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Zhe meating was called to order at 10,20 a.m.
AGENDA ITEN 9 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. VUNIBOBO (Fiji):s Mr. Prssident, it gives me great pleasurs to adad ny
own congratulations to you on your elaction to the prestigious office of President
of the Genersl Assembly at its forty-fifth session. Malta, a small island Scate
like my own, has played an important role in world affairs, far out of proportion
to its size, and it is a tribute both to your country and to its people that one of
its prominent scns should preside over this world Assexbly. Your owa record and
accowplishments are well known and we look forward to a productive sossion under
your leadership.

The past year has been a period of great accomplishments, in which the
President of the Gsneral Assembly at its forty-fourth session, Major-Gemeral
Joseph Garba of Nigeria, played a prominent role. We would like to congratulate
him on so skilfully fulfilling his responsibilitirs. The United Mations has come
intv its own, and Secretary-General Peres de Cuellar is to be congratulated on his
outstanding contributionm to this.

We would 1like to join other delegations in extending a warm welcome to
Liechtenatein, which was admitted thrse weeks 2go, and to Namibia, which joinad the
Organizetion in May. We were honoured to be among ths group of sponscors for their
admission. Our congratulations go te Germany for re-establishing its unity and
national identity a few days ago.

On the subject of reunification, we welcome the dialogue between the Soviet
Union and the Republic of Korea. We applaud the contacts betwsen the Governments
of North and South Korsa. We urge that both sides be encouraged to join the United

Nations, either individually or both at the same time. However, joining should not
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be conditiocnal on the comsent of either sides. There have been enough instances to
show that later unification is not pracludad by initial geparate membership of the
United Wations.

Much has happensd since the opening of the forty-fourth session of the
Assembly. There has been an enormous upsurge of feeling towards greater freedom
and opsnness in many countries where the State apparatus has, for over four
decades, remained not merely as a formidable presence, but alsc as the sole arbiter
of all that affects the lives of those concerned.

The ending of the cold war should herald more than the easing of tensions
between the super-Powers. It is a golden cpportunity to extend the basis of
international reconciliation, including spplication of the peace dividend to
combating poverty ana underdevalopment. Like many other speakers, we hope that tha
arms control and disarmament resources which bacome available as a result of the
reduction in military expenditure will be used to address the many and compelling
urgent needs of the world's poor.

The expectation of a world in which there would be reducod tension and greater
prospects for a more dursble peace was shattered by the invasion of Kuwait. The
unity with which the Member States acted to condemn ths aggression and apply
sanctions against Iraq has been unpracadentad. The invasion of Kuwait is both an
ominous phenomenon and a dangsrous signal to the amaller Statas. We hopa that the
crisis now confronting the world can bo defused without open hostilities and that
the legitimate Government can ro-establish its sovereignty ir Kuwait.

The progress being mzde between the African National Congress of South Africa
(ANC) and the Pretoria Government in South Africa, the agresment of the parties to
the conflict in Cambodia to accept United Mations involvement, and the slow but
steady forward movement in Western Sahara are all highly satisfactory signs of a

new determination in the search for peaceful solutions to orce-intracteble problems.
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Ws subscribe to the widering international coacera ever environmantal issuss;
it is high time. South Pacific pPeoples and Goverawonts have, for two dscades,
strongly opposed the uss of our region as a testing-ground for nuclear weapons by
France. We are still firmly against such testing and would again call on, and
indsed invite, Frence to cezso thia practice.

Recent action on reducing the use of osone-dspletirng substancos and the
banning of drift-net fishing are important steps, but they must be built upon.
Much still remains to bs done. The effects of globsl warming, especially on
low-1lying island communities, must ba seriously addressed. This state of affairs
can be attributed to the excessive and uncontrolled practicss of industrialiszed
countries. Now, developing countrios are being asked to bear a dizproportionste
share of the burden of overcoming this problem. Por instaance, we note with concern
recent movements %o boycott the purchase of tropical timbers. A number of
daveloping countries derive a major portioa of their income from this sourcs and
would be seriously dissdventaged. A strong case oxists for soms form of
compensation to thess countries to enable them to meks up for the revanue forgone,
a8 well as to assist them to curry out reafforsstation prograsnss.

We in the South Pacific are alarmed at the intention of the United Statesz to
use the Johnston Island facility to destroy its stocks of chomical weapons,
especially those that ave being tranaferrcd from Burcpe. In additiom to the fact
that the movement of those stocks constitutes a danger, the potential conseguences
for cur region are not sufficiently known or understocd to Justify the destruction

process there.
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Ny Goverament supports recent initiatives towards the convening of an
international conferencs on the Niddle Zast. Such a conference should provide the
basis for addressing long-outstanding problems afflicting the region, ineluding a
homeland for the Paleatinian people and the right of all States in the region,
including Israel, to an existence safe from threats to their territoriail
integrity. And here it would seem to us that, with its racent most commendable
racord of success, the key role should remain in the hands of the United Nations,
under the distianguished and capadie ieadership of the Secretary-General.

Within the context of the global socio-political upheavals of the late }19005,
much of them based on a reawakening of indigenous conscicusness and aspiratcions, ws
ia Piji have ourselves bean going through a period of Aifficult readjustment. But,
whon seen within the broad sweep of global eveants, those in my country sppear
miniscule by comparison.

On 25 July last, a new Constitution was promulgated, the culminatioa of three
years of patisnt effort by many people to devise a workable framswork for
constitutional progrees. In bringing the Constitution inmto affect,

President Ratu Sir Penaiz Ganilau saids
“In the 20 ysars since independsnce, we have tried to build a
sulti-racial society which responded to the sepirations of all our citizens.

Achieving the right balance was not e23y. Tho maic races formed two

monolithic groups; there was little assimilation and much fear of domination.

Divisions were despensd througx centraating cultural traditions and

attitudes. Politics became polarized. There was the necessity to protect the

special rights of the [indigenous] Fijians, who had becoms = minority in their

land. At the same time, we had to take into account the lagitimate interests

of the othsr communities.



RC/4

A/45/PV,. 28
7

(Mc. Vunibobo, ¥iji)

“The Fijians had to preserve thair identity, their culture and. sometimes
it seemed, thoir very existence. Fiji was the only source of their culture
and being. If they lost their ideatity and rightful position here, then what
was left for them? Would they become yet anothor marginalised remmant of a

once proud psople?"

iIn terms of fundamental rights and freedoms, the President noted:

“The Constitution, therefore, places great emphasis on fundemental
rights, freedows and representation ... An elsborate Bill of Rights hag been
formulated and made part of the Constituticm. The rights it protects are
identical in all respects to those in the indspendence Constitution of 1970 ...

“The individual rights conform to all ths -gjo: Unitod Nations
instruments relating to humar rights protection. Among rights specifically
guarantesd sre the rights to 1ife, liberty, security of the person, the
protection of the law, fresdom of conscieancc, of expression, assembly and
association, protection for the privacy of house snd other property and from
deprivation of property without compensation. Every person in Piji is
entitled to these fundamentsl rights and freedoms, regardless of race, sex,

place of origin, political opinions, colour; religion or crzed.”

The President concluded by saying:

"My mesdsage to all the citizers of our multi-racial country, with its
aumerous ethnic groups, ia that Fiji is home to us all. Hors, with
compassion, understanding and goodwill, we can live together in happiness. WNe
have made romarksble progress inm social snd economic recomstruction since 1957
through the co-cperatien of all the people. The promise of great prospertiy
and nation2l fulfilment is very close. Together ws must continue to build

Piji, in peace and harmony."
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Our Constitution is the best practical solution, given the prevailing
circumstances in my country. With goodwill from all, we beligcve that it can he
developed to accommecdate futurc changes. A review period of soven years has bean
included, which period will allow time to benefit from the working experience of
the new Constitution.

We ourselves recognise that ths way ahead will not be easy for our pesople.

But the enormous reservoir of goodwill and respect that have characterized our
collective approach to vicissitudes will be important assits as we move forward to
consolidate the foundation which the new Constituticn has laid down. And we would
call on all friendly countries to assist and support us in this proceas so that the
progress alresady made can be further strengthoned.

Fiji and her psoples have undergore some traumatic changes over the past three
yoars. We have been onormously encouraged and sustained by the understanding and
support of many friendly countries. At the same time, we hove been bewildered by
the continuous sniping by a2 number of countries which, we would have thought, had
grsater appreciation of the Aifficulties our country was going through.
Unfortunately, we have beon cadly éisappointed by both the lecturing and the
posturing of a numbsr of countries that appear tc have arrogated to themzelves the
right to be moral and political arbiters of how we should conduct our atfairs,

The world economy is at an important crossroad. It is perkaps no exaggeration
to say that the future prosparity of most developing couatriss will depend on
change, in many cases radical changes, in the villingness of the industrialiszed
countries to teke realistic steps to oper up their markets. The developing
countries must export to prosper, but they mect numerous hurdles in trying to gain
access to the industrialised economies for many of their products. Although some

prograss has been mads under the genoralised gystem of preferences, three quarters
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of the dutiable exports of the developing countries do nmot enjcy preferential
treatment. Non-tariff barriers remain a major impediment to freer trade.
Subsidies paid by the developed countries to their owm farmers seriously undormine
the ability of the daveloping countries to gain more lucrative and stable markets.
Statistics seem to showv that one third of the exports of the developing countries
to developed markets are affected and in some important groups of items the
proportion goes as high as three quarters,

Looking closer to home, the island developing countries, of waich my own
country is one, and wkich are widuly recogniszed as the moat fraglile and vulnerable
of all the developing countries, find themselves in a particularly difficule
position. There are over 20 island developing countries and Territories in tha
island Pacific subregion, very widely scattered over an emormous geographical
area. Most of them are small and some are tiny, both in physical size and
population, and natural disasters are a frequent occurrsnce. Four are within the

category of least developed countries.
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Their links to the outside worl@ are few &nd poorly developed and highly
expensive to maintain, but without them thay could not live. They are heavily
dependent on outside sources for the supply of mary ossentials, having very few
resources and a neglig?blo productive capacity themselves. Many still have
dominant suhsistence sectors. Their small siza and remcteness make them highly
vulnerable to the forces of naturs, and hurricznes occur frequently. A receat
report of the Economic and Sccial Conniasign for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) has
confirmed little or no growth in 1989 and 1990 for nany Pacific island States
because of dovastation cavsed by hurricanea ovar the past year. The increasing
attention being given to the small island nations and territories will, we hope,
result in greater appreciation and support for their uniqueness.

In this regard we welcome the leasd rcle which the United Nations Conference on
Zrade and Developmest (UNCTAD) has takem receatly in focusing on the specific
characteristics and needs of the islang developing countries. The highly useful
collation of the featurez and cheracteristics of island developing countries which
UNCTAD carrisd out last yoar was an important step forward, as was the UNCTAD
meeting on island developing countries which was held in June last. We look
forwvard also to seeing specific provisions included in the new arrangements which
will be considared by UNCTAD VIII.

