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The meeting was called to order at 10.45 a.m. 

AGENDA I'rU~ 10: UNITED 1,TATIONS CONFI\RENCE ON SCIENCE MID TECHNOLOGY FOR 

DEV:CLOH1ENT ( continuert) 

1. Hrs. CESTAC (Director, Translation Division) said she regretted that the 

report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technolo~ for Development 

(A/CONF.Sl/16) could not be distributed until the next day. The delay was due 

not only to the Division's priorities vlhen the General Assembly was in session, 

which made it difficult to observe the deadlines for the production of documents, 

but also to the shortage of Arabic translators. The second problem had been 

brought to the attention of the Fifth Com~ittee; if it could be solved, it would 

be possible to translate all documents into Arabic promptly. 

AGEJIIDA ITEM 56: UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (continued) 

2. Mr. RAKOTOHAIVO (Madagascar) said that his delegation attached great 

importance to the activities of UNCTAD. He would consider various points related 

to several major themes of the Conference and then mention some of the priority 

tasks to which UNCTAD should address itself now that its fifth session was over. 

3. In view of the key role of international trade in the economic development 

of the developing countries, it vras particularly ree;rettable that the evaluation 

of the multilateral trade negotiations had compelled the Conference to note that 

the results achieved to date fell short of the objectives set and vlere 

characterized by non-observance of the principle of preferential treatment for 

the developing countries and of the promise of non-reciprocity made by the 

developed countries. 'I'hat state of affairs was all the more ree;rettable because 

the developed countries >v-ere still imposing a number of protectionist measures 

against third 1vorld exports. His delegation appealed to the developed countries 

to keep in mind the objectives of the Tokyo Declaration in future negotiations. 

Renewed efforts should be made to revise GA'I'T and to liberalize international 

trade in deeds as well as in words. 

4. Inasmuch as cornmodi ty agreements ''ere another key factor in economic 

development, the speedy implementation of Conference resolution 124 (V) was 

important, especially with regard to the continuation of negotiations to complete 

the drafting of the articles of a~::reement of the Cow.:rnon Fund and the establishment 

of a framework of international co-operation for the processing of primary 

corrmodities in the developing countries and the export of processed goods. Those 

were, however, only some of the demands of the third world countries, as 

reflected in the Arusha Prorramme. 

5. As to monetary and financial issues, which particularly affected the 

developing countries, his delegation was concerned at the attitude taken by 

Group B at the Conference and felt that the adjustments made by IHF were 

inadequate. It urged UNCTAD to give more in-depth consideration to those 

questions and l·relcomed the fact that it had already apnointed an intergovernmental 

group of experts to examine the proposed reform. 
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6. Turning to what he considered to be UFCTAD's IJriority tasks follmv-ing its 

fifth session, he recalled the frustration and concern at Hanila resulting from 

the ina,bility of the participants to reach arsreement on structural changes. His 

Government supported the proposal of the Group of 77 to establish a syste~ of 

p,lobal ongoing consultations vTi thin UNCTAD and hoped that the developed countries 

would be able to respond positively to that proposal at future negotiations, 

since it was crucial to the estalJlishment of the new international economic order. 

7. Hi th respect to institutional issues, he would 1-1elcome any measure designed 

to strengthen UNCTAD's permanent machinery. It "I·Tould, however, be useful for 

the various organs of the Trade and Development Board to retain some flexibility, 

so that the activities of Ui\TCT.A.D and other United Nations bodies could be 

co-ordinated. It -vrould also be useful to strengthen the UNCTAD office in 

Nevr York, particularly vhen major meetings were beinf held. In view of the 

important role of UNCTAD in the preparation of the International Development 

Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, it should ensure that 

its secretariat participated actively in the vTOrk of the Preparatory Committee 

for the Decade. 

fl. \h th reference to the Ul1rCrrAD nror;ramme for island developine; countries, 

he drevr the attention of the international community to tl1e pressine; need to attain 

the objectives set in the Stratepy for the Second United Nations Development 

Decade and to provide uorld-1-lide controls on freio-ht rates ~-lith which the 

developing countries concerned would be associated. 

