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The meetint; was called to order at 3.15~. 

AGENDA ITEH 80: UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR lTOl'1EN: EQUALITY, DEVELOPNENT AND 
PEACE (contin~edl (A/34/357, A/34/542) 

(a) IHPLEH'8NTATION OF G"SNERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 3519 (XXX): REPORT OF THE 
SECRETARY--GENERAL (continued) (A/34/471, A/34/113, A/34/391) 

(b) STATUS AND ROLE OF HOJI'illN IN EDUCATION AND IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FIELDS: 
REPORT OF THC SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/34/321, A/34/577) 

(c) INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH l\.~TD TRA.INBG INSTITUTE FOR THE ADVANCEHENT OF H'GMEN: 
REPORT OF THE SECRETATIY-GENERAL (continued) (A/34/579) 

(d) VOLUNTARY FUND FOR THE U:NITED NATIONS DECADE FOR HOHEN: REPORT OF THE 
SECRETARY-GENERA.L (continued) (A/34/612) 

(e) T·TORLD CONFERENCE OF THE DrTITED NATimTS DECADE FOR \•TOH:CN: REPORT OF THE 
PnEPARATORY C0~~1ITTEE FOR THE CO~WERENCE (continued) (A/CONF.94/PC/12, 
A/34/657 and Add.l) 

1. Ms. I<:EICEDO (Papua New Guinea) said that the national development strategy of 
her country cook into account the principle, embodied in the Constitution, of the 
equal participation of men and women in all political, economic, social and 
religious activities. In 1975 the Government of her country had established the 
National Cou:1cil of itJomen, a non-governmental organization uhich would be 
financed by the Government until it became self-supporting. There were also other 
non~-governmental women 1 s organizations in the country, such as church Homen's 
c;roups, the Young Homen's Christian Association and the Country Women Association. 

2. She stressed the value of 1romen' s 1mrk in the home and in subsistence 
agriculture. At the same time, she said it 1-ras absurd to speak of equality, 
development and peace for 1vomen if the developed countries did not help in 
establishing the new international economic order to increase the eq_uality of 
income distribution and access to social services ~Vhich constituted the basis of 
development. 

3. In order to acl1ieve the aims of equality, development and peace, her 
Government had set itself the task, as a matter of priority, of providing 
assistance for agriculture in rural areas and for women in those areas. Since 
1975 women had been allowed to attend agricultural schools~ 1mmen vrere thus no 
longer forced to migrate to urban areas but could cultivate their ovrn land. The 
Government had also organized courses to teach 1-romen how to use and repair farm 
implements and to assist 1-romen in eliminatinp; malnutrition in the country. 
Furthermore, rural community health centres had been established, with emphasis 
on preventive medicine. 

I ... 
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4. Harking vromen in her country had the right to six weeks of maternity leave 
uith pay and to additional periods vithout pay but without loss of seniority. 
Furthermore, paternity leave \vas granted to men if there vrere other children in 
the family and no other help \vas available. Efforts "l·rere also underway to inform 
the population with ree;ard to the need for better family planning. 

5. Her Government \velcomed the fact that consideration vras being given to 
ensuring the participation of representatives of women from the least developed 
countries in the conference at Copenhagen:. she ure;ed the General Assembly to 
include in that group of countries the island developing countries. Also, 
additional material should be gathered relating to ivomen in the South Pacific. 

6. ~1rs. SIBAL (India) reported on the ESCAP regional preparatory meeting, held 
in i\Jev Delhi in November 1979, 1vith the participation of 26 countries. The meeting 
had studied progress in achieving the objectives of the Decade at the national 
level, vith particular stress on the establishment of national machinery for 
integrating women in the development ~rocess· the establishment of guidelines and a 
plan of action for the second half of the Decade; and measures to be taken by the 
organs of the United Nations system to promote the objectives of the Decade. 
\<lith reference to each of the areas of the subtheme of the Horld Conference, namely 
employment, health and education, the meeting had identified urgent and critical 
issues and problems, determined short-term strategies and long-term plans and 
established guidelines. 

