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The meeting was called to order at 3 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 72: INTERNATIONAL YOUTH YEAR (continued) (A/34/468; A/C.3/34/L.39) 

AGENDA ITEM 81: POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES RELATING TO YOUTH (continued) 

(a) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE PROMOTION AMONG YOUTH OF THE IDEALS 
OF PEACE, MUTUAL RESPECT AND UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN PEOPLES: REPORT OF THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/34/653; E/CN.5/575) 

(b) GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE 
UNITED NATIONS AND YOUTH AND YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS: REPORT OF THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/34/199; E/CN.5/559) 

1. Mrs. KEKEDO (Papua New Guinea) said that her Government realized that young 
people, far from being a problem, were the country's greatest resource. Although 
it did not think that it could bind employment for all its school-leavers, it was 
making every effort to help them. In line with the policy of the right of equal 
participation and/or distribution of benefits embodied in the national 
Constitution, her Government was seeking to create opportunities for young people 
by making finance and scholarships available, establishing training centres, 
developing rural areas and improving communication facilities. 

2. With the increasing rural-urban drift of young people, her Government had 
announced plans to give loans for self-employment. In June 1979 it had approved 
the formation of a National Youth Council to draw up guidelines, co-ordinate 
programmes and advise the Government in that area. 

3. The designation of an International Youth Year would be helpful in mobilizing 
local, national, regional and international efforts to improve the situation of 
young people. Her delegation felt that although hasty action should be avoided, 
1985 would not be too soon to celebrate the Year. 

4. Young people had not had a fair share of the benefits of society, and the 
United Nations, with the help of all States, should find ways to remedy that 
situation. 

v , 
5. Ms. MELICICKA (Czechoslovakia) said that in her country the principles of the 
Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and 
Understanding between Peoples had been fully implemented. The youth of 
Czechoslovakia were not subjected to any kind of economic or social 
discrimination. Their rights were fully guaranteed by the Constitution, as the 
provision of free education at all levels and the participation of young people in 
building the society and managing affairs of State demonstrated. In recent years 
young people had accounted for 30 per cent of the membership of the organs 
responsible for economic management. Sports and cultural activities were supported 
by all social and State institutions, and the Czechoslovak Union of Youth supported 
the struggle of young people throughout the world for the elimination of 
colonialism, racism, apartheid, and all forms of exploitation and inequality. 
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6. The reports under consideration indicated that the problems of youth, 
especially in the rural areas of the developing countries, were enormous. Young 
people still suffered from the lack of educational opportunities, malnutrition, 
inadequate health care and unemployment. Those problems could be solved only 
through profound changes, which young people must help to bring about. 

7. Her Government supported the designation of an International Youth Year, which 
would call attention to the problems .which young people still faced in many 
countries. It agreed to the suggestion that the Year should be celebrated in 1985 
and that its main theme should be development and peace. 

8. Ms. COYE (Jamaica) said that although her delegation supported the designation 
of 1985 as International Youth Year, it was not entirely satisfied with the theme 
"development and peace". The full title should be "International Youth Year: 
Participation for Progress and Peace", since the need to ensure youth participation 
should be clearly spelt out. 

9. Her delegation supported the proposal in paragraph 42 of document A/34/468 
concerning the establishment of a 24-member Advisory Committee for the 
International Youth Year. It also supported the suggestion in paragraph 44 that 
preparatory activities should not begin before the 1982-1983 biennium. It would 
not be advisable to initiate those activities earlier. A workable compromise might 
be for the Advisory Committee to have its first meeting in 1981 and meet annually 
thereafter until 1983. 

10. Her delegation did not believe it was necessary to hold a United Nations 
conference or special assembly as part of the activities of the Year. Rather, it 
was its view that at the session of the General Assembly in 1985 provision should 
be made for the hearing in plenary meeting of statements by youth representatives 
of Member States. 

11. Her delegation supported the proposals in section III of document A/34/468. 
The establishment of national co-ordinating committees composed mainly of young 
people, the preparation of national action programmes, the expansion of exchange 
programmes, the organization of national, regional and international seminars and 
the full participation of the organs and organizations of the United Nations were 
all indispensable. 