9. Because of its particular r;eop:raphical position, l"fadagascar hoped to enjoy 

increased support from UJ\TCTAD in the future. He reaffirmed the importance of 

UNCTAD in the establishment of the new international economic order and appealed 

to the political will of all Governments. 

10. Mr. TmiBA (Zaire) e:Ypres sed regret that, despite the imp res si ve number of 

international meetings and conferences in the past few years on the establishment 

of the ne1-1 international economic order, so little progress had been made to 

date. He stressed the need for increased co-operation between the developed 

and the developing countries and among the developine; countries themselves. 

Because of the world economic crisis, such co-operation 1vas imperative in a number 
of sectors. 

11. Fhile the developing countries had clearly stated their needs and demands 

in the Arusha Programme, -vTith special eHphasis on the importance of collective 

self-reliance, noH thet the fifth session of UJITCTAD was over they vrere obliged 

to note that ner:otiations on various issues of direct concern to thew, 

apparently had a lonp; way to go. ''Ti th respect to commodities, he urgec~ ~fember 

8-r,e,tes to promote the speedy conclusion of the work of the Interim Committee of 

the United rations Ner:;otiatine; Conference on a Common Fund so as to allmr full 

implementation of the Intee;rated Programme for Commodities, thus stabilizine; 

ex;,:ort earnings, which vere indispensable to the development of i.he third \·Jorld. 

He noted with satisfaction, however, that a rubber agreement had been concluded 

and hoped that a cocoa agreement vould soon be concluded. 

12. Referring to the protectionist measures hamperi11g the exports of manufactures 
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and semi-manufactures from the devPloping countries, he urged the developed 

countries to seek to bring to a successful conclusion future negotiations 

concerning protectionism as -vrell as those concerning a code of conduct on the 

transfer of technology that would include the appropriate legal provisions, 

with a view to promoting the economic development of the developing countries 

and particularly their industrial development. 

13. It was regrettable that the negotiations on trade relations among countries 

having different economic and social systems had not been concluded. In another 

connexion, he requested the international conwmnity to give increased attention 

to tropical products at the multilateral trade negotiations and to ensure that 

all the objectives of the Tokyo Round were realized. 

14. UNCTAD would be called upon to play a major role in the preparaL.lon of the 

International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development 

Decade, and it was regrettable that some developed countries continued to act 

selfishly with regard to official development assistance. He stressed the need 

to give the developing countries increased support through bilateral and 

multilateral channels. Such support should stem from the collective -vrill of 

nations determined to -vrork tmvards the establishment of a ne1.:r international 

economic order based on just and equitable relations. 

15. Mr. GREEN (New Zealand) said that the mixed results of the Manila Conference 

should not be allowed to overshadow the solid achievements in other areas of 

UNCTAD 1 s -vmrk, such as the agreement reached in March on the establishment of 

the Common Fund. It would not be possible to judge the significance of the 

Conference in the context of the North-South dialogue until more time had elapsed 

and the processes set in motion at Manila had further developed. Nevertheless, 

his delegation could not avoid the conclusion that the Conference might have 

achieved more if it had attempted less. Although there were linkages between 

all development issues, that did not mean that they must all be negotiated at 

the same time. It would surely be more productive to narrow the focus of the 

agenda and to recognize that agreements reached in certain very specific areas 

would have repercussions in other areas. In that context, New Zealand fully 

supported the efforts to rationalize the YTork of UFCTAD, including the improved 

procedures of consultation among Member States and with the secretariat for 

determining programme priorities. 