Having learned from past exporience, Fiji is currently embarking on new
economic poiicius vhich are designed to engura that the difficulties of the 19803
ares not repeated in the 192903, A more outward-looking, trade-oriented approach to
dsvelopment has besn adopted and the measure: of protection and subsidy that were
earlier intended to promote import substituticns are being dismantled. Export
prometion through positive mesznas hes bsen introduced and is being vigorously
implementsd. We are dependent to a considerable degree on the prefarences open to

us in the doveloped countries, particularly those embodied in the South Pacific
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Regional Trads = I Bconomic Co-operation Agreement with Australia and New Zsaland -
end we &re desply grateful for this particular contribution to our development -
these of the United Stztes under the gensraliszed syctea of preferences, snd those
under the Lomé Convantions between the European Community and the African, |
Caribbean and Pacific countries. These have airsady resulted in gome encouraging
export successes snd we anticipate significant new investment in Fiji as a
consequance. Accerdingly, we expect to esrn our way primarily through our own
efforts, as well as by capitalising on the range of proferences availabla to us.
It is axiomatic that these natiomal programmes can succeed only within a supportive
international trad _j environment, which we hope will be the rule rather than the
exception in the decade of the nineties ard beyond.

As ws stand on ths threshold of the third millenium, many forces and factors -
social, economic and political - are converging to give new challenges and
opportunities to the worid cormunity. What we do with those opportunities will
become the Dasis of the heritags which we shall leave to the generations who
succead us. Let us not give tham cause to regret their forsbears.

Mi. ALLEYNE (Dominica): Permit me to congratulate you, Sir, and your
country, Malta, on your slectioa to the presidency of the forty-fifth sessiorn of
the Gener:zl Assembily. It is an honour whdich is richly deserved and vhich I am sure
you will carry with due dignity and authority. I pledge the full support aand
co-cperation of the Commonweaith of Dominica in this task. I algo wish to take the
opportunity of commending your predecessor for the guality of leadership he
displayed during his term of offics.

I fesl dAseply honoured and profoundly privileged to be making my maiden speech
in the Asgembly at a time when such significant and far-reaching changes are taking

place, both in the world at iarge and in tho Organisation which brings together the
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leaders of the world in the critical task of sscuring isternaticual pezcu, sacurity
and development.

This final decads of the twentieth century is turr” j cut to be ome of ths
most turbulent in recordsd histery. Yet, in contrast to other pericds of great and
revolutionary changa, many of the most far-reaching changes are taking place in an
&tmosphere not of violence and war, but of negotiation, corciliation and
compronise. ihole systoms, entranche:” for half a contury and more, are being
éxamined and cvaluated, often overturned snd diecerdsd, or at least radicaliy
reformed, but all from within, through a batti) of intellsct. The two great Fowers
of the century, which have exprosssd totilly opposing ideoclogies and postures in
the past, are now standing shoulder to shoulder and eppear truly to be committed to
co-operative action towards the ideal of interaational poace and 'security. That is
truly a remarkable achievsment for vhich much of the credit must g0 to the
boldness, courage, perspicacity and perseverasmce of the Prasident of tha Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Mr. Mikhail Gorbachsv, as well as to the open,
constructive rosponse of tho West.

The Ccamonwealtk of Dominica enthusiastically welcomes the fall of the Iroam
Curtain, the eénd of the cold war, the democratization and decolonisation ¢f much of
Eastern Europe, and the new spirit of friendahip and fraternity, cosmunication azd
co-cperaticn between East snd West. W¥e look forward to the day vhen the tremendous
resources which hava heretofore besn tied up in tho instrumentalities of hostility
between those two great world blocs can be relcased and redirected to the sffort to
bring development, social justice and peace to the entire world. The existing
inequalities in today's world, of extremas of wealth and wastefulness on ths one
hand and poverty ard privation on the other, cannot be tolsrated im this new world

which is emerging in the twilight years of the twemtieth century.
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WNhile profound changos are tsking place in the world, much vemains unchangad.
Many small States in the world continue to be highly vulnerable to external
oconomic influences and to subversion from within snd izvasion and annexation from
without. The Cormonwealth of Dominica, as an extremely small State with oxperienca
of this vulnerability, is concernsd that the intarnational community must devalop
new approaches and new concepts for the protection of tha security of small States
and the preservation of the democratic procsss whers these are threatened by
elements hestile to the ideals of the United Watioms.

In our region, zecently in Trinidad and Tobage, virtually the ontire Cabinet
was taken hostage by a amall band of disaffected terrorists wvhe effectively
paralysed the entire czuatry and held its population to ransem becmuse of their
belief that they could solve the introctable problems of the third world, as
manifested in Trinidad and Tobago, more effactively than could the incumbent,
democratically elected, legitimate Goveranment of that country. This action almost
destroyed the social and politicel structure of that country and has certainly set
back its economy several years. The ripple effact of this tragic event has haa,
and will continue to have, an impact on the eccnomies of the other Caribbean
States, inciuding my own. My country highly comnends Prime Minister
A. N. R. Robinson and his Goverament and people for their courage in standing up to
the threats - in soms cases to their very lives - and in refusing to make

concassions to these terrorists.



JEM/41 A/45/PV. 28
16

(Mr._Allevne. Dominica)

The sscurity of the States of the Caridbean region and of Central Awmerica is
ssverely threatened by the scourgs of internationsl drug trafficking, wkich has
beccme one of the most serious problens of the Caribbsan region. The implications
are obvious. The incredible financial resources of the Central Americean drug
cartels, or for that matter of drug rings in Many parts of the world, outstrip many
times the financial resources of Statea. Experience has shown that, militarily, it
would not take much to achieve the violent overthrow of the establishod order in
these States of the region.

We want to take the opportunity to express cur profound admiration for the
courage and perseverance of successive Governments of Colombia in their fight
against the scourgs of drug trafficking. The international community, in our viow,
should give greater recognition to the sacrifices beirg made by the Government and
people of Colombia, not omnly on their own behalf, but perhaps more particulariy on
behalf of the consumer nations of North America and Westera Burope. The production
and trafficking of narcotic drugs will not atop while the conlunotvnationa are
willing to buy the product at the prices which they are prepared to pay. Until we
eradicate drug abuse from our societies, none of us can feel safe. Consumption
must be mors vigorously attacked, but, as well, the producer nations and their
peasants must be enabled tc earan a living through legitimate activitieas, the
necessary supports for which must be provided in an appropriste manner.

We hold in the highest possible ssteem, not oaly for ourselves but for pecples
all over the world, the priaciples of national sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and the right of peoples to determinos on the basis of their own free
choice the destiny of their nation.

One of the most impressive events of the age is the manner in which the entire
world community has come together in condemmation of the Iraqi invasion and

annexation of Kuwait., That dastardly act has succeeded in unifying countries which
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have been bitter enemiez, in dafence of a common cause. Howsver, the fact that
almost the entire world can stand behind this common cause is itself & remarkable
achievement. The Governwent and people of Dominica stand fizmly bshind the
legitimate Govarnment and the people of Kuwait, and while wo canmot do much in
practical terms, we have shown our solidarity by prohibiting all trads with Irag
and Kuwait while the occupation of Kuwait continues, and we express our raadiness
to comply fully with Security Council resolution 661 (1590).

We wish to reiterute here the importance of full respect for the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Stotes and for the sottlement of
inter-State disputes without resort to the threat or use of force. We join our
voice to the voices of those many States in demanding that the Govermwent of Iriq '
immediately coase its aggression against the legitimate Goveranment and people of
Kuwait, and withdraw a1l its military perasonnel from the territory of that Stato.

We welcome racent progress towards a negotiated settlement of the situation of
Cambodia, directed towards enabling the Cambodian people to determine their owm
political future through free and fair elections organised and conducted by the
United Nations in a nsutral political environment with full respect for the
national sovereignty of Camboilia. We ozpreass ths hops that the spirit of
conatructive compromise will prevail and that the people of Cambodia can soon
effectively sxpress their will in relation to the govermance of their country.

The progress of Namibia towards indspendence and democracy is a matter of deep
gratification for the Commonwsalth of Doninica and for the Organisation. The world
community must coatinue to support that country as it builds ites institutions and
exercisas its independence in the yesrs ahead.

The new effectiveness of the United Nations, evidenced by all theso

developments, is to ba noted with deep satisfactica.
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The rapprochemant betwsen Bast and West; the end of the cold war; the new
emphagis on developmant rather than ideology, have snsbied the United Nations after
all these years at last to begin to play the constructive role in the maintenance
of international peace and security that it was established to play. The Sscurity
Council, in particular, has been able to achiave a truly remarkable level of
unanimity and constructive action on such critical issues as the Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait, the embargo of Irag and Kuwait sanctioned by the United Nations, and the
United Nations efforts in assisting the refugses created by that comflict.

The new spirit of ceo-operation which has emerged bestweon the super-Powers in
the last several montha has enabled the United Nations, at last, to begin to fulfil
the mandate of its Cherter.

Perhepe this new apirit of co-operation will make possible a negotiated
settlement of other issues in the Middle East. I anm reforring, in particular, to
universal recognition of the right of Israsl to exist within settlsd and secure
borders, as well as of the right of the Palestinian pecple to a homeland of their
own. Recent developmeénts in the Middle East may presant new cpportunitiea for a
satisfactory settlement of these intractable problems. Every opportunity must be
seized to achieve comprehensive psace and stability in that rcgion.

The unification of Germany and the liberation and democratization of much of
Eastern Burope carry trsmendous prospects for the future. However, many ©f these
emergent democracies will require assistence in their effort t6 transform cheir
socisties from politically controlled and economically planned societies into
nﬁrkoe econonies and open, democratic societies. We whole-heartedly sncourage the
international community to 1lend évery support to these offorts. We egqually
emphatically assert, however, that assistance to the emorgent democracies of
Eastern Europe should not be at the expense of traditional - and already

inadequate - levels of assistance to the developing countries, which have been the
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traditional recipients of dovelopment assistance. We urge the international
community, and more particularly the industrialized nations of the world, to =esk
out and identify creative ways to divert the tremendous resources, both human and
financial, which have heretofore been poured into sustaining a non-productive
cold-war effort into a new drive for the development of the developing countries of
the world. We nesd now to see a rationalization of the use of the world's
resources: an application of thess resources to bring about an accaptable level of
international economic justice. The developing world must be helped to break out
of the cycle of poverty and deprivation which has persisted for so many years, to
escape the humiliating dependency which we now suffer, and to be zble at last to
stand on our own feet in meeting the sssential needs of our peoples. This,
however, will never happen as long az the relationship between the rich and poor
nations, and the trading patterns which exist today, persist as the basis of ocur
existence. And, of course, so long as there is no justice there will be no poace.

