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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m. 

AGENDA ITE~ 64: OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS DISASTER RELIEF CO-ORDINATOR 
(continued) (A/C.2/34/L.l4/Rev.l) 

1. Mr. GREET (Australia) said that, while he knew that many countries which 
had experienced disasters had benefited from the assistance of the Office of 
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, there was still a lack of 
clarity and definition about the functions which UNDRO should discharge under 
the mandate set for it by the General Assembly. 

2. There ought to be no doubt that UNDRO should place priority on relief 
co-ordination in order to avoid duplication at international level. UNDRO vras 
already performing well in that respect, but further improvements were possible; 
for instance, it had not always been sufficiently utilized as the focal point 
for relief co-ordination efforts, and Governments needed to be made more aware of 
what UNDRO was in a position to do for them. There had been occasions when his 
Government had been informed more promptly by Australian diplomatic missions 
than by UNDRO of the occurrence of a disaster and what assistance Australia could 
appropriately provide. 

3. With regard to the financing of emergency relief, there was a large gap 
between the role Governments had envisaged for UNDRO and the resources they 
were willing to provide. The Australian Government's preferred practice was 
to make relief contributions on a bilateral basis, although it had agreed that a 
percentage of its contribution to the Trust Fund might be allocated, as the need 
arose, to the special account for emergency relief. 

4. Hith regard to funding for disaster preparedness and disaster prevention, both 
the Co-ordinator and Governments should give further consideration to the 
relationship between disasters and development and to the reb.tive priority 
attached to disaster preparedness projects. His delegation saw UNDRO's task as 
being limited as far as possible to that of a catalyst and to helping Governments 
and agencies to stimulate a greater awareness of the value of disaster 
preparedness. 

5. His delegation noted that UNDRO had concluded agreements with a number of 
international organizations which shared an interest in disaster prevention. 
In view of the scientific and technical aspects of that question, UNDRO' s role 
should again be limited to that of a catalyst and should be more precisely 
defined. 

6. His delegation was pleased to learn that four of the six Ye.cant 
Professional posts had at last been filled, and hoped that such recruitment 
problems would not arise again. In conclusion, he suggested that, in order to 
define more clearly what UNDRO should be doing, the Joint Inspection Unit should 
be invited to make a study of UNDR0 1 s operations and to submit a report to the 
General Assembly. The study could include an assessment of UNDRO 1 s current 
operations in relation to the mandate given to it by the General Assembly, and 
comments on the relationships bet>veen UNDRO and other United Nations agencies 
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which were active in the same field. His delegation was pleased to note that the 
Co-ordinator intended to call a meeting of donor countries in March 1980. 

7. Ms, VARRATI (United States of America) said that the United States Government 
regarded the co-ordination of disaster relief and prevention as an important 
issue, and agreed that UNDRO should play a significant role in it. Accordingly, 
it would prefer that UNDRO should minimize its role in direct disaster relief 
assistance and instead intensify, with the co-operation of donors and disaster
struck countries, its primary function of co-ordinating disaster relief operations. 

8. Her delegation 1v-elcomed the discussions being conducted betvveen UNDRO and 
other agencies on the interrelationship between disasters and economic development, 
and the indoctrination of UNDP resident representatives in the importance of 
proper co-ordination in disaster situations. 

9. Her delegation would 1_ilce to encourage disaster-prone countries to include 
in their economic development plans prograrrmes designed to minimize the effects of 
disasters by promoting disaster preparedness and prevention activities. It would 
also urge those countries to seek help, where necessary, in the forKulation of 
those plans; such technical assistance projects could be funded through m!DP. 

10. In addition to its contributions to the UNDRO Trust Fund, the United States 
Government continued to provide Jisaster relief assistance on a bilateral basis; 
durine; 1979, such assistance had amounted to $90 million. 

11. Mr. 1iiEIDGEN (Food and Ar;ri culture Organization of the United Nat ions) , 
referring to the situation in Ethiopia, urged the international community to give 
determined support to the implementation of that country's settlement programme. 
FAO -vras giving substantial aid to Ethiopia and fully supported that programme, 
but its financial implications exceeded FAO's capabilities. International 
financial support -vras also urgently needed to help in the settlement of 
40,000 people a year coming from Ethiopia's food-deficit areas. 