16. His country attached particular importance to the proposal to review patterns 

of production ancl trade annually in an effort to resist protectionist pressures 

and to promote an orderly adjustment process. It also welcomed the measures 

taken on behalf of the least developed countries and of those which were 

geographically disadvantaged. FoT historical and geographical reasons, his 

country took an especially close interest in the problems of island developing 

countries in view of the fact that all its closest neighbours, with the exception 

of Australia, fell into that category. For some years, his country had been 

devoting the greater part of its bilateral assistance to the island developing 

countries of the South Pe.cific, which, because of their paucity of natural 

resources, their small size and low population and their geographical remoteness, 

deserved special consideration from the international co~~unity to promote and 

sustain their economic development. 
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17. In that connexion, his delegation noted that several speakers had suggested that the criteria for defining the least developed countries should be reviewed. His delegation had always considered that the existing categories had been established for the duration of the Second Development Decade and that there should therefore be a review of the present criteria and lists in the context of the discussions on the ne1v- International Development Strategy for the 1980s. 

18. Mr. BALASUBRAMAJ'JIJ'J.! (Sri Lanka) said that at the fifth session of UNCTAD the international community had tried for the first time to discuss the problem of structural change in an organized manner. By its very nature and by virtue of the multiplicity and complexity of the sub,jects discussed, the ~'!anila meeting could not have been an instant success. It should be seen as part of a process which had begun in 1976 at Nairobi and which was intended to bring about a nev international economic order. His country particularly welcomed the substantial progress made with respect to commodities, particularly in connexion vith the Common Fund. As a major rubber producer, it vas pleased to note that an international agreement had been concluded on that commodity and hoped that it vould be f'ollo-vred by many similar agreements, and particularly by a' new international agreement on cocoa, in view of the crucial importance for the majority of the developing countries of the restructuring of the world commodities market. His delegation also velcomed the decision to establish a framework of international co~operation for the marketing, distribution and processing of commodities. That -vrculd make it possible to study the problem of the protectionism practised by the developed countries, -vrhich uas a rnajor obstacle to the grovth of world trade, particularly because of its adverse effects on the process of industrialization in the developing countries. His delegation also welcomed the decisions taken at the fifth session of' UNCTAD vith regard to monetary and financial matters, the tre.nsf'er of real resources, the problem of the least-developed countries and other countries in special categories, and economic co-operation among developing countries. His country considered that economic co-operation among developing countries on the basis of the principle of collective self-reliance included a number of' interesting features, such as the develo:oment of co--operation bet>v-een State trading organizations of the developing countries, the establishment of multinational marketing enterprises and, more generally, the expansion of trade between developing countries. 

19. Hr. GREET (Australia) said that, while the fifth session of UNC'I'AD had yielded some significant results, particularly in connexion with the InteG;rated Programme for Commodities, the least developed countries anrl economic co-operation among developing countries, it had also shown a tendency to discuss certain questions from a political or an unduly theoretical point of view instead of seeking practical solutions. That did not provide the most promisinf or fruitful means of achieving progress in the North-South dialogue. The Conference had also shovn that there was an urgent need to reviev the current negotiating procedures. The agreement on the fundamental elements of a Common Fund vas a sic;nificant success, although it \vas unlikely that the Fund cvould play a useful role unless 2. number of commodity agreements were concluded. 
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20. From his country's standpoint, the multilateral trade negotiations had been a 

limited success in the sense that 0 although they had managed to slow down the 

tendency towards protectionism, they had basically been concerned with industrial 

products and had only marginally improved his country's conditions of access to 

world markets for those products which were its major concern. Virtually nothing 

had been done in relation to the crucial problem of export subsidies, which were 

such a significant imneiiY'lent to the export opportunities of commodity-exporting 

countries. 

21. His country was seeking to double its aid to the least developed countries as 

soon as possible, but its capacity to assist in a comprehensive manner was limited 

because his Government gave high priority to assisting the small developing 

countries in its own region, i.e. the Pacific. His country therefore strongly 

supported the principle of multilateral action through the United Nations system 

to assist the island developing countries and believed that UNCTAD and other 

multilateral organizations must adhere to the concepts of "smallness" and 

11 remoteness" as the key criteria for determining the developing island States most 

in need of development assistance. It also considered that assistance to those 

countries should be made available in the form of grant aid. In view of the 

economic interdependence of the various countries~ his Government firmly believed 

that the adoption of policies to facilitate the adjustment and flow of resources 

into more productive activities on a global basis would contribute to world 

economic growth and 1wuld thus ease individual adjustment problems. In order for 

that to happen, the unnecessarily political debates within UNCTAD must give way to 

a practical approach to the real problems, an approach vrhich would offer a greater 

possibility of successful negotiation than proposals envisaging radical 

interference with the existing mechanisms. 