12. Miss DUTTON (United Kingdom) said that in her country it was felt that young 
people should be allowed to make up their own minds about the sort of world in 
which they were going to live. The emphasis was on voluntary and community 
activities rather than on State-organized activities. 

13. Although international years should be a scarce resource, her delegation 
agreed that an International Youth Year should be celebrated, but not before 1985. 

14. With respect to draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.39, the title suggested in 
paragraph 1 ("International Youth Year: Development and Peace") could be 
improved. Her delegation would like to see a stronger emphasis on local, 
national and regional activities and a larger role for youth organizations and 
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other non-governmental organizations. It did not see the need for the proposed 
Advisory Committee to meet as often as was suggested in paragraph 5 or to meet as 
early as 1980. The preparation of a draft programme for the Year should be left 
until Member States had had the opportunity to consider which aspects of the 
International Year of the Child had been most successful. 

15. The International Youth Year should be as practical and successful as possible. 
Since it was important that decisions on international years should be adopted by 
consensus, she hoped that it would be possible for the sponsors of draft resolution 
A/C.3/34/L.39 to take into account the points which she had made. 

16. Sister RICHARDSON (Observer for the Holy See) said that Pope John Paul II had 
noted the uniqueness of young people, who had the right to be dynamic, creative, 
spontaneous and full of hope and joy, the opportunity to explore the world of 
science and knowledge, and, above all, the chance to give themselves to others in 
generous and joyful service. 

17. The Holy See called upon young people to participate in the transformation of 
the world, in the fight against poverty, hunger, oppression, ignorance and disease, 
and in the struggle against the spiritual crisis of the loss of confidence in the 
human identity and in ability to transform the world, culture and values. Young 
people had to be guaranteed the right to experience their true spiritual heritage. 
The valid religious and cultural values of parents had to be promoted for the 
benefit of the young. Responsible leaders should support those social forces which 
encouraged young people to explore the genuine values in the common soul of the 
people. Social structures which condemned religious practices or freedom of 
expression adversely affected the right of young people to the good influence of 
those spiritual values. 

18. The Holy See considered that the youth-oriented activities of the United 
Nations were full of promise and hope. It believed that the quality of those 
activities should be founded on moral and spiritual values. 

19. She was grateful for the Philippine proposal to invite the Pope to participate 
in Onited Nations activities for young people. 

20. Mr. WASILEWSKI (Poland) said, with reference to agenda item 81, that Poland 
had always worked actively to resolve the problems facing the younger generation 
and to contribute to the over-all advancement of young people and improve their 
situation at the national, regional and international levels. It appreciated the 
achievements of progressive youth and student organizations in developing unity and 
co-operation among young people of different political leanings in the pursuit of 
peace, security, international co-operation, and social progress and development, 
and in combating racism and apartheid. The aims and aspirations of progressive 
young people and students coincided with the aims and goals of the United Nations, 
which should therefore support their activities and participate in them. 

21. His delegation had doubts about the need to institutionalize co-operation 
between the United Nations and youth and student organizations. It had the same 
doubts about the proposals to establish the so-called national correspondents. 
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In developing co-operation between the United Nations and international youth and 
student organizations, the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in 
Peace should constantly be borne in mind. 

22. His Government welcomed the idea of proclaiming an International Youth Year. 
The main theme of the Year's programme should be education for peace, in accordance 
with the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace. 
Furthermore, in all the preparatory work and in the events connected with the Year, 
the leading role should be played by progressive international organizations of 
young people and students, such as the World Federation of Democratic Youth and the 
International Union of Students. 

23. Mr. HASSAN (Pakistan) said that his Government was encouraging young people to 
play a positive role in its attempts to achieve progress and prosperity in line 
with its Islamic ideology. To that end it had appointed a Minister for Youth and 
Student Affairs. Youth programmes were part of the planning process in Pakistan, 
and the Government's education and health provisions were framed with a view to 
providing direct benefits to young people. It had also created a National Youth 
Organization whose main objective was to establish and promote contact between the 
young people of Pakistan and those of other friendly countries. 