Much prograss has been made in South Africa in the last 12 months in breaking
the grip of apartheid, that inhuman and abominable system for the oppression and
exploitation of man by man. The entire world community has long abhorred this
abomination, but many countries have been unwilling to do anything about it
anything, that is, that would sffactively brezk the stranglehold of the power
structure and secure the eradication of that horrendous imposition on the
fundamental human rights of millions of black, coloured and Asian South Africans.
Now, through the struggles of the South African pooples themselves, supported and
given heart by the unvavering solidarity of many'natiogs representod here; through
the shedding of their blood and the sacrificing of their liberty; through their
persistence in confronting the injustice of apartheid even at the greatest
imaginable risk; through the boldness of children and the fortitude of women, it

begins to appear that justice, after all, can prevail. There bagins to appear a
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glimmer of light at the end of the dark tumnel. In this connection, I cannot avoid
mentioning Nelson Mandela, a man who, even as he has faced the challenges and
grappled with the problems of the new South Africa into which he has boen at last
releasad after 27 years of imprisonment, has demonstrated the depth of wisdom ard
the strength of his character, uncompromising in principle but remarkably flexible
in his approach, a man of great vision, vho is prepared te sacrifice #ll of
himsalf, as he has incontrcvertibly dsmonstrated, for the good of his people and
for the triumph of justice. I salute this great haro of the twentieth cantury,
whose greatest virtue is his humanity, whose wit and zenge of humour, tolerance and
love, have survived the greatest imagiuable odds, and whe has emergsd smiling and
brilliant, challenging the asgumptions on hoth sides of the battle and cpening up
ways towards a solution.

Doubtless, some of those who have sanctified him while he was in prison will
criticize him now that he is grappling, in an entirely principled but pragmatic
fashion, with the very real problems of negotiating transition to majority rule
while preserving the country - not the structures of apartheid - from a possible
collapse into chaos and anarchy. The course he has navigated is a very difficult
one, fraught with hazards and obstacles. It requires a giant such as Mandelz is,
with the wisdom, integrity, tolerance and courage which be has acquired over many

years of struggle, to prevail.
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We are confident that under such leadership the psople of South Africa shail
overcome. In the mean time the pressure for real progress must bs maintained. The
Commonwealth of Dominica has heeded the call of the African National Congress of
South Africa (ANC) and appeals to all the nations of the world that are concerned
about human rights and ars committed to the objectives of the Charter of the Unitad
Nations to maintain economic and other sanctions againat South Africa until real
and irreversible progress has boen made towards the goal of "one person, one vote"
in South Africa.

The Commonwealth of Dominica ies committed o eradicating nuclear veapons and
other instruments of mass deatruction from the face of the Ezrth. To that exnd we
have ratified the nuclear non-proliferation Treaty and are negotiating a safaguard
agreement. W2 have supported the initiative to declare the Ca.ibbsan region a
nuclear-free soue and urge thet that concept should bo perpetuated and disseminated
over an ever-increasing area of the world°s surface. The Commonwealth of Dominica
urges the internationzl community to work vigorously towards nuclear
non-proliferation and the eventual total abolition of all auclear and chemical
weapons.

Too many nations spand too high a proportion of their national wealth cn
armzments. Even poor, developing countries spend millions of dollars on armaments
at the expense cf the development of evan basic anenities for their peoples. It
would be naive to hopes for the siimination of expenditure on armaments. However,
the world should apply its best efforts to minimise sxpenditure on destructive
weaponry and apply our talents and resources instead to development, peace and
justice.

K¢ have noted with satisfaction the reunification of Germany, and in our
region the four Windward Islands of the Organisation of Easterm Caribbean Statss

are working vigoreusly towards the establishment of a wnified State made up of
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those four separate and independeat States. In that context, we note with
satisfaction the recent efforts which indicate a new sericusness in the approach of
the Republic of Korea and the Democratic Peopls's Republic of Korea to the issue of
the reunificztion of Korsa. We realizs that there are many difficulties in the way
of that process of reunification. We affirm our full support for the objective
shared by both North and South Xorea that their country be reunited. At the same
time, we do not share the view that the process towards unification should stand in
the way of United Nations membership for the Republic of Korasa or for the
Democratic Psople's Republic of Korea, if they desire it. We note that separate
merbership in the Unitsd Nations did not prevent or in sny way retard the progress
of East and West Germany towards reunification. North and South Yemen were not
obstructed in any way by scparate membership of the United Nations in their drive
to unify their country. We in Dominica, Grenada, Saint Lucia and Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines will not allow separate representation in the United Nations to
stand in the way of ocur unification.

If the Republic of Rorea, an independent sovareign State, seeks membership in
the United Nations and is willing and able to carry out all the cbligations of a
Member State in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations - as we have no
doubt it is - the Commoanwealth of Dominica will suppert its application for
membarship.

Reverting to the Caribbean region, I wish to touch upon the traumas being
suffered by the people of our sister State of Haiti. Liberated from the brutal
dictatorship of the Duvalier régime, the country now finds it difficult to break
out of the dictatorship of terror that appears to be so much a part of Haitian
life. Haiti appears to be in a perpetual sse-saw of rising hopes and dashed
dreams, to such & point where one wonders at this stage whether cymicism has

overcome hope. But it is said that “hope springs eternal in the human breast, and
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while it is for the people of Haiti to work out their destiny, surely it is for
their neighbours and the interaational community to lend appropriate eacouragement
and support to the efforts of the local population,

The cycle of violence and terror that has dominated the life of Haiti for such
& long time must be broken. We endorse and support United Nations initiatives to
contribute to the organisation of free and fair elections in that country, so long
deprived of the opportunity to attend seriously to the legitimata needs of its
pPeople in an atmosphere of peace and security. Indeced, we urge the United Nations
to place much greater emphasis on this problem &snd not to treat it as maraly
poripharal.

Lastly, on a more positive note, the Govercment of the Commonweaith of
Dominica has, over the years, bsen developing and implementing a very comprehensive
programme to promote the prudent use of natural resources for svcial and economic
advancement. Such a programme ig of critical impcrtance in an island setting with
fragile ecosystems, limited physical conditions snd pressures from competing
interests for scarce land rescurces.

Recent Gevelopments on the global level have prompted my Goveranmesnt to pursus
its environmeatal management programme with much urgency and commitment. Issues
such as global warming, depletion of the ozone layer, tropical deforestation,
inadequate housing and poverty are seen as matters to bs tackled immadintely while
searching continucusly for long-term solutions.

In an effort to diversify the nation’s economy, tourism has been given greater
priority and Dominica is being promoted sbroad as the "naturs island”. 1Indeed, our
8mall nation is very rich in natural and cultural resources which are found nowhkers
alsc. Dominica has an abundance of forests, wildlife, rivars, lakes, waterfalls
and sulphur springs. Such outstarding natural features are complemented by

nunsrous historical sites and archaeclogical features. It is logical, therefore,
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that the development and promotion of those resources must be carried out with the
highest regard for environmental consequonces, in order to achieve the goal of
gsustainable development.

The Government of Dominica has embarked on a systematic approach to
sustainable dsvelopment. One important component of that programme is the setting
up of forest reserves and national parks. Today 20 per cent of the total land area
of Dominica has been legally declared either forest reserves or national parks.
The forest and park systems plan has identified other areas for inclusion, but the
present system consists of two forest reserves and two national parks. Those
forest reserves and parks and the resources found in them provide the base for the
development of tourism on the island. Therefore our concept of tourism calls for
environmental protsction and enhancement.

The Commonwsalth of Dominica takes pride in the fact that its citi:ens today
enjoy clean air and water and an envirommeat relatively free of most of the
problems faced in other parts of the world. We are well aware, howaver, that those
conditions are not likely to exist much longer if the present indiscriminate and
world-wide destruction of the environment continues.

While recent approaches to environmental questions by the industrial nations
give reason for hope, the international community needs to commit greater resources
to the eradication of practiccs that result in the pollution of our rivers and
atmosphere, the depletion of our forests and the indiscriminate discharge of
industrial wastes into the oceans of the world. After all, we must be guided in
the ond by the proposition that wa are mere trustees of this Earth and we should
endsavour to pass it on to future generations in a condition which will allow them

to enjoy the full gifts of nature.
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The recent World Summit for Children affords us the opportunity to reflect on
the impact of the isgues of drugs, war, justice, development and the environment on
the children and therefore on tomorrow's world. We must take up the challenge and
seize the opportunity today if we are to escape the harash judgement of tomorrow's
history.

I wish the United Nations continuad growth in influance and effoctivenass as
it seeks to respond to the challengss of z rapidly changing world.,

Mr. MUSA (Belize): The work of this Organisation over the past year has
heightened the reality of the United Nations as a dynamic, credible and strong
institution that is responaive to the naw challenges facing the internaticnal
community. We are particularly impressed by the coaclusions reached at the special
sassions of the Genoral Assenbly on apartheid, the international fight against
drugs, international economic co-operation and the plight of refugees, and more
recently by the effactive measures taken by the Security Council on the crisis in
the Gulf.

Against that backdrop, the delegation of Belise is heartened at your election
as President of the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session. We wish you weil

and assure you of our co-operation in your challenging task.
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Your appointment can without a doubt be regarded as a tribute to Malta, with which
we share 2 Commonwealth heritage and wenbarship of the Movement of NWon-Aligned
Countries. Malta is an example to the the smasller States within this Organization,
and its importance has bsen noted in its delegation's ardent efforts on issues such
as aging, the protection of the enviromment and the promotion of the comcopt of the
common heritage of mankind. Your own accomplishments, Mr. President, ard your
special concern for human rights, stund you in gocd staad te steer the Assembly
through the current session.

I also wish to express my delegation's appreciation to Major-General
Joseph Garba for his accompliskments during the forty-fourth sessicn of the Gemeral
Assembly. Allow me to pay a deserved tribute to our Sacretary-Genaral,

Mr. Javier Peresz de Cuallar, whose dedication and snergy continue to inspire us.

My delegation welcomes the Principality of Liechtenstein to the family of
nations, and looks forward to an increasing rcle for the smzller States in our
quest for global harmony.

This session of the Gensral Assembly takes place at an extraordinary time for
the world. The crisis of the past few months in the Persian Gulf brings home
forcefully the realization that peace is more than the absence of war. The easing
of East-West tensionas and the arms contrel agreements between the super-Powecs
brought a new hops for peace and a high degres of optimism. Ths end of the cold
war coincided with an irresistible wave of human freedom swaeping across many
continents, but the semblance of pPeace was ghown to be structured in a fragile
framework.,

The United Nations was created at San Francisco after the Second World War for
the express purposs of maintaining intermational psace and security. Chapter VII
of the Charter contains a blueprint for an international security system with an

enforcement capacity to dster aggression and prevent locel disputes from eruptiag
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into armed conflict. Had it been implemented, it could have gone a long way
towards establishing the rule of law world wide, and saving the world both from the
scourge of war and from the waste of resources on the instruments of war. But the
Charter’'s promise was not kept.