12. Mr. GREEJ:T (New Zealand) welcomed the proc;ress made with regard to UNDRO 1 s 
organization, as well as the recruitment of new Professional staff and the transfer 
of nine posts from extrabudgetary to regular budgetary funding. 

13. Nevertheless, problems remained with regard to, for instance, the entry of 
UIWRO staff to disaster-struck countries, funding for emergency assistance, and 
the cost of seminars for UNDP resident representatives stationed in disaster
prone countries. Those were not simply technical or resource problems; rather, 
they reflected uncertainties as to the precise functions of UNDRO. Hhile there 
was a consensus that co-ordination was UNDRO's primary responsibility, there was 
still no agreement as to UNDRO's role in the fields of disaster preparedness and 
prevention. In addition, in both of those fields, UNDRO's activities overlapped 
with those of other organizations. 

14. UNDRO had done useful work in developing a body of knowledge and expertise, 
but a great deal more could have been achieved if discussions in intergovernmental 
forums had resulted in a common understanding of the proper balance between the 
various elements in UIJDRO' s mandate . 
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15. His delegation therefore agreed that the time was ripe for an objective 
evaluation, perhaps by the Joint Inspection Unit, of UHDRO's current operations in 
relation to the mandate laid down by the General Assembly. 

16. Mr. AZIZI (Afghanistan) expressed gratitude to UNDRO for the assistance which 
had been provided to Afghanistan. He hoped that developed countries would 
contribute to the Trust Fund so as to enable UNDRO to fulfil its duties 
satisfactorily. 

17. His delegation appreciated the concern sho-vm by the Co-ordinator for the 
disaster-prone among the most seriously affected and least developed countries. 

18. Mr. LAZAREVIC (Yugoslavia) expressed appreciation for the work done by UNDRO 
not only in disaster relief co-ordination but also with respect to disaster 
prevention and preparedness. His delegation welcomed the interest shown by 
UNDRO in the relationship between economic development and disaster prevention 
and preparedness. The United Nations system should support technical co-operation 
among developing countries in that field, in which UNDP could play a vital role. 

19. His delegation fully endorsed the work being done by UNDRO, and hoped that 
funding for its core programme could be improved. 

20. Mr. RAMONDT (Netherlands) said that his delegation had made a comprehensive 
statement on UNDRO at the summer session of the Economic and Social Council. It 
endorsed the proposal by the representative of Australia for an in-depth study of 
UNDRO by the Joint Inspection Unit, and was ready to support any action aimed at 
strengthening UNDRO's organization. 

21. Hr. FERNANDEZ (Chile) said that he was pleased at the reorganization of UNDRO 
but regretted that there were so many difficulties in the recruitment of fixed-term 
staff. His delegation had given strong support in the Fifth Committee to the 
Secretary-General 1 s proposal for the transfer of seven posts to the United .Nations 
regular budget. 

22. His Government, which attached particular importance to the technical 
co-operation component of disaster prevention, welcomed the co-operation between 
UNDP and UNDRO, and also the work being done by UNDP in connexion with disaster 
prevention. However, it was regrettable that no research was being done with a 
view to establishing earthquake warning systems along the southern Latin i~erican 
fault. 

23. His delegation shared the view that Ul\JDRO was the central body in the best 
position to carry out technical co-operation activities in connexion with disaster 
prevention. It should therefore be given the means to carry out such programmes, 
and the funds should be charged to the United Nations regular budget. His 
delegation acknowledged that certain categories of developing countries, especially 
the least developed among them, should be given particular attention with regard 
to technical assistance, but it also felt that the interests of other developing 
countries should not be neglected, especially where disaster prevention 
and preparedness were concerned. 
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24. As Chile could be considered disaster-prone, his delegation welcomed the steps 
taken by UHDRO and the suggestions for expediting the granting of visas to UlJDRO 
staff assigned to relief operations. Lastly, his delegation expressed its support 
for Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/59. It would like the General 
Assembly to tal\:e specific action durine; the current session to ensure that the 
question of natural disasters was duly taken into account when the new International 
Development Strategy was prepared. 