22. The chief current economic problem was inflation, since it was obvious that 

inflation in the developed world was having severe repercussions for the developing 

countries. No country could ignore the need to follow an anti-inflationary policy,, 

without which stable economic growth and vigorous expansion of international trade 

seemed scarcely possible, but he believed that the major industrialized countries 

had a clear and overriding responsibility in that regard. He considered that there 

was a link between inflation and protectionism. A progressive international 

reduction in protectionism would be a major step in assisting the growth of the 

developing countries. His country was prepared to play a part in that process, but 

its own initiatives in that area would be necessarily restricted if they were 

unaccompanied by complementary action on the part of the major developed countries. 

23. ~1r. KOROMA (Sierra Leone) said that his country belonged to the category of 

the least developed and that its efforts to improve its situation had been hindered 

by the continuing world economic crlsls, by fluctuating commodity prices and by 

instability in convertible currencies. His country therefore believed that the 

Committee for Development Planning must take account of current economic realities 

in reviewing the criteria used in drawing up the list of least developed countries. 

It also urged the implementation, as a matter of urgency, of the provision in 

Conference resolution 122 (V) on the Comprehensive New Programme of Action for the 

Least Developed Countries, particularly with respect to the immediate action 
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programme for 1979~·1981 and the doubling of official developmen-t assistance by 
1981. \vhile it acknowledged the positive aspects of the fifth session of l.nTCTAD, 
his country noted that the Conference had not been able to solve the problem of an 
international code of conduct on the transfer of technology because it had not been 
decided whether the code -vrould take the form of guidelines or -vrould constitute a 
binding legal instrument. 

24. Reform of the international monetary system -vras one of the important matters 
on the agenda of the fifth session of the Conference. His country was concerned at 
the restricted nature of the practical measures for strengthening the currency 
reserve role of the special drawing rights, at a time when rampant inflation in the 
reserve currency countries and the instability in exchange rates placed a heavy 
burden on the developing countries. In particular there had been no consensus on 
the replacement of dollar assets by special draw·inc: rir;hts or on the linking of the 
allocation of special drawing riL;hts to development financing. His country 
therefore urc;ed a review of the stabilization pror;rarnmes of the IMF, in keeping 
with previous requests made at various international fora, and an early examination 
of the quota system in order to determine their appropriate scale in relation to 
the current levels of international trade. His delegation also called for an 
improvement and liberalization of the existinf'; compensatory financinc; facilities in 
the event of shortfalls in export revenues front rmr materials: in particular the 
limits of outstanding drmvinp; under the facilities should be increased from 
75 per cent to 100 per cent and the repayment period lengthened from three to five 
years. In general, his country thought that the IMF should study ways of improving 
the utilization of the extended fund facility by its members. Referrine; to the 
question of the reverse transfer of technoloe:y, 1vhich vas of particular cone ern to 
countries such as his own, he emphasized that the outfluvr of skilled personnel was 
a drain both on manpouer and on the productive resources invested in human capital. 
His delegation considered that the best way to solve the problem would be for the 
United l\Tations and the international community to combine their efforts in order to 
draw up a comprehensive action~-oriented programme to brinp; about fundamental 
changes in the existing structures of international economic relations. 