Some years ago, the Independent Commizgion on Intermational Security Issues -
the Palme Commission - recommended a structure for preventive peace-keeping,
involving fact-finding missions and military, collective security forces, all to be
deployed in advance of armed conflict. Is it not time for us to re-examine thase
proposaia, and move te stremgthen the United Mations security system? The recent
events are a éhilling reminder that even in thesa times of apparent peaace, small,
vulnerable States must be on guard to pretect their sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

We cannot condone the invasion of Kuwait, whatever the pretext for it.
Aggression cannot be tolerated. The use of force to settle differences cammot be
permitted. The international stand taken against the Iraqi aggression, the
imposition of sanctions, is logical and imperative. At the same time, wo support
the efforts to find a diplomatic solution to the crisis in the Gulf which would
result in the withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait. This crisis dramatizes the
crying need for peace and justice in the entire Middle East. Canvo:t this crisis be
converted into an opportunity for & comprehansive peace settlement?

The Arab-Israeli conflict, with the struggle of the Palestinian people for
"Justice and their right to self-determination and independence at its core, has
vightly been an issuo of central concerm to the entire internstional community.

The implementation of all relevant United Natione resolutions, which would
guarantee independent statehood to the Palestinians and also Israel's security,

must be the objactive of a United Nations sponsored internctional confercace.
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Belize also reaffirms its full solidarity with Lebanon in that country's legitimate
dowand for the unconditional withdrewal of all occupation forces. We must bring an
end to the senseless bioodshed in that ravaged country.

Belize avails itself of this opportunity to welcome Namibia's mambership of
the United Nations. We salute the leaders of Namibia and tho erucisl role of the
United Natioms in the negotiating process that led to Namibia‘s indeperdoence.

My delegation also welcomes Mr. Nelson Mandela back into the world of struggle
for the iiberation of his people. We reaffirm cur support for the international
community's meintaining a firm stand sgainst the South Africam racist régime until
apartheid is eliminated and the majority of the South African people can sxercise
their basic right to equal opportunities and equal participation in the political
procesa.

A fow days ago, we witnessed the unification of Eest and West Germany. This
remarkable transformation evolved through the will and ths work of the people of
Germany. We wigh the new State well, and anticipate that this move will usher in a
period of reconciliation, peace and co-operation in line with a new world order.

Unified Germany should be an ingpiration to the people of the Korean psninsula
in their search for mutual confidence as a mears to resclve an ideological dispute,
to the benefit of mankind.

In our own region, Belise applauds the electioans and peaceful transfer of
power in Nicaraguz as & significant step in the resolution of the conflict in that
country, and in Central America as a whole. The former President of Nicaragua,

Hr. Daniel Ortega, and President Violetta Chamorro have made an invaluable .
contribution to the cause of psece in that troubled region. WNe are of course aware
that many problems still remain in establizhing democracy ané in national

reconciliation.
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The situation in E1 Salvador continues to be of concern, snmeshed as the
country is in a civil war in which there can be no winners. Peaceful aialogue,
respect for humasn rights and the rule of law are the essential ingredients for a
Just ana lasting peace for the people of El1 Salvador.

The search for a democratic path in Haiti comtinuss. The holding of national
¢lections and the establishment of institutions committed to the democratic process
are the objectives to which Belize, as a member of the Carribean Community
(CARICOM), is committed to assisting in every way possible. The Prime Minister of
Belize has been personally engaged in this endeavour, along with former United
States President Carter. It is our hope and prayer that the People of Haiti will
be allowed to emerge from the long night of terror and tyranny into a dawn of
peace, justice and freedom.

We t:rm now to the prcblem ot refugees in Central America. Refugees and
displaced persons remain a humanitarian problem of herculean magritude. For this
reason, the Belize delegation recalls with satisfaction the succesaful meating
ezrlier this year of the Follow-Up Committes of the Internstional Conference on
Central American Refugees (CIREFCA). We cormend the efforts of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Uaited Nations Deveiopment Programme
(UNDP), as well as the Pledges of the international donor community, in response to
the needs of our societies, affected by the thousands of refugeos who have come to
our shores in search of pedace and in hopo of a botter life. We aak for the
continued co-operation of the international community in dealing with thig
phenomenon, whose social impact on small countries such as Belize can ba

devastating, unless addressed in a timoly and comstructive manGer.
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Promoting peace and economic development is still the challenge we face. We
meet in the shadow of the Gulf crisis with its attendant economic uncertainties
cauged by the heavy increases in fuel prices. We mest as the United Nations
Davelopment Programme (UNDP) reports that over a billion of our fellow human beings
live in absolute poverty, that nearly 500 million adults are unable to rsad and
write and that 40,000 children who could be saved die every day in our world
because of underdevelopment and poverty. In many countries ir Africa and Latin
America the 19806s have witnessed stagnation, or aven reversal, in human
achievements. With the decline in commodity prices and the continuing high prices
for manufs ttured goods and oil, the inevitable result is the worsening unequal
exchange affecting most of the third world. ‘

It has been rightly said that tzue develspment should be measured not by
growth rates but‘rathar by what has been termed the quality of life. The decada of
the 1990z must focus on human dsvelopment, particularly in the least developed and
developing countries. Belize subscribes to the view that human freedom is vital
for human development; that people must be free to exercise their choices; that the
process of development must create an environment in which psople individually and
collectively may develop their full potential and have a reasonable chance of
leading productive and creative lives. The challenge we fzce is to manage economic
growth, to make better use of our human resources, to develop the productive ssctor
of the economy while addressing tha basic needs of our pecple for food, water,
education, housing, health cary and, of equal importance, the creation of jobs -
the assurance of human digmity.

The primary responsibility for attaining those cbjectives is ours; but a
favourable external enviroament is vital for the support of human development
strategies for the 1990s. I~ Zhe words of Barber Conable, President of the World

Banks
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“increased flows of financial development asaistance are needed if developing

countries are to succeed in implementing poverty reduction strategies.

Official aid flows have fallen as a percentage of industrial countries' gross

domestic product, just as the nesed has been most acute. This is unacceptable, *

Technical co-operation from our partners in development must be restructured
if it is to help build human capabilities and national capacities. As the UNDP
report for 1990 points out, in many developing countries the amount of technical
assistance flowing each Year into the salaries and banks of foreign experts far
exceeds the national civil service budgets. More successful technical co-cperation
in the 1990s requires that programmes should focus more on national
capacity-building - through the exchange of experience, the transfer of competence
and expertise and the fuller mobilization and use of national developmant
capacities,

This development challenge has become all the more pPressing in many of our
socisties because of the scourge of drugs. The demand for, production of, traffic
in and illicit consumption of narcotics threaten the physical health of people and
the political, economic, social and cultural structures of nations. Belizas is
deploying a major effort, in collaboration with neighbouriang States, such as
Mexico, and all friendly Governments, to eliminate this serious threat to our
societies,

The development challenge of the 1990s brings with it the clear realization
that sustainable development must be perceived as a matter of global ecological
security. In 1992 the world community will conﬁene in Brazil to discuss
environmental concerns. We look forward to the adoption of a global plan of action

to reverse the degradation of the environment and ensure its preservation.
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In Bslize our Government and pacple shars a firm commitment to protecting our
forasts, our wildlife, our coral-reef aystem and our natural resources for
genorations of Belizeans yet unborn. But there are new challenges to our
environment which require attention and assistance. There is, for instance, the
phenomenon of rapid urban development, which demands new and innovative strategies
and resources to deal with the issues of water and sewerage, garbage collection,
sanitation, slum clearance, housing development and urban plaanning with proper
smenitiss for healthy liviang. The effoctiveness of Government responses and
municipal action to theso issues will largely determine human dsvelopment in our
growing citlies of tomorrow.

We are encouraged by the political resolve of the world community to give
children a better future. The receatly concluded World Summit for Children has
provided a fresh impulse to press for the goals of adequate nutrition, primary
health care and basic aducation for all our children in the decade ahead. These
may not be the issues that attract headlines in our newspapsrs and electronic
media, but they are no less deserving of cur highest priority. It is this
investment today that will determine tomorrow's future.

Life in the twenty-first century for our children and future generations will
be determined by how we can best manage to overcome the challenges of our time.’
The young people cof today do not understand the logic of war. We can learm a great
lesson from them and give peace a chance. This iz our hope and proyer.

Mr. KOROMA (Sierra Lecne): It is a privilege for me to be participating
once agaia in the work of the General Assembly, and it gives me great pleasure to
extend to you, Sir, the congratulations of my delegation on your unanimous electicn
to the presidency of the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session. This is a
well-deserved recogniticn of your many qualities as a national and international

statesmen,



NR/cw A/45/PV,28
34-35

(Mz. Koroma. Sierra Leounas)

I should like also to pay tribute to your predecessor, Mr. Garba, for the
exemplary and commendable manner in which he guided the deliberations of the
General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session and also the three special
sessions devoted to apaxtheid, ililicit narcotic drugs and international economic
co-operation. To him we express our appreciation.

We once again pay tribute to the United Nations, and in particular we commend
the Sacretary-General, Mr. Peres de Cuellar, for his untiring efforts in the
pursuit and achievement of psace in many troubled parts of the world. We
congratulate him on his recent successes, particularly for his role in the smooth
transition of Namibia to independence.

The admission of new Members to the United Nations is always s major
achievement, for it brings the universality of the Organization - a primary
objective of the Charter - even closer. Witk the membership of the Principality of
Liechtenstein and the Republic of Namibis, the primacy of the United Nations as a
force ir international rslations is once mors reinforced. We welcome them among us
and look forward te their contribution in addressing the important tasks that lie
ahead.

Namibia's independence does not, however, close its difficult history, for
decadeﬁ of pillaging have left that country's economy in desperate need of
assistance. We are hopeful that such assistance will be forthcoming to ensure that
the fruits of independence and sovereignty are not in any way compromised by
economic instability. This is the continuing obligation which the international

community must now discharge.
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The winds of changs which started in Eastern Europe a year ago culminated on
3 Octobsr with the reunification of the German States. The crumbling of the Berlin
Wall and the act of reunification have effectively pulled down the irem curtain
that was the dominant political factor of post-war Europe. Sierre Lsone welcomos
this momentous occasion, which is indeed the culmination of the historic desira and
the untiring efforts of the German peoplc themseives to reunite their homeland.
Like many of the events of 1989 in Europe, German reunification symbolizes ths
triumph of the human spirit over artificial, and'sonetinns evil, forces that negate
its full expression. Germany in the future will, we believe, be a force for
stability and progress in a world much of which has been ravaged by conflict,
poverty, disease, neglect and prejudice.