7. The preparatory meeting had recommended to the specialized agencies and to 
other United Nations bodies that they should consider establishing units to ensure 
the full participation of women in development and that the specialized agencies 
should develop and implement programmes as necessary for that purpose. The 
preparatory meeting had also reco~mended that the agencies should undertake studies 
to ascertain the levels at which women vere currently employed in their respective 
headquarters and field offices, so that those levels could be raised. 

8. Her delegation hoped that the recommendations of the ESCAP regional 
preparatory meetine; uould be borne in mind by the Conference secretariat, 
especially in the preparation of the draft plan of action for the second half of 
the Decade. Her delegation also drew attention to the request made to the 
Secretary~General of the United liTations that he should submit the report of the 
ESCAP reE;ional preparatory meeting to the 1980 Horld Conference: it like-vrise 
hoped that, if the General Assembly decided to approve the holding of a third 
session of the Preparatory Committee for the Horld Conference, the report of the 
ESCAP meeting 1vould be made available to that Committee. 

9. rfrs. OBIAGO (JJigeria) said that equality of treatment for all citizens of her 
country, regardless of their sex, religion or ethnic group, vas enshrined in the 
Constitution and that a large number of women held key positions in the public 
sector and the professions. Homen with less education participated fully in the 
private sector of the country's economy: however, much still needed to be done to 
improve the lot of -vmmen in rural areas. Nigerian Homen had organized themselves 
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into all types of societies and associations based on cultural, social, economic 
and professional interests. All of those organizations had as their major goal 
the imnrovement of the status of vTOmen at all levels. 

10. Her Government had established a Department for \Vomen~s Affairs in the 
Hinistry of Health and Social T}elfare. The Department would oversee women 1 s 
activities in Nigeria and 1muld provide advice concerning the aims of the Horld 
Plan of Action of the United Nations Decade for T;Jomen. 

11. It \vas apparent that additional resources vrould have to be provided for the 
preparation of the Horld Conference. Her delegation attached great importance to 
the matter of documentation and felt that documents should not only be 
satisfactorily prepared but should also be made available \vell in advance of the 
Conference, so that delegations vrould have enough time to study them and prepare 
their statements. With regard to participation in the Horld Conference, the Third 
Committee should consider with s~npathy the difficulties faced by some third 
world countries in sending representatives to conferences. The United Nations 
should provide appropriate assistance to those countries so as to ensure the 
participation of their representatives. 

12. Her delegation felt that the Preparatory Committee for the \~orld Conference 
should hold a third session, in order, jnter ali~, to consider reports from the 
regional preparatory meetings, l·rhich lvere of great imnortance for the revievr and 
appraisal of the first half of the Decade (1975~1980) and the programme of action 
for the second half of the Decade (1981--1985). 

13. }1s. ESKELI~mN (Finland) said that the 1980 Copenhagen Conference would 
provide an opportunity for evaluating and specifying measures aimed at the 
improvement of the status of \>!Omen, ivhich had been initiated as a result of the 
International Homen's Year at the national, regional and global levels. There 
was grovring a1•rareness of the role of uomen in economic and social development, not 
only as beneficiaries of that development but also as active contributors to it. 
It \vas vitally important that their role should be integrated in the whole 
development process at all levels, so that so·-called vromen' s programmes were not 
planned and implemented separately. That interaction between women and 
development should be taken into account in national development planning: at the 
international level the idea should pervade the entire United Hations system and 
should find specific expression in the programme of action of the second half of 
the Decade and in the ne1v international development strategy. 

14. Improvements in the status of 1mmen presupposed favourable changes in the 
status and role of men, which enhanced the possibilities of both men and women 
for realizing their full potential in the family and in society. Countries 
interpreted that concept in different Hays, depending on their cultural and 
socio-economic background. In countries where women had achieved equal or nearly 
equal status vrith men from the legal standpoint, the main problem was to bring 
ahout the necessary attitudinal chanr:;es in order to translate legal equality into 
practice. 

