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AGENDA ITElv:l 83: OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COI'iMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES: 
REPORT OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER (continued) (A/34/12 and Add.l, 58, 385, 389, 
and Corr.l, 627, A/C.3/34/7-8; A/C.3/34/L.35) 

l. Hr. VERKERCI\E (Belgium) said that if the High Commissioner's assistance 
measures were to be effective, the whole international community should ilork -eo 
protect refugees, respect the humanitarian and apolitical character of the High 
Commissioner's activities and make an adequate material contribution for those 
activities. 

2. Unless the principles of international protection for refugees, particularly 
the principles of asylum and non-refoulement -v1ere respected, it viaS virtually 
impossible for the High Commissioner to carry on his humanitarian work. In that 
connexion, his delegation hoped that more States would accede to the international 
legal instruments on that question, especially the 1951 Convention and 1967 
Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees. Respect for the principles of asylum 
and non-refoulement placed very heavy economic and social burdens on the country 
of first asyium~ and it was the duty of the ¥Thole international community to try 
to alleviate them. 

3. Voluntary repatriation was the best solution to the refugee problem. His 
delegation commended the Governments of Zaire and Angola and the Governments of 
Bangladesh and Burma for their constructive co-operation in resolving the refugee 
problems affecting them by that means. 

4. The increase in the High Commissioner's responsibilities also required 
that the international conwunity should increase its support. His country, which 
-vms a traditional country of asylum for refugees, vas endeavouring to increase its 
assistance in that sphere. In 1979 the Government had adopted the following 
measures: it had given the High Commissioner a special contribution of 20 million 
francs and 1,500 tons of wheat for refugees from Zaire and Angola; it had decided 
to resettle in Belgium a further 2,000 Indochinese refugees and had appropriated 
156 million francs for that purpose; it had issued abo~t 1,000 visas to enable 
the families of refugees from Indo-China to be reunited and that number \Wuld rise 
substantially when the agreement concluded between the High Commissioner and the 
Government of Viet Nam on emigration for humanitarian reasons was implemented; it 
had granted asylum in its territory to refugees picked up by Belgian ships and had 
reserved 200 visas for refugees who had been rescued at sea by ships of other 
nationalities and were unable to find asylum elsewhere~ and it had offered to 
resettle 200 unaccompanied children with a view to their adoption by Belgian 
families. At the forthcoming annual Pledging Conference Belgium would announce a 
doubling of its contribution to the High Commissioner's programmes for refugees. 
It hoped that that Conference would provide an opportunity for more States to give 
practical proof of their interest in a matter that was of concern to everyone. 

5. Hr. vJIESNER (Austria) said that his Government uas convinced that adequate 
relief to the masses of uprooted people throughout the world could be provided 
only if all countries, large and small, responded to the appeal made by the 



A/C.3/34/SR.45 
Ent;lish 
Page 3 

(Mr. Wiesner, Austria) 

Secretary~General and the High Commissioner to join in the international relief 
effort. In addition to monetary contributions~ there uas a 1dde range of measures 
that could and should be taken. 

6. Countries 'ilhich received a massive influx of refugees ouing to their 
geographical position should not feel deserted by the uorld community. In the 
period of political upheaval following the Second Horld Har his country had 
sustained an unprecedented influx of refugees and~ despite its limited material 
resources, had managed to cope with a problem of such raaeni tude thanks to its mm 
efforts and the feeling that it vas not alone in confronting that humanitarian task. 

7. His delegation expressed its appreciation to those countries that uere making 
enormous sacrifices to accommodate refugees and it appealed to all Governments 
concerned to provide at least temporary asylum for refugees, irrespective of their 
religious or political beliefs and their national or ethnic origin. 

8. His delegation stressed the Eportance of increasing the number of States 
Parties to the 1931 Convention and the 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of 
Refugees. The United Nations should also organize serrinars or other educational 
programmes for immigration officers and frontier police and should draw up a code 
of ccnduct for them. 

9· The handbook on procedures and criteria for the determination of refugee status 
that had been prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner was a first valuable 
step towards a unified approach to the application of the 1931 Convention and the 
1967 Protocol. His Government shared the regret of a number of countries at the 
failure to make serious endeavours to draft the convention on territorial asylum 
during the period under consideration. 

10. His country was fully implementing the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol 
Relating to the Status of Refugees. Under its law every refugee enjoyed treatment 
eQual to that accorded to its own citizens in economic and social matters. 
Measures were continually being taken at the legislative~ judicial and 
ao~inistrative levels to improve the status of refugees even beyond the standards 
set by those international instruments. 

ll. His delegation noted with appreciation that African countries were becoming 
increasingly aware that the refugee problem could be settled only with the active 
participation of countries in the region. The application of the 1969 OAU 
Convention and the result of the Pan-African Conference at Arusha demonstrated 
African countries 1 readiness to participate fully in the international relief 
effort. 

12. Hith regard to the difficult situation of the Indo-Chinese refugees~ his 
delegation commended the Secretary-General on his initiative in organizing the 
Geneva meeting at the ministerial level. That meetine had originally been proposed 
by the Austrian Foreign Minister in December 1978. His delegation supported the 
draft resolution vrhich was being submitted by the countries of first asylum in the 
region and expressed its solidarity with Thailand, which had provided refuge for 
hundreds of thousands of refugees from Laos and Kampuchea. 
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13. His delegation supported the High Commissioner's suggestion that voluntary 
repatriation lvas the most desirable solution for the refugee problem~ but it 
stressed that repatriation should be genuinely voluntary. Inter-State agreements 
should not be invoked to compel people to leave the country of asylum. 

