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The meeting was called to order at 10.45 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 76: WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
(E/CN.5/557 and Add.l-3; A/34/389 and Corr.l) 

AGENDA ITEM 77: D1PLEBENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON SOCIAL PROGRESS AND 
DEVELOPtlliNT: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (E/CN.5/563) 

1. Mr. RIPERT (Under-Secretary-General for International Economic and Social 
Affairs), introducing agenda items 76 and 77, reminded the Committee that the 
General Assembly had at its preceding session decided that the report on the world 
social situation and the report on the implementation of the Declaration on Social 
Progress and Development should be considered in the context of the preparation of 
the new international development strategy. The central theme of the Report on the 
vTorld Social Situation was equity, both among and within countries. The report 
examined the issues of population, work opportunities and unemployment, growth, 
income distribution, private consumption and the production and distribution of 
social services. 

2. It was clear from the Declaration on Social Progress and Development that 
social progress in its broadest sense required development in terms of the most 
critical elements of people's well-being, namely, food, health, housing, education, 
income and employment. The report therefore concentrated on assessing progress in 
those areas, underlining, however, that non->,laterial factors were also of crucial 
importance to the well-being of men and women. Unfortunately, the statistical data 
available were not always entirely satisfactory for the purpose of analysing and 
assessing social pro~ress and development. With regard to some social concerns, 
rough estimates had to be relied on. In other sectors, the available data were 
sometimes very old. However, the difficulties that arose in reviewing and 
appraising general trends in social progress and development were only partly due to 
such shortcomings in the statistical data base. They were also due to the diversity 
of conditions prevailing in different parts of the world. Nevertheless, it was safe 
to say that living conditions throughout the world around 1978 were as full of 
contrasts as they had been at the beginning of the 1970s, as stated in the Report 
on the 1-Jorld Social Situation. 

3. According to the calculations of his Department, the rate of growth in the 
gross domestic product of the developing countries would probably prove to be 
between 5.5 and 5.7 per cent for the Decade. It should be noted, hovever, that the 
growth achieved by the developing countries during the preceding two years had been 
substantially lower than their performance during the first half of the Decade and 
that the immediate prospects were very disturbing. Moreover, there had been little 
change in ·the gap in per capita gross domestic product betw-een the developing and 
the developed countries, which was still in the ratio of 1:12. 

4. It had often been said that economic growth was a necessary but not sufficient 
condition for social progress and development. It was, therefore, a cause of grave 
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concern that the growth rates for output had been particularly disappointing in the 
most seriously affected and least developed countries. 'Ihe slow pace of progress in 
their agricultural and food production, which was attributable only in part to 
natural disasters~ explained why the majority of the world's poor were to be found 
in the rural areas of the low-income countries. 

5. The economic growth achieved by the developing countries, although limited, had 
enabled them to make social progress in some important sectors. Genuine progress 
had been made in the fields of education and health, and in the production and 
consumption of modern goods and services. However, those achievements had too often 
remained concentrated in a few urban-ind~stri3l areas. A large proportion of public 
expenditure on education had been devoted to secondary and higher levels, while the 
number of illiterates continued to increase. Similarly, government expenditure on 
health had been several times greater in urban areas than in rural areas. The 
underlying reasons for the trend towards the excessive concentration of development 
were complex, but one might be singled out: a substantial portion of the economic 
growth of the developing countries was being produced with imported technologies, 
which were generally designed or developed to meet the specific purposes of 
developed countries and reflected conditions of production in those countries. 

6. The developed countries whose economies continued to have a considerable impact 
on the world economy had experienced deceleration in the rate of their economic 
grov~h during the period under review. In the developed market economies, the 
slower pace of growth had been accompanied by increasing rates of unemployment and 
sustained high inflation. At the same time, the developed countries wer~ 
confronting new social problems, such as rising rates of delinquency, and signs of 
dissatisfaction with the prevailing patterns of production and consumption. ~1ajor 

changes in life-style in the developed countries were therefore a prerequisite for 
sustained development in the developing countries and would make it possible to 
avoid increasingly serious confrontations over access to natural resources, which 
had too often been wasted by the developed countries. As an example, it was 
sufficient to mention the long overdue recognition by the industrialized countries 
of the need for a less energy-intensive growth pattern. 