25. Hr. SEBURYANO (Burundi) said that the failure of the Conference to take 
decisions on certain matters arose from the fact that its agenda had been much too 
extensive. However, one extremely positive step had been the adoption by consensus 
of resolution 122 (V) on the Comprehensive Ne1v Proe;raw.me of Action for the Least 
Developed Countries, a proc;ramme vrhich was certainly new in comparison to 
resolutions 62 (III) and 98 (IV) of the Conference and comprehensive in that it 
covered all the lc,._ey economic sectors of countries in that category. The progrannne 
envisaged two phases: an immediate programme of action for the period 1979~1981 and 
a substantial new prograrnme of action for the 1980s vi thin the frame1vork of the neH 
international development strategy. Phase II would be an extension of phase I, on 
1,rhich its success would depend; it -vras therefore indispensable that the 
international community played its full part from the outset by providing the 
financial support needed to carry out assistance projects in key sectors of the 
economy. 
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26. Phase II would involve a much wider range of activities in four major and 
particularly carefully chosen areas, the first being the transformation of the main 
structural characteristics of the least developed countries which were the source 
of their extreme economic difficulties, and mitigation of the effects of their 
geographical or climatic handicaps. The second area was that of the social needs, 
whose definition had been disputed by certain delegations as being too restrictive. 
His delegation considered that certain other elements mentioned in paragraph 214 
of docun1ent TD/268/Add.l should be included in the list of social needs. The other 
two major areas were concerned with long-term investments and emergency aid. 

27. The substantial new· programme of action for the 1980s would need global 
planning work which would also require the total support of the international 
community, particularly with regard to manpower training, since the majority of the 
least-developed countries had absolutely no skilled national personnel. Other 
noteworthy aspects of the resolution were the Conference's request to the developing 
countries to pay particular attention to the special difficulties of the least 
developed countries when formulating their economic and technical co-operation 
programmes and also its appeal to the donors to make full use of the more flexible 
arrangements for granting ODA approved at the UNCTAD meeting of donors and 
recipients held in November 1977. 

28. A donors' round-table specifically devoted to the rural sector had just taken 
place in his country and his Government intended to continue organizing sectoral 
round-tables of that kind in order to attract multilateral and bilateral sources of 
financing and, with the help of UNCTAD and UNDP, to draw up pilot projects -vrithin 
the framework of the immediate programme of action and of the substantial new· 
programme of action for the 1980s in order to prepare for the United Nations 
Conference on the least developed countries. 

29. Mr. BRILLIANTES (Philippines) thanked all the delegations which had expressed 
their complete satisfaction at the w·elcome they had received at Manila and said that 
he did not feel obliged to give a detailed evaluation of the work of the fifth 
session of the Conference since l1r. Corea had already given a comprehensive account. 

30. His country attached great importance to the -vmrk of the fifth session, which 
was a decisive moment in the struggle for development and which should be seen as an 
aspect of UNCTAD's role in the United Nations system. That body, set up by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 1905 (XIX), ,,rhich had been adopted without 
reference to a Committee in 1964, had been granted an enormous mandate in that it 
had been entrusted both -vrith promoting the expansion of international trade and of 
the interests of the developing countries and also with the task of generating ne1-r 

ideas in the field of trade and development, as was stated in the Declaration on 
the Establishment of a New International Economic Order. That was why the 
international community must try to provide the resources and support needed to 
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ensure the implementation of the resolutions of the fifth session" particularly the 
resolution on economic co-operation between developing countries. The resolution 
envisaged three regional preparatory meetings of ~overnment experts from the 
developing countries for the special session of the Committee on Economic 
Co-operation among Developing Countries 1-1hich 1ms to take place early in 1980. It 
was very important that vith the help of the United Nations the developing 
countries should be able to hold such meetings. 

31. If the 1-rork on the Code of Conduct for the Transfer of Technology had been 
unsuccessful at Manila for lack of consensus, the discussions had none the less 
-been fruitful and the atmosphere had improved. It could be said that at the 
nineteenth session of the Trade and Development Board, held at Geneva, the work had 
clearly made progress, at least with regard to the legal status of the code. 

32. UNCTAD vras now the principal body for discussion, negotiation, examination and 
implementation in the field of international trade and was therefore in the 
forefront of the struggle against underdevelopment. The effectiveness of that 
forum must therpfore be increased to the greatest extent possible in order to 
enable it to fulfil its role more satisfactorily. The rationalization of UNCTAD 1 s 
permanent machinery must be carried out vithin the context of the restructuring of 
the economic and social sectors of the United Nations. The Special 
Intergovernmental Committee set up for that purpose -vrould contir;.ue to study the 
question and vTOuld submit its report at the forthcoming session of the Trade and 
Development Board. 