14. His delegation was firmly convinced that the worl-. of the Executive Committee 
should not be politicized~ and it regretted that durinG the period under review 
political issues had been brought up in that Committee and that time had been 
wasted which could more usefully have been devoted to the Committee's own work. 

15. Mr. SHERIFIS (Cyprus) said that~ given the magnitude of the problem with I·Thich 
UNHCR was concerned, all States Members of the United Nations had a duty to provide 
the greatest possible assistance to that body. His delegation commended the work 
done by the Office of the High Commissioner and the assistance it had provided to 
refugees and displaced persons around the world 3 particularly in Asia~ Africa 
and Latin America. Cyprus had acceded to the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol 
Relating to the Status of Refugees~ and hoped that the number of States parties 
to those humanitarian instruments would increase. 

16. The only lasting solution to the question of refugees and displaced persons 
resided in refugees' exercise of their right to voluntary repatriation and 
displaced persons' exercise of their right to return to their homes and lands. That 
basic position of principle applied in southern Africa, Cyprus and in any other part 
of the world. The right of displaced persons to return to their homes and lands 
was established in many legal instruments relating to human rights 3 such as the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination~ the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and Protocol No. 4 of the Convention for the Protection of Human 
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of the Council of Europe. 

17. In Cyprus~ the application of that right would mean the voluntary return of 
all displaced Cypriots to their lands and homes in conditions of security 3 as 
provided for under many United Nations resolutions. His delegation firmly supported 
the voluntary return of all displaced persons both in his own country and in any 
other part of the vTOrld. 

18. His delegation wished to express its gratitude to all donor Governments and to 
the High Commissioner for his efforts in co-ordinating United Nations humanitarian 
assistance in Cyprus. 

19. His delegation was a co-sponsor of draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.35~ and hoped 
that the Committee would adopt it unanimously. 

20. I-ir. LIVNE (Israel) expressed his gratitude to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees for his efforts to improve the situation of thousands of 
unfortunate human beings and praised the Secretary-General for having convened the 
Meeting on Refugees and Displaced Persons in South-East Asia and the Pledging 
Conference for the people of Kampuchea. 

I . .. 
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21. Israel had been a member of the Executive Committee for many years and had 
supported its humanitarian activities regardless of political considerations. 
Faced with the severe refugee problems which had arisen in Indo-China, it had 
decided to ease that painful situation by sending medicine and other humanitarian 
assistance. Six doctors and four paramedics had already been sent to the frontier 
between Thailand and Kampuchea, in addition to two tons of medical supplies and 
equipment. Moreover, the Israeli people had begun a voluntary fund-raising 
campaign which had so far collected half a million dollars. The aid provided by 
Israel to the people of Kampuchea had been described in document A/C.3/34/8. 

22. Before the Geneva meeting, the Israeli Prime Minister had urged the heads 
of State and Government all over the world to follow Israel's decision and 
accept a number of Indochinese refugees in proportion to the population and area 
of their respective countries. Israel had already accepted 4oo refugees from 
South-East Asia. In that context, his delegation wished to express its thanks to 
the countries of South-East Asia, particularly Thailand, which had granted 
temporary asylum to tens of thousands of Indochinese refugees. 

23. ~~. GURAKAN (Turkey) commended the Secretary-General's involvement with 
the refugee problem and applauded the Secretary-General's visit to South-East 
Asia in his search for methods to deal 1vith that problem. It had also been the 
Secretary-General who had convened the Meeting on Refugees and Displaced Persons 
in South-East Asia, held in Geneva, and the Pledging Conference for the people 
of Kampuchea held at Headquarters. Both meetings had clearly revealed the 
internationally felt concern over the painful situation in that part of the world. 

24. His delegation commended the success achieved by UNHCR in bringing about 
the voluntary repatriation of refugees in Zaire and Burma, which indicated 
that such problems could be solved through negotiations. Similarly, the 
Pan-African Conference on the Situation of Refugees in Africa, held in Arusha 
(United Republic of Tanzania) in }1ay 1979 had been an important step forward 
in that area. It must not be forgotten-that the problems of refugees in 
southern Africa were due to the policy of oppression by the racist regimes. 

25. The results of the Pledging Conference for the people of Kampuchea 
confirmed that the international community was able and willing to cope lvith 
the humanitarian problems stemming from the refugee question. All members of the 
international community must share the responsibility for providing financial 
and other resources needed by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees. The Turkish Government, owing to extreme foreign shortages, 
had decided to make a contribution in the form of food aid. 

26. He reiterated his delegation's appreciation to the High Commissioner for 
his valuable work as co-ordinator of the United Nations humanitarian assistance 
for Cyprus. 

I . .. 
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27. V~. SAIGNAVONG (Lao People's Democratic Republic) thanked the Secretary
General for the reports concerning the Geneva Meeting on refugees and the 
Pledging Conference for the people of Kampuchea. He emphasized the vrork of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees who, with generous support from 
the international community, had enabled a large number of refugees and 
displaced persons to return to live in normal conditions. 