25. 'Ihe CHAIRHAH suggested that the deadline for the submission of draft 
resolutions under item 64 should be 6 p.m. on 9 November. 

26. It was so decided. 

27. Hr. SCHADE (German Democratic Republic) said it appeared from the report of the 
Secretary-General on assistance to the drought-stricken areas of Ethiopia that 
some positive results had already been achieved but that continued assistance 
would be needed. His delegation therefore supported draft resolution 
A/C.2/34/L.l4/Rev.l, which was designed to provide such assistance. His 
Government had already supplied Ethiopia with bilateral assistance in kind to the 
value of 30 million marks, and it would continue to do so. The Government and 
people of the Gerflan Democratic Republic assured the Ethiopian people of their 
deep sympathy and fully supported them in their revolutionary effort. 

28. Mr. ASTAFIEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his delegation 
supported draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.l4/Rev.l, although normally the Soviet Union 
provided countries suffering natural disasters with bilateral assistance, which 
made it possible to meet needs much more effectively. It had recently provided 
emergency assistance to S'lch countries in the form of food-stuffs, medicines and 
other basic necessities. The Soviet Union supported all peoples striving for 
national independence, and in particular Ethiopia, •rith which it had signed a 
declaration on economic and technical co-operation. But however much bilateral 
assistance was available, the efforts made by the United Nations were still 
worth lvhile and his delegation supported the draft resolution, subject to the 
comment that proposals to charge administrative expenses of UNDRO to the regular 
budget 1v-ere unacceptable to it and that it would oppose them in the Fifth Committee. 

29. Mr. BOUBAY..AR (Upper Volta) pointed out that draft resolution 
A/C.2/34/L.l4/Rev.l reiterated ideas already expressed in previous years; the 
Committee would no doubt adopt it by consensus, as at the preceding session. 
He announced that Ane;ola, Burundi, Ethiopia, the Lao People's Democratic Re:rmblic, 
Liberia, Mali and Viet Nam had become sponsors of the draft resolution. 
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30. The CHAIR~ffiN suggested that the Committee should adopt draft resolution 
A/C.2/34/L.l4/Rev.l without a vote. 

31. Draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.l4/Rev.l was adopted. 

32. Mr. MALINGUR (Somalia) said he had a special understanding of Ethiopia's 
needs because the same drought conditions had also ravaged parts of Somalia, which 
through an extraordinary effort by its people and assistance from the international 
community had been able to overcome its disastrous effects. However, since 
rehabilitation of the country and resettlement of drought victims was a slow and 
expensive process, Somalia had not yet dealt with all the serious problems 
confronting it, which had been aggravated by the influx cf refugees from 
neighbouring countries, forcing the Government to declare a state of' emergency. 
United Nations assistance had been extremely valuable, but much more remained to 
be done. The international community should be aware of the fact that Ethiopia, 
"\-Thich was noi-T appealing for international humanitarian assistance, refused to 
aclmm-Tledge the refugee problem in Somalia, a pressing and tragic problem which 
must be dealt with as quickly as possible. 

~3. Miss COURSON (France) explained that, although France had joined the 
consensus on the draft resolution, it considered that the question of assistance 
to drought-stricken countries in Africa ims a long-term one and was not a matter 
of emergency disaster relief; consequently, there would seem to be little 
justification for considering draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.l4/Rev.l under item 64. 
UNDRO could not handle problems of that magnitude, and her delegation agreed with 
the Australian delegation that the Joint Inspection Unit should make a study of 
its operations. 

34. Mr. WOLDE-GIORGIS (Ethiopia) paid tribute to the various international 
agencies which had reported on the drought that continued to ravage Ethiopia. In 
addition to that catastrophe, the country had been hit in 1978 by swarms of locusts, 
for~ing the Government to divert a substantial amount of its meagre resources to 
relief operations. 