This development opans new horisons for understanding and co-operation among
nations and reaffirms the belief of my delegation that Korea, iike the two Germanys
and the two Yemens, can saek membership of this Organization without prejudice to
the desire of its people for the reunification of its bhomeland., Sierre Leone
therefore expressas its support for the desire of the Republic of Xores for
membership of the United Nations. We commend the efforts of the two Governments
and, in particular, the racent mesting of the Prime Ministers of Morth and South
Korea - an event which is bound tc lead to a lessening of tensions between the two
countries.

As the frontiers of political changs are broadenad, so are we hopeful that
before long ppartheid South Africa will itself experience this metamorphosis. The
Sierra Lecne delegatior continues to cbserve closely develcpments im that country
following the release of the Vice-President of the African Hational Congress of
South Africa (ANC), Mr. Nelson Mandela, with the hope thet the trend will be

allowsd to gather its natural momentum. The dialogue between black organizations
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and the South Africean Governmant shouil be actively encouraged so that positive
results can ba realised.

Situations that threaten this prospsct should be avoided. The ongoing
violence in the townships raisos alarming fears - fears that the sinister agency
behind this murderous upsurgs has mapped out an agenda which, by creating unrest
and fanning the flames of rivalries, is committed to mortgaging South Africa‘s
peaceful and democratic future to a retention of th, present untenable status quo.
It requires no exceptional premonition to discera that the greater good of all
South Africans cannot be assured im an atmosphere that pits brother against
brother. President F.N. de Klerk has shown tramendous foresight, sincerity ana
courage, and now he has the opportunity of demonstrating his commitment to
irreveraible political change by firmly arresting the violence &nd restoring law
and order.

With reapect to the situation in Western Sehara, my delegation has
consistently supported the joint efforts of the United Nations and the Organization
of African Unity (OAU) to secure a resolution of the conflict by ensuring the full
exercise by the people of their right to gelf-determination. As the
Secretary-General chssrves, it is now necessary to guarantee the success of thase
modalities, already agreed upon, in order to provide for an early referendum in the
territory. We hope that, ia kesping witk the plan already approved by the Security
Council, the parties to the conflict will continus to be amonable to the measures
thet have baen taken in this direction.

The tragic situation in the Republic of Liberia must attract the attention of
the internationsl community. The Foreign Ministor of the Reopublic of the Gambia
has already given a detailed account of ths tragedy which gave rise to an

initiative by the Economic Community of West Africar States (ECOWA.) to put ar end
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to the carnage and destruction in that country. This plan, in my delegation's
view, offers the best hope for peace and stability in Liberia ard deserves the
support of all peace-loving States.

TIhe key elements of the plan address the fundamental issuves, namely, the
establishment of a cease-firg, monitoring of the cease-fire, setting up of an
interim administration and the conduct of free and fair elections to be monitored
by international observers. The plan also stipulates that whoever heads the
interim administration cannot be a candidate for the presidency.

These proposals have been acceptad at a conferenca of political parties and
interest groups which was convenad in the Republic of the Gambia. The suffering
and misery of the Liberian people engendered by this conflict has few parsllels in
modern African history. The displacement of whole families, ynd even whole
communities, in a once peaceful and gtcble naticn has creatsd a massive refugee
problem that has imposed tremendous stresses on tha economies of noighbouring
countries. Much of this may be unknown to the international community and,
consequently, lest on the conscience of many. It is for this reason, and many
more, that we commend the ECOWAS plan for support by this Organisation.

As the world continues to be energized by the exciting politics of change, the
quest for a durable solution of the qusstion of Palestime becomes imperative. The
lessening of tension in that regicn has now acquired an urgency, within the context
of a Palestinian homeland and mutual security assurance for all States.

The international conference on the Middls Rast should be convened to consider
problems pertaining to the region and, ia particular, the solution to the
Palestinian question,

The situation which has been brought about in the Persian Gulf as a
consequence of Irag's invacion of Kuwait is both dangerous and unfortunate -

dangerous, bscause it now threateas to plunge that region once again into a
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conflict of major dimensions, and unfortunate in its cold-war context. For Irag's
aggression is at variance with the Charter's provisicns and the freshening wind of
political change sweeping across the world. It threatens to pull us back into the
abyss of tension and militsriam from which we are 30 slowly emerging. My
Government has publicly declared its condemnation of Irag's action and called for
its immediate withdrawal from Kuwaiti territory. We do 30 again from this podium,
Our support for the Security Council's handling of this erisis remains £irm, as
does our conviction that the purported amnexation of Kuwait should not be &llowad
to succeed.

The inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force is still a
fundamental corner-stons of international law and respsct for it beccmes even more
compelling in the avolving climate of mutual understanding and accommodation in
which we all have a stake. The Sierra Laone delegation believes that a psaceful
resolution of the present situation is still within reach, and that bringing this
about should remain the tazk of the United Natioas. However, whatever the coming
weeks may bring, the resolve of the intermational community should be steadfast and
the reatoration of Kuwait's soveroignty, independence and territorial integrity is
an objective from which we cannot deviate.

The Secretary-General observes in his report that the prohleﬁ of Cyprus has
not shown any movemsnt in the nsgotiating process as was anticipated last year,
while the situation on the island continuss to deteriorate. Over the years, ny
Government has atressed the necessity for both Cypriot communitiss to approach all
the issues with frankness and determination for compromise. Though the road to
reconciliation may be rocky, it is the only one that can bs taken. Rebuilding
confidence and trust is importamt in this journey which, we hope, will eventually

lead to a comprehensive solution.
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The recent World Summit for Children dsserves some comment, lntor aliis, for
its remarkable organizational success and for its substantive achievement. It
underlines the fact that the world is now truly a global village where rapid and
enduring solutions to problems require the widest possible consensus and commitment
at the highest political level.

The President of the Republic of Sierra Leone, His Excellency Major-General
Joseph Saidu Momoh, participated at this Summit to demonstrste his prbfound
interest in the development and wélfare of children and to underline his commitment
to the idea of collective iaternational action. Over the past five years, Sierra
Lecne, for its part, has embarked on a bold and decisive campaign to reduce infant
mortality. The percentage of fully immunized children has risen from 6 per cent in
1986 to 24 per cent in 1988 and to 66 per cent in 1990. Our national objective is
to achieve universal child immunization by the end of this year.

In the Declaration and Flan of Action they adopted, the Summit leaders
essentially acknowledged that the plight of the world's children is largely a
reflection of more fundamental global economic and social problems. They
recognized that in order to ensure the protection, survival and development of
children everywhere, it is necessary to address such issuss as the abuse cf the
environment, the international debt and the enduring economic difficulties
experienced by many developizng countries.

This is a significant step towards global mobilizatien againat the most
pernicious of all problems - the problem of econcmic underdevelopment. We have
rezson to hope that, along with preogress in disarmament and armz control, the
defusing of the cold war will now make it possible to overccme the philoasophical
and ideological differences that hitherto impeded de.isive international action in

thia area.
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Each year, the agenda of the Ynited Nations has been strong on problems
pertaining to economic development, conflict resolution and the advancement of
social issues for ths improvement of the human condition. REach nation, great and
svall, has a responsibility for mobilising the global consciousness neceasary for
the success of the United Nations.

Por many of the countries of the third world, deep in the morass of conflict
and poverty, the journsy from a rural agrariar eavironment to a highly literate
indugtrialized society may Span many generations. And although it is a journey
that is slowly basing made by many nations today, it cannot be fully achieved
without the sensitivity and assistance of the advanced countries of the North.

We shall continue tc make a solemn appeal for all nations, rich and poor,
strong and weak, to join in peace and harmony on this journey. This sppeal is also
being made in full realization of the divine purpoge of our cresation and the
undeniable fact that mo man &nd no nation can completely fulfil its mandate on
Earth without aa underlying substratum of the eternal.

Mx. TRAQRE (Mali) (interpretation from French): Mr. President, on behalf
of my delegation, I should like to congratulate you whole-heartedly on your
election to the presidency of the General Asgsembly at its forty-fifth session.

Your personal qualifications as a2 seasoned diplomat bode well indeed for our work,
and my delegation assures you that we stand ready tc co-operates to the fullest.

Allow me likewise to convey our dsep 2ppreciatioa, through you, te your
distinguished predscessor, General Joseph Garba, and tc express our pride in the
remarkable way he guided the work of the forty-fourth seasicn. |

My dslegation pays very special tribute to the Secretary-General of the United
Hations, His Excellency Mr. Javier Peres de Cusllar, for heiping to strengthen our
Organisation and enhance its prestige and for his constant efforts to safeguard

international pezce and security.
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The international community has grown by the admission te the Organigation of
two new Mermbers, namely, Namibia and Liechtenstein. My delegation welcomes those
two countries, which will help to briag us closer still to the universciist ideal
of the United Nations,

The reunification of Yemen and that of Germany unquestionably reflect the
emergence of a new era in international relations and an encouraging development in
contemporary thinking. To both those countries, I should like hers and now to
express the most sincere and warm friendship of the Malian pacple. Their two
examples should spur the intermational community to encourage divided peoples and
nations to regain their unity.

The whole world has had objective reason to welcome the profound changes that
occurred in internaticmal political relations during the first six months of this
year. The process of détente, under way for several years, has gone forward. That
new climate has made it possible to approach disarmament matters from a fresh
perspective and to seek negotiated solutions to certain regional conflicts.

In Africa, the accession of Namibia to independence on 21 March 1990 was the
culmination of long years of sacrifice made by the valiant people of their country.

It is fitting, in this comnection, to rejoice at the eminently comstructive
role played by the Uanited Nations in the effective conduct of the process of
decolonizing Wamibia.

In South Africa, the freeing of Neisor Mandela, the unbanning of the Africen
National Congress of South Africa (ANC), of the Communist Party and of numerous
other anti-apartheid movements, the dialogue initiated betweea the ANC and the
Goveroment of Frederick de Klerk, the partial 1lifting of the state of emergency and
the freeing of political prisoners zre unquestionably very positive developments.

While encouraging the ongoing process, we nons the less call upon the international
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commuaity to remain vigilant, so as to induce the Pretoria Government to abolish
apartheid totally and thus to speed the advent of a democratic, non-racial and
united South Africa. We must not consider lifting the sanctions until the goals
embodied in the Declaration on Apartheid and its Deatructive Consequences in
Southern Africa, adopted by the General Assembly at its sixteenth spscial session,
have been attasined.