28. The Lao People's Democratic Republic had benefited from the assistance 
of UNHCR since 1974, under operations relating to the resettlement of some 
900,000 persons (almost a third of the country's population) displaced during 
the war. The problem of self-sufficiency in food for all those people had not 
yet been solved owing to the natural disasters which had strucl~:. the country in 
1977 and 1978, but UNHCR had provided emergency assistance to meet the needs 
of the families most affected until the new harvest had come around. 

29. Some delegations had for political motives blamed the countries of origin 
for the flows of refugees, deliberately closing their eyes to the root causes 
of the phenomenon. The Lao People's Democratic Republic was an underdeveloped, 
sparsely populated country which, after 30 years of devastating war and frequent 
natural disasters, was dedicated to a campaign of natural reconstruction 
requiring the assistance of all its inhabitants and vms thus doing all it could 
to prevent the exodus of the population. Nevertheless, the embassies of 
soi-disant friendly countries had encouraged the flight of the population, as 
was the case for one country of the region which bragged of having taken in a 
large number of refugees and allowed them to settle permanently. 

30. Some groups of inhabitants had preferred to flee rather than to face up to 
their responsibilities) they included those who had held power under the previous 
regime, people living on the fringes of the law, unscrupulous merchants of 
Chinese and Vietnamese origin or from Hong Kong, officials and soldiers from 
the Vangpao forces, people influenced by lie stern culture who were incapable 
of sacrificing their selfish interests in the common interest, others who, 
preferring the easy life, were similarly indisposed to make sacrifices, and 
young people from urban areas and the meo ethnic minorities who had preferred 
to leave the country sooner than join the army. The Government of the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic could accept no responsibility for the fate of those 
people who had abandoned the country or for the problems they caused the 
international community. The same could not be said for those countries which 
wept crocodile tears as they encouraged the flows of refugees. 

31. The Lao Government's concern in that regard was demonstrated by the 
aide-memoire signed with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
on 19 September 1975 on arrangements for the voluntary repatriation of displaced 
Lao in Thailand. At a recent meeting of representatives of the Lao and Thai 
Governments, officials of the Lao People's Democratic Republic had asked the 
Thai authorities to facilitate the exit of Lao refugees accepted by third countries, 
to consider the possibility of final settlement in Thailand for those who wished 
it and to place no difficulties in the vmy of those who preferred to return to 
Laos. 

I . .. 
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32. Vrrs. ORIYO (United Republic of Tanzania), referring to the increase in the 
number of refugees and displaced persons in Africa, Asia and Latin America, sai~ 
that, i 1 spite of the gravity of the situation, the trae;edy of the South-East 
Asian refugees \vas part and parcel of the c;lobal rPfugee problem and should be 
viewed in that light. 

33. The main cause of the refugee -problem in the i·rorld \vas primarily related to 
the peoples 1 struggle against colonialism and foreign domination. The Arusha 
Pan-African Conference on the Situation of Refugees in Africa had studied that 
problem, which had arisen out of the denial to the majority of their basic human 
rights. The political apparatus of subjugation of the racist regimes in southern 
Africa had created vast flows of refugees. That was applicable also to other 
countries under colonialism and foreign domination. Another background factor 
behind the refugee phenomenon was political oppression by the Governments of some 
States Members of the United Nations. 

34. In view· of the situation in Africa, where there were approximately 3. 5 million 
refugees, the Arusha Conference had recommended to States members of OAU to 
facilitate the voluntary repatriation of African refugees, to refrain from taking 
measures that would cause and aggravate the problem and to share the difficulties 
by accepting refugees, in accordance with the OAU Convention on refugees. Her 
delegation hoped that those recommendations would be translated into practice. 

35. The report of the High Commissioner was an indictment for the majority of 
member States, vhich vTerP not doing all that they should to improve the situation 
of refugees. There was a need to harmonize and rationalize regulations relating 
to refugees and their status once asylum was granted. The principle of 
non-refoulement should be observed by all States. Less than half the States 
Members of the United Nations vrere parties to the 1951 Convention and the 1967 
Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees and only 18 States had ratified the 
OAU Convention on Refugees. 

36. As President Nyerere had stated at the Arusha Pan -African Conference, the 
problem had to be viewed within the general context of human rights. The country 
where refugees wished to remain should make efforts to resettle them and to 
integrate them in its development process. That was what her country had tried 
to do, on a modest scale, with 200,000 refugees, 1vith the assistance of the 
Office of the High Commissioner and other voluntary organizations. The High 
Commissioner was continuing to co-operate with the Tanzanian Government in the 
planning and implementation of long-term resettlement programmes. 

37. vlhile not belittling the importance of material and moral assistance to 
refugees, it was absolutely essential to identify the causes of the problem. The 
assistance given by countries to the High Commissioner should transcend the merely 
political considerations which sometimes impeded his efforts. There was a 
considerable measure of agreement on the causes, nature and dimensions of the 
phenomenon, but not on the action needed to eradicate those causes at the national 
and the international level. To unite efforts and tad:le the problems individually 
and collectively seemed to be the only way of creating the necPssary conditions for 
guaranteeing all human beings enjoyment of their fundamental rights. 