24. His delegation supported the Secretary-General's recommendation that 1985 
should be designated as the International Youth Year, with the theme "development 
and peace". The observance of the Year would enable the international community to 
devise means of realizing the full potential of young people in all spheres of 
international activity. His delegation would support all efforts to expand United 
Nations activities in that vital field, in the belief that the needs and problems 
of youth in developing countries merited special attention at both the national and 
the international levels. 

25. Mr. BALLAS (Chile) said that his Government agreed that the International 
Youth Year should not be observed until the results of the International Year of 
the Child had been assessed. His delegation found the proposals and suggestions 
for the observance of the International Youth Year in document A/34/468 
satisfactory. 

26. Among the organizations dealing with youth in Chile, the most important was 
the National Youth Secretariat, a subsidiary body of the Office of the President of 
the Republic with responsibility for bringing young people together in activities 
that were in their own and the country's interest. There were also a great many 
independent organizations for young people centred around the places where they 
carried on their activities, such as school-children's centres, student 
federations, sports centres, religious groups and art groups. 

27. In the social field, young people had done valuable work in his Government's 
campaign to eradicate extreme poverty and had taken part in its emergency housing 
project and its summer work programmes. Young people were thus engaged in 
literacy, public health and other programmes for the benefit of the most backward 
sectors of society. 
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28. The International Youth Year would be productive only if the preparations for 
it were satisfactory and if it served to make all States aware of young people's 
problems, prompting them to find practical solutions. 

29. Mrs. HOUNGAVOU (Benin) said that her country attached great importance to the 
training and education of young people, who represented more than 50 per cent of 
the population. Government authorities, aware of the need to encourage young 
people to participate in all branches of political, social and economic activities, 
had established youth organization committees whose function was to find out what 
young people's aspirations were and to channel their energies into constructive 
public service activities. Young people were being mobilized in support of the 
oppressed masses against the forces of exploitation and domination represented by 
imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, zionism, and apartheid, and 
against all manoeuvres aimed at a colonial reconquest of progressive regimes. 
Moreover, the young people of Benin were taking an active part in the youth 
movements of the African continent, thus making a contribution to the cause of 
friendship and understanding among African peoples. 

30. Her delegation reaffirmed its support for the proclamation of an International 
Youth Year, which had led it to sponsor draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.39, and it 
considered 1985 an appropriate time to observe it, since it would be the twentieth 
anniversary of the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, 
Mutual Respect and Understanding between Peoples and the fifteenth anniversary of 
the establishment of the United Nations Volunteers Programme. 

31. Her delegation supported the Secretary-General's proposal to establish an 
Advisory Committee for the International Youth Year composed of representatives of 
24 Member States. She hoped that there would be a response to the appeal made in 
draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.39 to all States, to international governmental and 
non-governmental organizations and to the public to make, in due time, generous 
voluntary contributions to supplement funds provided under the regular United 
Nations budget for the costs of the programme of the International Youth Year. 

32. Mr. ROHEEN (Afghanistan) said that the needs and aspirations of young people 
could best be served if they were given the opportunity to participate in preparing 
and implementing development plans. Young people in Afghanistan played a vital 
part in the development process and in political activities. There were youth 
organizations throughout the nation, and they fulfilled an important role in 
establishing communications with young people in rural areas. They also maintained 
close contact with the youth organizations of other countries. 

33. His delegation supported the choice of 1985 as International Youth Year. The 
observance of the Year would provide an opportunity to draw young people's 
attention to the value of hard work and self-reliance, and to the constructive part 
they could take world-wide in eliminating the dangers of war and building a world 
of peace. It was out of those convictions that his delegation had become a sponsor 
of draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.39, and it believed that the proposals in document 
A/34/468 could serve as concrete guidelines for the work of the Advisory Committee 
for the Year which would be established by the General Assembly if it adopted draft 
resolution A/C.3/34/L.39. 
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34. Miss LOPEZ (Venezuela), speaking on behalf of the countries of the Andean 
Group - Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela - said that more than 
60 per cent of the population of the Andean region were young people under the age 
of 25. That was the reason for the enormous efforts being made by those countries 
to prepare their young people to cope with rapid change and to involve them in the 
process of building a more just society. 