/ ... 
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15. It >·ras to be hoped that the programme of action to be adopted during the 
Copenhagen Conference 'I.J'Ould meet the needs and aspirations of countries at 
different stages of development. '~he programme of action must not duplicate the 
\Torld Plan of Action, but rather specify and develop further priority programmes, 
taking into account objectives of major concern to 1wmen, includin,o; equality 
betw·een men and Homen. Other long ·term objectives relating to the concern of 
1wmen for future generations should also be considered, for example, the 
environment and population QUestions. In the specific recommendations that should 
be included in the pro~ramme of action, special attention should be devoted to 
employment, health and education. In that connexion, the experience of the 
specialized agencies concerned must be taken into account, and the measures and 
goals adopted by other United Nations organs and during other United Nations 
conferences must be incorporated. The experience gained during the first half of 
the Decade suggested that measurable goals and specific recommendations on national 
machinery w·ere the most effective from the point of viev of implementation. 

16. Her delegation endorsed the recommendation that a third meeting of the 
Preparatory Committee should be held the folloHins spring. The Com_mission on the 
Status of Homen nould thus be able to take u-p consideration and appraisal of 
implementation of the Horld Plan of Action, and the Preparatory Committee 1-rould be 
able to complete the draft programme of action for the second half of the Decade. 

17. Her delegation fully supported the budget prouosals submitted by the 
Secretary-~General of the ~Torld Conference in document A/34/657 and believed that 
it Has vital that they should be adopted in order to complete preparations for 
the Conference. 

18. Hrs. STOLTEIJB?;RG Urori·ray) said she believed that the preparations for the 
\Jorld-Conference of the United Nations Decade for Homen Here proceeding 
satisfactorily and that it was desirable that a third meeting of the Preparatory 
Committee should be held, since that body had not yet been able to consider a 
large number of the substantive documents. 

19. The Copenhagen Conference l·rould not be a new nexico Conference but vTOuld, 
rather, follm·r it up and make the already existing Horld Plan of Action more 
operational. Her delegation was of the view· that the documents and debates of 
the Conference should be based on the situation in the various regions, -vrithout an 
attempt being made to adopt a global approach. Ideally, the major docQment should 
be a brief document outlining general problems and analyses, as well as 
recom_mendations to the United Nations system and the international community. The 
remaining documents could be the regional plans of action reflecting the subtheme 
of the Conference. 

20. The important differences betveen the various regions would thus be taken into 
account. The problems of 1.romen all over the iwrld could not be revieved in 
documents ·~>rith a global scope, w'hich ;tlould be of little practical use for the iwrk 
of the Conference. That -vras one of the reasons -vrhy it had not been possible in 
J~exico to advance beyond the introduction and chapter 1 of the Plan of Action. 

/ ... 
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21. The ver~r size of large international conferences diminished the sense of 
purpose and reality of their debates: perhaps, therefore, it r.;rould be desirable 
for national delegations to be smaller than they had been in l'·fexico in the 
interests of a more QUsiness-like atmosphere, more orderly debates and more concise 
results. 

22. Since imnrovine; the status of r:omen Has one of the v1ays to promote economic 
and social rrevelopment, that QUestion should be closely linked to the activities 
of all the United IJations organizations and bodies concerned vrith development. 
It vas therefore necessary that there should be a high··level body vrith the power 
and the mand.ate that Hould enable it to influence the rest of the system. Her 
delegation suggested that the Director-~General for Development and International 
Economic Co~operation should be entrusted vrith the task of CO··ordinating 1vomen 1 s 
programmes vith development planning in general. That vrork 1muld not replace the 
important vmrk of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs at 
Vienna, but uould, rather, constitute a mechanism for communication beti·reen 
the Centre and the United Nations system. 

23. ~1rs. TILLANDER (Sw·eden) said that in order to strengthen the economic and 
social position of vromen it must be recognized that their vork ':ras as necessary 
as that of men. The subordinate role of vomen must be changed, and eq_uality must 
be attained not only by means of formal reforms but also in everyday reality. Hen 
must also be able to change their role in 'TOrking life and in society so that 
mothers and fathers could combine work and family life on eQual terms. 

24. Sconomic and social development vas inseparably linked to the promotion of 
eC}_uality for vromen but it Has not sufficient in itself to guarantee ucmen greater 
justice and eq_uality. Over-all economic pro12:ress must go hand in hand vrith the 
struggle for economic and social justice for 1wmen. Horeover, uomen must be 
involved in the development process from the very beginning. In that connexion, 
the establishment of the neH international economic order must take the r:>roblems 
and ex~erience of women into account. 