/ ... 
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38. r~. DESKER (Singapore) expressed his appreciation to the Secretary-General for 
his concern for the lot of the refugees in South-East Asia, as demonstrated by his 
convening of the Meeting on Refugees and Displaced Persons in South-East Asia, 
held in July, and the Pledging Conference for the people of Kampuchea, held on 
5 November. The report of the High Commissioner (A/34/12 and Add.l) impressively 
demonstrated how the activities of UNHCR were expanding to meet the ever-increasing 
needs arising within its sphere of competence. 

39. His delegation was fully aware of the situation of refugees in Africa, but in 
South-East Asia the problem had reached alarming proportions. Since 1975, almost 
1 million people had left Viet Nam, Kampuchea and the Lao People's Democratic 
Republic and had sought refuge in the neighbouring countries. The problem had 
recently worsened as a result of the entry of more than 200,000 refugees from 
Kampuchea into Thailand. 

40. His delegation feared that the number of boat refugees might well be on the 
rise again and trusted that the Government of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam 
would respect the procedures for orderly departures agreed upon in Geneva in 
August 1979. It hoped also that concerted action would be talcen to deal with land 
cases, of which there was an even greater number. 

. 
41. Those facts raised the question how long I1ember States would continue trying 
to solve the problem of refugees without tackling its causes. Attention 1vas being 
focused on the treatment of refugees in the country of first transit or first 
asylum, not on the policies which led to desperate flights by innocent people from 
their countries of origin. The time had come for the international community to 
adopt a realistic approach to the problem and to ask those Member States who 
embarked on policies of war, racial discrimination and violation of human rights 
to answer for their actions. 

42. His delegation supported draft resolution A/C.3/34/L.35, to which the 
representative of Thailand had referred. 

43. r~. PARSONS (United Kingdom) expressed his appreciation to the High 
Commissioner for the introduction of the annual re~ort and to the Secretary-General 
for personally introducing the report on the Geneva Meeting on Refugees and 
Displaced Persons in South-East Asia (A/34/627). 

44. In the majority of cases, it was the action of Governments which created 
refugees. It was not only war which caused the exodus of refugees but also the 
denial of basic human rights. The Secretary-General's report marked the urgency of 
the refugee problem and provided an opportunity for assessing the current situation 
in Africa, Asia, Latin America and EuroDe. 

45. At the Geneva Meeting, the United Kingdom had identified hro aims: to get the 
Government of Viet Nam to exercise a humane policy in respect of its O\-Jn peo~le; 
and to find ways of sharing the burden being borne by Hong Kong and the countries 
of South~East Asia. Although the international community had demonstrated its 
generosity at Geneva, the solution to the problem required permanent changes in 
the policies that had led to the exodus. In June 1979, 70,000 "boat people" had 

I ... 
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reached the shores of South-East Asia. At the end of September, there had still 
been over 180,000 such refugees in camps in the region. Before the ne1,r exodus 
from Kampuchea, there had been roughly as many land refugees in Thailand. 

46. His delegation welcomed the statement of the Vietnamese representative that 
his Government -vrould continue to observe the commitments it had made, but he 
stressed the need for that Government to change its policies 1 uhich 1v-ere the root 
cause of the "boat people;; problem. If it had been able to reduce considerably 
the outflovr of refugees in August, it could easily reverse the process. 

47. Since the Geneva Meeting, over 7,000 boat refugees had reached Hong Kong. Of 
the 180,000 such refugees still a1oraiting resettlement on 30 September, over a third 
were residing temporarily in Hong Kong, the smallest and most densely populated 
of all the places of first asylum. In spite of the burden imposed on it, the 
Government of Hong Kong had turned none away. At the current rate of resettlement, 
many refugees would have to stay in Hong Kong's camps for about another two years. 
Hong Kong's humanitarian record -vras unparalleled, and it should receive a full 
share of the resettlement places available. 

48. The United Kingdom delegation welcomed the conclusion in the Secretary
General's report concerning rescue at sea. The best guarantee that refugees would 
be given such assistance was general application of the principle of first port 
of call. He hoped the difficulties facing the implementation of the ~rograrnme 
of orderly departures would be overcome through the full co-operation of all 
parties. The development of the programme must be carefully studied by the 
international community. 

49. It was encouraging to note that thP Secretary-General expected the Refugee 
Processing Centres to begin to receive refugees before the end of the year. Those 
Centres would play a major role in relieving the pressure on places of first 
asylum, including Hong Kong. 

50. In addition to the aid given to Kampuchea through the European Community, the 
United Kingdom had offered aid worth $7.5 million. Voluntary organizations in 
Britain were also making a major contribution. In that respect, it should be 
emphasized that a particularly heavy burden -vras being borne by Thailand, vrhic h 
deserved the full support of the international community. 

51. Africa was still the continent with the largest number of refugees, which was 
symptomatic of the tensions vrhich still existed in that part of the vrorld. The 
only satisfactory solution to the problem would be a return to peace and stability. 
Since early 1978, the British Government had responded to appeals for relief 
programmes to refugees by contributing more than £1 million to such programmes. 
His delegation believed that that was the most effective way donors could act to 
alleviate the problem in the short term. 

