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The meetina was called to order at 11.05 a.m.

AGENDA TTEM 51: REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE ISRAELI PRACTICES
AFFECTING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE POPULATION OF THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES (ccrtiri )
[a/3%/621, A/34/Gok, A/3L/T205 A/SPC/3M/Ty A/SPC,/3L/T.19, 1,20, L.23, L.2L)

1. Mr. KEATING (Ireland), speaking on behalf of the nine States members of the
European Economic Community., said that the situation regarding the rights of the
inhabitants of the Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967 was one of the
most disturbing problems with which the Special Political Committee was confronted.
In a statement issued in Paris on 18 June 1979, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of the Nine had recalled the need for Israel to end the territorial occupation
which it had maintained since 1967, for that was one of the elements of a just and
lasting peace in the Middle East. The Nine considered, in particular, that

(a) Israel's claim to sovereignty over the occupied territories was incompatible
with resolution 242, which laid down the principle of the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by force; and that (b) the Israeli Government's policy

of establishing settlements in the occupied territories was illegal from the

point of view of international law. During the past year, certain actions and
statements of the Israeli Government had aggravated the situation -~ among them the
establishment of new settlements, the expansion of existing ones and the
announcement of similar projects for the future.

2. The objections formulated by the Nine to the settleuwents policy were based not
only on the illegality of that policy but also on the fact that it constituted a
serious obstacle to the search for a comprehensive peace. DMoreover, it seemed
incompatible with the desire for peace expressed by the Israeli Government itself.
The Nine were deeply concerned about those activities and regretted that their
concern -~ and that of the international community as a whole - seemed to carry
little weight with Israel. They therfore called once again on that Government to
put an end to its policy of establishing settlements in the occupied territories.

3. The Nine considered that the Fourth Geneva Convention was entirely applicable
to the occupied territories and did not accept Israel's rejection of that view.
That Convention prohibited any unilateral modification of the demographic and
vhysical nature of the occupied territories, and, in that context, they continued
to oppose any unilateral modification of the status of Jerusalem and the holy
places.

b, Furthermore, the Special Committee had not had access to sufficient first-hand
material to give its report adequate authority. None the less, the latest report
(A/34/631) cast light on certain disquieting aspects, especially in the passages
concerning the conditions of detenticn and the treatment of prisonmers. The Nine
also took note of the statements of Israel and of other delegations on that and
other aspects of the problen.

5, Mr, HAGGAG (Fgypt) said that since 1967 dozens of resolutions had been adopted
condemning Israeli practices in the occupied Arab territories, particularly with
regard to human rights under the United Nations Charter and Universal Declaration

/oo
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of Human Rights. The Security Council, in particular in resolution 237, had

called upon Israel to ensure the well-being and security of the inhabitants of the
occupied territories and to facilitate their return. Unfortunately, that resolution
had so far produced no effect. In Egypt's view, it was necessary, in order to put
an end to that situation, to enable the Palestinian people to exercise their
legitimate rights, so as to guarantee the security of all the States of the region,
so that the latter could once again contribute to the progress of mankind.

6. One of the most dangerous practices and one to which Egypt was opposed was the
policy of establishing settlements, which was, to say the least, illegal and
incompatible with international cbligations undertaken by Israel, in particular

the Fourth 1949 Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time
of War. Egypt urged the Committee to reaffirm that that Convention was applicable
to the occupied territories, because its provisions forbade any measures of
collective reprisals. Moreover, article 49 of that Convention provided that
individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons
from occupied territory to the territory of the occupying Power or to that of any
other country, occupied or not, were prohibited, regardless of their motive and
that, furthermore, the accupying Power could not deport or transfer parts of its
own civilian population into the territory it was occupying. On 11 November 1976,
the Security Council, acting on the initiative of Egypt, had issued a statement
reaffirming that that Convention was applicable to the occupied territories,
calling once again on the occupying Power to observe strictly the provisions
thereof and affirming that any measures taken to change the geographical character
or demographic composition of those territories had no validity in law. The
Council had, moreover, reaffirmed that on several occasions, in particular in
resolution LL6.

T Fegypt had also opposed the arrest of the Mayor of Nablus by the Israeli
authorities and welcomed the fact that the latter had finally complied with the
General Assembly resolution calling upon them to liberate Mr. Bassam Shag'a.
That was an encouraging sign, which gave grounds for hoping that Israel would
eventually implement the General Assembly resolutions in that field.