35. An example of the co-operation among the Andean countries in the education 
field was the Andres Bello Agreement, by virtue of which primary and secondary 
education in any of those countries was recognized by the other countries of the 
Group. She stressed the need to prepare young people for a better future by 
creating in them willingness to serve their own countries and the international 
causes advocated by the United Nations. One such cause was the struggle against 
racism, colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination. 

36. Venezuela had established its Youth Ministry in the conviction that young 
people were the country's most important resource. The Andean Group as a whole was 
determined to pursue its policies for young people because its members' future and 
development depended on them. In that connexion, UNDP had applied General Assembly 
resolution 32/135 by establishing the United Nations Volunteers Programme for young 
people, which had benefited all the countries of the Group. 

37. The countries of the Andean Group supported the proposal to observe 
International Youth Year in 1985 and believed that the communications media should 
play an important role in the activities connected with the Year. 

38. Mr. HYSENAJ (Albania) said that a United Nations study of the problem of young 
people should in the first place concern itself with identification of the causes 
of problems faced by young people which prevented them from achieving their goals. 
The grave international situation seriously affected the activities of the younger 
generation; the aggressive and hegernonistic policy of the super-Powers and the 
imperialist Powers was making itself felt in southern Africa, Palestine and 
South-East Asia, where the young were victims of the aggressive manoeuvres and 
local conflicts sparked off by the enemies of the freedom and independence of 
peoples. 

39. The consequences of the economic and financial crisis in the world weighed on 
young people more heavily than on any one else; in the revisionist capitalist 
countries, the lives of young people were burdened by the effects of a serious 
crisis characterized by increasing degeneracy, moral depression, criminality and 
other evils inherent in a system of exploitation of man by man. Imperialism, 
social imperialism and the reactionary forces distracted the attention of young 
people from the major problems of the era and, in an effort to cut them off from 
the struggle of peoples for freedom, for national and social liberation, tried to 
convert the young into an amorphous and apolitical group. 

40. Young people in Albania had great opportunities for seeing their desires and 
aspirations for a better life come true. They had access to schooling at every 
level, they could study, work, and place their physical and intellectual energies 
at the service of the people and the country. Young people also played a very 
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important part in developing the economy, the arts and sports. They were educated 
in the highest traditions of the Albanian people so that they might become the new 
men of socialist Albania, dedicated to their people and to proletarian 
internationalism. Through their patriotic ideals, thousands of young people in 
six months had eliminated the effects of the earthquake of 15 April 1979. 

41. The young people of Albania had no experience of the odious phenomena 
prevailing in the capitalist and revisionist world yet they were not indifferent to 
what was happening in the world. They supported and lent their sympathy to the 
revolutionary movement of young people throughout the world for national liberation 
and social emancipation, and opposed the war-like policies of the imperialist 
super-Powers. The young people of Albania hailed the struggle of the peoples of 
Zimbabwe, Azania and Namibia against the racist cliques of southern Africa and the 
victories won by the youth and people of Iran and Nicaragua against the ruling 
coteries of those two countries. 

42. Mr. SABUSHIMIKE (Burundi) said that his country could not remain indifferent 
to the International Youth Year, since it saw its future in its young people. For 
that reason, among the basic goals of the revolutionary movement of 1976 was a 
special programme concerned with young people. The Rwagasore Revolutionary Youth 
Movement had been set up as a legal and institutional framework for young people 
to take part in the country's political life and in solving its problems. In 
July 1978 the Movement had studied the Government's economic and social goals, in 
particular the regrouping of the population in the villages, the housing policy, 
infrastructure and other subjects. It had showed the positive role played by the 
young people of Burundi in the country's economic and social development. On their 
own initiative, students were working during vacations in rural areas and the 
Government had made available the necessary resources for the successful completion 
of their work. In addition, the Ministry for Youth, Sports and Culture sponsored 
cultural and sports meetings with the young people of neighbouring countries. 

43. His delegation considered that the ideals of peace, understanding and 
solidarity among peoples should be cultivated among the young as a positive element 
which would contribute to a better future for society. 