7. The world social situation thus continued to be marked by persistent 
socio-economic disparities between countries, economic sectors, rural and urban 
areas, and different population groups. A number of development scenarios suggested 
that even considerably accelerated rates of economic growth in future might not be 
sufficient to eliminate poverty by the end of the century, given the existing 
distribution of economic activities and decision-making power. Far-reaching 
structural reforms and policy measures were required at both the national and 
international levels to promote the accelerated development of the developing 
countries in order to meet the needs of all. 

8. Although there could be no single development path and it was for each 
sovereign State to choose the path most suited to its needs, there was growing 
recognition that a more participatory approach to development might facilitate the 
attainment of accelerated grov1th and more equitc.blc development. Given the 
circumstances prevailing in a large part of the developing world, the primary aim of 
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popular participation in development was to harness all available human resources 
through the creation of more op~ortunities for productive and remunerative 
employment. 

9. It was also recognized that the concerns for increasing production for better 
distribution of growth should not be separated from each other. Efforts to that 
end were already being made by many Governments; for example, high priority was 
being accorded to integrated rural development, and emphasis was being placed on 
community self-reliance in the organization and delivery of social services. 
Increasing attention vas being given to the special needs of the most vulnerable 
groups, as shown by the intention of the General Assembly to proclaim an 
International Year for Disabled Persons. 

10. The need for efforts to promote development inviting broad participation by 
young people was being recognized. If the General Assembly so decided, 1985 might 
be designated International Youth Year, and that development should make it possible 
to devote considerable attention to policies and measures designed to improve 
employment prospects and the situation of young people in developing countries. 

11. Hith regard to the situation of women in developing cct:ntries, the Preparatory 
Committee for the IA!orld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women had 
proposed to discard the concept of "women's integration", which it considered too 
passive, and to speak instead of "more active and full participation of women in 
development 11

• Women in the poorest and most numerous strata of society in the third 
world, who were responsible for housework, childbearing and the upbringing of 
children, farm work and paid work outside, could hardly be considered insufficiently 
integrated. Hhat was required was measures to ease and balance their work-load, 
increase their productivity and ensure them fairer remuneration, and, finally, 
ensure their real participation in collective decision-making. 

12. Experience had shown that in order to attain social progress and development 
the trickle-down effect of economic growth alone could not be relied upon. 
Accordingly, public authorities in all countries had increasingly assumed 
responsibility for correcting the greatest inequalities and had thereafter adopted 
policies designed to prevent structural imbalances and maladjustments. In the same 
way, the development of the developing countries could not be a simple by-product of 
grmrth in the developed countries. Deliberate action by Hember States was necessary 
to restructure the old system of international economic relations so as to make it 
both more effective and more equitable. The expansion of agricultural production 
and the promotion of industrialization in developing countries could be greatly 
accelerated by measures undertaken -vrithin the frame1vork of the new international 
development strategy. As matters stood, increased transfers of resources from North 
to South were needed to help the developing countries to overcome their balance-of
payments difficulties and sustain a continuously growing investment effort. A very 
substantial increase in official development assistance was needed, and the share of 
the transfer of resources from North to South which took the form of concessional 
finance vrould have to increase, instead of declining, as was currently the case. 
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13. The close link between economic and social factors made it necessary to 
appraise and assess policy measures, both national and international, not only in 
economic terms but also in terms of their social repercussions and their effect on 
the environment. In order to make such assessments, one needed to have social 
indicators, statistics, basic data and integrated data systems which included 
economic, demographic, social and environmental data and their inter-linkages. 

14. Turning to an organizational matter, he reminded the Committee that on the 
completion of building facilities at the Vienna International Centre, the 
Secretary-General had designated 15 September 1979 as the official date for the 
transfer of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs from 
New York to Vienna. He 1v-as pleased to report that the move of the Centre's staff 
to Vienna had gone smoothly and that the phased plan of action approved by the 
General Assembly in resolution 31/194 for the gradual utilization of premises and 
conference facilities at the International Centre had been implemented vrith the 
necessary flexibility. 

Hr. Sobhy (Egypt) took the Chair. 