52. Mrs. RAHMAN (Bangladesh) said that her country had direct experience of the 
severity of refugee problems, since it had received many displaced and homeless 
persons in recent years, including 200,000 refugees from Burma in 1978. Acting 

I .. . 
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in a spirit of co-operation and neighbourliness) the Governments of Burma and 
Bangladesh had concluded an agreement to facilitate the voluntary repatriation of 
refugees" in her opinion, that was the most effective and natural method of solving 
the problem. UNHCR and other United Nations organs, as well as various 
non-governmental organizations, had given valuable assistance to Bangladesh in its 
efforts to alleviate the sufferings of the refugees. 

53. The scale of the present refugee problem had been reflected in two important 
international conferences held in 1979. The Conference on the Situation of 
Refugees held in Arusha had shown that the African tradition of hospitality was 
still in evidence, and that the political will existed to find a lasting solution 
to the problems. The Geneva t1eeting on Tiefugees and Displaced Persons in South
East Asia had demonstrated the concern of the international community for the 
serious problems in that region. Her delegation was glad to note the agreement 
undertaken by the Government of Viet lJam to ensure the orderly departure of 
Vietnamese refugees. 

54. The flow of refugees from Kampuchea and the Lao People's Democratic Republic 
to Thailand had not diminished. Bangladesh was glad to note the decision of the 
Government of Thailand to grant temporary asylum to all refugees from Kampuchea, 
and urged the international community to give increased assistance to countries 
of first asylum, and to help in the early resettlement of refugees in third 
countries. 

55. The report of the High Commissioner (A/34/12 and Add.l) illustrated the 
magnitude of the task entrusted to the Office. Bangladesh shared the concern of 
UNHCR for the problems of first asylum, non-refo~lement and the protection of the 
fundamental rights of refugees. The granting of asylum on an automatic and 
non-discriminatory basis and non~refoulement were essential elements in the 
protection of those rights. 

56. Emphasis must be placed on the obligation of all States to protect minorities 
and refrain from expelling any citizen from their territories, as well as from any 
measure which might provoke the flight of its citizens to foreign territories. It 
·Has impossible to separate the political and humanitarian aspects of the refugee 
problem. It could only be solved by tackling the root of the problen1. The 
difficulties suffered by refugees, despite their severity, should not obscure the 
fact that the problem could only be overcome by eliminating its causes. As long 
as the Palestinian people was denied its inalienable rights, as long as there were 
mass violations of human rights by the minority regimes of southern Africa, and 
the peoples of the Indochinese peninsula were victims of war and suffering, there 
would continue to be a permanent flow of refugees. It was of the greatest urgency 
to find a solution in conformity with the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

57. Miss NICOLAIDOU (Greece) said that the report of the High Commissioner 
(A/34/12) was a detailed and exact analysis of the world refugee situation. The 
magnitude of the problem was such that no country could resolve it alone. The 
human tragedy of the refugees required the solidarity of the whole international 

I . .. 
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co:n1munity. Greece had been able to contribute to the -vrork of the UNHCR by 
accordin~ the status of refugees or emigres to 900 ~ersons in 1978, and by 
receiving 200 refugees from Asia. The Government of Greece had also given 
instructions to masters of Greek vessels to afford relief to all refuf,ees found 
adrift in the South China Sea. In co-operation with the Office of the High 
Commissioner, Greece had given rescued persons the necessary guarantees for 
disembarcation at the first port of call. 

58. Hith regard to the protection of refugees, Greece had 1-1i thdrawn most of the 
reservations it had formulated in 1951 in adhering to the Convention Relating to 
the Status of Refugees. It had also considerably increased its annual financial 
contributions. 

59. Greece supported the work accomplished by UNHCR. The number of refugees and 
displaced persons had shovrn a dramatic increase in 1978, by more than 2,000 
persons a day. The total figure also included the 200,000 displaced persons in 
Cyprus, whose situation had remained unchanged since 1974, and ·~-rho vrere in the 
unusual situation of being treated as refugees in their own country. ~t tbe 
request of the Secretary-General, the High Commissioner had performed his good 
offices in Cyprus, and the Greek delegation, which valued such efforts 9 honed they 
would continue until the displaced persons in Cyprus could return to their homes 
and lands. No assistance, however generous, could solve the problems of the 
displaced persons in Cyprus, unless their voluntary return under conditions of 
full security was guaranteed. 

60. Mrs. KOMAROVA (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the report of 
the High Commissioner sho-vred an increase in the number of refugees in Asia, 
Latin America and Africa. The case of the Palestinian refugees was particularly 
tragic, as they had remained in camps outside their own country since 19h8. 
Speaking in the General Assembly, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Soviet 
Union had emphasized the need to appreciate the gravity of the tragedy of the 
Palestinian people, and the massive violation of their fundamental ri~hts. A 
grave situation also existed in Africa, especially in South Africa, Southern 
Rhodesia and Namibia. The racist regimes constantly attacked their neighbours 
and intervened in their internal affairs, and the refugee camps were the 
permanent target of attacks from South Africa and Israel. 