25. A,ll countries had a right to their mm culture, but there Fere customs that 
11ere degrading to some members of the family. She 1vas referring specifically to 
female circumcision, a r:>rimitive, painful and humiliating custom that was 
practised in a nmnber of countries. That Has a question that was not normally 
referred to in public, and it l·ras to be hoped that the 'Horld Conference of the 
United ~rations Decade for rJomen '·Tould deal 1rith the problem. 

2G. \lith regard to the draft convention on the elimination of discrimination 
against vTOmen, she emphasized that e(l_uality between men and i>TOmen uould not be 
secured by means of actions aimed only at 1mmen · she therefore I•Telcomed the fact 
that the draft took duly into account the principle t!'lat men and 1mmen should be 
given eq_ual treatment. The effects of the convention uould depend largely on the 
revievr and follow· ,up mechanisms. For that reason her delee:ation, together •rith the 
delegations of Kenya and Yugoslavia, had submitted a proposal concerning a revieu 
mechanism similar to that provided for the International Convention on the 
!::limination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, vhich it hoped uould be adopted 
by the Committee. 

I . .. 
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27. l1rs. SILI\H.IHU (Philippines) stressed that the 1:Iorld Conference of the United 
Nations Decade for Homen ti1at uas to oe held at Copenhagen in 1980 must oe 
action.,oriented in order not to compromise the results already achieved at the 
Hexico Conference, She shared the vieu expressed by the representative of 2Jonra~.r 
that, at times, a global approach obscured specific reeional differences and needs. 
Her delegation endorsed the budgetary allocations envis::tc;ed in docrunent A/34/657. 
It believed that the number of Vice·-Presidents of the Conference should be limited 
so that they could function effectively, but that the princinle of equitable 
geo~raphical distribution should be observed. 

28. Her delec;ation had been a member of the draft in,. committee that had dravm up 
the preliminary drqft guidelines for the pro>:;rarrnrre of action for the second half 
of the Decade (A/CONF. 94/PC/12, annex I). In that connexion" she not eo. hmi 
important it vas that the relationship bet,reen the status of uomen and nation':tl 
and international economic development should be tal~ en into account at CopenhP.gen. 
The role of women must also be given an appropriate place in the ne-\v development 
strate,q;y that uould be considered in 1980) as -vrell as in the establislunent of the 
neH international economic order. 

29. Before the Co~mittee took decisions concerning the International Research and 
Training Institute for the Advancement of :ramen" she vrished to asl;: the Assistant 
Secretary"·General for Social and Humanitarian Aff3.irs ivhether thP records of the 
session of the Board of Trustees helc~ at Geneva in October could be made available· 
she also wished to knm-r Hhat further measures had been ta~1;.en by the Secretariat 
follm·rinc: that first session 0 particularly >Tith regard to the Institute 1 s staff, 
and Fhat WEts its current financial position. 

30. Her delegation considered useful the renort of the re~resentative of India 
concerning the ESCAP regional preparatory meetinz for the Conference, ~eld 
recently at Neu Delhi, Fhich had resulted in interestint:" nroposals. 

31. !:'Irs. LORANGER (Canada) said th3.t the 1)roblems of worJ.en v1ere 1,)asically the same 
everyvhere and that, re~ardless of the level of development of a country, it \vas 
always possible to make nroc;ress throur;h the exchange of exnerience. It -vras 
therefore desirablP that the 1980 ConfArence should be action oriented and should 
seek solutions to problems already identified. 

32. Her delegation strongly supported the proposals in document A/34/657. It ><as 
the Co~mittee 1 s resDonsibility to take decisions on the issues submitted to it and 
not to leave them to the Preparatory Committee or to the Conference itself. In 
regard to the number of Vice~Presidents, her delegation Has prepared to support any 
reasonable proposal) al':vays provided the nrinciple of equitable geographical 
distribt~tion 1vas observed. 

33. The unprecedenterl number of countries 1·rhich had re1Jlied to the 1979 
questionnaire was indicative of the interest "~Thich had been aroused by the 
Conference and of the need for docu_mentation of high q.uality. That interest must 
be carried for-vm.rd in the form of support for the Conference itself and for the 
implementation of its conclusions. Canada Has in full agreement -vrith the 
preparatory arranger1ent s nmde by the Governr1ent of Denmark. 