AGENDA ITEH 83: OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COiiJMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES: 
REPORT OF THE HIGH COr~1ISSIONER (continued) (A/34/12 and Add.l, A/34/58, 385, 
389 and Corr.l, 627; A/C.3/34/7-8; A/C.3/34/1.35, 1.36, 1.37) 

15. Hr. KASEl1SRI (Thailand) informed the Committee that the sponsors of draft 
resolution A/C.3/34/1.37 had decided to add to paragraph 6, after the word 
11priority", the phrase, 11without prejudice to assistance provided to refugees and 
country programmes in other regions". 

16. The sponsors of the draft resolution appealed to the members of the Committee 
to ensure that the draft resolution was adopted by consensus. 

17. l!1rs. DUNG (Viet Nam) assured the Chairman of her complete co-operation and 
said that she was happy to be able to support the draft resolutions submitted under 
agenda item 83. Nevertheless, she had an objection to make concerning the amendment 
to paragraph 5 proposed by the United Kingdom representative, and was sorry that 
she had been unable to state it at the preceding meeting, as she had intended. 
The addition of the words "and adjacent territories 11 was not justified, in her view. 
It was not for the Committee to discuss matters that 1v-ere within the competence 
of the High Commissioner, to single out any specific refugee situation or to give 
priority to any particular case. The draft resolution was a continuation of the 
report of the Secretary-General on the Heeting on Refugees and Displaced Persons 
in South-East Asia (A/34/627). Horeover, the representative of Thailand had 
quite rightly said, w·hen introducing the draft resolution on behalf of the 
sponsors, that it would facilitate the implementation of the measures advocated 
in the Secretary-General's report. 

18. She understood the United Kingdom representative's wish to have ref~gees 
from other territories mentioned, but she suggested that it >vould be pre~able to 
prepare another document for that purpose. She therefore hoped that draft 
resolution A/C. 3/34/1.37 would be adopted without the United Kingdom amendment. 
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19. The CHAilli~W pointed out that, at the preceding meeting, the Secretary of the 
Committee had announced that the UnitPd Kingdom amendments -vmuld be included in 
the new version of the draft resolution; he requested confirmation from the 
representative of Thailand that those amendments had been accepted by the sponsors. 

20. Hr. KASEi'iSRI (Thailand) replied that he had stated, on behalf of the sponsors, 
that the amendments by the United Kingdom representative were acceptable if 
other delegations had no objection. It Has regrettable that the Vietnamese 
delegation had not spoken at the preceding meeting; had it done so, the draft 
resolution would not have been distributed >·rith the United Kingdom amendments. 

21. Mr. PAPADElii.AS (Secretary of the Committee) explained that the United Kingdom 
representative had made t>vo proposals, which had been slightly modified by the 
Australian delegation. Since no reservations had been expressed, it had been 
concluded that the Committee tacitly accepted them. 

22. Hr. EDIS (United Kingdom) said that he had proposed his amendment to 
paragraph 5 for the sake of accuracy. In the South-East Asian region there were 
a number of British territories to w·hich there •-ms a growing influx of refugees. 
In mentioning the ;'adjacent territoriPs", his amendment followed the report of 
the Secretary-General on the Geneva Heeting (A/34/627), in 1-rhich the problem was 
mentioned, notably in paragraph 10. Since the draft resolution also dealt with 
the responsibilities of thP Office of the High Commissioner, it was relevant to 
point out that several paragraphs in the report of the High Commissioner 
(A/34/12), as on pages 36 and 37, also referred to that problem, to Hhich his 
delegation 1-rished to dra-vr attention. It -vms for purely humanitarian reasons that 
his delegation had uanted the draft resolution to cover the refugee problem in the 
whole of the region. 

2 3. If he had chosen to refer in his amendment to dterri tories 11 rather than 
17 COuntries ;; , that was because there were in fact a number of "territories" in that 
region, some of them under British sovereignty. 

24. Hr. HASSA (Jordan) said that his delegation was greatly concerned by the 
problem of refugees throughout the world, and in particular in Palestine, and 
therefore wished to join the sponsors of the three draft resolutions. 

25. Hr. ABOUL-ASSIZ (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) pointed out that draft resolution 
A/C.3/34/L.36 had been submitted by the entire African Group, whereas the text 
of the draft resolution gave a list of sponsoring countries and made no mention 
of the African Group. 