8. The policy of establishing settlements in the occupied territories was
incompatible with the principles of international law, the Charter, United Nations
resolutions, the Geneva Convention and the four Conventions of The Hague prohibiting
the expropriation of property and the deportation of populations. The defensive
measures taken by Israel were thus illegal, and Egypt believed that the situation
was a dangerous one. That was why it had raised that gquestion on a number of
occasions in the Security Council and at the thirty-second session cof the General
Assembly. A resolution had then been adopted, almost unanimously, and that
resclution should be reaffirmed once again by the Committee. TIsrael must put an end
to its settlements policy. Its cobligaticn to dismantle its settlements in the Sinai
should also apply on other fronts, because only thus could peace be established
betw.=n Israel and its neighbours. ILgypt's cbiective was to eliminate all obstacles
to peace in the region and to enable the Palestinian people to live in security

in their homeland.
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Q, The path to peace was now oren to all, as a result, in particular, of the
eflrorts made to promote a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in that region,

which was the cradle of three revealed religions. That peace would not be possible
unless concerted efforts were continued and States refrained from placing obstacles

in that path.

10. Mr. BAAYO (Libyan Arab Jamashiriya) said that he appreciated the objectivity
shown by the Special Committee in its report (A/3L/631). Despite all the efforts
nade by the Israeli authorities to hide their crimes, the truth had once again
rrevailed. The information provided in section IV, part A, reflected faithfully
the Zionist policy of expansion in the Arab world. After invading Palestine,

using force and imposing the severest reprisals, Israel was insatiably pursuing its
expansionist aims with premeditation; but, in order to hide the substance of the
problem from the wvorld, it was using all sorts of tactics. Thus, it had renamed
Cisjordan "Samaria end Judaea' and occupied Jerusalem ''unified Jerusalem' . Most
important, in order to force the parties to accept its game, the racist Zionist
entity was endeavouring to confront them with a new situation through the method

of the fait accompli, as was clear from its deliberate and premeditated policy of
annexation of the occupied territories, given concrete form by the expropriation of
property and the establishment of Israelil Jewish civilian settlements. In that
regard, his delegation endorsed the Special Committee's conclusions (paras. 369 and

370).

11. The expropriation measures described in paragraphs 79 to 105 of the rerort

were racist measures, the purpose of which had, right from the start, been the
establishment of an exclusively Jewish Palestine. Thousands of dunams had been
seized, and those who had been cultivating them had been expelled and Jewish
settlers established there. The sole purpose of the Absentee Property Law, which
dated from 1948-1950, the real estate laws of 1948 and 1953 and the law prohibiting
the leasing of lands to Arabs (in particular art, 220) was to rive substance to

the slogan launched by the Zionists at the start of the invasion of Palestine:

A land without a people’’, a land without Arabs. The same applied to the repressive
measures taken against the Arab population, in the form of collective and individual
reprisals and the denial of their political rights, the sole purpose of which was

to deport the Arabs to make room for Jewish immigrants. Through immigration, the
Zionists would be able to achieve their aims and, as stated by Chaim Weizmann in
Trial and Error, Palestine would ultimately belong to the Jews alone. Immigration
was, therefore, in itself one of the practices which should be condemned and
stopred. Israeli policies and practices, including the radical changes made by the
Israeli authorities in Jerusalem, were in flagrant viclation of the Geneva
Conventions rnd the resolutions of the General Asserbly, in particular resolutions
2257 and 225k (8-V).

12. In its defiance, the Zionist State was aided by the forces of international
imperialism, which not only gave 1t loans but rendered assistance of all kinds,
including the provision of weapons of mass destruction. It was time for the
international community to assume its responsibilities, for the cause of freedom
throuchout the world was indivisible.

i2a. The CHAIRMAN anncunced that Turkey had become a sponsor of draft resolution

A/SPC/3L/T..2h.
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13, Mr. KASINA (Kenya) thanked the Chairman of the Special Committee for its
informative report, prepared despite the Israeli authorities' refusal, as in
previous years, to co-operate with it. It was the eleventh such report since the
establishment of the Special Committee and 1like the others, it showed that Israel’s
policy was to annex and colonize the occupied territories and establish Jewish
settlements there in order eventually to incorporate those territories into the
Jewish State of Israel. That systematic policy was, indeed, periocdically confirmed
by statements from members of the Israeli Government announcing measures under way
or planned for the establishment of Israeli settlements in those territories.

There was abundant evidence that the Jewish settlers were encouraged by the Israeli
Government which went so far as to provide them with material aid and military
protection.

14, The world community could not allow such a policy to continue in defiance of
resolutions adopted by the United Hations. It was entirely inadmissible for any
State, whether Israel or any other, to acquire territory by force. The world
community must insist on Member States respecting the rules of international law,
including the Fourth Geneva Convention, which Israel was not respecting because it
continued to deny its applicability to the territories occupied since 1967.
Articles 4T and 49 of that Convention were none the less particularly clear on
the subject.

15. The civilian population of the occupied territories had been adversely affected
for 12 years. The occupying Power had been pursuing a policy of reprisals against
them, demolishing their homes, expelling persons prominent in the community and
interfering in the social and commercial 1life of civilians. The voung people were
also affected, and their frustration and resentment were growing daily.