33. !'1r. TABIBI (Afghanistan) said that in spite of its short--comings UNCTAD was 
one of the most important bodies of the United Hations. Since it had been 
established in 196Lf it had launched the North .. South dialogue, and for that reason 
it was essential to strengthen its role. According to the statement made by the 
Secretary-General of UNCTAD, the fifth session of the Conference had nevertheless 
yielded a number of limited results, since it had made it possible to tackle the 
issue of structural change in the international economy in a more satisfactory 
manner and to emphasize the need for global negotiations between the North and the 
South. It was encouraging to note that, in accordance with the decisions and 
resolutions adopted during the fifth session of UNCTAD and the sixth summit 
Conference of the Non-Aligned Countries held at Havana, the Group of TT had talu;n 
up consideration of a vide range of problems relating to international trade, 
commodities, monetary and financial issues, industrialization of developing 
countries and economic co-operation among developing countries. 

34. At Manila and during other sessions and conferences, his country had 
supported resolutions relating to industriaJization of developing countries, 
normalization of world commodity markets, the drawing up of a code of conduct on 
the transfer of technology, and control over the activities of transnational 
corporations. His delegation believed that the gap between the developing 
countries and the industrialized countries was not due to reasons inherent in their 
resources or their capabilities but that it constituted the legacy of colonialism, 
which had imposed an unbalanced economic structure on them and still obliged them 
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to serve the interests of a minority of countries, >·Those manoeuvres vrere an 

obstacle to efforts to establish a new international economic order. 

35. His delegation vrished to draw the Committee's attention to the plight of the 
land-locked least developed countries, on whose export earnings the extremely 

high cost of transporation and transit weighed heavily. They should be permitted 
to have free access to the sea and to benefit from transit facilities :• and it vras 
to be hoped that the new international development strategy would take their 
requirements ir1to account. For that reason Afghanistan, which vras a land--loclced 
country, had warmly supported the Conference's resolutions on the least-develoned 
countries and land-locked developing countries (122 (V) and 123 (V)) and 
appreciated the efforts already made in that field by UNCTAD 9 such as the 
establishment of a United Hations Special Fund for Land--locked Developing 
Countries and the adoption for their benefit of a number of principles and a 
convention on transit trade of land-locked States, uhich was now in force. 

36. Much remained to be done, and it was absolutely essential that the donor 

countries should increase their aid to the least developed countries, particularly 
by contributing generously to the second vrindow of the Common Fund under U1e 

Integrated Programme for Commodities, and that all protectionist barriers should 
be removed. 

37. 11r. CHANDLER (Barbados) said that, in spite of a number of positive results, 
the fifth session of UNC'I'AD had not made it possible to achieve a break-through on 
problems that it was essential to solve in order to establish a new international 

economic order. An examinacion of the reasons for that failure might make it 
possible to adopt a more constr~ctive and positive approach to those problems. For 
some time the developing cow1t:::-ies had been emphasizing the need to restructure the 
international economy in order to ensure their economic development. However, 
since the sixth special session of the General Assembly in 1974, the developed 
countries had shown little vrillingness to accede to the demands of the developing 
countries. Those demands evidently threatened their privileged position, and that 

ap~arent conflict of interests constituted the chief obstacle to the establish~ent 
of a truly equitable and stable international economic order. Although it 1vas easy 

to understand the underlying reasons for the mistrust and lacl~ of understanding 
that had been apparent during the fifth session of the Conference, in vievr of the 

importance of the issues involved, it was essential to undertake concerted and 
effective action in order to overcome the current crisis in the global economy. 