26. Mrs. DUUG (Viet Nam) pointed out that her delegation had shovm its sincere 
desire to co-operate during the consideration at the previous meeting of draft 
resolutions A/C. 3/34/L. 35, L. 36 and L. 37, 1-rhich had been considered simultaneously. 
However, significant amendments had been submitted orally, in particular with 
reference to draft resolution 1.37, which made their consideration difficult. Such 
important matters should be studied vrithout haste and with the greatest care. 
She reminded the Chairman that she had in vain requested the floor at the previous 
meeting to present her delegation 1 s vie>-rs on draft resolution L. 37. She proposed 
that, in the interest of clarity, the Committee should study the draft 
resolutions in succession. 
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27. Uith regard to the United Kingdom amendment, her delegation did not wish to 
enter into a discussion of substance but was ready to do so at the Chairman's 
invitation. 

28. The CHAIRHA.i'if apologized for having inadvertently not given the floor to the 
representative of Viet Nam at the previous meeting. He agreed to consider the 
draft resolutions in succession and invited the delegation of Viet Ham to present 
its comments on draft resolution L.37 immPdiately if it so wished. 

29. I-1r. PAPADEiiJ.AS (Secretary of thP Committee) announced that Jordan and Liberia 
had joined the sponsors of the draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.35, that Jordan, Lesotho 
and Liberia had joined the sponsors of draft resolution L.37, and that Jordan, 
Lesotho, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand had joined the sponsors of draft 
resolution L.36. In reply to the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya> 
he said that it vas general practice in the General A.ssembly to list all of the 
sponsors of the draft resolution on the text of the draft. Furthermore, the 
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand -vrere sponsors of draft resolution L. 36 but did 
not belong to the African Group. 

30. :Mr. NY.Al'JEKYE (Ghana) said that his delegation had joined the sponsors of 
draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.36. 

31. J1r. ABOUL-ASSIZ (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), spealdng on behalf of the African 
Group, requested that, in viev of vrhat the Secretary of the Committee had just 
said, all of the African States without exception should be listed as sponsors of 
draft resolution L.36. 

32. Mr. OULD SID 1 AHMED VALL (1,1auritania) and llrs. RICHTER (Ar€;entina) said that 
the Committee might establish a dangerous precedent if it did not allm.,r a draft 
resolution to be submitted by a group of countries. 

.. 
33. The CHAIR!'!.AN said that he entirely agreed vith the view expressed by the 
representatives of Hauri tania and Argentina. He pointed out, h01.,rever, that the 
problem had already arisen during the thirty-second session of the General Assembly. 
The decision taken at that time had been to indicate the names of all of the 
sponsors of a draft resolution. In order to avoid any doubt on the subject, the 
Secretary of the Comnittee had requested the competent bodies of the Secretariat 
to study the problem. 

34. Furthermore, the Vietnamese delegation had requested that each of the three 
draft resolutions should be considered in succession and he therefore suggested 
that the Committee should begin consideration of draft A/C.3/34/L.35. 

35. Hr. PAPADm·IAS (Secretary of the Committee) said that the Secretariat of the> 
General Assembly had agreed to allow draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.36 to be 
submitted on ~ehalf of the African Group and to list the three other countries 
as sponsors as well. 
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3&. )11r·. KASEHSTII (Thailand) requested the Chairman to state how, in his view, 
the Committee shotlld proceed 11ith regard to the three draft resolutions before it. 

3"{. The CH.AIRJ'iJAiil answered that it uas not up to him to decide on the procedure 
to. follou. The rr.embers of the Committee l·rould have to decide whether they 
wished to adopt the three draft resolutions by consensus or consider each one 
separately. 

38. ivlr. KASEl1SRI (Thailand) stressed that it would be useful for the Committee 
to have the Chairman 1 s vie1vs on the procedure to be followed and that the 
sponsors of draft resolution A/C. 3/34/L. 37 wished, for their part, to have the 
three draft resolutions adopted simultaneously. 

39. l'1rs. vUWZAZI (ITorocco), speaking on a point of order, said that matters 
should not be allowed to teccrre unduly complicated. She proposed that the first 
two draft resolutions, namely, A/C.3/34/L.35 and 1.36, which caused no problem, 
should be adopted by consensus and the Committee could then consider draft 
resolution A/C. 3/34/L. 37, vrhich vrs.s more sensitive. 