16. ©Some cynical arguments had been advanced: the civilian vorpulation had
supposedly been given a better life, better housing snd roads, and a higner standard
of living. Israel could not glorify its occcunation by baldly claiming to have
improved living conditions in the area. The best thing Israel could do woulr be to
withdraw from the territories and stop using the improved wel fare of tha occuplied
vopulation as an argument. Material things could not be exchanged for ccceupation.
His delegation joined other States in refusing to recognize any measures tahen by
Israel to change the physical character, demographic compositivn or status of the
ceecupied territories, which constituted a flagrant violaticn of the Geuneve
Convention of August 1949. Peace would not prevall in the iliddle Bast until the
rights of the Palestinian people were recognized and implemented, particularly
their right to a homeland and their own independent Gtate. A whole nation of cver
4 million people could not continue to live in exile on charity. Israel could not
stubbornly flout United Nations decisions or be allowed to keep territories acnuired
by force, To allcw that to continue would encourage belligerency and the resultsnt
hreat to international peace and security.

17. Mr. SAYHGH (Kuwait)* said that the Special Committee’s excellent impartisl

1

and comprehensive report brought to light certain disquieting trends that hat
emerged during the previous year, and he wculd try itc show the connexions betwo2n

1
.

The full text of this statement will be issued as docvment A/SPC/3L/PV.L

/.
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those trends in order to point up their meaning and significance when viewed in the
political context of that same period.

18. First, the policy of establishing settlements in the occupied territories had
been intensified: existing settlements had been expanded, new settlements had been
established and the required infrastructure for the settlement programme as a whole -
making loans available, drawing up plans - had been established.

19. A second trend, closely linked to the first, was the extension of the area of
public and private lands in the occupied territories being claimed by the Israeli
Government and turned over to settlers for new or expanded settlements. The
distinctions the Tsraeli Government was seeking to make between private land and
publicly-~owned land, arable land and uncult1V¢ted land, had no standing in existing
international law, which forbadie cny confiscation of land in occupied territories
for settlement purposes. Mone the less, the Israeli Supreme Court had always
supported the Israeli authorities and had ratified violations of international law
committed by the Executive Branch. The Court's recent judgement invalidating

the decision to establish one such settlement would not suffice to reduce anxiety on
that score, because it had relied on technical rather than legal grounds.

20, A third trend was Israel's increasing countrol cover the water resources of the
occupied territories: on the West Bank, indeed, control of the water supply meant
control of the life of the territory. The Israeli authorities had institutionalized
thsir control ov-r water resources in a discriminatory wav by giving settlencnts
pconled 7 2 mincrity vopulation all the rater thev necded, while denriving the
FPalestinisn vorulation of water to irri-zte their crops  thue takine aray their

of subsistence, Thst s a marticularly disturbine Jevelopment inasmuch as the

MEgn

4

agricaltural populaticn was being forced Lo work for wages on its own land or tu

choose exile as & way out.

21, TFourthly, Israel had removed the ban on the acguizition of land in the occupied
territories by Israeli individuals ur companies, in viclation ¢f international law,
which torbade an occupyinz Prwer to suthorize anyone to buy land in occupied
territories, Ths sophism used by lsracl to Justifv the removal of the ban had been
a claim that i* was guided by a concern not we discriminate against Jewish buyers,
but ty eranting such buyers, simply Lecause they vere Jews, privilepes which
international lav denied toc everyore, it was in Tact apr]*lng a discriminatory
neasure,

22. The fifth trend that 1ald emerged during the previous year was the establishment
of resgional and local councils bo administer the affairs of the Israeli settlements
in the cccupied territories, The aim prcbably was to protect Israel from whatever
might nappen after "autonomy" wus preited to the Uest Dank and Gaza, as provided in
the Camp David accords, by givine the illegallv sstablished Israsli settlements an
autcnomy paraliel to that enjoyed by the indigenous Palestinian ponulation,

23« The zixth trend was the rise of organized fsraeli terrorism in the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip. Armed bandits and marauders vere =zcting as if they had licence
to kill, injure and rob the defenceless and unarmed civilian population in the

/eoe
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West Bank and Gaza. If the people of a village opposed their will, they destroyed
the inhabitants' means of subsistence. If young people who were particularly
proud to be Palestinian refused to bow down before the occupiers, they were
immediately subjected to wholesale reprisals. Such acts were tolerated and
encouraged, and thrived in the climate of laxity fostered by the authorities, which
showed the greatest indulgence towards those criminals by commuting their sentences
or giving them excessively light penalties.

2., Finally, the Israeli authorities were seeking to wipe out any feeling of
Palestinian identity among the young people of the occcupied territories. Arab
books and magazines found in Hebrew universities and libraries were proscribed in
Arab universities. Schools curricula were being modified, and textbooks were
censured. The very word "Palestine' was not supposed to be used.