38. The question of structural change was of great importance for the 
establishment of the ne1v international economic order. The developing countries 
believed that the development process must not be a mere by-product of grovTth and 

prosperity in the developed countries and that it must not be restricted to the 
mere transfer of resources in the form of development aid. For their part, the 
developed countries \·rere becoming increasingly aware of the need to make such 
changes because they had realized that the problems of recession, employment, 

inflation and slo>V grm-rth that they had been experiencing for a number of years 
were not only of a cyclical nature. Furthermore, a nQmber of them were beginning 
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to understand that the economic ~rmith and prosperity of the developing countries 

could contribute to their own economic recovery. 

39. In one of the reports that he had submitted during the fifth session of the 

Conference ( Til/221), the Secretary---General of the Conference had noted that the 

question of structural change had t1vo basic aspects. The first asnect concerned 

the methods that -vrould malce it possible, in forrnulating policies at the national . 

and {~lobal level, to talce into account the interdependence behTeen -r;rohl-~""_s relatln"; 

to trade, development and monetary questions. The other aspect related to the need 

for an evolution in the rules and principles that had hitherto governed 

international economic relations. Hi th recard to the first point, the Secretary-

General had suggested that the Conference should tal\:e a decision to establish 

appropriate mac;1inery, Hith regard to the second point, he had sue;r;ested that the 

Conference shm,ld initiate longer--term action that might eventually lead to a 

recasting of those rules and principles so that they should be more relevant to 

current needs. Although UNCTAD had not acted on those suggestions, his delegation 

believed that it was not too late to do so. However, if progress vras to be made 

regarding structural chanr,e and the interdependence of problems relating to tradeo 

development and monetary questions, the developed countries, having beccme avrare of 

those problems, must adopt specific remedial neasures, and the developing countries 

must enhance their bargaining and negotiating pm-Ter in order to he in 3. position to 

promote the necessary changes. 

40, l'-1oreover, the preparations for the nevr international development strategy and 

the nei·T round of global nec;otiations that vras to tal~e place at the request of the 

developing countries would offer a splendid opportunity to resolve the basic issues 

that had remained unsettled during the fifth session of the Conference. 

l-fl. His delegation also vrished to dravr the Corm1i ttee' s attention to the t110 reports 

respectively entitled Action programme in favour of developing island countries 

(Ai3~/544) anc1 Assistance to Antigua, St. Kitts-~Nevis~Anc;uilla, Saint Lucia and 

SL Vincent (A/34/563)" submitted under the item under consioeration. Hith 

regard to the first report, it vras encoura~inp, to note the interest aroused by the 

special problems confronting island developing countries. However, although that 

report did indicate that most of the orc;anizations within the United Nations 

system had implemented General Assembly resolution 32/185, it also emphasized the 

need to establish greater and more coherent pro~ra.mmes of assistance to island_ 

developing countries. In that rer;ard, his dele,C>;ation vished to stress the 

importance of UNCTAD resolution lll (V) on speci:fic action to meet the particular 

needs and problems of island developing countries and called upon the international 

community, particularly the various bodies vrithin the United Nations system, to give 

it their fullest support. 

t,2. Hi th re,c;ard to the second report, vrhich concerned action taken pursuant to 

General Assembly resolution 33/152, his delegation >ras not satisfied I>Tith the manner 

in -vrhich that document vas drmm up. t!oreover, in a number of instances the report 

failed to state whether operative para[>;raph 2 of the above-mentioned resolution had 

been implemented by the bodies to 1-rhich it referred. lim-rever) a number of the 

countries that were the subject of that resolution had fortunately atta.ined 

independence during the period under review and could speak for themselves at the 

United lJations. 

/ ... 
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43. Mr. LOPEZ PAZ (Cuba) said the developing countries had always believed 
that UNCTAD had a role of primary importance to play in the consideration of 
international economic problems. However, the efforts of those countries to 
improve their economic situation throu8h international negotiations had yielded 
virtually no results. 

44. It was undeniable that problems relating to trade, commodities, science and 
technology, and monetary and financial issues had grown worse. Moreover, the 

gap that separated the developed countries from the developing countries 
continued to widen. Whereas the prices of manufactures produced in the developed 

capitalist countries rose at a rapid pace, the prices of the primary products 
exported by the developing countries were constantly fluctuating, which worsened 
their terms of trade. The international monetary situation, instability in 
exchange rates, inflation, customs barriers, protectionist practices and the 
external debt had disastrous consequences for the countries of the third world; 
the only remedy for that state of affairs was to restructure the world economy. 