I ... 
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34. Mrs. AKM1A.TSU (Japan) said that in the preparation of the documentation for 
the 1980 Horld Conference the highest nriority should be given to the item on the 
revieH and evaluation of the pro~Sress made and obstacles encountered in attaining 
the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Homen. The item ,,ras of the 
greatest imnortance in connexion vrith the formulation of the prograiiL~e of action 
for the second half of the Decade. The Conference must concentrate on the search 
for measures of a practical nature for the improvement of the status of 1mmen. 
Her delegation wished to express its appreciation to the Government of Denmark for 
its generous offer, which w~s a clear demonstration of Denmark's deep commitment 
to the ~oals of the Conference. She called u~on delegations to co ·Operate in 
minimizing the burden vrhich the host country must shoulder. 

35. Japan had recently made an important contribution to the Voluntary Fund for 
the United Nations Decade for vTomen and, as a matter of principle, considered that 
the Fund should be transferred to Vienna, which was the location of the Secretariat 
organ responsible for managing and administering the Fund, namely, the Centre for 
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs. 

36. Japan was ready to co-operate with the International Research and Training 
Institute for the Advancement of '!omen as w·ell as Hith all other activities 
connected vrith the D(:>cade. The results of the regional conference w·hich had 
recently been held in J'Te11 Delhi i-TOuld also contribute to the success of the Horld 
Conference in 1980. 

37. ~rs. BARRY (Senegal) said that for the nast 20 years her Government had been 
follmrine; a policy Hhich had encouraged the advance;nent of uomen and that :90licy 
had been reflected in the establishment of a number of organs responsible for 
finding practical solutions to their problems. In order to avoid the dissipation 
of resources and initiatives, her Government had established a State Secretariat 
on the Status of Homen vrhich 1ras responsible for the implementation of national 
policy. 

38. Ber delegation supported the proposals made by the Preparatory Co~mittee in 
document A/34/657 and considered that that Co~mittee should hold a third session 
in order to fulfil its mandate. It should resolve the questions which had been 
submitted for its consideration, includin~ the rules of procedure of the Conference 
and the nQmber of Vice-Presidents. 

39. Mrs. SYLVESTER-HENRY (Grenada) said that vomen had particinated actively in 
overthrmving the previous regime in her country 0 had contributed to the 
achievement of hQrnan rights and c1emocracy in Grenada and Here currently 
represented at all levels of national life. 

40. Folloving the revolution, the Government had started training programmes to 
rectify the critical situation in vrhich 1vomen had found themselves: 70 per cent 
of the unemnloyed uere 1-romen and 80 per cent of 1-romen lackF>d adequate training. 
The Youth for Reconstruction Programme 1vas an example· its purnose was to train 
youth of both sexes to develop a revolutionary auareness and to organize them for 
the fight at;ainst economic and social problems ;rhich affected the country. 

I ... 
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41. Homen uere also participating actively in agriculture and in Etnimal husbandry. 
Included among nrogramrnes in 1-lhich the women of Grenada vrere active viere the 
distribution of milk to children, adult literacy, construction of roads and public 
buildings and a number of handicr~ft projects. 

42. The Ministry of Education of Grena.da had embarked on a nrossrarnme to improve 
the quality of education of women at all levels. The number of scholarships had 
been increased with the co -oneration of the Governments of Cuba., Kenya and 
Tanzania. The Government had also made rieht most of a lonlj·-outstanding debt due 
to the University of the Hest Indies, thus enabling women of working--class 
families to attend the regional institution once more. 

43. The People's Revolutionary Government of Grenada had proclaimed equal pay for 
equal work, thus comnlementing the equal legal status of men and women already 
provided for vrith respect to citizenship and inheritance laws. 

44. The first national vromen' s seminar had been held in Grenada in June 1979 vJith 
the partici9ation of more than 1,000 regional representatives and representatives 
from Grenada organizations in North America. They hac1. dealt mainly -vrith the 
rights and legal and social status of vomen in Grenada and their role ..:.::1. the 
current revolutionary process. 