25. All those trends had to be viewed in the political context of the so-called
autonomy of Gaza and the West Bank that had been endorsed by the three parties to
the Camp David accords, regardless of how the concept of autonomy was interpreted
by the other two parties. It was obvious that for the Israeli party autonomy meant
only municipal autonomy for the towns and villages of the West Bank and Gaza. That
concept of autonomy had to be understood in the light of the great debate that had
gone on in Israel after the 1967 war on how to resolve the conflict between the
territorial imperatives of Zionist expansionism, which required annexation of land,
and the demographic imperatives, which required a Jewish majority in the occupied
territories. In the 1960s the possibility of annexing those territories without
giving political rights to the inhabitants, in order to preserve the purely Jewish
character of “Greater Israel”, had been considered. That was the concept that

had again been advanced in the autonomy proposals of Prime Minister Begin zad had
been ratified with slight amendments at Camp David. Such so-called aulonomy
amounted to no more than granting a few municipal privileges and rights to the
Palestinian populations, with Israel maintaining control of the land and rssources,
and every precaution had been taken to vprevent it from becoming syncncmous with
self-determination for the indigenous population of the cccupied territories.

26. Mrs. RAMLALL (Guyana) congratulated the Special Committee on the very
comprehensive report which it had been able to produce despite a lack of
co-operation on the part of the Israeli Goverrment, which continued to refusz to
grant the Committee access to the occupied territories. The report was a
frightening chronicle of systematic acts of violence, torture and degradation
committed by the Israelis against defenceless people whose oanly crime was to dare to
secek the recovery of what had been taken from them. The closing of schools,
physical abuse of teachers and students for the slightest expression of patriotic
sentiments, the transfer of teachers for "security' reasons, the seizure of rpecple
from their homes, ill-treatment and imprisonment if they belonged to a certain
organization, expulsions and deportations, and violent reprisals against any
manifestation of opposition to the occupation constituted the liong list cof
flagrant violations of the basic human rights of the population in the occupixd
territories, of the provisions of the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, whi.-
Israel had ratified, and of the principles of the United Waticns Charter.
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alled uvon the occunyine Power , as a first step, to desist

27, Her Aelemation ¢
from 21 actions which VlolateJ the hurmen richts of the populstion of the occupied
territories, TThile Israel’s security concerns were leritimete, security must be

mutual. The security of Israel could not %e achieved at the wmrice of the
ins=curity of the population of the occunied t rritories. Tsrael could not exvect
a digplavy or solidarity from the victims of dits occuvetion which, by creatine
problems of insecurity in the mind of the occunier. led to emaqﬁelatcd rTesnonses,

3. Ar equally disturbine asmect of the renort was the informatiop concerning
srael's determination to absorb all the occunied territories and to vresent cthe
rorld with nevr realities. Far from enhancing Isrsel s security, such a desian
carried vithin itself the seeds of even ecreater insecurity and would inevitably
endanger neace in the area and in the world as a whola., A lasting solution to the
l[iddle THast nuestion must encompass all the vital elements of the guestion and must
be based on three funialzental wmrincip lPS’ (1) the withdrswal of Israel from =211
Lran territories occupied since Jure 10 (2) the restoration of tle inalienable
natioral rights of the Palestinian p@onieg including their rizht to 2 honeland

3) the right of all Ctates in the ares to live vltllﬂ secure and rmtually
recornized hounl

D

—

laries.

29, Her delegotion vrzed the international community to continue to be forthright
in its condemnation of Israeli occunationist and anrexationist wmolicies and to brin
pressure to bear on Israel to take giens consistert with the interests of ,justlcej
veace and security in the Tiddle Tast.

)

<

0. ir. DOULAT (Byelorussian Soviet dccialist Penﬂblic\ sai that the rewort of tie
Drecial Committee (A/54/031) containes a wealth of convincins but clarusing
intormation concernin - the criminal acts coruitte’ by Isreel in th= occuvied Arab
territorics. Floutines the hasic rules of dnternational lar 2nd <laily violating
elementary Luman rizihts. the invader curaned a wolicv of rassive repression =and

-

W

trrror a nirst the entire indirenous comiistion, Afvsll@o tn~ r=onle fron thelr
hores, Jdestrored thair houses and confiscated their orereritv., The scction of tne
renort =ntitied "Inforiation on the clicy of nwmexation ond settlement of the
occuvied territeories Tolled by the vovern ent of Isracl’” countained stateients by
nembers of th- Government g |

and offizial cormunications which aemonstrated irrefutably
that the Tsraell leaders wvers mursuin, 2 solicy of crnexation of the fral

territoriss widceh thsy . Tregsion.,  The renort contaiae . &

list of coirelling Tacte represaicn and terror waich
Isvael nzd creste’, FPacts weres 1 act e o ocould ot he ignored,

1 ]