44. Mr. RIGIN (Indonesia) said that all countries must intensify their efforts to 
bring youth into the mainstream of national development. The massive exodus of 
young people from rural areas to the cities was creating innumerable problems which 
had to be tackled, beginning by providing an adequate education to the young and by 
making world-wide efforts to harmonize national land and population distribution. 

45. The International Youth Year should promote active participation by young 
people in the over-all development of society and encourage their involvement in 
the preparation of new and local policies and programmes in accordance with each 
country's experience. It should also promote the maintenance and strengthening of 
international peace as a prerequisite for a secure and prosperous future for the 
youth of all countries, the participation of young people in strengthening regional 
and interregional co-operation with a view to improving the situation of young 
people in the world, and it could play a significant role in increasing awareness 
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among the international community of the need to reduce economic disparities and 
social imbalances in accordance with the goals and objectives of the new 
international economic order. 

46. His delegation felt that the Secretary-General's proposals in document 
A/34/468 with regard to education for peace were worth-while initiatives for 
strengthening the role of youth in co-operation for international peace. 

47. As to financial support for the Youth Year, his delegation supported the 
proposal that Member States should make voluntary contributions, which should be 
supplemented from the United Nations regular budget. He also hoped that a trust 
fund could be established to augment and co-ordinate those resources. 

48. The delegation of Indonesia, which was co-sponsoring draft resolution 
A/C.3/34/L.39 on the International Youth Year hoped that it would be adopted by 
consensus. 

49. Mrs. RAHMAN (Bangladesh) said that more than 50 per cent of the population of 
her country were under 25 years of age. To organize that vast population of young 
people for the country's socio-economic development, the Government had established 
a Ministry of Youth Development and had drawn up various programmes whose main 
objective was to attempt to mobilize the potential capacity of young people who had 
hitherto been passed by, both in rural and urban areas. They were being offered 
vocational training and special services, and were being helped to engage in 
various income-generating activities. One project of that kind, which included 
training for skill development, income-generating activities, social services and 
family planning, was being conducted with assistance from the United Nations Fund 
for Population Activities. The project envisaged forming some 1,300 youth groups 
before June 1980. 

50. Her delegation shared the Secretary-General's view that 1985 should be 
designated International Youth Year; that year marked the twentieth anniversary of 
the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect 
and Understanding between People. The International Year could be a useful means 
of co-ordinating various youth development activities at the local, national, 
regional and international levels. Her delegation considered that it would be 
useful to establish an Advisory Committee to formulate specific programmes for the 
Year, based on the Secretary-General's proposal in document A/34/468. 

51. The success of the Year would largely depend on communication with young 
people. In that respect her delegation supported the expansion of internship 
programmes in the United Nations, particularly for young people from developing 
countries, as well as a review of the relationship between regional commissions 
and various non-governmental institutions dealing with young people. 

52. Mr. RAKOTOZAFY (Madagascar) supported the Secretary-General's proposal to 
have 1985 designated as International Youth Year. It would permit assessment of 
progress on the subject and would allow future activities to be planned. The 
proposal reflected the desire of young people and nations throughout the world, 
especially in the developing countries, who aspired to a more just and equitable 
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international society. In that spirit, his delegation had sponsored draft 
resolution A/C.3/34/L.39 and supported specific proposals in document A/34/468. 

53. Young people made up 65 per cent of the population of Madagascar, which meant 
that the Government was actively concerned with education and its integration in 
the national development process. For that purpose, provision had been made to 
change the system of education, rehabilitate unemployed youth and establish 
training centres throughout the country. 

54. His delegation appreciated the collaboration of UNESCO and of the Interagency 
Task Force, composed of officials of the Secretariat and of the specialized 
agencies, in the establishment of the National Centre for Youth Training in 
Madagascar. The Centre, which was part of the educational system, was intended for 
the training of rural supervisors and elementary school teachers. 