61. Although there was undoubtedly a grave situation in South-:East Asia, some 
speakers had insisted on exaggerating its extent" which could not be compared 
with the millions of refugees from southern Africa and Palestine. There was a 
constant tendency to distort the cause of the problems of South-East Asia, which 
consisted in the aggression suffered by the peoples of Viet Nam, Laos and 
Kampuchea. Viet Narn had had no peace since 1939, and the country had been 
devastated. Many people had fled when the fascist regime collapsed. Others had 
fallen victim to propaganda, or had not been able to adjust to the new 
organization of the country. To those problems were added the military threats 
from the North suffered by Viet Nam. 

62. The Soviet delegation rejected accusations which sought to attribute to Viet 
Nam the responsibility rightly belonging to those who claimed to be ;'teaching it 

I ... 
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a lesson'; while supporting the genocidal actions of Pol Pot in Kampuchea. The 
international community should express its gratitude to Viet Nam for the efforts 
it had made to solve the problems of emigration. The Government of Viet Nam had 
fulfilled the agreement it had concluded with UNHCR in May 1979 by adopting 
various measures, and by multilateral initiatives and bilateral contacts with the 
countries concerned. The Soviet Union was giving assistance to the people and 
Government of Viet Nam for the reconstruction of its economy, and also to Laos 
and Kampuchea. 

63. The free assistance given to Kampuchea by the Soviet Union during 1979 was 
equivalent to approximately $85 million. A programme of economic and social 
assistance to the People's Republic of Kampuchea, for purposes of humanitarian 
solidarity, was also in course of execution. 

64. The Geneva Meeting on Refugees and Displaced Persons in South-East Asia 
showed that the United Nations had to adopt a humanitarian and practical approach 
in dealing with the problem and must not allow political attacks against sovereign 
States in the region. That meant that if States actually wanted to provide 
humanitarian assistance to the people of Kampuchea, whether on a bilateral basis 
or through the international organizations, they must do so through the agency of 
the sole legitimate government of Kampuchea, the People's Revolutionary Council 
which had all the necessary facilities to ensure effective distribution of 
assistance throughout the country. 

65. Some circles had attempted to insist that certain international organizations 
should provide 11humanitarian assistance 11 to the counter-revolutionary bands trying 
to pass themselves off as refugees in Thailand. Forces hostile to the People 1 s 
Republic of Kampuchea were trying to use such assistance as a way of delivering 
arms and equipment to the supporters of the ousted Pol Pot, but that violated 
Kampuchea's sovereignty and constituted interference in its internal affairs. 

66. The delegation of the USSR supported the constructive proposals submitted to 
the 43rd meeting by the delegation of Viet Nam aimed at achieving a just and 
humanitarian solution to the South-East Asia refugee problem, and he called on 
all countries to co-operate in improving the situation in the region. 

67. Mrs. CRATER (Tunisia) said that, as the reports to the Committee by the 
Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees had 
sho¥m, the difficult situation faced by refugees from southern Africa and 
Palestine was being compounded by new refugee problems, in South-East Asia in 
particular. Her Government had answered the appeal by the Secretary-General, had 
taken part in the Geneva Meeting and in a spirit of humanity and international 
solidarity, had made a modest contribution of its own. 

68. The ideal solution to refugee problems was to eliminate the causes of the 
evil and to find solutions to such fundamental problems as war and conflict. But 
as it was not yet possible to reach such a state, for the moment the safety of 
refugees had to be ensured, their dignity had to be preserved, and they had to 
be provided with normal living conditions. 
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69. Her delegation expressed satisfaction with efforts to reunite families and 
respect the rights of refugees. The idea of setting up a trust fund to ease 
resettlement of refugees in the receiving countries was worth studying in more 
detail. The Working Group set up for the purpose should be able to draw up 
conclusions and submit them in due course. In the same way, public information 
activities should be strengthened so that the international community was better 
informed about the tragedy of the refugees and could provide them with greater 
support. 

70. As the largest number of refugees was to be found in Africa~ her delegation 
hoped that the recommendations of the Pan-African Conference at Arusha would be 
brought into effect so that the Office of the High Commissioner might give the 
thousands of refugees from the continent the attention they deserved . 

... 
71. Ms. RADIC (Yugoslavia) said that the reports of the High Commissioner 
revealed an increase in the number of refugees, notably from Africa and South
East Asia. The Office of the High Commissioner and the international community 
alike had made major efforts to relieve the suffering of those persons and the 
problems facing the receiving countries. However, apart from offering asylum and 
financial and material assistance, all countries should be encouraged to accede 
to the basic international instruments concerned with refugees. 

72. She restated the grave concern felt by her country for the regions most 
affected by the refugee problem, as expressed in the letter sent to the Secretary
General by the President of Yugoslavia 5 Josip Broz Tito on 8 November 1979. In 
the light of that concern, her delegation suggested that representatives of the 
Secretary-General might be assigned to the area of operations to ensure the 
effectiveness of such assistance. 

73. The increased numbers of refugees from some Asian countries since the Geneva 
Meeting must not allow the grave problem of refugees on the African continent to 
be passed over for it affected some 4 million people, most of them still deprived 
of their right to self-determination and to independence from colonial and alien 
domination. Her delegation much appreciated the activities of the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees on behalf of refugee centres in 
Africa and its co-operation with the liberation movements recognized by the OAU. 
In addition her delegation expressed appreciation for the High Commissioner's 
co-ordination of United Nations humanitarian assistance for Cyprus. 

