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Preamble

Considering that the pcoples of the United Netions have, in the

Charter, reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of nmen
and women, : ' ' .
Considering that the Universal Dcclaration of Human .lights asserts the

principle of noh—discrimination and proclaims that all human beings
are born free and equal in dignity and rights anrd thaot everyonec is |
entitled to all the rights and frcedoms set forth therein, without
distinction of any kind, including any distinction as to sex, '
Recalling thet the United Uations, secking, among other basic objoe-
tives, to achieve international co-opcration for the nromotion of the
principle of equality of rights of men and women, created the
Commission on the Status of “Jomer for the purpose of furticriug
recognition of women's rights, A , a '

Taking into account the resolutions, declar&tions,”conVontions and’

recommendations adopted by the United Nations and the specialized
agencles with a view to promoting cgual rights for men and wouen,

Foting that despite encouraging developacnts, brought about inter alia
by international action, tho'iegal status of women déecs not corrsspond
to the increasing role playzd by them in the cconomic and social life
of their countries, ” '
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Noting further that in some countrics women arc still denied the
exercise of political rights, that in a number of countrics conditions
have not yet been creatcd for the implementation of the principle of
equality of men and womer, embodied in the constitutions of those

countries, that rcemnants of colonialism and feudalism arc still an
obstacle towards full emancipation of women and that in the non-self-
governing tecrritorices colonial exploitation of women is particulerly
strong and women continue to be denied or greatly restricted in the
exereise of economic, social and other fundamental human rights,
Belicving that the denial of egual rights to women endangers the welfare
of women as individuuls, the welfare of the fawily as an institution
and the welfare of the community at large and is an obstacle towards
the attainment of universal social progress,

Conscious of the increasingly important role played by women iv modern
society and of the fact that the participation of women - on equal

" terms with men - in the political, social, economic and cultural lifc
of their countrics is necessary for the national development, '
Convinced that the elimination of discrimination against women is
indispensable for the full developmert of the potentialities of wonen
in the service to their countries and to humsznity, for closing the gen
now existing between men and women and between women living in counsrics
with different levels of political, economic and social development and
for peaco and understanding between nations,

Desiring to promote universal recognition, in law and in fact, of the
principle of equality of sexes, |

Solemnly proclaims this Declaration.

_ 1.
Discrimination based on sex, which includes eny distinction, expulsion,
limitation or preference designed to destroy or wmodify equality of
opportunity and treatment as between men and womei:r, is fundementally
unjust and constitutes an offence to human dignity. It shell be con~-
demnod as a denial of the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, and 2as & vioclatian of humau pighve and fundomental freedoums
proclaimed in thne Universal Declaration of Humsn Rights.
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No State, institution, group or individual shall make any distinction
as to sex in matters of humar rights and fundamental freedoms in the
treatment of persons. '

3.
All States shall take effective measures to rescind laws and regulations
which are disbriminatory against womer, and to establish legal pro-
tection of the equality of women.
All States shall also take all appropriate mcasures in the field of
training, education and infermation with a view to advocating the
equality of women and men in all fields, to eradicating prejudice,
abolishing any custcmns and practices as well 2s all propaganda based
on the idca of inferiority of women.

yil

411l States shall take particular efforts to eguelize the status of

men and women in the enjoyment and cexcercise of politicel rights and
shall ensure to women the right to vote and be eligible for all elections
and the right of access to public service on equal terms with men.

5.

No discriminetion against women shall be admitted in the field of per-
sonal rights. States shall cnsure to women the right to cguality
before the law and to equal protection by the law, the same right to
freedom and security of person as is enjoyed by men, espccially by
suppressing all forms of traffic in women, compulsion to and cxplcita-
tion of prostitution and mcking them punishable under law, «and shall
grant to women full lcgal capacity and the right to free choice of

domicile and residence on equal terms with men.