Si. The rerort alss comtulnesd oxaonlss of phwzical and psycholorical torture of the
mozt horvendous Find 2nd of outrageo coraitted L the Israelis gainst Ardb
Jetainees. Torture vss bhein~ used 7ith increasians freauency on voumen The
tegtimony of Xamal Yapimari an” Rasmiah Oden on that zupject twras ost Oﬂllbntéxlng.
Ihe Israclis ware conductine thermgelves in the oceunie territories asg the fascists
had done wefore tham on russian, Ukraionian Dyelerussian, French , Italian. Yuroslav,

-
O
bt (T
[N
[69]
it
[

ana Uzech soil, anc in otk=r countries ag vell. The facts did not vary from

5
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one report to suother, because Israel, desnite the dicttes of cormon sonase .
protests of 1ﬂ+ernqtjoha7 vublic oninion and the resolutions of the Tmited -
and otaer incernationsl orrenizations, as blindly wursuins its oolicy ot

= snt annexation in the invaded territories., Toreover, of late more
svecitically szince the cornclusion at Ca.m David of the sevarate anti-Ar-b
apreerent, Israel nad been shoving increasin~ acrressiveness. effrontery ard

cruelty. The Israeli-Esvntian deal had rendered a commrehensive ., just éh’ Tagting

settlement o the 11ddle “ast crisis extremely difficult  anl events had shown that

the =szreenent waz an attemnt to urtie the hands of the ar~ressor,

32, row coull the interestes of international irmeriilisn and zionisz. | vaich were

attemotins at any cost to retain control of strateric nositions and oil resources
i ce and the cause of the

in the !1i3dle Tast, coincide with the rezl interests of we

ercreise ¢f the inalleﬂau~@ national richts of peovles, and more specifically of

the Arab pecnle of Palestine? If the Palestinian vnecple continued to lancuish ir
. :

1

ezile or suffer unde e heel of the occuvier, and if bLlood was bein: shed iu
Leblunon, it was inverialism tvhich 723 to be “lamed. The Cawv David arreements ~nd
the <omarats Tgyntian- Israell treaty served as a smokescreen Tor Israel s nolicy or
exnansion and ancression apalnst the Palestinian neople and neilrhbourin. Arau
States. Imn@'iﬁqut circles -rere taliings advantaze of the asreevents to sttewpt to
eroand their volitical or military »resence in the .iiddle Zast.

33. Ids delegation reaffirv~d its solidarity with the "rabh peovles whi
resolutely struvglin- acainst the machinations of dirwerialiswm and zioaoi

S In Tl
tiAdle Dast, and a ainst the senarste asreerient concluded Hehind their baclks and w

the exmerse of their ivterests.

2, His deleratior iished to sxmress its satisfaction with the vork of the Smecial
Committee, which Led rrepared a detailed =nd objective remort documenting the waay
5 .

violations of basic humen richts comitted Wy Tsrael in the occupied Arad
territories. In that connexion, he wisled to refer to the jolnt contauniaud
nuiblicshed in the Coviet press cn 15 Vovewhar on the occasion of -« visit to the
Covist Union by o “elegatiorn of the Palestine Liberation Organization headed bv
Yegoer Avafat . which stated that the nmarties were of the viev that the nesctiasticns
conductad by Israel, Loyvt and tine United Ttoates concerning so-c2lled
! ; o1f. rovernment for the Palestini%ns” rere clearly ~iwed at
of Palestine Trom n;OV1H” tlieir inalienable pational
ng the ocecuration ¢f the Arab lands and Palestinian
asl and the zonrexation ol {2 eastern sector of

he varties strongls condenned renressior  recial

ation cof ths Arab historical and cultural heritase the
nersecutior o1 Jdevortation of the Arab nopulation of the occunied territories the
estabhlishment of Taraeli settlemcents and other illeqal acts. The CCUAEqu&A
further stated tl:t the sepirate trenty concluicd with Isroel cresxted g=:

ocstacles to the establishment of 2 lastin. veace in the [71ddle _ast and undermined
the cause of the nzational independence of Ara®b and African veonles varticularly

1
n

digeririnotion. the

the just strussle of the Arab necple of Palestire for freedowm and the restoration
of their inclienable national riszbts. In those circumst=nces. the colesion of tlLe
patriotic forces or the Arab peorle and the strenntnening of tlheir unity in the

/o,
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struggle against the manceuvres of imperialism and zionism and for a just and
lasting peace in the !Middle East, were of vital importance.

35. Mr. ZAHAVI (Iraq) drew attention to the letter dated 29 November 1979
addressed to the Secretary-General by the Permanent Representative of Iraq, to
which a document entitled "Israeli torture of Palestinian political prisoners in
Jerusalem and the West Bank: three State Department reports” was annexed. That
document , the conclusion of which he commended to members, had been circulated as
an official document of the General Assembly (A/SPC/34/T).