45. In the interest of the international community, the developed countries 
had called on UNCTAD to establish a system of global consultations 1·.ri th a view 
to regulating the economic policies pursued by the major industrialized countries. 
It had not been poss.ible to fulfil that leBitimate aspiration, owing to opposition 
from a large group of developed countries, whose intransigent attitude had, in 
particular, been denounced at the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Havana. 

45a. l'1oreover, his delegation believed that the question of relations among 
countries having different economic and social systems was worth developing 
>·ri thin UNCTAD and that it would be useful to hold consultations with a view· 
to ensurinp, better understanding and an increase in exchanges between the 
developing countries and the socialist countries of Eastern Europe, on the 
basis of the provisions of resolution 95 (IV) adopted at Nairobi and the 
conclusions of the Arusha meeting. 

46. His delegation felt that it would be desirable for UNCTAD to continue to 
consider problems relatinp; to maritime transport and multimodal transport, in 
view of the importance of those questions to the developing countries, and in 
particular, it invited the secretariat of the Conference to update the studies 
on the role of multinational shipping enterprises in the economy of developing 
countries and on the outcome of initiatives to establish multinational shipping 
enterprises in order to promote the economic development and the sovereignty of 

those countries. 

47. Uith regard to the code of conduct on the transfer of technology, it was 
essential to continue and develop the work done so far. 

48. His delegation considered it essential to continue to give special treatment 
to the least developed countries and the most seriously affected, land-locked 
or island developing countries and wished to point out in that connexion that 
the sixth summit conference of the non-aligned countries had stressed the need 
to adopt without delay special measures to remedy the serious problems experienced 

/ ... 
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by those countries. Consequently, no effort should be spared in implementing 

the programme of action contained in UNCTAD resolution 122 (V) and the 

provisions of UNCTAD resolutions lll (V) and 123 (V). 

49. Hr. RAHOS (Cape Verde) said that, the inadequacy of the results achieved 

at the fifth session of the Conference, particularly with regard to problems 

relating to trade, commodities, transfer of technology, and monetary and 

financial issues, indicated the extent of the developing countries' disappointment. 

Since the preceding speakers had stated in detail the reasons for that failure, 

he would merely add that the problems in question could only grow worse if a 

majority of the developed countries did not see fit to display a greater 

political will in response to the legitimate demands of the developing countries. 

50" However, it should be recognized that UNCTAD's record had not been entirely 

negative. For example, the problems of the least developed countries and the 

land-locked or island develoning countries had been given in-depth consideration, 

and in that connexion the adoption of the comprehensive new programme of action 

for the least developed countries was to be welcomed. It was now essential to 

take the necessary steps to implement that programme in accordance lvith the 

wishes and priorities of those countries . .Among measures that should be taken 

in behalf of the least developed countries, it would be necessary to double 

the amount of official development assistance they received, to grant them 

non-reciprocal preferential treatment and to transfer appropriate technolop;y 

to them. 

51. His delegation also welcomed the Plan of Action for island developing 

countries. The fact that a number of those countries were also among the 

least developed was not a coincidence but was due to the suecial problems they 

experienced (remoteness from markets, inter-island transport, lack cf 

infrastructure and natural resources, etc.), which rendered thei1· development 

all the more difficult. 

52. In conclusion, he expressed his delegation's r,ratitude to the UNCTAD 

secretariat for the efforts it was making in the fields ·Hi thin its competence, 

particularly for its action on behalf of the least developed countries and the 

island developing countries. 

ORGANIZATION OF HORK 

53. The CHAIRMAN after an exchange of views 1-rith Mr. RAY (India) and 

Miss BARRINGTON (Ireland), suggested that the Committee should postpone informal 

consultations on draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.2 on marine pollution. 

54. It was so decided. 

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m. 