6.
There shall be no distinction based on sex as regards nationality in
legislation or in practice.
Women shall have the same rights as men to acquire or change their

nationality.
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Marriage shall have no automatic effects on the nationality of the
wife, nor shall the changc of natlonallty by the hust band during
marriage have such effects. '

The contracting of marriage by a woman shall by no means reésult in

her becoming a stateless person.

: 7 .

411 States shall take effective measures to provent discrimination

egeinst women in the fields of economic, social and cultural rights.

To achieve effective equality between men and women 1n these fields.

States shall: _' ,

;/' ensure to women equal rights with men to work, to frce choice of
ep»loyment, to cqual assi stanoe and trestment by the cuployuent
service, to ecqual pay for work of equal va lve and to profe »ssional
-and vocational advancement and promction. _

g/,\ grant to women equal rlghts with men in the field of cducation
and in partlcular ensure to thon eguul access o schools of all

R.Ljpus and all levels, incliuding vocavional and tgchﬁical educa-
Thoudy, equal standards of education and. equal possibilitios to
_ benefit from scholarships and other study grants.
3/ ,ensure to women equaol rights with men to rest, materizl sceceurity
' in caso of old age, illness, unemployﬂbnu or loss of canacity to
Work. -

In VlOn of the duval role pcerformed by women with family rognensibilitics

'Rnd in order to enable women the achievement of full c¢conomic cquality

'and_the full enjoyment of the right to work, child care and other

soclial facilities should be graduallv provided. o '

somen shall enjoy speclal carc and protection during nregrency and
after confinement and shall rnot be employed at work likely to harm
their health and that of their future progeny. _

No discrimination against women shell be admitted on account of special
assistance granted to motherhood, including paid maternity leave, and
the right to return to former employmcnt, as well as on sccount of
special protection extended to women under protective legislation.
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All Sﬁétes'Shgli"také'éppropriabe;measures,td élimingﬁe‘discriminétion:
against women in fémily matters .4 to implement the brinéiple’offlegal
equality of husbahd'and wife. , » -
In partlcular women shall have the same r¢gh s as men +o freb ¢choice
of a spouse, to enter marriage with their free and full consent and
GQUul rlghts durlng marricge and at ‘its dlscolutloﬁ.
Child marriages and the betrothal of young girls bufo“e tlie ags-of -
puberty shall be_pronlblted. ‘States shall toke 1Gngl&t1VU action
to specify a minimum 2ge fcr marriage. ' '
No distinction shall be made between father and mothor w1th revard to
parental rights and dutics and guardianship of children.

9.
wWomen shall have equal rights with men %o acguire, administer, enjoy,
dispose of and inherit propcrty.
11 limitations of the propecrty rights of women undecr stotutory
matrimonial regimes and all discrimination ag2inst women in the ficld
-of inheritance rights shall be eliminated.
| 10. /article proposed for inclusicn by
Byclorussia in doc. E/Ch.5/526/
Bearing in mind the provisions of this Declaration and of the declara-
tions, conventions and rccommendations elrcady adopted by international
organizations, all States should work cut, develop and implement a
general State policy feor the atteirment of reel egality between men
and women in all fields of the political, economic, social and
cultural life of their countrics.
11. /articlc preposed for inclusion by
Byelorussia in doc. E/CK.6/4267
411 States Members of the United Hations arce celled upon to take the
necessary mcasures for the realization of the principles set forth in
this Declaration.
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12,
Women's civic, social and political organizations and movecments are
6alled upon to launch a wide-sprecad educational campaign with a view
to disseminating the principles contained in this Declaration, to
educating the general public as well as women themsclves into
accepting the ideca of the equality of sexes, encouraging wemen 10
avail themselves to the full of the rights granted to them in law and
to oppose all forms of discrimirnation against women as well as all
practices which lead to or perpetuates such discrimination. Women's
organizations are also called upon to avail themselves in their
activities for the promotion of the rights of women of the assistance
and guidance of the United Nations and the svccialized agencies and
UNICEF.