35. The international community must realize that the problem of natural disasters 
could not be separated from that of development, because it was only through 
economic development that disaster-prone countries could develop the capability to 
handle disasters. 'Ihe Military Government of Socialist Ethiopia had accordingly 
embarked on a development programme to reconstruct the national economy and 
overcome the food shortage by mobilizing all the resources of the nation. The 
programme included projects for the resettlement of more than 250,000 people from 
drought-prone areas to more fertile parts of the country. 'I'hat was an enormous 
task, and Ethiopia was asking the international community to continue to shmv- the 
same generosity as in the past. On behalf of his Government, he thanl~ed all 
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countries and governmental and non-governmental organizations which had come 
to the aid of Ethiopia since 1974. 

36. Mr. BERKOL (United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator) welcomed the 
constructive corr®ents made by members of the Committee and gave a short outline 
of the activities and internal functioning of UNDRO. 

37. The situation in Ethiopia co~tinued to be alarming, despite the efforts of 
a number of organizations, in which U:NDRO was participating to the extent to which 
its means allowed. He hoped that many countries would respond generously to the 
appeal made in draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.l4. However, since the specificity of 
UNDRO stemmed from its central role within the United Nations system in the 
co-ordination of disaster relief and in disaster planning and prevention, it was 
important that Hember States should transmit any information they had to the Centre 
at Geneva, whose modern communications facilities were entirely at their disposal. 
~~1oreover, with regard to the connexion, to which some speakers had referred, 
between development activities and planning and prevention activities, he was 
gratified that several Member States had urged that the IPFs and regional and 
interregional funds should be used for that purpose and he had noted their 
interest in the preparation of lists of experts in disaster-prone developing 
countries. He confirmed that UNDRO intended to continue its endeavours to 
eliminate obstacles to the free movement of people and property in regions 
requiring relief. 

38. Hith regard to the internal functioning of UNDRO, he reiterated that, vrhile 
its recruitment policy took into account the requirements of geographical 
distribution, it was primarily concerned with the competence, efficiency and 
integrity of the staff errployed, especially since UNDRO had to compensate ln that 
way for its limited financial resources. In that connexion, he sincerely thanked 
the Member States that had made voluntary contributions to UNDRO, without which 
it could not have provided the emergency relief that was one component of its 
functions, regrettably limited though that relief very often was. 

39. In conclusion, he thanked members of the Committee for their support and 
assured them that he 1vould take into account all their coiiLrnents with a vievr to 
increasing the effectiveness of UNDRO. In that connexion, the highest priority 
would be given to building up local staffs trained in pre-disaster planning and 
prevention . 

AGENDA ITFJVI 66: EXAMINATION OF LONG-TERlV! TRENDS IN ECONOMIC DEVEL0Pl'1ENT 
(A/C.2/34/L.l6) 

40. Hr. FREYBERG (Poland) introduced draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.l6, on 
examination of long-term trends in economic development, and said that the Congo 
should be added to the list of co-sponsors. 
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~1. Recent developments in the world economic situation in the fields of energy, 
trade and transport emphasized the need for studies of long-term economic trends and 
for forecasts likely to be helpful to international co-operation. The involvement 
of relevant organs of the United Nations system in such activities could help to 
establish a solid scientific basis for policy-making and decision-making relating to 
development strategies. Such studies would also serve as a basis for forthcoming 
international negotiations and for review and appraisal operations in connexion with 
the third United Nations development decade. The purpose of the draft resolution 
was, therefore, to recommend the continuation of the examination of long-term 
economic and social trends, to strengthen the scientific research input to policy 
formulation and to promote a long-term approach to economic co-operation. Moreover, 
in the draft resolution the Secretary-General and the Committee for Development 
Planning were requested to explore the possibility of drawing up an outline for the 
preparation of an over-all socio-economic perspective of the development of the 
world economy up to the year 2000; another of its provisions emphasized the 
necessity of avoiding duplication by conducting such work in close relationship with 
similar work carried out by various organs of the United Nations system. He 
expressed the hope that the draft resolution would be approved by consensus. 