40. The CHAIRJ'TAl\T nointed out that, \•Then the Vietnamese delegation had requested 
that the oraft resolutions should be examined separately, that request had met 
with no opjection. The Committee should therefore indicate clearly what its 
intentiois uere. 

41. • l1fr. SAIGNAVONG (Lao Democratic People 1 s Republic) requested the Chairman to 
invite the delege.tions concerned to hold informal consultations on the subject of 
draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.37 so that the Cormmittee could quickly reach a 
consensus on the text. 

42. f1r. KASEIISRI (Thailand) regretted that he had failed to express himself 
clearly. He had requested thP Chairman to use his good offices to assist in 
solving the difficulties surrounding draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.37. To his 
l;;:novledge, that request had not been answerRd. 

43. The CHAIW~AN said that he had not felt it necessary to respond to the 
req_uest made by the representative of Thailand, since he had hoped not to have to 
speruc on the subject. However, since the representative of Thailand had urged 
that the three draft resolutions should be considered together, he req_uested the 
representatives of Thailand, Viet l•Tam, the United Kingdom and Afghanistan to 
hold informal consultations uith him and he suspended the meeting. 

The meeting \vas suspended at 12.20 p.m. and resumed at 12.55 p.m. 

44. The CHAimtAIJ hoped that the exchange of views just held had enabled 
delegations to clarifY their positions and that the Committee was ready to adopt 
the thrPe draft resolutions bPfore it by consensus, Hith the understanding that, 
if delegations had rPservations, they could present them in their explanations 
of vote. He lvould therefore take it, if he heard no objection, that the 
Cominittee vlished to adopt draft resolutions A/C. 3/34/L. 35, 36 and 37 by 
consensus. 

45. It was so decided. 
I ... 
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46. Draft resolutions A/C.3/34/1.35, 1.36 and 1.37 were adopted by consensus. 

47. Hr. FAURIS (France) was pleased to note that draft resolution A/C.3/34/1.37, 
submitted by the countries of the geographical region concerned, had been 
adopted 1-rithout a vote. His delegation, although it approved the draft 
resolution, felt nevertheless that the text adopted lacked balance. It had 
communicated its concPrns to the sponsors, ivho had seeW'd willing to take them 
into consideration. Unfortunately, they had not done so. His delegation had 
pointed out that, in the operative part of the draft resolution, paragraph 4 
dealt with the countries of origin and paragraph 5 with the resettlement 
countries but no part of the draft resolution referred to the countries of first 
asylum. His delegation had therefore proposed the insertion of a ~aragraph on 
the following lines: 

"Welcomes the efforts of the countries of first asylum and invites them 
to continue, within the limits of their capabilities, to grant temporary 
asylum to the refugees, until, through liaison with the services of UNHCR 
and in co-operation vTith the resettlement countries, durable solutions 
for their cases are found. 1

' 

His delegation was sorry that the draft amendment had not been accepted and 
wished to see its concerns reflected in the summary record. 

48. Hr. OKOTH (Uganda) said that his delegation had supported the three draft 
resolutions, and had even joined the sponsors of A/C.3/34/1.35 and 1.36. His 
delegation was all the more gratified at the adoption of those three resolutions 
by consensus since it represented a country where the problem of refugees 1vas 
particularly acute. Hundreds of Uf,andan nationals had fled their country during 
the eight years of the repressive Amin Dada regime. The tragic fate of the 
South-East Asian refugees should not overshadow the equally cruel fate of those 
Ugandan nationals. His delegation appreciated the efforts of UNHCR to come to 
their aid. He recalled, however, that of the ')13 million required for UNHCR's 
relief project for Uganda, barely ~;2 million had been realized. He made a 
further appeal to the international community to contribute generously to the 
cause of Ugandan refuc;ees. Uganda vrould continue to support UNHCR' s activities 
as far as its own reconstruction effort 1-rould allou. 

49. Hr. ROHEEN (Afghanistan) requested that his delegation's serious 
reservations on the preambular and operative paragraphs of draft resolution 
A/C. 3/34/1.35, lvhich he had explained in his statement during the debate on 
agenda item 83, appear in the summary record. 

