the Council of ljinisters at its l-2th meeting at Ouagadougou in
January 1980. The Council, in giving its approval to the unified p1an, recognized
the need to take energetic measures in ord.er to halt the encroachment of the
desert. The role of UNSO in the development of the plan and" in desertification
control activities in the region i.ras presented. to the Council of l,linisters at this
maofr'no hrr +ha njysgtor Of U}ISQ. At the same time, the Director al-So surnnarized
the activities of UltrSO to assist the countries of the Sahelian region in their
rehabilitation and devel-opment prograrmes, fn his presentation, the lirector of UNSO

stressed. the cl-ose relationship and interaction betr,reen reha,bititation and. d.evel-opment
and d"esertification control.

2T " The Conference of the Head-s of State of the Permanent fnter--Sta,te Committee
nn Tfrn" ^r^+ n^-+un L/r'uugr.ru uonurol in the Sahel held its fourth biennial conference at Ouagadougou
immed-iately after the 12th meeting of its Councif of l4inisters" The Adninistrator
of UNDP, l'{r" Bradford l'{orse, in his ad.d.ress to the Conference.. emphasized the
imnnrtqnno qnA effectiveness of the close workins relationship betr,reen the Cornrnitteeutls uIv_g wvf n Il

and. UI{SO, to vhich he gave his strong end-orsement. At that time. the Administrator
al-so reaffirmed. his personal as well as his official cornmitment to continue to
oq<icr onrr al'lnncrt the Corurittee and its member States in their rehabilitation and
development programmes and their anti.-d.esertification activities "
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28" liis Excellency, l{ou.ssa Traore, Presiil-ent of ]l4al_i and_ curuent Chairman of
the Conference of lleads of State of the Permanent Inter-State Corr:mittee on Drought
Control in the Sahel, in his closing ad-dress to the Conference, expressed the
Cecj-sion of the Conference to intensiflr efforts in the combat against desertifj"cation
j-n the Sahel-. His Excellenctr also stated. that the urgency of the '.-rork to reverse
the d.esertification process r.ras recognized. by all and, in this connexion, he
e:lpressed- his appreciation that UIJSO l.roul-d continue to assist the Committee and.
its nerirber States in their desertification control efforts.