AGENDA ITEM 12: REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL(continued)(A/C.2/34/L.l3) 

42. Mrs. STEPHENSON-VERNON (Jamaica) introduced draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.l3, 
concerning assistance to Grenada; Madagascar, Mali and Suriname should be added to 
the list of co-sponsors. She briefly summarized the main features of Grenada's 
geography, history and economy and drew attention to the scarcity of natural 
resources in that group of islands, where spice production was virtually the only 
activity, a fact that had caused stagnation of the economy and an extremely high 
unemployment rate. Infrastructure had deteriorated to such an extent that most of 
the roads were virtually unserviceable and transport was extremely difficult. 
Moreover, the water supply was totally inadequate, and the housing situation was 
deplorable. The new Government had estimated that no less that $230 million in 
capital funding would be needed to revive the economy, even minimally. For all 
those reasons, the sponsors of the draft resolution were urging the international 
community, and in particular the specialized agencies and other organizations within 
the United Nations system, international financial institutions and aid donors, to 
intensify their assistance to Grenada. The sponsors of the draft resolution hoped 
that it would be approved by consensus. 

AGENDA ITEM 55: DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION (continued) 
(A/C.2/34/L.l2, L.l5, L.20, L.22 and L.23) 

43. Mrs. SIKRI (India) introduced draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.l2, concerning 
multilateral development assistance for the exploration of natural resources, on 
behalf of the member States of the Group of 77. The draft resolution was of 
special interest to that group of countries because few developing countries had 
the necessary financial resources, capabilities or technology to explore their 
natural resources. Paragraph 3 was particularly important because of its reference 
to the fact that lack of financial resources had prevented many developing 
countries from receiving missions to assess their needs in the field of the 
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exploration and development of natural resources; it was important to remedy that 

situation. Several operative paragraphs of the draft resolution stressed the need 

to co-ordinate the activities of the United IiJations system in the matter of 

assistance for the transfer of technology. On behalf of the Group of 77, her 

delegation expressed the hope that draft resolution A/C.2/34/1.12 would be approved 

by consensus. 

44. With regard to draft resolution A/C.2/34/1.20 concerning economic co-operation 

among developing countries, which her delegation was also introducing on behalf of 

the States Members of the United Nations which were members of the Group of 77, she 

referred to the importance of promoting economic co-operation among developing 

countries in order to strengthen their collective self-reliance. She emphasized the 

need for the developed countries and international organizations to strive to 

promote the implementation of the provisions of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action and 

the Arusha Prograrr®e, and the recorr®endations contained in resolution 127 (V) of 

the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, in full awareness of the 

fact that economic co-operation among developing countries was an essential factor 

in the establishment of the new international economic order. 

45. At the request of Vtr. YAO (Ivory Coast), the CHAIRMAN suggested that the 

Committee should postpone consideration of draft resolution A/C.2/34/1.15, entitled 

"United Nations Cocoa Conference", until the following day. 

46. It was so decided. 

47. ~~. HORIUCHI (Japan), introducing draft resolution A/C.2/34/1.22 on behalf of 

the sponsors, said that natural resources exploration was enormously important to 

the development process. It was essential that further contributions should be 

made to the United Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resources Exploration, since 

the commitments already approved amounted to $22.4 million, -.rhereas contributions 
pledged ~otalled only ~25.7 million. 

48. He pointed out that one paragraph of draft resolution A/C.2/34/1.12 also 

referred to the Fund, but the two draft resolutions were not, in his view, 

incompatible. 

AGENDA ITEM 60: UNI'I'ED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (continued) (A/C.2/34/1.17 

and 1.21) 

49. Mrs. SIKRI (India), speaking on behalf of the Group of 77, introduced draft 

resolutions A/C.2/34/1.17 and 1.21, entitled respectively nPlan of Action to Combat 

Desertification11 and "Plan of Action to Combat Desertification: restoration and 

improvement of the Foutah-Djallon massif 11
• She expressed the hope that those draft 

resolutions could be approved by consensus; the Group of 77 was prepared to take 

part in negotiations to that end. 

' I ... 