55. Mr. JITOKO (Fiji) said that 60 per cent of Fiji's population were under 
24 years of age and 25 per cent were in the 15-24 age group. Fiji fully realized 
the necessity of involving youth in the task of national development and, through 
that, in the promotion of international co-operation in the spirit of the Charter 
of the United Nations. Development Plan 7 emphasized the role of youth in rural 
development and in national development activities. It was hoped that, eventually, 
young people would also participate in international activities. 

56. It seemed logical that, after celebrating the International Year of the Child, 
the United Nations should proclaim International Youth Year, stressing education 
and the social role of youth but without losing sight of the role of the family as 
a unit. In 1976, his delegation had expressed some reservations concerning the 
financial implications of the International Year of the Child and its 
implementation. Those reservations had proved to be not completely unfounded, 
because of the non-existence of institutions to implement the relevant decisions. 
The situation was different in the case of youth. 

57. In the region to which Fiji belonged, the Asian-Pacific Youth Forum had met 
six times since its inception in 1976. It had reached the conclusion that good 
relations and co-operation among youth organizations of different regions could do 
much to promote social justice and peace in the world. 

58. His delegation supported the measures to implement the Declaration on the 
Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding 
between Peoples contained in document E/CN.S/575, as well as the guidelines for the 
improvement of channels of communication with youth, contained in document 
A/34/199. It was important to set up regional bodies that would co-operate with 
each other and with the various United Nations organs and non-governmental 
institutions and organizations providing services to youth. 

59. Mr. OKOTH (Uganda) said that the hope for the future well-being of nations lay 
in improving the situation of youth. Young people had thus far been unable to 
become fully integrated members of social, economic and political institutions, 
mainly because of cultural prejudices. It was imperative that legislation 
reoriented to the new perception of youth should be enacted and strictly enforced. 
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That would not be possible until citizens were educated regarding the benefits of 
the change and young people were educated about their rights and obligations. 

60. His delegation considered it important that nations should draw up programmes 
for youth catering to all aspects of their existence and that there should be a 
system of co-ordination at the national, regional and international levels for the 
exchange of ideas and experience. It should be stressed that young people had a 
right to free education. Such education should be consistent with national 
requirements, particularly in developing countries, for the prevention of 
unemployment. 

61. Uganda supported the proclamation of International Youth Year as a beginning 
to the solution of problems related to youth. It believed that the Year would help 
to consolidate the efforts of States to integrate youth in the process of social 
development. 

62. Mrs. AKAMATSU (Japan) noted that over half of the world's population was under 
25 years of age and that, particularly in the developing countries, that percentage 
was likely to increase in the years ahead. In various resolutions over the past 
15 years, the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council had acknowledged 
the importance of the needs and aspirations of young people. 

63. Japan recognized the responsible role which young people, as the leaders of 
the future, would have to play in all areas. Her delegation therefore supported 
the proclamation of International Youth Year and the Secretary-General's proposal 
to designate 1985 for its observance. The title proposed by the Secretary-General, 
namely, "International Youth Year: Development and Peace", was also appropriate. 

64. Her delegation supported the Secretary-General's recommendation, in document 
A/34/468, paragraph 26, that a single large-scale conference or assembly on the 
over-all theme of the Year should not be held. It also viewed with interest the 
proposals and suggestions of the Secretary-General contained in paragraphs 27 
to 29. With regard to paragraph 30, her delegation believed that special attention 
should be given, inter alia, to the importance of the education and training of 
youth with the objective of increasing agricultural and food production in the 
developing countries in order to strengthen national self-reliance. 

65. Her delegation was eager to participate in the activities of the Advisory 
Committee proposed in draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.l9, to the establishment of which 
Japan attached great importance. 

66. Mrs. FLOREZ (Cuba) said that the United Nations should study the situation of 
youth and draw up a policy for promoting the participation of youth in the 
transformation of social structures which did not at present fulfil their needs. 
That would involve not making adolescents conform to unjust structures but trying 
to establish a national and international basis for promoting and guiding the 
struggle of youth against colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, racial 
discrimination and social inequality. It was also important to foster the 
participation of youth in the process of national development. 
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67. In studying the problems that most affect young people in developed capitalist 
countries, such as unemployment, drug abuse and juvenile delinquency, it must be 
borne in mind that such problems were merely a reflection of those affecting the 
society as a whole. As a result of colonialism, those problems also occurred in 
under-developed countries. 