With regard to Western Sahara, my delegation has taken note of the
Secretary-General's report summarizing the implementation of the peace plan devised
jointly by the Organizatiom of African Unity and the United Nations, which
provides, ia particular, for the holding of a general, free and orderly referendum
on sa3lf-determination,

As to the territorial dispute between Chad and Libya, my delegation welcomes
the dscision of the two parties to bring the matter before the Intornational Court
of Justice and expresses the hope that they will thus arrive at a definitive

sattlement.
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For several months now the West African subragion Liboria has been the scene
of bloody turmoil in a fratricidal conflict. This civil wor has alresdy taken a
toll in thousands of livas, including those of nationals from my ccuntry. It has
done enormous damage to the aconomic infrastructure and triggered a massivs exodus
into naighbouring countries.

Mali, zlways in favour of dialogue and working things out in concert, backsd
the decisions taken by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWNAS) to
settlae this tragic problem. We strongly appeal to all tho parties to the conflict
to show tolerance and & sense of patriotism in striving together to put an end o
their dissension and to come to grips with the real problems of the country -
national reconstruction and development.,

Elsewhera, the people and Goveraument of Mali are delighted at the favourable
trend towards a truly peaceful rasoclution of the crisis that had developed detween
two fraternal neighbours and partnecs, namely, Senegal and Mauritania. My
delegation is fully aware cf what this means and, keen to preserve harmouy,
cohesion and co-operation in our subregion, reaffirms the readiness of Mali to help
further the felicitous cutcome to this dispute.

Beyond the African continent the higb-level meeting of delegations from North
Korea and from South Korea in September bears witnesg to their manifest
determination to achieve the peaceful reunification of the Korean nation. My
delegation encourages them to pursuc their consultations =0 as to attain that end,
which is in keeping with the spirit of the United Nations Charter and with the
evelution of the world political climate.

My delegation notes ﬁith satisfaction that the efforts set in train to resolve
the Cambodian problem have brought the five parmanent members of the Security
Council to work out the framework for a peaceful settlement of that conflict. We

welcome the acceptance by the varicus parties directly concerned of the settlement
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Plan and the establishment of a Suprema National Council. We exhort them to go on
negotiating so as to be able to put an end to almest two decades of tragedy.

Turning now to the quastion of Afghanistan, my delagation encourages the
Secretary-General of ths United Nations to continue to bring his good offices to
bear with a view to arriving at a negotiated settlement within the context of the
Geneva agreements entered into on 14 August 1988,

The problem of Cyprus is still of concern to Mali. My delegation urges the
parties to pursue dialogue so that the modalities of settlement already agresd upon
in the 1977 ana 1979 agreements, as well as in Sccurity Council resolutioa
649 (1990), might indeed be implemented. For our part we beliova that the
sovsreignty, unity and non-aligned status of that country must be safeguagﬁed.

The relative calm that had characterized international relations was suddealy
upset at the beginning of the month of August by Iraq's aggression against Ruwait,
My country, which has always rejected resorting to force in international
relations, condemnsd the invasion of Kuvait and demanded the unconditional
withdrawal of Iragi trocps from that country. Mali has endorsed all the decisions
taken by the Security Council snd welcomes the climate of co-operation that has
prevailed within the Council during the consideration of this paianful issue.

The Gulf crisis has made it possible to highlight the dedication of the
international comaunity to respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
States. PFor the first time the members of the Council have agreed in condemning
aggression, invasion and apnexation. This unanimity is a positive reflection of
the new climate of confidence now provailing in international relatione. a new
Page has thus bsen turned in the history of the United Nations. We sincerely hope
to see the effects of this new wind of changs continuve in the Security Counciil.
Thus, in the name of tho priuciple of non-aggression and respect for the

territorial integrity of States, the Security Council will with the same vigour and
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determination be able to take the appropriate measures to put an and to Israei's
occupation of South Lebanon, the Syrian Golan Heights, the West Bank, the Gasza
Strip and Jerusalem.

It is high time for all the States Members of our Organization to abide by the
pertinent resolutions of the Organization so that the Internationzl Peace
Conference on the Middle East can be held. That Confersnce, which the
international community is so urgsntly calling for, will enzble the peoples of the
region at last to know peace. The Palestinian quastion, which is at the core of
the problem of the Middle East, can be settled in a Just and lasting woy only by
the frec exercise of the inaliemable right of the Palestinian people to
sslf-determination and irdepaadence.

My delegation is aware of the full significance of the progress made in
disarmement. In fact, the agreements om chemical weapons entered into at
Washington last June came on the heela of pravious treaties on the elimination of
intermediate- and shorter-range missiles. Ws hail the agreement in principle won
in Vionnz on conventional arms and encourage the two super-Powers to pursue their
negotiations with a view eventually to entering into a full-fledged agreement én
the subject. The considerabie resourcas that could be made available as 8 result
of general and complete disarmament should promote the restoration of growth and
development ir the develeping countries.

The Gulf crisis will have extremely adverse economic and financial
consequencas for the developing countries that do not produce oil, countries
already badly stricksn by previous shocke and crises. This will unquestionably
mean a furthor constriction of finsncial markets and, shove all, a considerablo

cut-back in terms of aid for de—-slopment.
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The consequences of those events, compounded by the upheaval that took place
in the countries of Eastern Europe, which are now plunged into sweeping atructural
transformations as they seek better to integrate themselves into the global
economy, might lead to exacerbating the marginalization of developing countries in
gensral but especially those in Africa. In most developing countries the debt
burden is a major obstacle in the way of development, and there must be a
comprehensive approach to the debt crisis.

The various measures taken to lighten external indebtedness, though
significant, should be expanded and revised in such a way as to take into account
the need for growth and development in the debtor countries. IL there is to be a
real way out of the external debt problem of devsloping countries, the
international community will have to strengthen solidarity within its ranks in the

context of shared responsibility.
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Urgent measures must be taken to reverse the massive negative transfer of
resources from developing to developed countries, for these tranafers have
contributed to reducing in real terms the volume of official development
assistance, thereby creating a =erious shortfall in resources earmarked for
developmant programmes.

The drop in commodity prices is yet another source of concern for Geveloping
countries. It brings in its wake unpredictability and a steady decline in their
export revenues. It reduces the capacity for internal financing of develcpment and
exacerbates the difficulties related to debt servicing. It thus becomes a matter
of urgency to apply the appropriate solutions to deal with these problems in
keeping with the pertinent provisions of the Integrated Programme for Commodities.

The improved international climate, notwithstanding the Gulf crisis, should
prompt the community of States to think further about the establishment of an
economic order that would be both equitable and transparent and more compatible
with the profound reforms undertaken by the developing countriss. The
international community should aspare no effort to ensure the success of the Uruguay
Round of negotiations. These negotiations must overcome the inertia cbhstructing
the transfer of techaology and know-how and create the appropriate framework within
which to promote the export of manufactured products from the Gevelopinr; countries
to the devsloped nations.

The Preparatory Committee of the Whole, which was entrusted with the
preparation of an international strategy for the United Nations fourth davelopment
decade, has submittad its report to the General Assembly. The strengthening of
multilateralism should enable the international community tc give effective

expreasion to the full meaning of the pertinent proposals sembodied in that document.
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The Declaration adopted at the eighteenth special session, on international
economic co-operation, in particular the revitalization of economic growth and
development in the developing countries, was a signal event in the annals of our
Organization.

It is therefore important that the pertirent provisions of the Declaration,
which was adopted by consensus by all States Members of the United Nations, not
remain a dead letter. This constructive consensus must lead to a global charter of
solidarity, thereby reducing the disparities between the developed and developing
countries.

The second United Nations Conforence on the Least Developed Cocuntries, which
was just concluded, commands the attention of the international community as a
whole. The United Nations system and all the partners to the development of ths
least developed countries must make a substantial contribution to the attainment of
the five priorities spalled out in the Programme of Action aimed at stc:ming the
spread of poverty and creating a powerful surge of renswed growth and ﬁ@welapmenﬁ
in the least developed countries.

By the same token, in their implementatior of the Declaration and Programme of
Action of the World Summit for Children, just solemnly adopted by the Heads of
State or Government, the attention of all States and intsrnatiomal and
noa-governmental organizations must be focused particularly on the proposals
regarding the survival, protaction and development of children. The future of the
world indeed depends on what the present generation is willing to invest in the
physical, intellectual and moral health of the gonerations to come, and ths
unprecedented success of the World Summit for Children truly augurs well for the

future.
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Notwithstanding the special programme adopted by the United Nations in 1986,
economic and social conditions on the African continent have steadily deteriorated
year after year. In point of fact, the implementation of the Urnited Mations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Davelopment 1986-19%0, has
been seriously hamperad by an advarse international sconomic environment. The
plummeting prices of Africa's export products, the exacerbation of the external
debt crisis, the lessening of capital fiows in terms of official development aid,
and the inverse transfer of financial resources from Africa to the develsped
countries have deprived Africans of the wherewithul nsaded to implement their
Geveloprent programmes.

Moreovsr, despite the pesitive resulte recordsd iz terms of structural
adjustment programmes, the spplication of these policies and programaes has
contributed in many countries to incressed unemployment, decreasing expenditures in
such essential sectors as health and education and the marginalization of a lrzge
sector of the population, thereby heightening social tension.

Far from being reversed and overcome, the marginaligation of the African
continent is becoming entrenched, given the nsw configurations in the internationsl
economic structures and the emergence of huge econcmic eantities in Europe and Rorth
America.

Hence, Africa‘'s stark eccnomic situation calls for 2 specific response from
the interaational community and for efforts by the African countries thomselves
with a view to aspeeding up their economic integration in line with the 1980 Lagos
Pisn of Action.

The systems of production and consumpticn that have zo far prevailed in the
world, espscially in the industrialized countries, have brought our planet to ths
verge of an ecological catastrophe. The United Nationms Conference or EBaviroamsnt

and Development, to be held im 1992, will give the international community an
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exceptional opportunity to resoive the serious snvironmental problems. Moli, a
country hard hit by the adverse impact of drought and desertification, attaches
great importance to the success of the Conferencas. Mindful of this circumstance,
my country will be hosting in December the African Conference on environment and
sustainable Gevelopment.

In conclusion, I should iike to reaffirm that our Orgoniszation is duty-bound
to strive tirelessly to strengthen international psace and security, to work
towards the revitalisation of growth and development in ths developing countries,
to eradicate hunger and poverty in the world and to preserve the enviroanment, the
common heritage of mankind. Our generation ﬁau alresdy bacome aware of all the
harmful and diverse pressures man hes exerted on nature and of the need for a new
social interaction the world over.