50. t1r. '\,JANG Jie-Chen (China) said that his delegation approved of the three draft 
resolutions considered. The aim of draft resolution A/C.3/34/1.37 submitted by 
the ASEAN countries was to appeal to the international community to increase its 
humanitarian aid to refugees in Indo-China. His delegation thanked those 
countries for their efforts. The draft resolution could not, of course, give an 
account of every aspect of the problem posed by the situation of the refugees in 
Indo-China. His delegation remained convinced that the problem would only be 
solved when its root causes - military conflicts for which South-East Asia 
served as a cockpit - were tackled. His delegation would continue to work 
tmmrds that end. 
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51. I1r. CHALJ\l1ILA (U·lited RPpublic of Tanzania) rPmarked that Thailand 1 s amendment 
to paragraph 6 of draft resolution A/C. 3/34/L. 37 did not change the substance of 
that paragraph in any vray. Hhile the international community was rightly concerned 
by the human drama unfolding in South-East Asia, that drama vras, nevertheless, one 
aspect of the over-all problem of refugees. It should not be forgotten that 
Africa alone accounted for half of the total number of refugees. Tanzania had 
200,000 refugees, uhich constituted a heavy burden on its economy. According to 
doc1~ent A/34/12/Add.l, soree $50 million had been set aside for relief programmes 
for Africa in 1980. Hhilst that represented an increase over previous years, it 
scarcely reflected the magnitude of the problem. Commitments to Kampuchean 
refugees amounting to ;;;210 million had been made a week earlier, at the time of 
the Pledging Conference for Emergency Humanitarian Relief to the People of 
Kampuchea. Of that total ::;6o million 1wuld be allocated to Thailand and would 
benefit some 300,000 refugees. It required no mathematical genius to realize 
that that sum was far removed from the $50 million allocated to Africa. He 
trusted that efforts would be made to correct that imbalance in the future. 

52. l1rs. DUNG (Viet Nam) was convinced that all delegations were aw·are of the 
difficulties of UHHCH's humanitarian task. Her delegation had made strenuous 
efforts to ensure that the three draft resolutions could be adopted by consensus. 
Nevertheless, she had serious reservations about the words ''and adjacent 
territories 11 which had been included in paragraph 5 of draft resolution 
A/C. 3/34/L. 37 on thP initiative of the United Kingdom. Her delegation considered 
that that was a ne>v elemPnt which should be considered 1n a different setting. 

53. i'lr. EDIS (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) acknowledged 
the spirit of co-operation which members of the Committee had displayed in 
adopting draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.37 by consensus. The amendment to paragraph 5 
did not introduce any new elements, since that question had been considered by 
the United Nations Conference in GenPva in July. His delee:;ation ...vas gratified 
by the adoption of draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.36, but had reservations about the 
first paragraph which began Hith the words ;'Fully endorses .•. r;. He thought 
that tl1e vrording should have been more moderate. 

54. Hr. HOLLWAY (Australia) was satisfied by the consensus which had emerged on 
the three draft resolutions. His delegation attached particular importance to 
draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.37 which provided an excellent basis for continued 
activities in a field where renewed efforts -vrere more urgently required than 
ever. He joined those delegations vrhich had stated that the problem 1vould only 
become less pressing if all the countries involved - country of origin, country of 
first asylum and country of final settlement - continued to abide by the 
conclusions of the Geneva meeting. 

55. '1r. HARTLIHG (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) welcomed the 
adoption of the three resolutions • vrhich were so important for UliTHCR. He had 
carefully listened to all the statements and assured members of the Con~ttee that 
the role of UNHCR vras exclusively humanitarian and in no way political. He 
reminded delegations of the tvro basic principles of asylum and non-refoulement • 
and called upon all countries which had not yet done so to accede to the 1951 
Convention relatin~ to the Status of Refu~ees and the 1967 Protocol. He thanked 
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delegations for supporting UNHCR 's Hork at a time when the task it faced was 
becoming increasingly complex. The international community's support was vital 
for UNHCTI. It was equally important for the United Nations, for it was the 
concrete expression of the international community's solidarity with refugees. 
Any solution to the -vmrld' s refugee problem contributed to the advent of 
peace. 

56. Hr. FAURIS (France) recalled that his delegation had joined the sponsors of 
draft resolution A/C. 3/3'4-/L. 35 and therefore wished to see France appear among 
the sponsors of that draft resolution. 

The meeting rose at 1.25 ~.m. 