74. Her country was determined to provide, as far as it could, material and 
financial assistance to those who had been compelled to abandon their homes and 
countries and who were dying of hunger and need or were victims of the racist 
regimes in southern Africa. 

75. Mr. GARVALOV (Bulgaria) said that, although the report of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees had included an assessment of the refugee situation 
in different countries and regions of the world, the problems of refugees from 
colonial territories in southern Africa had long been clamouring for solution. It 
was difficult to treat the humanitarian aspect of the problem in isolation from 
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its causes, which were a denial of the right of the pec~les of Namibia and 
Zimbabwe to self-determination and independence. In that context the perturbing 
situation of the Palestinians was likewise due to the fact that they had been 
denied the right to self-determination, to independence and to a State of their 
own. 

76. Her delegation recognized that some refugee problems had to be solved without 
delay and required an international effort. The statement by the representative 
of Viet Nam was extremely illustrative as to the true causes of the refugee 
problem in South-East Asia. Refugees were coming from Viet Nam because that 
country had suffered many years from imperialist aggression and at the beginning 
of the year had again been its victim. 

77. In Kampuchea, the problem of the refugees had stemmed from the premeditated 
genocide carried out by the reactionary Pol Pot clique. More recently, the 
Kampuchean people had been prevented from reconstructing their own society or 
regaining the free exercise of their human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
Rather, a frenzied campaign had been mounted against them with the refugee problem 
being used as an excuse. Thus it was that for not quite humanitarian motives 
attempts were being made to send help straight to those who had put 3 million 
Kampuchean citizens to death. It was to be hoped that the United Nations would 
provide the greatest possible assistance to the Kampuchean people through the 
agency of its legitimate representative, i.e. the People's Revolutionary Council 
of the People's Republic of Kampuchea. 

78. Early in October 1979, a high-level Bulgarian mission had visited Kampuchea 
and, in close collaboration with the legitimate authorities of Kampuchea, had 
succeeded in making an exact assessment of the situation and in determining future 
activities. At the end of its visit, the Bulgarian mission and the delegation of 
Kampuchea had released a joint communique setting forth their common hopes and a 
joint programme for achieving the ideal of an independent, democratic and 
non-aligned Kampuchea. 

79. The Secretary-General had stated that the refugee problem could not be solved 
so long as its basic causes persisted. The present situation in Indo-China was 
characterized by aggression against Viet Nam, by massive support for what remained 
of the genocidal Pol Pot clique and by threats to the sovereignty of the peoples 
of VietNam, the Lao People 1 s Democratic Republic and Kampuchea and their desire 
to live in peace and reconstruct their respective countries. All of that was 
counterbalanced by the activities of the Office of the High Commissioner to solve 
the refugee problem in the most humanitarian vTay possible. 

80. Mr. LECHUGA HEVIA (Cuba) said that it was essential to mobilize international 
assistance to deal with the refugee problem which, as was shown in the UNHCR 
report, affected every continent and had assumed enormous and complex proportions. 
Such assistance should come mainly from those countries with sufficient resources 
and which were directly or indirectly responsible for the massive and most 
notorious cases of refugees and displaced persons. In the period covered by the 
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report of the High Commissioner new situations or unforeseen incidents had taken 
place in the Horn of Africa and Indo-China and with regard to refugees fron1 Burma 
and Bangladesh and the repatriation of refugees from Zaire. The report also made 
passing mention, without being specific of cases of refugees being imprisoned and 
being subjected to physical violence and torture. In addition to being universal, 
the problem thus displayed certain aspects of the utmost gravity. 

81. The report of the High Commissioner (A/34/12 and Add.l) spoke of major 
increases in numbers that the UNHCR had to deal with in Africa, Latin America and 
Asia while in Europe the total number of refugees had fallen very slightly. 
Although throughout the world there were some 10 million refugees or displaced 
persons and although Africa was the continent with the largest number of refugees, 
many countries showed concern only for the problem in South-East Asia 0 exaggerating 
its relative importance for political purposes. The aim was to create an 
atmosphere of crisis that would be propitious for a renewed aggression against 
Viet Nam of the type inflicted on it a few months previously by the Government of 
China. 

82. During the past 30 years, Viet Nam had been a target of campaigns and lies 
concerning the alleged problem of the refugees. After every defeat in Viet Nam 
the colonialists, the imperialists and most recently the Chinese hegemonists had 
each in turn brought about the flight of millions of people from that country. 
Those who today were talking of the sufferings of the refugees were the very 
people who had rained down thousands of tons of defoliants onto the Vietnamese 
countryside, causing starvation and the mass uprooting of the peasants. Those who 
today were showing their concern for the children of Kampuchea were those who 
supported the representatives of a genocidal regime that had murdered millions of 
that nation's children, women and menfolk. Those who today pretended to be 
shocked by the fate of the refugees who they had encouraged to abandon their 
countries were those who had used napalm and bombs to bring death to countless 
human beings in Viet Nam and Kampuchea. It was imperialism's aggression against 
the peoples of Viet Nam, Laos, and Kampuchea and the genocidal policies of the 
vanished regime of Pol Pot, an instrument of China's expansionist policies, that 
had made refugees of hundreds of thousands of individuals, including thousands of 
Chinese residents. 