If peace, harmony and a readinsss for graater mutuzl understanding and
co-operation among all nations throughout the world are indsed permanent
priorities, there can be no doubt that we can in fact give tangidle expreassios to

that neble ide2l of the United Nations: the well-being of all mankind.
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Mr. NDINGA-OBA (Congo) (irnterpratation from Franch): The convening of
the forty-fifth seassion of tho General Assembly gives me an opportunity to pay a
tribute to the efforts recently made by our world Organisation and by the
international community as a whole to astablish a climate of peace in the world and
to promote the virtues of dialogue and mediation. Indeed, the scarch for pasce and
the willingness to engage in a dialogus have been an ongoing preoccupaticn with
regard to relations betwsen States. Thanks to those efforts, numsrous conflicts
have been ended and the climete of dialogue, which until recently did not exist,
has bsen established throughcut the world. We are therefore sceing the dawn of a
new era, & mora promising one, in which dialogue and joint efforte will praovail
over confrontation. Never in the post-war pericd has ths climate of international
relations been so favourable, despite the regrettsble presence of some hotbeds of
tension. Nevaer in the hiuto;y of humanity has such significant progress been
achisvad in such a short tima by Statss; this is proof of their capacity to act
constructively in the sesrch for solutions to the vital problems in our universo
and algo their cepacity to meoet the numercus challergos facing us.

It is in thisc global context of psace and understarding among ratices that I
would like, on bahalf of the Congolcse dslagstion end on my own behalf, to
congratulate you, 8ir, most sincerely oa your unanimous election to the presidency
of our Genoral Azsembly at its forty-fifth seasion. Your cutstanding quelities, as
well as the estesm and the consideration which you enjoy in the internmestionsl
community, are sure guarantees of thse guccest of ths present sssaion.

May I also pay a wall-desorvad tribute to Mr. Joseph Garba, your predecessor,
for the dynamism, clarity end firsnsss with which ke guided the dsbate of the

forty-fourth session.
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Finally, we wish to congratulate Mr. Javier Pares de Cuellar, our
Secretary-General, for all his efforts to strengthsn the role of tho United Nations
and to create the conditions necessary for tho ostablishment of peace in the
world.

We should like, first of all, to warmly welcome the delegation of
Liechtenstein, which has just been admitted as ths 160th State Member of the United
Natione. 1In adhering to the Cherter, that country is strergthening the
universality of the Organization amd reinforcing the principle that the United
Kationt is based on the scvereign equality of all its Members. The People's
Roepublic of the Congo, which sparss no effort in contributing to the peaceful
solution of conflicts ard the strengthening of détente in the world, has welcomed
with real satisfaction Namibia's accesaion to independonce. We pay a tribute to
its admission to the United Nations. My delegation takes this opportuaity once
again to assure Namibia, the youngast democra;y on our continent, of our
availabiiity and complete co-operatica both multilaterally and bilaterally.®

The annual gathsring of the reprasentatives of the States all over the world
always affords a favourable occasion to think about the relationships among
nations. Clearly, the goals enunciated in the Charter of ths United Nations have
zot yet basn fully achieved, but becsuse of the climate of détents that prevails at
the present time we can hops and believe that the conditions are there for the
establishaent of an era of peacs and true co-opsration among States.

We 211 know that the quest for peace is a secred cause. Thus it is
appropriate that we should devote all cur enargies and cur good will to it because

it requires determination and persistences. Undoubtedly there wiil be moments of

L Mr. Thompson (Fiji), Vice-Prssident, tcok the Cheir.
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despair, when temsions flare up or subside, but we know that our unending work is a
collective effort and it can only progress if all Member States are mobiliszed.
Therefore it is with the same determination and the same hopes that we must deal
with various conflicts and ease the hotbeds of tension that break out in difforent
areas.

My country appreciates the positive attitude we have recently ssen in the
efforts made by the United Nations to resolve the serious crisis in the Gulf, which
was caused by the occupation of Kuwait by Irag. The vital need for ths commitment
of Member States to the ideals of the Unitod Nations could not be demonstrated more
clearly, especially their commitment to respect for international law, which
protects the waak against the strong and guarantees internatiomal security and
étability. In this unending quest for peace, the Congo, like other countries,
welcomes the fact that the United Nations - this voics which haz often been heard
crying in the wilderness - has now, as the Secrstary-Geueral's report on the work
of the Organization emphasizas, "gained a volume and rescnance it lacked before".
(274571, p. 2)

The tangible progress in East~Weat'détente has dispelled the communist spectre
of snother course of action. This progress mow causes less apprehension as regards
the idea of restructuring the world and day by day dispels the fear of a racurrence
of a dreadful past. While the search for peace has been of concera to the
international community, profound changes are also taking place in the world that
clearly show the lofty aspirations of paoples to enjoy greater democracy and
freedom. A vibrant new chapter and & true politiceal turaing-point occurred in
Europe on 3 October 1990, when Germany regained its sovereignty as cne State, and
with it the right to participate in a military alliance of its choice. The Congo
warmly pays a tribute to Germany, & country with which we are bound by many ties of

friendship and co-operation.
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Similar expressions of national claims in the heart of Europe have removed the
apparently fixed centralized political structures. The winds of fresdom have blown
over Eastern and Central Europs.

My country appreciates also the unification of the two Yemens and supports the
initiatives taken by North Korea and South Korea with a view to their reunification
without any foreign interfersncs. ,

In Africa the process is not an insignificant cccurrence. The movement
towards greater freedom and dsmocratization of political life also affects African
societies. The establishment of free institutions has become a universal
aspiration. It remains for each people to find the capacity to organige and to
adspt those changes tc its own lsvel of development and in accordance with its om

cultural values.
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To mark its commitment to democratic values and respect for human rights, the
Government of the People's Republic cf the Cocngo has released all political
prisoners. Similarly, the Central Committes of the Congolese Labour Party, under
the direction of President Deris Sassou Ngussso, in response to the aspirations of
the Congolese pmople to fraedom and democracy, decided, at the end of its fourth
special session - which was held at Brazzaville from 28 to 30 September 1930 -
immediately to set up a multi-party system to allow for greater public
participation in the management of public affairs. The various measures taken have
already strengthened the prospects for this, especially the starting of work on
amendments to the Constituticn and the preparation of laws on political parties and
on freedom of movement and freedom of expression, guaranteed the leaders of the
various schools of thought.

In our country, where over 90 per cent of the relevant age group goes to
school and where there are noteworthy traditions in the areas of literacy and
cultural and artistic activity, the measures which have just been adopted to
guarantee strict respect for individual and coli;ctive freedoms will give democracy
wider scope and devalop it om the basis of the immense work our country has done in
this area. Everyona knows that the Congo is one of those countries which attach
fundamental importance tc the notion of education for all, because to educate a
people is to prepare it to assums responsibility for its destiny and provide it
with the knowlsdge and critical mind needed to exercise democracy.

On this soil, fertilized by the ideas of progress and opemness to the problems
of the werld - as we can‘see from the considerable number of international
confersnces held in Brazzaville - pcets, historians, men of letters, theatre people
&nd talented researchers disseminate, in their works, ideas to improve

self-awareness and knowledge of the national and international political, ecomomic
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and socio-cultural environments. Thus equipped, young people, women and workers in
the city and in the countryside long ago organised thsmselves into associations to
make their voices heard in the quest for solutions to cur country's probicms and te
defend their interests.

Today we are witressing a flowering of the values which are likely to
stimulate private initiative, especially in the economic field, where the
liberalization measures in force for Some years now have created a favoursble
framework for domestic and foreaign private investment. These measures will lend
greater vitality to the democratic vslues which are 2lready rooted in all strata of
society in my country.

This is how the new era is baginning. PBecause of the contribution made by
each and every Congolese, and with the support of our pacrtners in the international
community, the Congo will give itself a new political landscape which will favour
the harmonious development of the country and the well-being of its peoples. The
Congo, by using all the energies, freedoms and talemts of all its sons and
daughters, should make democracy a factor im the country's dsvelopment.

May this work be carried out in national peace and concord, because that is
the wish of its pecples; nay it take place without the pProcass now under way being
threatened by the adjustment measures, which have been undartaken in an adverse
international economic context snd which can only be measured in terms of high
social costs and political instability. Despits the difficulties which
characterize any human endsavour and the scale of the challenge the Congo must
meet, the process is irreversiblae. It is following its course in a climate of
regeined national peace and cohesion.

Now that the walls and ancient barriers leftc by the Second World War are
falling, we are witnessing and participating in the rise of a new era where

confrontation ie giving way to dialogue and joint efforts, an era where States are
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ceasing to see the world, determine their priorities and take certain actions
viewed through the warped lens of the cold war, happily now broken. Facause the
world is gradually freeing itself of the balance of terror, of the feared face~of T
between the military blocs, the effects are being felt in the most disteant lands
and in situations which were once sst in stone. A previous speaker from this
rostrum rightly hailed the end of the East-West conflict as a vietory for reason
and the sense of responsibility.

The Congo has welcomed the fortunate conclusions of the Scviet-American
summits, particularly the declarations concerning strategic arms reducticns, the
protocols on snding nuclear teata and the agreement to reduce chemical-weapon
stockpiles. The Congo is also happy that several igsues in internatiocnal affairs
are now being looked at in a new light. The issue of security in Europe is
benefiting strongly from the unification of Germany ard a2 context which is finally
truly pan-European.

In South Africa, Nelson Mandela, the world’s most famous political prisomer,
was set free on 11 February 1990. This was redress for a flagrant injustice and,
at the same time, a significant victory in the African peoples' struggle for peace
and for human liberty and dignity, but also for the universai resistance against
oppression. We are convinced that Nelson Mandela will use his great wisdom and
rich fund of experience in the service of peace in his country, and for the triumph
of those ideals for which our Organization has always selflessly worked.

While it is true that talks between Nelson Mandela, Vice-President of the
African National Congress of South Africa (ANC), and the South African Government
with 2 view to negotiating a non-racial, democratic South Africa have begun and are
continuing, it is regrettable that the five pillars of ppartheid remain intact and

that the conditions needed for a favourable new political climate have scarcely
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been created in Sauth African sccisty. Today, it is more necessary than asver
bafore to mobilisc the international community and furthor incresse awarenegs of
the n20d to keep up sanctions of all kinds against the Pretoria régime so -
apartheid system con finally be eradicated.

In Angols and in Mosambique, direct negotiatiors batweer the Goverus . .
the oppoaition must be encouraged and supported. This is true 2130 of 811 &b
initiatives towards rostoring peace in Lideria. My country zlso supports the peace
Processes uander United Hations auspices now under way in Western Sahara and in
Cambodia.

In the Middle East, the Palestinisn people is continu’zmy; fita Aifficult quest
for its rights to be recognized and for its identity to be affirmed. ZEven while
the world’s attention is riveted on the Gulf crisis, the Palestiaian guastion
psrsists, threatening stabiiLy and sscurity in the subragion. The Congo remains
®eavinced that only an international conference held under United fations auspices
and with the participaticn of all intsrasted parties, including the Palestine
Liberation Organisation {PLO)., would raach a ansgotiated, just and lasting solution.