36. Referring to the report of the Special Committee (A/34/631), section IV of
which he found particularly valuable, he drew attention to paragraph 5S4 and
subsequent paragraphs relating to the Israeli position on the implementation of the
autonomy plan, and wordered how a Government on the verge of bankrupteyv could
contemplate such sweeping projects with such enormous financial implications.
Obviously, three major factors were involved. The military factor was well known;
it had been studied in other forums and there was no need to go into the matter
again. The economic and financial factors, however, merited consideration. The
hearings of the Sub-Committee on International Operations of the United States
Committee on Foreign Relations during the ninety~fifth session of Congress had
revealed that the Thited States paid between $40,COO and $50,000 per family to
settle Jewish immigrants in the occupied Aradb territories, while substantially
smaller sums (from $1,700 to $1,200) wvere paid to those wishing to settle elsewhere.
Assistance to Israel came from many other sources, too. Thus, the Co-Chairman of
the Jewish Agency's Settlement Department had stated on 18 May 1979: 'The State
of Israel must, for political and other reasons, develop the entire region of
Judaea and Samaria; and ii in five years' time, 100,000 Jevws will not live in this
region, I doubt that we will bave a right to this region. If Jews will live iu
Judaea and Samaria it will *+ ours; if they will not live there, it will not.'

He had then gone on to emphasize that what was most important at the present stage
was to seize lands for settlement and not to go into detailed planning, for it
might prove impossible to seize the lands in the future.

37. He noted with interest that, in the statement made on behalf of the nine
countries of the European Econcmic Cormmunity, the representative of Ireland had
expressed regret at the fact that Israel apparently disregarded the concern which
its policy aroused throughout the world. He wondered why that was so.

38. The sad truth was that, not only the United States of America, but also other
Governments and international institutions - knowingly or unknowinsly - were
encouraging Israeli expansionism. For example, in 1973, UNVDP had allocated

$5 million to aid Israel. Irag, which at thot time had been a member of the
Governing Council of UNDP had pointed out that the indicative planning figure on
which that allocation had been based had not been at all realistic. In fact, UNDP
assistance to any particular country was proportional to that country's gross
national product; however, the figures provided had taken no account of the income
received from the exploitation of the occupied territories. When UNDP had been
alerted to that fact, Israel had then said it would in future renocunce UNDP
assistance in favour of needier countries. Again, in 1973, the World Bank had
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allocated %40 million to Israel in order to help it to improve its road netre. e and
thus to accelerate the transport of perishable agricultural produce. Could anyone
doubt that the improvemeut of the road network had strategic importance? Illoreover,
was not the occupying Power currently buidling & vast rosd netwvork in the sccupilie
territories? The purpose of that undertaking was not only to contror those
territories more effectively and to facilitate their annexaticn, but alsc %o 1i,..
the some 100 settlements established in those areas. Once again, ctrategic
considerations were involved. As to the bilateral and multilateral economic
agreements “etween Israel and other countries, there was every reason to wonder whatl
the legal terms governing them were. The wording of an agreement concluded betu.cen
the Burcpear Deonomic Community and Israel indicated that that coreement applied
only to the Ztate of Israel. But where was Israel? Where did its territory stop?
Where were its borders? Was the European Economic Community aware of the fact that
TIsrael was in the process of integreting the economy of the occupied territories
into its own economy and that it was exploiting their natural and human resources?
Hew had the trade in question been envisaged and what were its economic and legal
cousequences? Relations between EFC and Israel were being conducted as if
everything was eatirely normal in Israel. Vas it surprising . therefore, that
Israel should ignore what it was told, both in the United "ations and elsewhere?

At dts tventy-ninth session. the General Assembly had adopted the Charter of
Economic Rights and Duties of States. If one reread article 16, the appeal made +«
the international community would be quite clear: it was the duty of the
international community to make sure that Israel no longer received economic
assistance which enabled it to pursue its policy of annexation.

39. Lastly, there was another factor involved, the human factor. Israel’s aim wa=
to expel the Falestinian peoplc Trom their land in order to replace them with
settlers brought in by the Zionists. Asg Count Bernadotte had already predicted in
his report to the Security Council dated 212 July 10u43:

"It could not be ignored that unrestricted immigration intc the Jewish aren

¢f Palestine might, over a pericd of years, give rise to a population pressus .
and to economic and rolitical disturbances which would justify present Arab
fears of ultimate Jewish expansion in the Year Fast. It can scarcely be
ipnorel that Jewish immigration into the Jewish area of Palestine concerns not
only the Jewish people and territory but slso the neighbouring Arab vorld."

What the Mediator had predicted was currently a reality:; it was not only the
territory allotted tc¢ the Jews which was involved, but the whole of the rest of
Palestine, as well.

LO. His delepation thought that a resclution similar to that restricting
irmigration to Southern Rhodesia would also be appropriate in the case of Israel,
in view of the fact that, for 30 years, Tsrael had refused to acknowledge, even in
principle, that the Palestinian people had the right to return to their land and
to their homes. Tverything seemed to indicate that the policy which Israel had
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folloved for 12 years would be further intensified, under cover of the Camp David
agreements and the Israeli-Lgyptian peace treaty. Accordingly, it was especially
important for the internstional community to act resolutely and rapidly in order to
bring such violations of international lawv to an end.