A/C.2/34/SR.33 
English 
Page 10 

AGENDA ITEM 61: FOOD PROBLEMS: REPORT OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL (continued) 
(A/C.2/34/L.9 and L.l9) 

50. ~tr. KINSMAN (Canada), ~ntrcdkcing draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.l9, stated that 
the resolution had been based on the conclusions and recommendations adopted at the 
fifth session of the World Food Council and contained on pages 2 to 11 of the report 
of the Council (A/34/19). In reviewing the various provisions of the draft, he 
pointed out that FAO should be added to the organizations mentioned in operative 
paragraph 3. \AJith regard to the question of food sector strategies which formed 
the subject of paragraph 4, he noted that the Council had indicated in its report 
that each country should determine whether the adoption of a particular strategy 
was appropriate. For its part, Canada had already announced that as requested in 
operative paragraph 5, it was making a contribution to help with the preparation_of those strategies. With regard to operative paragraph 9, he also referred to the 
offer made by India to share its agricultural experience with other developing countries. 

51. Mrs. SIKRI (India), introducing draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.l9 concerning the 
report of the World Food Council on behalf of the Group of 77, expressed regret 
that the progress made in the food sector had been so slow and that the 4 per cent 
rate of growth in agricultural production that had been set as a target in the 
International Development Strategy and endorsed by the World Food Conference in 
1974 had not been achieved. Food imports were still aggravating the balance-of
payments problems that were facing the developing and, in particular, the least 
developed countries and thus hampering development endeavours as a whole. It was in 
that context that the Group of 77 was submitting the draft resolution, in which it 
reaffirmed its commitment to overcome hunger and malnutrition. 

AGENDA ITEM 71: UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 0~ NEW AND REN~TABLE SOURCES OF ENERGY 
(continued) (A/C.2/34/L.l8) 

52. Mrs. SIKRI (India), introducing draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.l8 concerning the 
United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy on behalf of the 
Group of 77, stated that the Group attached the greatest importance to the 
preparations for that Conference since it was aware of the decisive role that new and renewable sources of energy could play in increasing the production and 
distribution capacities of the developing countries. Since the Group was of the 
opinion that the terms of reference and objectives of the Conference had been 
adequately defined in General Assembly resolution 33/148, the draft resolution under consideration related mainly to the question of preparations for the Conference. 
The Group of 77 wanted the Conference to be held in a developing country and 
therefore proposed that it should be convened at Nairobi. The Group of T( reserved the right to make further comments regarding the preparations for the Conference in the light of the report which the Secretary-General was to submit on that subject. 

53. Mr. KUEN (Austria) recalled that the Austrian Government had offered to host 
the Conference at Vienna. He indicated, however,that the Austrian delegation was 
happy to support the candidature of Kenya. 

54. Mr. NANJIRA (Kenya) pointed out that Nairobi could offer excellent facilities 
for hosting the Conference and expressed the hope that his Government's offer would 
be accepted. 
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AGENDA ITEhi 68: TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION .AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES (continued) 

55. Mr. FERNANDO (Sri Lanka) said that, since its establishment exactly 10 years 
ago, UNFPA had an impressive record of pro~ress. That success could be attributed 
to the neutrality that the Fund had shown in formulating its population strategies, 
to the flexibility of its programmes and to the innovative methods under which it 
left the execution of pcpu:etion projects to the recipient countries with the help 
of NGOs as executinB agents, established its budget on the basis of a four-year 
11 rollinB plan 1

', provided budget support for local costs and employed national 
experts in local projects. Tribute should also be paid to UNFPA for its 
universality, as manifested in its participation in the execution of projects ln 
121 countries. 

56. In his report for 1978, the Executive Director had stressed the need for 
greater integration between population policies and development policies. In that 
respect, UNFPA and the Inter-Parliamentary Union had jointly organized a conference 
on "Population and Developmentn in September 1979 as a result of which it had been 
decided to convene a vJorld Population Conference in 1984 and to reccrunend that 
UNFPA's role and functions should be strengthened. 

57. From a small trust fund UIITPA had grown into an organization with a budget 
exceeding $100 million and with responsibility for 2,500 projects of which more 
than 1,000 had already been completed. Consequently, the time had come to review 
the organizational structure of UNFPA. In conjunction witc other delegations, his 
delegation would be submitting a draft resolution to accord UNFPA the status of a 
United Nations programme. 