Despite everything, the cause of peace moves forward, and our Assembly is good
witness to that. The cause of peace progresses through multilaterai and bilateral
dislogue, through the will of Statss to reanounce war ian settling disputes, through
the actions of the United Wations wherever it is called upen to mediate. The Congo
intends to involve itself fully in this constantly renewed project, and in doing so

it will piay its appropciate part.
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Unfortunately, this work of psace cannot be acparated frem the struggle
against the disparities which characterize the world. We should ensure that world
growth is bettsr shared and more balanced and is directsd more towards the
elimination of poverty in countries feebly endowod by nature, battered by history
or waighsd down by debt.

The external-debt question remains fundamental, despite ths constant study it
has received at both the national and the ianteraational levels. We fully
appreciate all the dscisions taken sc far with a viow to solving the problem.
Nevertheless, the international community must continue to recognize that the debt
burden of the Jdeveloping countrics is becoming hesvier and heavier. Indeed, from
$600 billion at the bsginning of the docads, it will reach $1,246 dbillion at the
end of this year,

As far as Africa iz concsrned, the figures are just as striking: $250 billiom
in 2990 as compared with $230 billion in 1989. Tt is true that the volume of
African dcbt is smaller, but it should be pointed out that the dsbt and the
Gebt-servicing ratios have incrsased much more quickly than in any other group of
countries. In comparison with the gross national product, for example, the dsbt
ratic of the sub-Saharan African countries is almost twice as highk as that of
countriees of the world which are hsavily ian debt. Bxzternal debt clearly is a real
obatacle to the continent's economic recovery and dsvelopment. Xt hinders all
development efforts, especially those the African countries are undertaking to
improve their own infrastructures, notably in the arsas of health and education.

The international comwunity is certainly conearaed, slthough th; na2ABuUrss
adopted go far have proved insufficient in view of ths scops of the cricis., In
this regard, the new initiastives for the reduction of debt arg of interest to us,
especislly the recent deocision, taken at the summit meeting of the Hoads of State

of France and Africa held laast June in Las Baule, in Prance, in favour of the
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middle-income countries, including Congo. However, my delegation believes it
essential to consider the relevant suggeations in the common African position on
the indebtedness crisis. These suggestions deserve more attention by the
international community.

Furthermore, this effort to achieve a final settlement of Africa's
extornal-debt crisis requires energetic and bold decisions within the framswork of
a strategy based on co-operation, negotiation and collective responsibility. For
the implementation of such a strategy, Africa has proposed to the international
community the convening of an international conference on the African debt.

Without any doubt, there are many challenges, which will be difficult to meet
unless massive and effective support is given by the international community.

Over and above the external debt crisis, which has been worsened by the
reverse flow of capital from the developing countries to the developed countries,
the renewal of growth in developing countries is still accompanied by the conmstant
lowering of the prices of raw matsrials. Indeed, the fall in export income, which
is the main resource of developing countries, is compromising the whole outlook Zor
development. For that reasonm, my country has bsen following with much interest the
Uruguay Round of negotiations, which is scheduled to be completed at the end of
this year. A poaitive outcoms of those negotiations would mark the beginning of a
new exa of global co-operation, with an increased awareness of mutual interests and
of the responsibilities shared by all natiouns.

The persistent worsening of the critical economic 2nd social situation in
Africa lead the General Assembly in 1986 to reorient the Joint efforts of the
internaticnal community towards an internstional covensnt betwsen Africa and the
rest of the world. Its goal was to free that region from its plight and to set it

firaly ox the road to economic recovery and developmsat, Subsequently the United
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Nations Programme of Action for African Econemic Recovery and Davelopment 1986-1990
was adopted.*

Without anticipating the evaluation Planned for the forty-sixth session of the
General Assembly, one may easily cbserve that, five years after the implementation
of the Programme of Actiom, the economic and social situation of the African
countries has worsened. Ths economic forecasts provide a sombre and unpromising
outlook as regards the drastic reform and adjustment measures at present under
way. Therefore the international community must help the African countries reduce
the human cost of adjustment and must commit itself to the establishment of
external conditions favourable to the resumption of growth ard dsvelopment. This
is an urgent and decisive matter. Africa is determined, in this context, to purgsue
these reforms, which can help it to reverse its disastrous economic and social
dacline.

Today we must have a new, constructivs vision which makes possible a
restructuring of the world economic system. For that reason we hail the
conclusions of the work of the oighteenth spacial session of the General Assembly,
which was devoted to intermational co-operation, and more particularly to the
growth of the developing countrieg. That work has made it possible to envisage
specific measures likely to achieve more balanced international economic relations.

In the same spirit, my country welcomes the racent adoption of the new
International Development Strategy for the Fourth United Nationz Development
Decade. This new framework of co-ocperation should make it possible to redress the
imbalances in the international economic systea and to promote a fair and eguitable

sharing of the heritage of mankind. Otherwiss, the détento we are now expsriencing

& The President returred to the Chair.
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will be fragile and tenuous if it doss not oper up genuine prospacts for the
dsveloping countries' development and progress.

Environmentsl problems affect our entire planet. Many spezkers have mentioned
this important subject and have referred to its many aspects, such as water
pollution, air pollution, the progressive depletion of the oszone layer, soil
degradation, deforestation, desertification, the excessive destruction of numerous
rare spacies and, more recently, the overt or covart attempts to dump toxic wastes
in Africa.

We must considar the struggle against environmental degradation as being an
integral part of the struggle that the international community must carry cn to
rovitalize aconomic growth and dovelopment. For that reazon, Congo has welcomed
the scheduled coanvening in 1992 in Brasil of the 1ntornationai Conference on
Environment and Development. Ws are convinced that that Conference will contribute
to tke examination and adoption of the necessary provisicns of a world atrategy for
snvircnmental survival.

Indepandently of the resuits eéxpected £rom that Conference, my country has for
saveral years now had a specific goveramental structure for environmental matters,
and has proclaimed 6 March as “Eational Ires Day". At tho same time, it has
drafted an environment code that is strict in terms of the standards it defines and
the sanctions it calls for. Morsover, in keeping with its commitmont, Congo this
year acted as host to a confersnce on the conssrvation of forest ecosyatems in the
Central Africen region. In view of the need to strengthan co-operation to
safeguard the ecosystems, the confsrence adepted a regicnal plan of action which,
dnter alia, seeks to protect cur forest heritage, to strengthea the techrnical
equipment and forest legislation to limit the destruction of protected species, and

also to provide for the training of personnel.
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While the industrial countries have baen enjoying uninterrupted growth for
eight ysars, the majority o7 the developing countries have been aeagnaﬁihg or even
falling back. Anelysts agrse that extrems poverty is rampant among 4 billion
people at the sams time as 800 million pecple are bathing in abundance.

Povarty, a source of tension within our societies and beyond our frontiers, is
assailing the developing countries, with its attendant woes of malnutrition,
sickness and illiteracy, but it does not spare the idustrisliszed world, which has
itz own social disparities. The decade of the 19808, now coming to an end, is
leaving the developing worid & lagacy of more than 1 billion people living in
absolute poverty, and our African continent remains its favourite target. Indeed,
conditions in ifrica sre such that in years to come we may sse there a dangerously
explosive situation, both scecially and politically, as was recently emphagised by
an eminent psrson from the Commission of Europoan Coanuniti;s. The iantsraational
compunity canrot remainm indifferent to that situation. Ar urgent resporse must be
provided.

Terrorism iz one of the rost deplorable phenomena of the century which is now
eearing its close. No country is safe from it. Por that reason, it is in
everybody's interest to join forcas and relentlessly fight terrorist acts, whether
carried out by organized groups or by individuals. The Congo, which has been
stricken more than once by terrorist madnéss, recently erected a monument in BEMOryY
of the ¢9 Congolesc victims of the explosion of the DC-10 aircraft ownsd by Urion
de Transports Adrienmes (UTA) in September 1989. Hencefortk, 19 May will be known
in the Congo as the “Day of Struggle against Terrorism®.

Africa, hitherto spsred, hez now become a target of illicit drug trafficking

and drug abuse. The fatal effects of that scourge now afflict overy society, rich
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or poor. The Congo takes thia opportunity to renew its commitment to the
conclusions of the last special session of the Gensral Asaembly, devoted to ;irnqn.
and once again appeals to ths internstional community to give Africa the aecessary
technical and !:I.pimclal assistance to halt that scourga.

It is rnuurinq to note that at the dawn of the hope-filled third millennium
the werlad is ucdergoing profound changes. but those changas would be msaningless
without an aZfirmation of the internstional comaunity's colloctive awarsness of the
common destiny of all peoples and all States. More than any other orgsnisation,
the United Nations has bsen able to embody the principle of universaiity; withia
our Organisation, nations can act togather to take up the mejor cheilenges of tha
®odern world and maintain unity apa solidarity with one another. By co-opsrating
withia the United Nations, our nations and Peoples will have honoured their
commitment to the Charter. They will thus have worked for the Lapprochenent of men
and pecples whose legitimate agpiration is to 1ive in harmony in a worid of peace,
Gemocracy, jun:ico and social progress.

That is why today everyore is looking with optimism and hops to our
Crganization at this last session of the 1980s.

Ihe PRESIDENT: Owing to an omission in the Jourzal, Angola was not
listed as the iast speaker in the general debate for this moraing. I shouwld like
to inform members that the Minister for Poreign Affairs of Angole,

Mr. Pedro de Castro Van-Duuem, will be the first speaker this afterncon and the
last speaker in the general debate for this session.

Item 156, "Electoral assistance to Haiti®, scheduled for this wmorning, will be
taken up this afterncon as soon as the report of the Fifth Commnitte? on the

programme budget implications of drafe resolution A/45/L.2 i3 availedle.
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As the genoral dedats in the Gensral Assembly draws to a close, I wish to
oxprass my appreciation of the co-operation which has been extendsd for the
successful coanduct of our proceadings. This year our schedule of work waa
unusually hsavy because of the impressive numbsr of Heads of Stats or Government
who wished to 2ddresa the uaoﬁiy. Soms dislocation of work was therefors |
inevitable, though I belicve that it was kept to the absolute minimum.

Unforxtunately, it has to be acknowiedgsd that one of the more lcng-standing
problems causing some delay inm our preceedings has 20t yet becn overcome. This
concerns the delays to the start of meetings owing to the late arrival of somo
representatives. The wa‘ver of quorum requirements offers only o partial solutien
to this problem. On a number of occasions I still felt bound by thke requirements
of courtssy aad common censs to delay inviting the first speaker to the podium,
even though he and I wore ready to begin on time, bscause only a limited number of
delegations were seated at their places in the Goneral Assewdbly Hszll.

Following in ths footsteps of many of my predecessore, I am thorefore once
again inviting delegations to make every effort to ensurs the timely seating of
their representatives in ths Agsenmbly, 8o that in future, meotings may regulazrly
begin as scheduled.

Ihe pesting roge at 12,50 p.m.