41, r. GHAFCORZAT (Afghanistan) said that, althoush Israel had systematically
refused to allow the Special Committee to visit the occupied territories, the latter
had admirably depicted Israeli practices in those territories and had clearly
summarized the principle of international law regarding the rights of the

population of the occupied territories.

42, His delegation wished to emphasize that Israel's occupation of Palestinian and
Arab lands constituted an act of aggression and a flagrant violation of all the
human rights of the people of the occupied territories. Only the withdrawal of the
Israeli forces would enable the Arab and Palestinian people to enjoy their rights
and would put an end to the explosive situation in that part of the world, which
constituted a threat to the peace and security of the 17iddle Tast and of the whole
world.

43, In occupying Palestinian and Arab lands, the Israeli authorities had violated
article 17 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which stipulated that "No
one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property’ . as well as the provisions of
the Geneva Conventi-n relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of Var.
Those lands had been confiscated under vague pretexts of security and, what was
worse, they had immediately been used for Israeli settlements and industrial
complexes. That policy had been accompanied by the following measures: the
destruction of crops on Arab land, the cutting off of electricity and water
supplies to Palestinian villases, and threats against and the arrest of
recalcitrant Palestinians. lioreover, the occupying Power had expropriated land by
fencing it off and declaring iv to be reserved for "military purposes’.

L., The cases cited in the Report of the Special Committee shiowed that Israel had
violated articles L&, L7, 50 and 56 of the 1907 Haguc Convention, as well as
articles 31, 32, 33, 49 and 53 of the fourth Geneva Convention. 1In fact, such acls
as killing, torture, destruction of houses, =xpropriation of property, pillage, the
eviction of the population, and the establishment of cettlements constituted
serious violations of the provisions of that Convention, which had been drafted
expressly with a view to preventing the recurrence of the crimes of which the Jevs,
in particular, had been the victims. It was therefore disturbing to observe that
Israel not only disregarded United Mations decisions. but attached no importance to
the international conventions it had ratified, and that the Israeli authorities
were pursulng their policy of annexation, of establishing settlements in the
occupied territories and of consolidating existing settlements, It wvas time for
the General Assembly to consider the adepiion of new measures designed to compel
Israel to comply with the decisions of the internaticnal comnunity.

b5, His delepation supported the conclusions contained in the report of the
Special Committee; it condemned the occupation of Arab and Palestinian lands by
Tsracl and Israel's measures to Judaize and absorb the Arab territories, especially
the Holy City of Jerusalem, and it denounced the so--called 'homeland'’ doctrine. It
was convinced that it was the moral, political, material and financial support of
the imperialist and a fevw other States that enabled Israel to disregard United
ations resolutions and to intensify its policy of aggressioan and colonization.
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46, His Government wished once acain to reiterste its unreserved solidarity with
the just cause of the Palestinian people and with their sole legitimate
representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization. Any attempt to find a
sclution to the Middle East question in which the Palestine Liberation Organization
was not involved would not constitute an acceptable framework for a just and lasting
solution to the problem and would only further aggravate the already explosive
situation in the IMiddle East.

L7, Mr. UMATTIAS (Portugal) pointed out that his delegation's position concerning
the situation in the Middle East was well known and that it was therefore
unnecessary for him to reiterate it. He wished, however, to stress the need to
respect the national political rights of the Palestinian people, their ric~ht to
return to their homes, their right to self-determination and their rieght to a
homeland. He also wished to reaffirm that Israel's occupation of Arab and
Palestinian territories, including Jerusalem, was unacceptable.

L8. Until that occupation ceased, Israel was called upon to observe the relevant
international conventions with particular regard to the protection of civilians

in time of war, the treatment of prisoners and the allocation of natural resources,
particularly the distribution of water on the West Bank of the Jordan.

49, The policy of establishing settlements in the occupied Arab territories and
the resulting geographical and demographic changes were a major obstacle to a just
and lasting peace in the tiddle Last.

50. His country hoped that such grave concerns, which were also the concerns of
the greater part of the international community, would be heard and understood in
Israel, so that all the States and peoples of the region could live in peace.

51. Mr. BLFAKI (Sudan) expressed his appreciation to the members of the Special
Committee for the work they had carried out despite the many obstacles created by
the Israeli authorities and by world zionism.