68. In Cuba, more than half the population was under 25 years of age and was 
participating enthusiastically in building a socialist society. Young people were 
being educated in the ideals of peace, justice and international solidarity, and 
many young Cubans had served voluntarily in other countries, particularly as 
teachers, doctors, construction workers and technicians, and also in the defence 
against foreign aggression. 

69. In 1978, Cuba had promulgated the Childhood and Youth Code, an important 
instrument which institutionalized, in a body of laws, the right of the youngest 
segment of its society to a full life. The Code set forth systematically the 
rights and obligations of children and young people in the construction of a new 
society. More than 5 million people had actively participated in the deliberations 
on the drafting of the Code. Also in 1978, Cuba had acted as host to the eleventh 
World Festival of Youth and Students, in which 18,500 young people from 
145 countries had participated. Through that event, young people from all over the 
world had contributed to the struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism 
and racial discrimination and in favour of peace and justice for all mankind. 

70. Her Government had expressed its support for the observance of an 
International Youth Year, which could provide a suitable framework for stimulating 
a variety of initiatives and activities in favour of youth, particularly if 
Governments translated their support into specific measures. The Year would also 
help to foster exchanges of experience among the youth of all countries through 
meetings, seminars, symposia and encounters of various kinds and regional 
conferences on such topics as the right of young people to education, work, sports 
and culture. 

71. Her delegation would resolutely co-operate in any activities that would 
promote exchanges, co-operation and solidarity among youth, and it wished to become 
a sponsor of draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.39. 

72. Mr. KAMBIA (Togo) said that his country, where over half of the population was 
under the age of 20, used the dynamic elements of youth in the process of economic 
and social development. Togolese youth was involved in all sectors of national 
life. Politically, young people were represented in the highest organ of the party 
and were thus able to participate in formulating the country's domestic and foreign 
policies, which were based on the unity of all Togolese, on peace and on the 
establishment of close relations of friendship and good-neighbourliness among all 
States. In the economic and social field, young people were very much involved in 
all development efforts and had taken part in the educational reform, the agrarian 
reform, the functional literacy campaign and the drafting of the family code. 
Togolese youth also participated in sporting and cultural activities, and 
technical, political and civic seminars organized with State support ensured their 
promotion. 
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73. His delegation believed that programmes relating to youth should be national 
and should provide for regional and international exchanges through regional 
commissions. At the national level, programmes should be aimed at employing young 
people and integrating them in the development process. Through the relevant 
organizations, the United Nations should provide support to youth organizations in 
respect of co-ordination and training. 

74. His delegation, which had supported General Assembly resolutions 32/134 and 
33/7, also supported the proposal that 1985 should be designated as International 
Youth Year and that its full title should be "International Youth Year: 
Development and Peace". With regard to practical arrangements, each country should 
set up a national co-ordination committee for the Year, and seminars and cultural 
and sporting events should be organized at the regional and international levels; 
for that reason, it would be necessary for the General Assembly to appoint an 
Advisory Committee. Togo was a sponsor of draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.39 and hoped 
that the Committee would adopt it by consensus. 

75. Mr. SREBREV (Bulgaria) said that young people and students contributed 
actively to world peace and were participating in efforts to prevent another world 
war, deepen detente, foster understanding among peoples, achieve international 
peace and security, halt the arms race and eliminate all forms of social and racial 
discrimination. The problems of youth could be solved only through profound social 
and economic changes, in which young people themselves must participate. 

76. In the People's Republic of Bulgaria, young people truly participated in 
political and social affairs, and the 1971 Constitution guaranteed genuine 
political, social and economic rights for them, such as the right to work, leisure, 
education and cultural development. Recently, the Central Committee of the 
Bulgarian Communist Party had created a special commission to co-ordinate 
activities related to youth problems. Bulgarian youth contributed actively to 
international co-operation among youth organizations and was educated in the spirit· 
of freedom and peace in accordance with the Declaration on the Promotion among 
Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding between Peoples. 