58. Under the terms of various General Assembly and Economic and Social Council 
resolutions and, in particular, General Assembly resolution 3019 (XXVII) and 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1763 (LIV), UNFPA had already acquired rrany 
of the attributes of a prograrr~e. lmWPA was, for example, receiving substantial 
voluntary contributions, had an ongoing programme and was supervised by an 
Executive Director and a governing body, the Governing Council of UNDP, which 
controlled its administration and finances as part of the over-all responsibility 
of the Economic and Social Council. Taking various factors into account and, in 
particular, the fact that the Fund's programmes were often executed by other 
organizations within the United Nations system, he thought that UNFPA should become 
fully involved in the machinery for interagency co-ordination, especially in the 
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. There was no question of terminating 
the existing relationship between UNDP and UNFPA. The Fund would continue to use 
the field officers and the administrative and financial services of UNDP in order 
to be able to perform its functions effectively while maintaining its 
administrative costs at their current lmv- level of only 7 per cent of prograrune 
costs. 

59. Consequently, his proposal would in no -vray chane;e the position of UNFPA 
vis~a-vis the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and the Governing 
Council of UNDP, nor would it go against the restructuring process that had been 

/ ... 



A/C.2/34/SR.33 
English 
Page 12 

(Mr. Fernando, Sri Lanka) 

initiated within the United Nations system. The proposal would merely clarify the 
role and status of UNFPA to enable the Fund to discharge its functions more 
effectively in view of its rapid gro1nh. He therefore hoped that the proposal 
would receive the widest support. 

60. Mr. LOHANI (Nepal) stressed the importance of the concepts of national and 
collective autonomy in the development process. In the light of those concepts, he 
reviewed various aspects of the work of UNDP from the standpoint of available 
financial resources~ the activities being undertaken and technical co-operation 
among developing countries. 

61. From the financial point of view·, the situation of UNDP seemed to have 
improved, although an increase in its resources was still desirable. In that 
respect he referred to a number of measures that had been taken or were under 
consideration by the Governing Council and said that he was in favour of the sytem 
of voluntary contributions on a multi-annual basis which, despite the opposition of 
some donor countries, would nevertheless ensure the continued funding of the 
operational activities. He welcomed the substantial increase in the operating 
reserve and the decision taken by the Governing Council at its twenty-sixth session 
to increase the proportional allocation to the least developed countries during the 
third programme cycle, a measure which he regarded as consistent with the spirit 
of the fifth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. 

62. In connexion with the activities undertaken by UNDP, he welcomed the concern 
shown by the Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific for the situation of the 
least developed countries. However, he regretted the shortage of resources 
available to the United Nations Special Fund for Land~Locked Developing Countries 
from which his country had requested assistance in financing a road transport 
container project. He invited the donor countries to contribute to that Fund just 
as generously as they had to the United Nations Capital Development Fund, whose 
resources had been substantially increased and which was thus able to provide 
assistance of considerable benefit to the least developed countries. 

63. With regard to technical co-operation among developing countries, he welcomed 
the establishment within UNDP of a special TCDC group, commended India's de~ision 
to earmark 10 per cent of its IPF for TCDC activities and expressed the hope that 
other Member States would follow that example. 

64. In conclusion, he pointed out that, although UNDP bore primary responsibility 
for the operational activities of the United Nations system in the field of 
development, other orfanizations were also making praise~rorthy efforts in that field 
and he reiterated Nepal's support for all those activities. 

65. Mr. CHIRILA (Romania) said that, while the leading role of UNDP in operational 
activities for development clearly flowed from General Assembly decisions, that role 
was especially highlighted by the remarkable results which the Programme had 
achieved in recent year. Nowadays, however, the development of UNDP activities 
entailed consideration of ways of allocating its assistance and increased 
participation on the part of all Member States. 
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66. \·lith regard to the development of UNDP activities, he expressed satisfaction 
with the increase in resources allocated to achieve the objectives of the new 

international economic order. He felt that it was especially necessary to submit 
in 1980 9 as his delegation had suggested at the twenty-sixth session of the 
Governing Council, an evaluation of the projects completed by the recipient 
countries, in order to be able to formulate proposals which would guide technical 

assistance during the next two decades, since it was now the task of the 
international community to harmonize the increase in resources contributed to 

UNDP and their equitable distribution. 