52. He said that Israeli practices were part of a well-designed process intended
to bring about the gradual implementation of all the aggressive and expansionist
aims of zionism, whatever the consequences for the persons affected, for the

world order or for the international community. Since their accession to power
the leaders of the Begin Government no lonszer denied their objectives. On the
contrary, they were emphasizing their so-called sovereign risht to the occupied
Arab lands, as had been confirmed by the statement made by Moshe Dayan at the
thirty-second session of the General Assembly, a statement which had been quoted
in part by the representative of Israel in the Committee's debate the previous
week. The situation was such that the Sudanese delegation believed that detailed
roncideretion of Israeli practices would lead to a deadlock, thanks to Israel's
intransigence. It was hiph time to tackle the heart of the problem and,
accordingly, the United Wations must shoulder its responsibilities under the
Charter and must put an end to Israeli occupation and colonization of the occupied
territories, and restore all the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,
including their right to establish a soversipen and independent State. Only in that
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way would the Israeli reign of terror give way to a reign of peace, stability and
progress in that part of the world.

53. His country would continue to support the just struggle of the Palestinian
people, under the leadership of their sole legitimate representative, the PLO,
until their rights were restored, particularly the right to self-determination
and independence,

54, Mr. PITA (Cuba), supported by Mrs. AHMED (Bangladesh) and Mr. MUBAREZ (Yemen),
proposed that the text of the statement of the representative of Kuwait should be
issued in extenso as a separate document.

55. It was so decided.

56. " Mr. PITA (Cuba) noted that the increasingly bloody reprisals of the Israeli
authorities had led to an escalation in the struggle and in the resistance of the
population of the occupied territories. In the United Nations the policies of
capitulation and separate agreements had failed, while anti-imperialist and anti-
Zionist feeling was gaining ground in the Middle East.

57. The Israeli authorities were reviving the atrocities of the Nazis and were
intensifying their policy of terror against the population of the occupied
territories. The reports of the Special Committee and the Secretary-General were
valuable sources of information. The two reports described in great detail one of
the most tragic nightmares of the current era. Speaking to the General Assembly of
the United Nations as Chairman of the movement of non-aligned countries,

President Fidel Castro had drawn attention to the traric similarity between the
Ilozis, who had rercilessly decirated the Jewich peorle, and the gerocide currently
practised by the Isrceli authorities.

58. The inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people were being
systematically violated in the occupied territories. Those violations were on such
a scale that even United States newspapers, such as The Washington Post, were
obliged to refer to the systematic torture of Arab prisoners in Israeli prisons.
The Special Committee's report showed that the occupied territories had become one
enormous prison, and it also gave alarming indications that Israel intended to
annex all the occupied territories.

59. It was the duty of the international community to redouble its efforts to
ensure a lasting peace in that region and to prevent further violations of human
rights in the occupied territories. The United Nations must put an end to the
pillage of those territories by the invaders, who had become emboldened since the
signing of the Camp David agreements. The Zionist authorities had committed
innumerable crimes in the occupied territories: the annexation of land, the
establishment of new settlements, the deportation and expulsion of the Arab
population, the refusal to grant the right of return to that population, the
confiscation and appropriation of land, mass arrests, torture and inhuman
treatment of prisoners, the plundering of the archaeclogical and cultural heritage
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of the region, discrimination on the basis of religious belief, the desecration of
holy places, the plundering of indigenous natural resources and terrorism in
general.,

60. However, like the European peoples that had confronted German fascism, the
Palestinian people, helped by the Arab nation, had decided to take action. The
expulsion of the Mayor of Nablus had made it possible to gauge the temperature in
the region. His country wished to reaffirm its unconditional solidarity with the
Palestinian people and the other Arab peoples in their struggle against
imperialism, zionism and capitulation. In accordance with the foreign policy which
it had always pursued in connexion with the Palestinian question, his country
would vote in favour of draft resclution A/SPC/34/L.19, A/SPC/3L4/L.23 and
A/SPC/3U/L.2L. Recalling a phrase used in 1959 by Camilo Cienfuegos, a hero of the
Cuban revolution, he said that "all those who struggle, wherever they may be, are
Cuba's brothers”.

61. 'The CHATRMAN snnounced that Bangladesh and India had become sponsors of the
draft resolution in document A/SPC/3L4/L.19, and that Mali had become a sponsor of
the draft resolutions in documents A/SPC/3L/L.23 and A/SPC/3L/L.2k.

62. Mr. AL-ARRAYED (Bahrain), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, recalled
that on Wednesday the representative of Israel had been embarrassed by certain
statistics on the infant mortality rate in the occupied territories. That was
scarcely surprising in view of the fact that the Zionists constantly denied the
truth and ignored the existence of an entire people. He said that the statistical
data he had given were taken from official Israeli documents and had been

published by the Mayor of Ramallah in the Middle East Review of 22 October 1979.

He merely wished to point out that health services were constantly deteriorating

in the occupied territories, and that the mortality rate was increasing.

63. Mr. DORON (Israel), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that the
statistics provided by the representative of Bahrain were absurd from both a
scientific and a practical point of view. He had consulted the official statistics
on the matter, as given in a report submitted by the Israeli Ministry of Health to
the World Health Organization. He was prepared to give the representative of
Bahrain precise figures, and said that the Mayor of Ramallah was not competent to
speak about the health situation in the occupied territories.

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.