83. The problem of Indo-China's refugees deserved attention from the international 
community on an equal footing with that of the refugees in Africa and other 
regions of the globe. To that end, the Government of Viet Nam and the Office of 
the High Commissioner were co-operating with one another. On the other hand, it 
was unacceptable that the problem should become a means of serving the shameful 
interests of certain Powers or a pretext to justify new military aggression. 

84. Cuba agreed with the Secretary-General's view that the impetus gained at the 
Geneva ~1eeting in July 1979 should not be lost. At the same time, his delegation 
shared the opinion voiced by the High Commissioner that much still. remained to be 
done in Africa, Asia, Latin America ano Europe, and that understanding and support 
for the cause of the refugees should become steadily more universal. 
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85. He -vras convinced that the Committee would pay duly compassionate and 
politically sensitive attention to the cause of the refugees, without playing into 
the hands of those who sought to destabilize the Government of Viet Nam or dreamed 
of reinstating the genocidal Pol Pot regime. 

86. Mr. FARAH (Djibouti) said that the efforts of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees had helped towards solving the complex and growing 
refugee problems in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Although the assistance 
programmes of the UNHCR had reached a great number of refugees and displaced 
persons in many nations, they were far from being enough. His delegation was sure 
that Governments, non-governmental organizations and agencies of the international 
community would respond generously to the appeal of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 

87. His delegation w·elcomed the various statements made by tl:J.e High Commissioner 
on humanitarian assistance programmes to the Horn of Africa and his appeals of 
1978 and 1979 for urgent assistance to th~ refugees in the region. Positive 
results had been achieved, brought about in part throush the determined efforts 
and desire of the Governments of the region to co-operate with the Office of the 
High Commissioner in its assistance programmes. 

88. The growing number of refugees in Djibouti, already numbering 15 per cent of 
the country's total population, had caused difficult social problems in the spheres 
of employment, education and health. Among the refugees there were many cases of 
malnutrition and protein-deficiency to which high infant mortality could be added. 
In efforts to cope with the problems medical equipment and supplies were lacking, 
and many refugee families were without adequate shelter. 

89. In Djibouti there were two refugee camps where, thanks to continued efforts 
by the UNHCR and to close co-operation with the Government, the basic needs of 
registered refugees were provided for. Unregistered refugees, who made up the 
majority, had been received into families or else were living in temporary camps 
or in the streets, hoping for relief. 

90. In its endeavours to cope with the refugee situation, his Government had 
embarked on an emergency and long~term programme to alleviate the hardships 
experienced by the refugees, and to rehabilitate and gradually integrate them into 
society. Nevertheless, the efforts of his Government would not meet with success 
unless they received the full support of the international community. 

91. Mr. AL-HUSSAMY (Syrian Arab Republic), speaking in exercise of right of 
reply, said that, although his delegation had not spoken during the general 
discussion, he wanted to put on record his opinion that Zionism was the cause of 
the Palestinian people's displacement by force of arms and by bulldozers. He 
recalled that the General Assembly had as long ago as its third session called on 
Israel, in resolution 149 (III), to accept the return of the refugees. It was 
regrettable that Israel boasted of admitting 400 Asian refugees whilst preventing 
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from returning to their homes. 

\ 
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92. Mr. ARMALI (Observer, Palestine Liberation Organization) said that the refugee 
problem was among the most highly charged issues of the present time, because of 
the countless suffering and injustice it brought in its wake. 

93. The representative of Israel had provided a lesson in hypocrisy in talking of 
its humanitarian aid for the refugees of South-East Asia. It was obvious to all 
that the Zionist State was the sole party responsible for turning a people that 
had been living in peace on its own lands into a nation of uprooted refugees. One 
and a half million Palestinians now lived in refugee camps. What was more, the 
Government of Israel was giving effect to a recent decision to establish new 
settlements in occupied Arab territories, and it had arrested the Mayor of the 
town of Nablus. 

94. Israel would do well to respect the resolutions of the international 
community on the subject under which, ever since 1948 the return of the 
Palestinians to their land and their homes had been called for. 

95. Mr. ROHEEN (Afghanistan) said that at the 44th meeting the representative of 
Pakistan had referred to an influx of Afghan refugees into his country. At the 
plenary session the delegation of Afghanistan had taken the opportunity of placing 
the problem in its true light, and it was intending to give a detailed account of 
the situation to the following meeting of the Committee. For the present, he 
merely wanted to reject with all firmness the inexactitudes of the represertative 
of Pakistan. 

ORGANIZATION OF HORK 

96. The CHAIRMAN conveyed to Committee members the concern of the President of 
the General Assembly over the delays in the work of the Committee; he announced 
that the list of speakers on items 76 ('Horld social situation) and 77 
(Implementation of the Declaration on Social Progress and Development) would be 
closed at l p.m. on Thursday, 15 November, and that the same procedure followed 
for the consideration of item 83 would be used with the remaining agenda items, 
i.e. only 15 speakers per meeting would be allowed to reeister. He also 
recalled that only five meetings would be set aside for items 76 and 77, and he 
suggested that thenceforth all statements be limited to no more than 10 minutes. 
In the absence of any objections, he took it that the Committee agreed to the 
10-minute limit. 

97. It was so decided. 

The meeting rose at 6.20 p.m. 