67. It should be recognized that the determining factor in estimating UNDP 
assistance should no longer be an aggregate such as the gross national product, 

but rather the composite results of demographic and economic factors showing the 

level of real development of countries through technical, economic and social 
indicators. In that regard, he was pleased to note that the previous session of 

the Governing Council had demonstrated the complexity of that problem and he 
expressed the hope that at the next session it would be possible to achieve a 

consensus on the principles which determined planning and allocation of resources. 

68. His country was fully aware that those objectives could be achieved only 
through more active participation by all countries. Romania had increased its 
contribution to UNDP by 20 per cent in recent years, which represented an increase 
that was larger than the growth of the financial resources of the Programme, and 

since 1978 it had borne the local costs of the office in Bucharest. Furthermore, 

Romania intended to increase its participation by providing equipment and expert 
services in the hope of sharing its experience in project execution. 

69. Lastly, he felt that the high-level meeting on TCDC to be held in 1980 would 

undoubtedly contribute much to the development of international technical 
co-operation. 

70. trr. MULLER (German Democratic Republic) said it was encouraging that at its 

twenty-sixth session the u~DP Governing Council had been able to state that the 
financial situation had been stabilized in the second programrring cycle 
(1977-1981), that financial resources for country projects had reached an 
unprecedented level in 1972 and that all UNDP resources had been put to use more 
effectively. 

71. He expressed satisfaction that the UNDP Administrator had made maximum use of 
the voluntary contributions provided by the German Democratic Republic in its 

national currency, but he regretted that the expert services \vhich his country 
could offer were under-utilized. Experts were al1vays recruited in a small number 
of capitalist countries, which was contrary to the principle of universality and 
deprived the developing countries of the possibility of making use of the 
experience acquired by his and other socialist countries in the economic and 
social fields. 

72. Convinced that it 1vas absolutely necessary to support the peoples struggling 
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for their independence, his delegation welcomed decisions 79/25 (Assistance to 
African liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity) and 
79/18 on assistance to the Palestinian people, which had been adopted at the 
tw·enty-sixth session of the UNDP Governing Council. Moreover, in view of the 
great importance of UNDP aid to newly independent countries, he welcomed the 
approval of the programmes for Sao Tome and Principe and Mozambique. 

73. As the Governing Council had considered the question of preparation for the 
third UNDP programming cycle (1982-1986) at its latest session, his delegation 
wished to make some comments in that regard. First of all, in the preparation of 
the third cycle, UNDP assistance to developing countries should be made more 
effective, while at the same time the consensus of 1970 should continue to be 
respected, especially with regard to the ~rinciple of the sovereign right of 
colmtri~s receiving technical assistance to determine their development objectives, 
the principle of voluntary contributions and the principle of universality, 
regardless of whether that concerned aid distribution or the utilization of the 
resources and experience of all countries partici~ating in the Programme. Moreover, 
the distribution of resources available for country IPFs should not be radically 
changed and the share of the total country IPFs for the least developed countries 
should not be increased, since that would be to the detriment of the other 
developing countries and in the final analysis would impede the promotion of 
technical co-operation among developing countries. The objectives of the third 
cycle should correspond to the resolutions adopted on the third United Nations 
Development Decade and the programmes should be more in keeping with the needs of 
the recipient countries. 

74. ~-lith regard to population questions, it should be noted that, at the sixth 
special session of the General Assembly, and the World Population Conference in 
Bucharest and in the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, stress had 
been placed on the importance of the role of socio-economic factors in solving 
demographic problems and on the sovereign right of each State to implement its own 
demographic policy. Taking account of those principles, his country helped 
developing countries in various ways to solve their demographic problems and, 
through the voluntary contributions it made to UNDP and the resources it allocated 
to the regular technical assistance programme of the United Nations, it took part 
in the execution of certain UNFPA projects. Moreover, as a result of the visit of 
the Executive Director of the Fund to the German Democratic Republic in 1979, the 
possibilities for co-operation between his country and the Fund had been ccnsidered. 
His country was currently planning to organize courses on demographic questions in 
order to train experts from developing countries; it would submit concrete proposals 
and comments in that regard to UNFPA. 

The meeting rose at 6.10 p.m. 