77. His Government supported the proclamation of International Youth Year, althougH 
it believed that the growing number of United Nations decades, years and world · 
conferences might reduce their effectiveness and significance. The observance of 
the Year should be planned carefully and on a broad basis, with the participation 
of recognized youth organizations. To ensure the success of the Year, it was 
essential to deal with problems of genuine concern to Youth and to all mankind, 
such as the safeguarding of international peace and security; the deepening of 
detente and the cessation of the arms race; the struggle against racism and 
colonialism and for national independence and the establishment of the new 
international economic order; and the struggle against capitalist exploitation, 
insufficiency of educational resources and unemployment and for the defence of 
fundamental democratic rights and freedoms. 
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78. Mr. RAMAZANI (Zaire) said that his country attached great importance to 
questions relating to youth in the fields of politics, mobilization of the nation 
and governmental activities. There was a national organization responsible for 
involving young people in the country's development effort and ensuring their 
representation in international activities relating to youth organizations. With 
respect to mobilization of the nation, 14 October had been declared "National Youth 
Day". The Department of Youth and Sports and the Department of Education also 
promoted the development and training of young people in order to guarantee their 
future. 

79. Despite ideological, political and social differences between States, the 
objectives and duties of young people were basically the same: to end the arms 
race and the threat of war, raise living standards, eliminate poverty and ignorance 
and establish links of friendship, mutual respect and understanding among nations. 

80. The proclamation of International Youth Year was a good opportunity to seek 
solutions to youth problems at the local, regional and international levels, taking 
into account the experience gained from other international years. Special 
attention should be devoted to national and local programmes, and the international 
organizations concerned with the youth problems should therefore organize 
conferences and meetings in order to find solutions not only in relation to the 
Year but also in relation to development and peace in general. 

81. His delegation, which was a sponsor of draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.39, hoped 
that it would be adopted by consensus. 

82. Miss ANDERSON (Guyana) expressed the view that young people should be involved 
at all levels in formulating policies and programmes relating to youth, since they 
constituted the most valuable resource for development. Young people comprised the 
greater part of her country's population. Guyana prepared its youth by ensuring 
their involvement in national development. Education was entirely free, and 
Independence Week was dedicated to youth. The Government of Guyana was committed 
to completing by 1980 a Young People's Co-operative Palace for the promotion of 
activities of interest and benefit to youth. 

83. Her delegation believed that youth should be provided with an opportunity to 
be educated in the principles of co-operation and respect among peoples. It was in 
that light that it interpreted the activities of UNESCO referred to in document 
A/CN. 5/575. 

84. Her delegation would favour the designation of 1985 as International Youth 
Year, since that year would mark the twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on 
the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding 
between Peoples. The observance of the Year would serve to focus international 
attention on the specific needs and problems of youth, with a view to elaborating 
programmes to enhance their participation in development. Activities for the Year 
should be concentrated primarily at the national level and supported by regional 
and international action. The full title of "International Youth Year: 
Development and Peace" was appropriate and in keeping with the principles of the 
Charter. 
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85. The CHAIRMAN announced that Bhutan, Cuba, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Turkey, Uganda and the Upper Volta had become sponsors of draft resolution 
A/C.3/34/L.39. 

86. Mr. O'DONOVAN (Ireland) said that a number of delegations had taken part in 
the consultations on draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.39, and he hoped that they would 
be able to discuss with the sponsors the suggestions that had been made. 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

87. The CHAIRMAN suggested, at the request of a number of delegations which were 
preparing a draft resolution, that the Committee should extend the deadline for the 
submission of draft resolutions under items 72 and 81 to Wednesday, 21 November, 
at 11 a.m. 

88. It was so decided. 

89. The CHAIRMAN announced that at the morning meeting on Wednesday, 21 November, 
the representative of Romania would introduce draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.39, 
and document A/C.3/34/L.38 would also be considered. Subitems (a) (b), (c), (d) 
and (e) of item 80 would then be introduced. The general debate on item 80 would 
begin at the afternoon meeting on 21 November and would continue at the morning 
meeting on Friday, 23 November. 

The meeting rose at 6.10 p.m. 