45. }'~s. SAELZLER (German Democratic Republic) said that the General Assembly, in 
approving the theme 11Eguality, Development and Peace" for the United Nations 
Decade for ·Homen, had confirmed the direct interdependence between the 
implementation of equal rie;hts for women in all countries and the preservation of 
peace. The Horld Conference to be held in 1980 l·rould shm.r the extent to I·Ihich the 
provisions of the T·Torld Plan of Action hafl. been translated into practice. Rer 
delegation, in its capacity as a member of the Preparatory Co~ittee for the 
Conference~ proposed that all necessary steps should be tal;:en to ensure that a 
draft resolution would be submitted to the Horld Conference regarding the 
participation of women in the struggle for the stren~thening of international 
peace and security and against colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign 
aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign domination, pursuant to 
paragraph 5 of resolution 32/142. The German Democratic Republic had submitted a 
working paper on the matter to the Secretary -General in the middle of 1979. 

46. The developmPnt of the German Democratic Republic vras itself evidence of the 
great importance which it attached to social questions, to guaranteeing an 
education free from discrimination on grounds of sex, to providing comnrehensive 
health care for women and to including them fully in professional life. In the 
German Democratic Republic 83.9 per cent of vromen vrorked. The number of vreekly 
worldng hours for women had been reduced in order to enable them to cope vrith their 
family resnonsibilities. Homen vrere ensured effective partici:oation in nolicy 
policy~making and occupied a high percentage of posts at all management levels. 

~-'7. The situation in the 1-Jorld made it necessary to concentrate ever~r effort on 
tasks \-lhich vrould serve the cause of preserving peace. ThP prevention of nuclear 
uar, top;ether 1vith detente and disarf"ament, meant security for 1vomen themselves 
and for their families. 

I ... 
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43. 1.1rs. FLOliEZ ( Cub8.) said that the Horld Conferenc<':' of the United Nations 
Decadefor ,-!oraen 1-rould Iilalce it possible to annreciate the proc;ress vhich had 
been made since the 1975 meeting hPld in I1Pxico City. The 1mrk accoBplishecl by 
the Preparatory Conu~1.ittee for the ConferPnce during; its first two sessions had 
been positive. Her dele~ation supported the convening of a third session of the 
Preparatory Committee at the br:-e;inninc: of 1980 to discuss issues and docu;nentation 
to be submitted to the Conference as uell as specific measures "lvhich should be 
included. i11 the programme for the second half of the Decade. Durin-3: the second 
session it ha(i_ not been possible to take definite decisions because the regional 
meetings, v110se conclusions had to be taken into account, had not yet been held. 

49. In the Preparatory Coronittee her dele~ation had sunported the prenaration of 
reports on special meesures to assist Palestinian -vwmen ~ an item to Hhich it 
attached great importance, and on the effects of ap:trthe_:f:_q_ on the situation of 
1romen in southern Africa. 

50. In re~ard to doc~~ent A/34/657) the additional appropriation requested for 
the r,rorld Conference Has acceptahle. Nevertheless) she had some doubts on the 
expenditure pronosed for strene;tf:!ening the information activities of the 
Conference. She also had reservations regarding part V of the report ancl" in 
narticular, on the -proposed meetin.:s of .journalists after the Conference, at a 
cost of .'i;IJ7 ?200 · she vould 8,ppreciate clarification of the purposes of such 2 

meeting. 

51. In the Oplnlon of her delee;ation, "based on experience at thP ~Torld Conference 
of 1975 9 the 19130 meetinp; should operate Hith hro main committees and a 1vorldn{~ 
t:roup 9 uhich coulr1 meet simultaneously. She considered? moreover, that the 
nu.r:1her of Vice--Presidents of the ITorld Conference should be determined by the 
_1\ssembly on tl1e basis of equitable e;eogranhical distribution. 

ORGANIZATION OF TTOWC 

52. The CHAIRMAN nronosed that the deadline for the submission of draft 
resolutions on item 80 as a \·Thole should be 1 p.m. on Friday, 23 November. 

53. It 1ms so decided. 

The meeting rose at 5.15 n.m. 




